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Ahearne men leapt to

Tim Ahearne took gold in @ hotly-contested hop skip and jump comp
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elition at the 1908 Obympic Games in London

glory on world stage

W Tim took gold at triple jump in 1908, brother Dan held world record for 11 years

THE OQLYMPIC GAMES review
concludes this week with a look at
Tim Ahearne, from Dirreen Athea,
who won the Hop, Step, and Jump
gild medal in London in 1908
Diirreen is a townland in the parish
of Athea in West Limerick and it
translates to Litile Oak Wood. [ is
located a few miles owutside the
village on the Bsz4 on the wvay Lo
Glin.

= setling in the rural coun-
tryside has moved many poets and
Writers to pen very complimentary
lirses in exaltation of its virlues,

Itisa placeof peace and tranguil-
lity with the rugged beauty of the
quarry, the mystery of the glen, and
the rippling waters of the river Gale
Lo inspire the mind.

It i5 8 rural bliss with nature
close at hand to observe and de-
light in its trees, wild flowers, and
open Spaces conlaining a wvast
variety of wildlife,

From this background emerged
Tim and Dan Ahearne to showease
their great talents to national and
international audiences.

They went feom Direeen’s fields
of gold to Qlympie and Warld ath-
letic fame. Tim and Dan along with
older brothers William and Mick
grew up on the family farm,
helping out with the jobs that
needed doing,

They enjoyed the freedom of the
Gpen spaces W0 play football and
other games of that time, and they
lined out with their local cluk
Athea in Gaelic football.

They trained for their athletic
events by jumping the Abha Bheag,
a small river adjacent to their
homestead, They attended school
sporis ot Saint Michael's College
Listowel and other sports meet-
irigs.

They often finished first, second
third and fourth in the same event
showing greal promise for the fu-
ture. They travelled by bicycle to
meetings even as far sway as
Fermaoy in Cork.

S0 few people realize the dream
of winning a gold medal or setting a
new world eecord a2 Tim and Dan
did. It must have been a very ex-
elting time around Dirreen and
Athea during those heady days of
athletic victory abroad.

Family neighbours and friends
must have been so proed of the
brothers' exploits as the news ar-
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rived slowly of thelr suceesses in
England, Scotland Canada, und the
L5,

There were no phones, airmail
letters fuxes, emails, or skype at
the time to speed the news to
Farmed Dirreen.

Tim was born on August 17 1885,
and he was of fair complexion,
with [air hair and blue eyes and
stpod 5 foot eight inches, In com-
petitive action,

Hizs jumping skills were first re
vealed b his college sports, when
he jumped 1wo feet beyond the
kong jump pit during practice.

Hu also performed a remarkzhle
feat by jumping across the river
Gale, a jurmp of 23 feet from bank te
bank.

Al the ape ol 18 he won the two
Jump events st Listowe] sports, on
July 27 1904,

Suecess followed success, and
1907 was an excoplional year for
Tim, winning the All-Round
Championship of Munster at
Fermoy and the GAA Long Jump
Champienship plus sixteen ficst
prizes in a near record year for any
athlete.

1908 was destined 1o be Tim's
greatest year, and the following is
an extract from David Guiney's
book Silver, Gold PBronze, de-
seribing Tim's historic feat.

The triple jump at the fourth
Olympie Games in London, on July
26 1508 brought together the most
impressive fleld the event had
knows up to then,

There were 19 competitors, rep-
résenling seven nations, and 14 of
these had been over 46 feel in the
months preceding the Games.
There were three Ieishmen in the
competition Martin Sheridan rep-
resenting the USA, and Tim
Ahearne, and Michael Dineen, rep-
resenting the United Kingdom,

Sheridan injured himself in the
preliminary rounds and had 1o
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withdeaw, and Dineen was surpris-
ingly below form and was elimin-
ated in the early rounds.

The clear favourite was Erie
Larsen of Norway who had clearsd
over AB feel in the weeks coming
up Lo the event. Calvin Bricker, the
Canadian  champicn and  Plau
Adams, the American champion,
were seen as the likely threats to
him.

In the first round 15 competitors
cleared 44 feet, and eight of these
cleared 45 feet. Tim Ahcame
cleared 45 feet 8 inches which ap-
peared pood enough to earn him a
place in the final 6.

In the second round Larsen went
to 47 ft.2 % ins and Bricker to 48 fi.
2 ins. Garfield MeDonald from
Canada surprised evervbody with
his best jurng ever of 47 1. 10 W ins,
and a new Olympic recond,

It was short lived as the 23-year-
old Tim Ahearne finally showed his
Irish form, and landed far out into
the pit, to extend the Olympic re-
card Lo 48 4 ins.

In the first round of the final Me-
Donald had another magnificent
jump which carrbed him out Lo 48
fi. 5 %4 ins. and another Olympic re-
cord. None of the other five im-
proved their distances, but Tim
Jumped well over 47 feet.

The excilement was intense as
the competitors assembled for the
final round. Mountpleasant,
Adams, Bricker, and Larsen all
failed to improve on their best, and
MeDonald fouled his final effort.

It was all down now to Tim and
with his youth and lack of experi-
ence al top Internatbonal level; few
believed he was capable of any-
thing better.

He was the essenee of coolness
a5 he went to the top of the runway
for the last jump of the o
Olympic Games triple jump com-
ptition

He came in at a furious pace, hit

the board with & little margin to
spare, got in a fine opening hop,
took a remarkably long step, and
finished off with a great jump that
landed him far out towards the
end of the pit.

