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Alan Owens

A FEATURE-length decumenta-
ry telling the tragic story of Lim-
erick climber Ger NIchnneJ’
summit of K2 has been select

for screening at the Su ‘1dmco
Film Festival.

The Summl‘ proﬁucad and di-
rected by Nick Ryan, is the onl iy
Irish film to be selected this year
Lor the wor‘ié’q ‘Biggcst indie-mov-

o festival, which was founded by
Renerz Redford.

The documentary tells the

story of tbe shocking events on
K2 when 11 of the 42 sl}m}mteﬁrc
- including Kilcornan man Ger
died on the world’s most danger-
ous mountain.

The film has
sereen in x,()

Ger McDonnell's story to feature in Sundance

dance|in January and was also
nominated for a prestigious Gri-
arson |Award for Best Documen-
tary at this year’s London Film
Festival.

1t tells the tale of Ger’s hero c
roscue of three trapped climbers
on the mountain - at the expense
of his/own life.

«“At|the heart of The Summit
Hes a mystery about one extraor-
dinary man, Ger McDonnell, who
wWas T,aced with a heart-wrench-
ing predicament at the very Hmit
£ his mortal resources.”
plained Nick Ryan
~ “He encountered a disastrous
secene and a moral dilemma: three
climbers tan g,% up in ropes and
running out of time.
the death zons, abo
metres, the body is lite

ve 8,000
rally dying

with each passing second. Moral-
ity iz skewed 180 degrees from
the rest of Hife. When a ¢l 1):rﬂ:-e‘"
falls or wanders off the trail, the
unwritten code of the mountain
is to leave them for dead.
“Had Ger McDonnell stuck to
;1: climbers’ code, he might still
be alive.”
The film is spectacular with
2 fast paced narrative, boast-
ing never before seen footage of
+he climb and its aftermath. The
McDonnell family, whﬂe uryt 1:t-

their blessing.
Producer Sarazh
RTE, said -he Su.i"&a




