John Joseph Flanagan won three gold medals for the USA in the hammer throw, silencing the boos of the London crowd in 1908

First Olympians made

R L3

L, ¥ 5

great mark on sport

M Limerick’s first medals came at Paris Games of 1900 courtesy of Flanagan and Leahy

THE RIO Olympic Games has
therown up a ot of controversy with
an Irish boxer falling o drug west,
questionable judging and the tieket
scandal and arvests,

Allofthe above has left lreland in
a poar light, with their reputation
tarnished after high expectations,
coming inte the games, for medals,
leish pecords, and personal best
performances.

It has been a disappolnting
games for our boxers, who exited
curly after 8 number of sirange
Judging decisions.

The silver medals won by Gary
and Faul (¥Dongaan in rowing and
Annalise Murphy in sailing have
been the highlight for us, It gave
the epuntry a great lift, which was
continued by Thoemas Barr, who
weas just edged out of & medal in the
oo huedles final.

The great achievements of Lim-
erick athletes, in winning Olympic
medals from 1900 10 1924 men-
tioned in last week's column, is
near forgotten sbout ot present.

Limeriek's first Qlympie medals
were won by John Flanagan, and
Paddy Leahy on July 16-17, a1 the
Paris Games in 1900,

Jehn Joseph Flanagan was born
bemeath the shadow of the
Moorestown  Mountains in  Kil-
breedy on January 28, 1868,

He was an Irish-American ath-
lete, and the first Olympie hammer
throw champion in 1900, He was
not alope & great Limerick athlete
but cne of the greatest stars that
ever graced the world stage.

He was an all-rounder who
brought the hammer (16 poumnds)
record from 140 feet 11 inches, to
184 feed 4 inches. He threw the 56
pound weight from 35 feel ten
tnches, to 38 feet 8 inches - surely a
remarkable achisvement.

A powerfully built man, standing
5 feet 10 inches, tall and weighing
220 pounds. Flanagan demon-
strated versatility early in athletic
events in his native Ineland. The co-
ordination of movement and dy-
namic energy which be brought to
the threwing of the hammer, and
the slinging of the half hundred
Was Bmazing.

He won competitions in the long
and triple jumps, shot put, and

hammer throw, taking the English
hammer championship in 1896 be-
fore emigrating to the United
States o year later,

At that time he already held the
wordd record for the hammer
throw. Flanagan in 1897 becamse
the first man to throw a hommir
more than 150 feet and in 1899 the
first to throw it bevand 160 feet.

He competed for both the New
York Athletle Chub, and the Irish
American Athletic Club,

Hu was part of a group of Irish-
Amd#rican athletes known as the
Irish Whales, In 1503 he became a
policeman in New York City and
his first posting was something of
a blessing.

He worked in the Burean of Li-
cences, where he had a lot of time
on his hands, which was mostly
used for training st the Irish Amer-
fean Athletic Club in Qneeens. He
wits one of the early masters of the
thres-turn technigue,

AL the 1500 Hympic Games in
Paris, Flanagan threw the hammer
49.73 m (163 feet 1 inchl to win the
first Obympic hammer theaw com-
petition, an event that the Irish-
American throwers would dom-
inate for two decades.

Flanagan also was the fiest to
throw the hammeer beyond 170 feet
fin 1901} and beyond 180 feet (in
1) With a throw of §1.23 m (168
feet 1 inch), he won a gold medal in
the hammer throw at the 1904
Olympées in 5t Louis, where he
alzo won a silver medal in the 56-
pound weight throw and finished
fourth in the diseus,

When e won a third gold medal
for the hammer throw (51.gem (1o
feet 4 inches) at the 1908 Games in
Lendon, the ceowd booed him for
his Irish heritage.

An element in the crowd ap-
peared to dislike the idea of an Ir-
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ishman, competing for the USA at
the Olympte Games, and made
their feelings elear, vocally, by
booing the Limerlek  man.
Flanagan defied their disapproval
to take the laurels with a theow of
almost 52 metres,

On July 24, 19068, Flanagan sel
his last world record in the
hammer, with a throw of 5618
meters, He quil the police foree in
ey, after his public office squad
wis abolished and he was trans-
ferred to the West 88th Street S1a-
tion, and forced to walk a beat
aleng Central Park West, giving
hifm no tme Lo compele,

Flanagan returned to lreland in
1441 and a few years later took over
the family farm on the death of his
father in February 24 1502,

He won his final internstional
event cormpeting against Scotland
im 1guy, plus the Irish hammer
championship in 191 and 112, He
later coached Patriek O°Callaghan,
the Irish hammer theower who
won Diympic gold medals, in 128
and 1932, tha Irish Free State’s first
gobd medal winner,

Inall Flanagan, in addition to his
three Olympic gobds, also won a
Silver medal in the 56lb Weight
throwing event ol 5t, Louis, in
1904,

Ower the course of his career he
set 17 world records, won nine US
Championships, and also won the
American shot-put tithe five times.
He died. aged 70 on June 4 1938 in
his native Limertck, and a statue
was erecled beside Martinstown
Church in 2001,

Patrick Joseph Leahy was born
on May 20 1877 in Cregane,
Charleville on the border between
Limerick and Cork. Their home off
the main road was just & stone's
theow from the rebel county and
the family were often cliimed as

from Cork. He was one of seven
bredbers all of whom were
sportsmen, and their sister was
just as good,

Paddy who was a born jumper
stood @t 5 foot 9 inches, and
weighed 12 stone whilst in training
and he first appeared as a compet-
itor in 1845,

He¢ was wuniversally acknow-
ledged the most stylish jumper
that ever crossed a Lath, Beautifully
buile, e ran hke all the L-l:-al_'u.’s,
straight at his leap, rose almost
perpendicularly, pleked his knees
to his chin, in a most #atural
fashion, swung arcund on tap with
no apparent effort and landed fa-
cing his take off as lightly a3 a
thistle down.

