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Joe Waters hopes of
claiming a regular
spot on the Republic
of Ireland inter-
national team were
given a boost late last
year when he was
drafted into the panel
for the Nations Cup
game against North-
ern Ireland at
Windsor Park.

Though he failed to get into the,
side from the start, he was drafted
Into a midfield role midway
through the second period when
Gerry Daly was injured, And Wat-
ers thought he played well encugh
to warrant a recall for the forth-"
coming international against Eng-
land y

The 25 year-old Limerickman
has had his ups and downs at inter-
national level. He won his first cap
1o Ankara in 1976 when, from the
full-back position, he scored the
Republic’s equalising goal in their
3-3 draw with Turkey. By all
accounts he had a fine game in a
position which was new to him.

However, a lot of water lowed
under the bridge until he was next
summoned into action-agajnst
Northern Ireland. Such is the qual-
ity of Joe's play inghis capacity as
captain of Grimsby Town that the
Republic's team manager, Johnny
Giles, just cannot ignore his form

The former Wembley Rovers
schoolboy has the fishing port club
sitting pretty in the top four of the
Third Division and also guided
them ta the quarter finals of the
League Cup, in which they were
hedten by Wolverhampton
Wanderers

AMAZING

He had an amazing start to his
career in England. Joining Lelces-
ter t‘nE at the age of 15, he made
his debut two years later-in the
Yuarter final of the FA Cup.
Leicester's opponents on that day
were Queens Park Rangers. The
unknown Watgrs helped himself 10
the headlines gn the following day
with a brace of goals thal sent Lhe
Midlanders info the semisfinals

"1 thought that my achlevement
then was going to b my launchong
pad o greater things, but unfor-
lunately this was not o be. Leices-
ter had a big number of experi-
enced players 81 the time and when
Alun Birchenall recovered from
njury, | wag relegated to the suby
bench,”

Wilcrs  became . disillusioned
with: reserve team football, He
imked for a transfer, which was
reluctantly ugreed o by the club,
Grimsby heard he was availuble
and thelr nu‘ppurlcu came up with

the £10,000 trunsfer fee
demunded y
1 must wdmit al being

npprehensive  about Joining the
Muriners, Afier all it ‘was a drop
from Division One but | wanted
regular first team football and that
happened at Blunde)l Park, Also a
erucinl factor was the response of
the fans, They made me foel “al
home and in the end the decision to
comedo Grimsby wag an casy one,"’
CAPTAINCY

Ironically, he was not the boss's

choice for the captaincy, Explained

‘claims

Joe: “Back in August, 1977, Keith
Hanvey was all set 1o take the job,
but an unfortunate injury kept him
outof the early season games. | was
given the chance to prove mysglf,
though Mr. Newman warned me
that my disciplinary record would
have to improve. The added
responsibility of captaincy has
elped 10 improve my game and
lemperament-after all, the captain
cannot afford 1o haye a string of

Table Tennis:

Milk's A Winner
for Alan

l4-year-old Alan Marshall is
now ranked No. 2 Cadet in Ireland
At the Junior and Cadet Inter-
provincials recently held in Plassey
House, Alan was one of two who
won 8 of his'9 matches, the other
being 15 year old Geraldine
Leonard (Dublin). The Limerick
and District Table Tennis Associ-
ationr would like to extend their
Ifra!:fulrhanksm’ﬂr Al Finucane,
Limerick Dairies, who arranged o
‘have free milk available 1o all the
players participating in the Inter-
Provincials, Also many thanks to
spoasor, ‘S.P.S,, Shannon Airport,
A.LB., O'Conrell Street.
Without these sponsors i1 would
not have been possible 10 suc-
cessfully stage the Championships

DETERMINATION

Mary Sheehan is now in the
Frumm:nl position of No. 3 in Ire-
and and during a conversation
with coach, Billy Marshall earlier
this week he gave Mary tre-
mendous praise fgu the effort and
 the fantastic amount of training she
she has put in this season. He wen:
'on lo say that Mary has becn
unlucky not to be chosen 1o rep
resent Ireland at the European
Championships o be held in
Berne, Switzetland in April, This
will not stop Mary from attempting
to win Ihc_l[rinh Open in Belfast on
F‘ehruur) Ird/4th, where she isalso
scheduled 10 uppear as guest player
(for the American or Canadian
leam who will participate in the
leam evenl,

Mary hasbeen pipped at the post
Tor one or (wo Irish Caps this seu-
son, However, thix highlights her
most  outstanding (tail=deler-
mination, As Mr Nﬁll‘lh’i‘l“ sy, "L
/I8 tough at the top In ladids” 1uble
{tennis In Ireland und Mary is nos
infrald of the sruggle necehsury 1o
get there,” -

AL mahugement me¢ting of the
Irish Tuble Tennis Asvogiation luxi
weekénd the following Irish Rank
ing Lists were (mued nrlthe SCANON
'TSI'HU:

