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Positine, guprmadonn
LIMERICKFC wort bepress.
ing tha panic button yet de-
spite awin-less starttothe

Airtricity League season.

Stuart Taylor's Limerick
have just two draws from
their opening four games of
the new Premier Division
season and face into double
gameweekend.

*There is a belief in the
dressing room that we havea
good enough squad to go and
wingamesand it doesn't mat-
ter who it 15 against - | think
we proved that against 5t
Pats, that we cango and com:-
pete,” stressed Taylor ahead
of Friday trip to the Belfield
Lo play UCT.

Limerick arethen backin
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Thomond Park on Monday
night to play Cork City.

gh'ﬂnu: wit havea full squad
up and running with game
time under their belts - we
are aggood a team as anyone
else in the league,” said Tay-
lor.

“We have had a lot of inju-
ries and illnesses and that's
probably what it is down to.
But everybody iscoming back
and we are keeping positive-
wearestarting to see the fac-
escome back on thepitchand
just hope that wecan gofrom
strength to strength,” said
Taylor ofthe sluggish start.

"It a very very long sea-
son and we are only four
games inlo the league cam-
paign and have two points
onthe heard. Wehave played
first and second place from
last year but still we would
like to have more points on
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the board”

He added: "I think we
should have more points on
the board. There are loads of
games to rack up points and
onceweget everyone back fit
we will be fine”

Last Friday night, Declan
‘Fabio’ O'Brien’s tap in goal
from close range on the half
hour mark helped unbeaten
Drogheda United record a1-0
win over Limerick before an
attendanceofjust 855 paying
customersat Thomond Park.

LEMERDCK FG: Barry Rymn, Shaun Eidy,
Hephen Folan, Shane Duggan | Cagt), Rery
Galtny, Shand Trace Palrick Noas (Rt s
Wil T, Dhisrigh Roairdord (i Gur-
fn SO S Metirath [Tam Mobianus 14,
Sarna Do, Jacti Hushes
DEROGHEDA UTD: D Rysn, Shane
rames, Ao Mohialy (et Brady [Card
\e¥asiahp 84, G Hplchean, Gy Iiiedl,
Gawie Bronnan {Cagd], Claran Mo Guigan,
(irn Droyle, Dechan O Srion | Bustin MeCann
B8, Eric Fobey [Stophen Maher 1)

Limerick soccer community
mourns death of Sean Cusack

AlDAN CoRE
Soorti Heportar
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WITHOUT doubt, Sean Cu-
aack, whodied this week, was
oneofthemost accomplished
inside forwards every to don
the blue jersey of Limerick
AFC.

He was capped for the
Republic of Ireland against
France in the World Cup
qualifiers at Dalymount Park
on November16, 1952, agame
that ended 1-1. Also in that
side were two other Limerick
players, Johnny Gavin from
Janesharn, whao starred with
Norwich and later with Tot-
tenham Hotspur, and Tom
"‘Bud'Ahern who played with
Luton Town,

Sean Cusack made his
League of Ireland debut with
Limerick at the Markets Field
inseason 194647 joiningalo-
cal side that included Willie
O'Grady, Eamonn Clancy {who
was later {o win a Munster
Senior Cup with Shannon in
1560), international goalkeep-
er Willie Hayes, Johnny Gavin
and Kevin Holman.

In an era where wingers
played close to the whitewash
and theinside right and inside
left operated as modern-day
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midfielders, Sean Cusack was
gifted with exceptional foeot-
balling skillsand hiscontribu-
tion to both senior and junior
soceer (where he played with
Rallynanty Rovers) have never
been forogtten.

He helped Limerick AFCto
theirfirst every League of Ire-
land suceess on Sunday, No-
vember 151, 1953 when they
beat Dundalk in Oriel Park in
athriller, Trailingz-o with 20
minutes remaining, Cusack
showed calmness toslot home
a penalty that brought Limer-
ick back into it at 2-1. )

Minutes later Georgie
Lynan shot past Dundalk
keeper D'Arcy toequalise and
the winner from Paddy "Bea-
ver' Cronin created Limerick
soecerhistory. Thevictorious
Limerick AFC side included
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ALimerick taam of the sarhy 19503 Sean Cusack s inthe middia of thafrent

Batey Neilan, Georgie Lynam,
Sean 'Geezer’ O'Dwyer, John
Meilan, Willie Aherne, Willie
O'Grady, Patsy Collopy, Peter
Bradley, Sean Cusack, Gerry
O'Grady, captain; Paddy ‘Bea-
ver' Cronin and Mick Hayes.
Willie ‘Blarney’ Keane wasthe
team manager,
Husband of the late Nancy,
Sean Cusack, who passed away
at the Midlands Regional Hos-
pital, Portlaoise, issurvived by
his daughters Rosemary and
Regina, sons Kieran, Declan
and Sedn, sons-in-law, daugh-
ters-in-law, grandchildren,
great-grandehildren, brother,
sister, relatives and friends.
His funeral mass took
place at 5t Munchin's Church
on Tuesday with burial after-
wardsin Mungret Cemetery.
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