Al ninetesn meetings in 1998 he
hed 43 firsts In  competition
against lreland’s greatest athletes,

Paddy won the British high jump
in Dublin in 1898 with & record
jump of & . gin, (Lg3m). He also
competed internationally in the
long jumip and the triple jump,

In the oo Olympic Games, in
Parizs competing for Great Britain,
and Ireland Leahy took part in
three jump disciplines,

He won the silver medal, in the
high jump 1.78m, behind Ieving
Baxter, of the United States, and
the bronze medal in the long jump
G.im, bedind Alvin Kraenzlein,
and Myer Prinstein.

He finished in fourth place in the
hop, step and jump behind
Prinstein, James Connelly, and
Lewis Sheldon,

In 145045 Paddy and Con Leahy
emigrabied to the Undted States.

At the Irish Games in Chicage in
May 1915 when Paddy was 40 years
of age, e jumped 5 foot and a half
ineh in the standing high jump, 11
foot 10 inches in the standing long
Jjump and 35 feet g inches in the
three standing jumps (hop step
and jumplan unparalicled achieve-
ment for his age.

Paddy won the following Irish
Championships: six high jump
titles, two long jump titles, 1 teiple
Jump title, plus 16 other placings.
Poddy died in America on
December 29 19@7, aged 50,

We will continwe our Olympic
story next week,
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AS 1 LOOK back over the
years and try to recall the
most significant event of our
time one incident comes 1o
mind which shows more
clearly than any ether the
changes that have taken
place in rural Ireland since
the wenrisome und
depressing thirties,

Innishbeg Bog s probably
one of the smallest bogs in
the seuthwest of Ireland but,
if this is so, it is true to say
that its turf is blacker and
more lasting than any other
typee of turf,

The turf from Dirha Bog is
more pleasant and the turf
from Lyre Bog more weighty
but nene have the consist-
ency of the Innisbeg
produect.

I remember well that it
was the month of June, in
the year of Our Lord nine-
teen forty two, when the
first Towmnie made his ap-
pearance in lnnishbeg.

Nineteen forty twa was
the year of the battle of
Midway and the Coral Sea. It
was also the year of the
Baftle of Stalingrad and El
Alamein. In the same year
the Germans completely
overran all of E‘nm:i;:u: in
Innizshbeg it was the year of
the first Townle.

He came cycling up the
trog road dressed in a sports
ecat, flannel pants, collar
and tie and bow shoes. When
the rays of the sun struck his
hend his hair glinted and we
knew from this that he was
well dosed with hale odl.

At the time there were
three of ws re-futting two
sleans of turf for & neigh-
bour. There was myself, Pat-
cheen McCarthy  and
Stafford Cripps. His real
name, of course, was nol
Stafford Cripps but he
looked s0 much like the
famous English statesman
that he was nicknamed for
him,

[ was fram the town too, of
course, bul under no cir-
cumstances could | e called
a Townie, since | was reared
in Lyreerompane and had
the aceent, manners and
disposition of the natives of
that happy place,

Who is it?

AS THE owelist  ap-
proached, we were ab our
wits" ends to identify him.

“What manner of man ks
this,” said Patcheen Me-
Carthy, “who comes in the
noon of the day in Sunday
clothes and low shoes?"

“He hastobe an insurance
agent,” said Stafford Cripps,
but when it transpired that
o of the three of us were
insured we were forced 1o
EUESS A,

“aha”  =aid  Patcheen,
“he's some new sort of in-
spector to do with futting
and re-futting.®

We dismizsed this as
being ludicrous and as the
eyelist drew nearer we could
see that he was o man of

thirty or se. Whe
few yards from o
dismounted and
where was the ba
which had been
witks  previom
Masheen Daran,

We showed hir
and he went vy,
this was the Town
eommissioned
Docan to eut ki
firing.

He was no wea
to ful tuef and &
wore on he left a f:
stoaling in his wa
hvis hvead Serewed
cause wihen it ca
for the four a'cl
stralghtensd hin
taking a parcel fir
rier of his eycle, a
us, We had a fire
gallon of spring
on the bail on top

“Is there “ere
dald he, "thot [ &
dirop of that boili

We told him h
CoEmE S he gave i
of sugar and ta
mixed it with
When the brew
drawn we proces

Cripps w
and on ¢
the man’s
To wec
Spﬂrtﬂ i
going to t
was flyi
the face «

our bread and
cold bacon.

The Townie i
parcel and pea
sandwiches, On
consisted of tom
other egg and onl
Stafford Cripps
cheen MeCarthy
tomatoes before
did they mistoo
small apple=. Tl
onion puzzled it
neither said a »
meal was over.

*1 beg r ]
sapd Stafford C
wie hod smoked,
you tell ws wha
ealing®"

The Towrnie ox

“Why,” askec
MeCarthy, “do 3
tomatees up in
Wouldn't they |
et at if you puti
of thi bread ani
also see what
eating. How wou
what might sli
sandwich when
would be turned

The Townie
swer Lo Lhis so h
and pesurmed his

Suddenly Sl
wenl on his twh
croesed himself

“The end of
can't be too far
b, “wehien you s
like that, Wh