Mew-1, Kovin Keane (1.); Joim

2, Colum Slevin (L) and M., Kin-
pella (U K,): 4, J. Hickey (L); Joint
8,0, cir(Ugnnd'I'.Hl!uxicy(U);
7 P. Glynn (U.K.); 8,1, Hamll
[l.?‘. 9, D. Pemberton l.?
. Ladies-1, A, L.eonard, ( Ji 2, D,
Kilpatrick (L); Joint 3, E. Cash
U!. M. Sheehan (M); 5, P. Hunter
U); 6, G. Leonard (L)) 7, V,
Moare (L))

cautions fo his name

He admits that in his first season
as captain he did have problems
and at times found it hard going. In
this respect he praises manager
John Newman. *He made me real-
1s¢ my potential, made me work at
my game and has given me the con-
fidence in my own ability"

With ("mmshy in foarth spot in
the Third Division, Joe is hopeful

Junior Boys—1, C.Slevin (L);2,
M. Greene (L); 3, R McWilliame
(U);, 4, D, Flanagan (U); Joint 4]
M. Cherry (L), J. O'Connell (M)
D. Crowley (L), R Barry; .9 A
Walsh (L)} 10, B. Orr (U); 11| N
McGrane (L); 12, K, Galvin (i)
13, A, Greene (LY |

Cadet Boys-1, A. Walsh (L)12,

- A Marshdll (M); 3, 1, Fall (1) 4,

M. Wooser (1.);5, G Casey (U); 6,
A, Robson (U); 7,8 Hayes (1.); 8,
O'Hara (U); 9, B McGrane (1);
10, K. O'Leary (M), 11, M. Burke
(C); 12, T! Quinn Py

Junior Girls—], ;. [conard (L);
2, L. Gibson (U); 3, J, Wightman
(Li); 4, P. Blair (L); 5. K Ring(L.);
6,). Green(L); 7.¢ McGrane(L).

Cadet Girls- |, E Tuohy (1.); 2,
A. M. Reilly (L): 3, E, Nelson (U);
4, A Flood (L), 5, A. N. Other
(U); 6, A, N. Other ()7
Leonard (L); 8, 7T Fortune (1.); 9,

M. Chrigstie (U): 10, H Watson

(U). |
M-Munster: | Leinster;

U=Ulster; C-Connacht i

SCHOOLS LEAGUE

I'he schools leagud s now back
to normal after Christmas holidays
If you 'have any queries please do
not hesitate to contact Mr. Bil)
Hayes, League Secretary, The first
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thal he can lead them into the sec-
ond, He is epjoying his foothall
with them and in[his three seasons
at Blundell Patk has won the
respect and admifation of all those
connected with the Mariners,

His ambitions| are 10 bet back
into the Irish squad and to play
again in the Firj Division

When Grimshy played Liver-
pool in the FA [Cup at Ansficld
over a week ago| Joe was watched
by his father, Ndd, a former Gar-
ryowen player, apd his two uncles,
Gerard and Fony. “They are my
most ardenl admirers," he con-
cluded |

|

match played ;al'lur the holidays
was 5t. Clement’s v. Ard Scoil Ris
Ard Scoil Ris were just lucky to
beat St. Clemen}'s, 5-4

TREAT IN ST(LR]-Z

FOR TABLE

TENNIS FANS

The Munster Branch of the Irish
Table Tennis Astociation has been
allocated a F iropean  League
maltch: Ireland Switzerland, to
be played on IMarch 13th, in
Limerick’s Roydl Georgé Hotel.
We are honoured 1o be given the
apportunity of hpsting this impor-
lant and attractiye European Lea-
El;u fixture, howgwer, this can only
¢ done with the help of local spon-
sorship, sorif we are to stage this
prestigious’ evémft we nee your
linancial suppor

It 15 estinatetd that 4 sum of
approximately| £500 will be
required 1o prgmote this inter-
national Tixture dnd we are looking
for & sponsor who would be pre-
pared 1o sponspr the evenl, in
return for whic they would get
publicity i thef local press and
match programnie, free T}]U:.pil.'!'ily
al the reception pfterwards and up
toa maximum ofl SO free atdmission
tickets. Your eafly response indi
caling your support would be a
Iremendous encduragement 1o us,

B

Miss Brid Mulcahy (left) and Miss Karen Kennedy, both

from Newcastle

West at the coursing meéting i New-

castle Wedt on Monday Jast
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BY JOHN
O'SHAUGHNE

+Although Li
United hicupped
recent League
against Droghe«
Cork, player-m.
Eoin Hand, is ng
to be pressurise

accepting Portsn
‘offer of loanin
players to the
leaders.

“Admittedly, we ¢
through a sticky p:
personally 1 don’t
would be wise at this
recruit two players fr
land. They would ta
time to settle in gnd w
afford the luxury ¢
such a gamble in the
in for honours.”!

" He is concerned that b
without striker, Gerry [
the visil to Dalymoupn)
Sunday, but is heartemn
news that central defen
dan Storan, could be
action within a week.

Inthe event pf Duggar
fit for this tough assignme
Bohemians, then it is a
tain that his place will
Kennedy, aplayer who
scoring touch this seaso

Bohemians are going 1
tough nut to crack. In rec
lhe%' beat Dundalk 1-0)
with Shamrock Rovers,
ager, Billy Young, pre
they will help to open t}
League honours,

But,-as Hand sees it,
are capable of producing
football at Dalymount Pz
is Lnoking to this fixtu
degree of optimism,

"“The occasion will sui
think we can lift our gar
with Bohs," said Eoin.

This will be Limer

The winners of the |
prizes by Frank Ge
gross; Jimmy Daly,



