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5§ from all blame, Duspite

having brought successful
prosecutions against tap-
pers in the courts, West-
ward admit they are no
nearer solving the problem.
“It is difficult to understand
the mentality of such peo-
le. They don’t have regard
or their neighbours or the
law, and just persist in
cither tapping into the sys-
tem or causing damage.”
Westward appreciative of the
help they have received
from the Gardai, have now
written to Garda Sergzeants
in all city stations advising
them of the continued dam-
age being caused to their
property. In the case of
Garryowen this week, it
cost Westward well in ex-
cess of £100 for materials

Clifford.
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JNDS
S MAN

one of two

As he lay wounded on
the floor of the post office
the gang fired up to ten
shots of warning and held a

un to the head of local

arda Sergeant Pat Flana-
gan who was outside the
post office when the gang
sped into the village.

A businessmen nearby, who
did not wish to be named,
said: “I was down the back and
I heard a few shots. T thought
it was somebody shooting
crows. I came out and a few
men took off fairly fast. They
broke in a window of the post
office and sprayed the inside
with bullets.

“Hul’?l was lying inside and
the local doctor Pat Moroney
attended him. ¥ saw him being
put into the ambulance. He
seemed very pale. You don't
!akﬁ muchthnoLioe \;vlhen you
read these things in the paper,
but when it hagspens cFmag to
Pnll;ne itis a different kettle of
ish.”

A spokesman for St. John’s
Hospital said this Friday after-
noon that Harry Ryan was
conscious and stable,

The gang made off in the car
owned by Sgt. Flanagan and
road blocks were mounted,

Mrs. Martin  O’Sullivan,
who lives directly across the
road from the post office, said:
“I'heard shots, but I thought it
was work on a building next
door.”

It is understood that Mr.
Ryan was hit when the raiders
“sprayed” the post office with
machine gun fire. It is under-
stood that he was inside a
window when the pang
opened up.

Mrs, Breeda Ahern runs a
grocer slm%ncxl door to the
post office. One of the raiders
pointed a gun at her,

She told the Limerick Lead-
er: "l saw a vicious man
breaking the glass of the post
office with what I thought was
a sledge hammer. I looked
across the road and saw the
scrgfant, who had been sitting
in his car, being knocked to
the ground. I shouted ‘It’s a
robbery’ and a man in a
balaclava and wearing a boiler

suit pointed a gun at me, I then
ran back into the shop and

| dialled 999,"

Chris (second from right) at the Markets

Harry Ryan Jnr. and the shattered post office.

By ALAN ENGLISH

AS THE heroic Irish soc-
cer team prepares for this
Saturday’s crucial encoun-
ter with the Dutch, the
mother of Chris Hughton
spoke of her joy at the star
left-back’s performances
and her affection for her
home town of Limerick.

A native of Ballinacurra
Weston, Mrs. Christine
“Babs” Hughton (nee
Bourke) was still hoarse from

shouting for the Boys In |

Green when [ contacted her at
her home, in Upton Park,
London.

“It’s lovely, marvellous. I'm
really proud of Chris and I'm
%lad that he opted for Ireland.

he National Anthem
brought tears to my eyes.
What’s going on in Limerick
these days?”, she asked with)-
out a trace of a London

.accent.

Christine left Limerick over
30 years ago and married a
Ghanian postman, My. Willie
Hughton. She visits her family
in Limerick regularly.

Every year

Meanwhile in  O'Malley
Park, Christine’s sister, Mrs.
Teresa Brown, was also jubi-
lant about the Irish side’s
success which she described as
“fantastic”. Teresa is married
1o local taxi-driver and soccer
referee, Mr. Sam Brown.

She visits her sister
London every year.

Their brother, Martin, still
lives at the family home of 12
Clarina Avenue, Ballinacurra
Weston. The Bourkes’ pa-
rents, Gerard and Penny, are
both deceased.

Chris was last in Limerick
for his grandmother’s funeral
three years ago. He lives in
Hoddesdon, “Hertfordshire,
with his wife, Cheryl, and
their three children, Leon
g)l}, Carlene (9) and Aisha

Many Limerick soccer fans
will remember Chris’s two
visits here in 1981 after the FA
Cup win with Spurs,

“He met a lot of local Spurs
fans when he was here. There
was a sea of bluc and while
outside the house when we
brought him up,” said Mr.
Browne.

With any luck Chris may
visit Limerick again soon alter
Ireland bring home the Na-
tions' Cup. No doubt O°Mal-
ley Park would then be awash
with an ocean of green and
white.

Six- ear-old Chris Hughton (front row, centre) pictured in Limerick in
with his mother Christine {back row, second from left) and his
brother Henry and
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Bungling
burglars
flee to
Limerick

By LEADER REPORTER

VILLAGERS CHASED five
would-be burglars to Limerick
early this Friday.

People from Ballyagran, led
by local off-duty Garda Pat
O’Leary, commenced a high
speed chase when the five
were disturbed while attemp-
ting to break into a local shop.,
The raiders made off in a
stolen Corolla in which they
had arrived. The chase ended
in Southill where the car was
abandoned and the gang
escaped

The series of incidents he-
Fun at 4 a.m. when the gang
ailed in their attempt to break
into Quane’s shop al Rourke's
Cross, Bruree. They set off
the alarm and headed for

Field in 1981 with

Ballyagran, Y

Spurs

team-mate Garth Crooks, Tony Ward and Eamon Cregan.
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sister Annette on either side.

YOUR GIFT rrom
Lo kR itlon

PERFECT PARTNERS

Ihis perfect collection of skincare aned
make-up 15 yours free when you make two
purchases, one of which must be skincare,

from the Flizabeth Arden range
{exclucling Lip Fix and Eye Fix)

PERFECT PARTNERS COMNTAINS;

* VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
REFINING MOISTURE CREME COMPLEX

=EIGHT HOUR CREAM  30ml

* SIMPLY PERFECT MOUISSE MAKL - LIP
SHADE S 4ml

= SHENDERLING PENCIL, EMIRALD

15ml

AVAILABLL AL

Tobps

COMMENCING JUNE 20th
for 2 weeks




