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Aidan Corr pays
tribute to former
Limerick soccer
great Joe O'Mahony
who passed away
thisweek

HE was one of those Lim-
erick players whomwe all
aspired to be, who we ad-
mired and who we envied.
Joe 0'Mahony was a natural
footballing talent who could
have plied histrade onany
soccer pitch onthis globe
and had the ability to com-
petewith the greatest.

A product of Limerick’s
greatest ever soccer acad-
emy, Reds United, a club
founded by of Dave Morton,
Jack Tuohy and Joe O'Neill
in the 19508, he was one of a
rare cropwhocontributedto
the haleyon days of the Mar-

kets Field between 1960 and
its sad closure in 1984.

As a schoolboy with Pa
Wilmott's Prospect, Joe
O0’'Mahonystood outatavery
early age.

Iremember him training

Farewell to Joe
ofLimerick'salltimegreats

stepping down after dec-
ades of service to the Blues,
O’Mahony slotted in with
ease at half back in 1967.
He felt at home in a back-
line that was marshaled by
‘Fitzy, Fenton and Finucane
and included Vinny Quinmn,
Johnny Ryan, Tommy Mur-
phyand Sean Byrnes. Amore
solid backline you could not
wish for on your debut and
after winning the Dublin
City Cupin1g970, Joe had one
of his finest hours a year lat-
er, giving a sublime display
in the FAI Cup final replay
against Drogheda United at
Dalymount Park as Limerick
made history.

It was the start of an
era when Limerick soccer
reached unprecedented
heights and Joe O'Mahony
wascentraltoevery achieve-
ment. He was a member of
theside that wonthe League
Cup in 1975/76 and had his
greatest honour when he
lifted Limerick’s second
league title on an unforget-
table Sunday afternoonin St
Mel's Parkin Athloneinig8o.
That success led to Joe lead-
ing out the Limerick United
side in the Bernabeu Stadi-
um in Madrid on October1of

One fine day: In 1980 Limerick played Real Madrid in the European Cup in Lansdowne Road. Here Limerick captain Joe 0'Mahony, who died this week,
exchanges pennants with Real Madrid captain and Germaninternational Uli Stieleke
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Points to date: Charleville 13, Murroe 12, Cap-
pamore 12, Holycross 11, Herbertstown 3,
Kilmalbock 1,

U-11 Division1

Allgames at Zpm

Castle Utd v Gafbally, Kilbehanmy v Kiltealy,
Kniocklong-Hospitalv Cullen-Donahill
Paints to date: Galbally 18, Cullan-Donohill
10, Kilbehenny 10, Kitteely 7, Castle United 4,
Knocklong-Hospital 3
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Charlevillev Herbertstown, 11.00; Knocklong-
Hospitalv Galbally, 11.00; Holyeross v Kilmal-
lock Utd, 12.30; Morroe v CullenyDonohill, 2,00
Points todate; Charleville 18, Rathkeale 18,
Holycross 12, Galbally 12, Murroe 3, Cullen-
Donohill 6, Herbertstown 6, Kifmallock 3,
Knocklong-Hospital 0

U-15Premier Leagua
Allgames at1lam
Cullen/Donehillv Cappamore Celtic; Herbert-
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Kilteelyv Kilbehenmy, Rathkeale v Croom Utd,
Holycrossv Charleville B

Points to date: Rathkeale 19, Holycross 16,
Croom12, Kitteely 8, Charleville B3, Kilbe-
henny 3

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12

Girls U-16 Premier
CharlevillevMurroe, 1am: RathkealevCor-

clubs must taxt League PRO Bill Hayes 086-

B448503 with match resubtand name of goal-
scorers. Pleasa also text Pat Dunine Fixtures

secratary 086-83380T with match result.

Full fixtures for second half of all lsagues will

be circulated by end of this week. Girls U-14
leagues wil recommencea Sunday, January
19 and Girls U-12 leagues will recommence

Sunday, January 26

lock) representad the County at senior lavel,
Jessie Smithand Jack 0'Callaghan (Char-

 leville) and James Fitzgerald (Croomand now

with Mungret/Regional) were on the junior
teamand all aguitted themselves quite well,

