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Shock at death of
soccer star Tony

.aBy.AIDAN CORR
[ IMERICK sport was

' numbed this morning
: with the news of the

sudden death of for-
mer Limerick United
soccer ‘ star, - Tony

: Meaney.

i Aped 52, he collapsed.
tat his hnmo last night
iand ‘was , later  pro-
i nounced  +dead at
i LLimerick- Regional
; Hospital,

P Tony was one of | the
feiys best known), foat

! ballers and came to'promi-

nenee  both at schoolboy
and ! minor level | with

i Ballynanty Rovers.

and i Tony

i . .

otrere —s apisuare

-

‘His outstanding talent as
Lwinger or inside forward
5 quickly .~'pu|lrj-d by,
[ORESENIOr SOCCor;: Seouts
; wis!isigt
Limerick ARG managen”
Mddy - Coad inl 1967 <af1dr

Eawdtn: Fonton had fef the
club #or: a o stinti wWith
Lanfield in' ¢ the s Ivish

League.
He was a substitute, that
season ' as’ Limerick wer 0

LS

d by

knocked out of the FAI Cup
by Dundalk in Oriel Park.
Tony Meaney went o2 to
share in Limerick senior
soccer’s: best run of suc-
cesses. He won a regular.
place in the team and was
part of the Limerick AFC
slde that enjoyed their best
ever' run of achievements.
In' 1970 he played an
important role as Limerick
won the Dublin City Cup
and the following season,
he had one of the his best '
ever campaigns as ‘the

,Blues’ brought the FAI Cup -

‘to the city for the first time
in ‘their history after n
thrilling [final replay vie-
tory: over. Drogheda pn
April 22, 1971, Tony then
helped Limerick to succdss
it the League Cup /in
1975/76 and under the man-
agementt cof o the | ljte
Frankie:iJJohnson, lepc-d
L.imerick reach, thei & s

4 ond FAT Cup final in 1077

going down 2:0 to Dundalk.

Thearrival of Foin Hahd
a8 Limerick: manager her.
alded more success for the
ralented. footballer, In ane
ol Limerick senior soceer's
mast exciting campaigns
ever, Tony helped Limerick

Limerick earn

Limerick FC.....L.. A
Jray W.mdorvrs A
A | \

THERE was no scarcity
alddrama and “excite-

nientat the Pike Roversy
S Sports Ground vesters
davas battling Limerick

FEclawed s their ,}\'13“
back from two goalsiin
arrears. tos snatch

~deserved share. of thL-'
against; high-.

honours
riding Brav Wanderers.:
The:pity was that 5o few

were present, with nomore .
having:

than 2001 fan

i

passed through the gate,
Still in'with a chance of
place in the Top Four,
© Limefick travel to (nhh
I{.lmhluu on next
and have been fore
authorities ' t
hack fixture

ay thedr
L opgainst

“Kilkenny City at the Plke

Growylsion Tuesday we ‘k.
Wit 2 o'clock  sti
.,l'm‘mnr vhan man Mich wl

O'Sullivan described that

i decision’ as a ridiculous.
“piece of: planning by the
: zmthoritlos.

Bray. who needed to Win
resterday if they were tof
back to t'he top of the tab e.

- and won his |last

to their qccond league suc-
CeSS xc‘orlm, the crucial
penalty in the final game
against Athlone Town in St
Mel's Park that|gave United *

the point necessary to take *

the title.

He played with|Limerick
against Real Madrid in the
two! European 'Cuip games
in 1980 as well as against
Torino, Snuthdmpton and
Dutch side, AZ67 Alkmaar
| major
national trophy when help-
ing Limerick to their sec-
ond FAI Cup success with a
1-0 victory over, Bohemians
at. Dalymount Rark in 1982,

Tony Meaney was a nat
ural footballer of excep-
tional ability. Even in his
teenage venrs he was able
to deal with the big ocea-
sion and  soccer  fans
throughout the country

twill be saddened by his

sudden teath

Well  known in the bar
business in the city, he
once ran the former Lannhy
Frasers Bar iy

Thomondgate, |

cheader

f

~ereated the

I He is survived by his
wife.  Trudy, sons  and
daughter, relatives' and.
friends. .

a point

had' the elements behind
them in the first hali and
first | chance
when Paul Forsvth had a
saved by John
Healy, The  adventurous
Robhbie MceGuinness blazed
wide from a favourabie
position.

Stephen O'Flvnn had the
ball in the netat the other
end in 30 minutes but was
whistled back for offside,

Bray went ahead beflore
the interval when the ball

hit: off Kieran O'Brien on

its'way to the net.

The talented Eamonn
Zayed consolidated their
position :mmedmel) on:

. .the change of ends.

Limerick, with two suc:
- cessive draws behind them,:
upped the tempo and sub-
stitute Derek  McCarthy

' raised hopes when he con-

" nected with 'a Sweeney
,' cross. Both teams had their

- chances afterwards in the
. ‘rain, and just ‘'when it

ii ‘looked 'as if>Bray had
3 nchleved enough to record :

third . win_ over the .|
Shannonsldcm in the cur-

rent: campaign, they wcne
denied by an-unusual Eon
from: Brendan iHu

Bray ket hri

(o} Connmng to.
clear, o mana to fist’
the! ball onto:the. back of".
the: midfielder and it went |

ver the line.
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Tony Menneyfcclebrures after scoP
title in Athlone in April 1980
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