Following a delay to measure
and re-measuce the distance it
was announced that Tim Ahearne
had zet a new Olympic and World
record of 480 11 1iins (14.02
metersy,

Tim Ahearne, was the youngest
Gold Medal winner at the games
and the Olympic champlon of
1508,

His win in the British Champi-
onship in the Long Jump and
second place in the High Jump
gave him the Lord Alverston Cup
im 1505,

In 1g11 he was swarded the
Winged Foot Trophy for being the
best individual athlete to score
the greatest number of points for
the New York Athletie Club, Tim
died in December 1968 in New
York.

Tim and his brother Dan, who
died in 1948 brought great honour
and glory to the village by the
river Gale, and were true ambas-
sudors for West Limerick.

Dan was the Weaerld Record
Holder of the Hop, 3iep, and
Jump from 1909 Lo 1920 and he
finished Bth in that event at the
1930 games in Antwerp. Athea
Community Council erected a
Wing Foot Monument to the
brothers in 1998 in Athea,

In those days all athlebes were
cqual as there were no factlities,
coaches, or drugs, and the true
Olympie spirit shone through.

It was harder 1o win honours
making the achievements of Tim,
Dan, and our other Limerick ath-
lete's achievements far greater.
They did our country proud and
their deeds deserve to be re-
memibered.

[ will conclude with a verse
written about the brothers by
John Joe Sheehy from Lyreac-
romphane,

The County of Limertck has pro-
duced the warlds best althletes

Amd in the annels of sport re
corded are their feals

Jock Gredy and Dan Shanahar,
Paddy Ryan, from Pallesgreen

And fit to stand bezide them are
the Akearnes from Dirreen.
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on Castlem
wild ass jus

JohnB.Kea

THERE I5 a letter this week
from Edward Purser of
Bismarck in Morith Dakots,
Mioter Purser is 0 university
lecturerand some weeks ago
ong of his former pupils sent
him & copy of the Limerick
Leader. The copy contained
an acoount of the life and
times of our old frlend, the
Castlemahon wild ass,

“Drear Mr. Keane,

*1 was ilﬁh'iguud: to read
your account of the Cos-
temahon wild ass, Are you
ahaalutely ceértain that the
breed is completely wiped
out? Could you undertake an
in-depth search?

1 kneoow many foundations
and institutes who would
gladly put up the money for
this kind of undertaking.

“If necessary, | could go to
Ireland and help you or-
ganise a search party. | am
nat familiar with the Cas-
tlemahon  terrain but |
wiokld gladly lead an expedi-
Ligm into it Could you send a
map of the district?

“One of my chief reasons
for writing is 1o tell you
about the Missouri River
wild ass.

“Until the summer of
ninetesn sixty three it was
firmly believed that this
breed of ass was extinel.
Thi=was not sa.

A malntenancs waorker in
Fort Feck Reservair (which
is in Montana and forms the
dam on the reservoir} dis-
covered a small herd of wild
azses while on a shooting
wiekend with his son.

" These turned out to be
genuine  Missouri Wild
Aszses. 5o you mever know, 1§
is possible that there are s1ill
Castlemahon wild asses in
the hinterland there.

"1 will be eagerly awaiting
your letter.

“Yours sincere,

Edward Purser”

Charity

1 DONT know what 1o say.
Castlemahon locals whom |
mét recently in Ballybunion
assure me that there iz no
trace of the wild ass in Cas-
tlemakhon.

In fact | have received a
number of letters attacking
me for ever suggesting that
there wis such a creature as
a Castlemahon wild ass,

Same of these letters in-
sist that [ should write about
neither goats nor asses but
rather about real peaple and
real happenings. 1t §s never
gasy 1o please everybody.
There are some who love all
God's ereplures and some
who do ne,

There was the same
furore when | frst wrote
about Canavan's lalking dog.
Banana the Fourth, and later
ibaut his nephew, Banana
the Fifth,

About two years ago |
stopped writing about the
dog and now everywhere | go
people stop me and come
plain that they never hear of
Canavan's I‘.:Ll:l-:in“ dog these

OUTIN THE OPEN

days. 11's hard to know
to do. One must ook
higher authority. Whal
the Bible zay® Lel us L
the Book of Job, ¢h
thirty-nine:

Knowest  thou the
wnen bhe pild goata o
rogk bring forthE Or
thou mare wher the hir.
cafued

Canst  thou e
mdis thet they fulfi
Kroeest Chow She Hirme
they bring forid

: ThRey b [hemselpes
oreng _r:::-r.:.:l thiir young
fhey cast ol their sorro

Their young o0nes o
good liking, Lhey gro
wath eorn, they cest oul
surrgws: they go forth o
frirn mod umba them,

Wiho hath gent out ths
aa2 fread Or who hatk |
the bands of the wild as

He segrmeth the mul
af the eiby, melther regs
he the orying of the driv

I don't knoa
what to sa
Castlemaha
locals whon
met recently
Ballybunio
assure me tk
there is no tr
of the wild ¢
in Castlemak

e range r.l_l"ll'.|,: TROL
1% Ris pasture and he
aficth qfier every green

1 sincerely hope that
verses will silence my «
oF at least invesl ther
some charity.

Making the hay

BROTHER Stephen
s¢ll is mo stranger to
tdumns. He is still
tioned at the Al
Brothers Mursing Hon
Mary's Road, M
Manchester, and he §
writing poetry,

There now seems
every hope that a bo
same  will be publ
shortly by the Orilel Pr
Charleville.

Ted Riordan who b
head of this distingu
house knows a good |
from a bad one and it is
hoped that Brother 5
work will be in the |
shopa Yery soom,

His latest effort is @
talgle piece called "M
the Hay” Here are
verses from it.

The asphalt ‘neath r
is ol
Pollution jills the air;