ITEC

Would any Players and Coaches like to com-
plete a FETAC/QQ! Internationally Recognised
Sports Course? They can qualify onfine as
aFETAC accredited Sports Coach, Sports

indimming summer nights  thatyear,havingbeendrawn pressed disappointment wouldplayonandhischance aboutthe great daysofLim- Alex and Aoibhinn, sisters

in Caledonian Park, swing-  againsttheSpanishgiantsin that the elusive full Irish was lost. Joe was, however, erick soccer. Mary and Anne, brother-in-
| ingincorners,leftfoot,then thefirstroundoftheEurope- capnevercamehisway.The cappedatyouthinternational Attherelativelyyoungage law, nephews, nieces, rela-

right foot for AlFinucaneto  anCup.Furtherhonourwas manner in which he came levelforlrelandinMarch1966 of 65, there is great sadness  tives, his football colleagues

test goalkeeper Kevin Fitz- tofollowwithJoecaptaining within seconds of winning againstNorthernIrelandand amongstLimericksoccerfans and many friends.

patrick with pin-pointedac- LimericktotheirsecondFAI that cap remain part of lo- also represented the League ofhiserathathehasleftusso Reposing at Griffin’s fu-

curacyonthevolley. Theyall Cup win, this time against calfolklore.Onthebenchin ofIrelandagainsttheScottish unexpectedlyandsosuddenly neral Home, John's Gate on

graduated toLimerickCun- Bohemians on a wet and Prague in 1969 for a World Leagueand Australiainig7o. butJoeO'Mahonywillalways Thursday, January g, from

der the tutelage of Jack Tuo- miserable afternoonin Da- Cup qualifier, Joe having The last time that I met beremembered asoneofthe 4.30pm.Removalat6.30pmto

hy and Ewan Fenton and,in  lymount Park in1982. discarded the tracksuitand Joe O'Mahony was in the Re- greatest soccer players this  Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

season, the Mulgrave Street Despite all his achieve- readytoreplaceaninjured, demptorist Church.Itwasa cityhasever produced. Funeral on Friday, January 1o,

homeofLimerick soccerbe- mentsonthe playing fields, green-shirted colleague, hotsummer’safternoonafew Joe is survived by hiswife after 12 noon Mass to Castle-

came their stage every sec- Joe remained a genuinely awaited the signal to come years back, we weretheonly Sheila, daughters, Lauraand mungret Cemetery

ond Sunday for almost 20 shyand humble sportsman. on. His dream was shat- twointhechurch,andwesat Lisa, son David, sons-in-law May he rest in peace.

years. He seldom spoke about his  tered when theinjured par- onthe confessional seatnear Ger and Robbie, grandchil-

With Des McNamara playing days and never ex- tysuddenlyindicatedthathe St Gerard’saltar and chatted drenLauren, LucyandConor,
| | U-11 Division 2 m&mmd;dﬂa A; Knocklong-Hospitalv bally, 2pm Pﬂﬂéﬁﬁiﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂﬂé\;ﬁm dnéﬁ.relaag.us Mmﬁfméipurf.& Pr?ircémlinﬁg;ihs'grarlﬁlt- .
£ 1 ! . ano Lasrmgn ness S\ - TRIrn
ﬂwum‘i mm " gﬁgﬁﬁlﬁ& CroomUtdvChar Points to date: Charleville 17, Kilmallock 16, Girls U-16 Division 1 Clare and North Tipperary, played their Cork Educational Cantre - Ireland's ﬂnﬁnespgrts
loville B Herbertstown 12, Cappamare 6, Cullen- Mungretv Regional, 2pm; BallylandersvHo- counterpartsat Blarney on Friday lastand, College.

U-11Promier Loague Points todate: Croom 19,5t Pats 12 Charleville Donahill 5, Knocklong/Hospital 3 lycross, Zpm whileitwasa necessary exerciss, little could Allthese courses can be complated online,
Allgamesat 12.30 B 6, Holycross B4, Bruff 0 i i i . be learned in the very difficult conditions. saving time and cost of travel while gaining
Charleville Av Kilmallock Utd, Herbertstowny onl Reminder: No changes to fixtures permit- Patrick McDenagh (Herbertstown) and Ed anew FETAC/Q0I Sports Qualification. Far
Cappamore Caltic; Murroe v Holycross, 3.30 U-13 Promiar League Allgamesat Tlam ted after 12 noon on Thursdays. Also both Valadka (Regional Utd and formerly Kilmal- further details on our Ondine FETAC Sports

Courses please visit the website or link below
orcalion 012081832 or contact cur league
secratary for details. Courses available are
Exerciseand Fitness (FETAC Level 5);:Sparts
Coaching (FETAC Level 6): Sports Nutrition
(FETAC Level €); Sports Psychalogy (FETAC
Level 6). You may alscwrite to Niall Murphy,
ITEC Online Sports Courses, The Learning
Centre, Laopardstown Business Centre, Bal-
lyogan Roed, Leopardstown, Dublin18.
orclick onwwaw.irtshtraining.ie/health
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