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Limerickman for
‘next World Cup?

By EUGENE PHELAN

IF IRELAND should qualify for
the next World Cupin Italy in four
years time there is an excellent
chance that a Limerickman will be
donning the green against the best
of the world.

For 22-year-old Joe Hanrahan,
Ashbrook, Ennis Road, ison the verge
of a breakthrough to Manchester
United’s first team.

He has just spent a season with the
most famous club in the world and, as
he says himself, “will be going hell for
leather for a first team-place this
season”.

Joe, intelligent and unassuming, is
home for a break after his first season
at Old Trafford.

He has a year of his contract to go
and knows he has to do it next season
to cement his future in big-time
football,

Injury problems

But he has had his problems in his
first year in English football: “I was
reasonably satisfied but I suffered an
injury — it was the same type of injury
that virtually every other player in the
club got — a hamstring.”

He played just 24 matches but
notched 11 goals in the Central
League, helping United’s second team:
to second place. With good strong
left-footed players who can score goals
such a rarity, the experts on the ditch
Eredict a bright future for the young

imerickman,

But he is under no illusions. So
many players have come and gone
from Old Trafford and it is always that
much more difficult for a “front man”
to make it.

The Irish with United have been a
Ereat help. “Kevin Moran, Frank

tapleton, Paul McGrath have all been
very good to me,” he says.

Joe’s injury was eventually looked
at by one of the most respected physios
in the world, Richar Smitlg, who
looked after England’s captain Bryan
Robson’s leg probiems.

Althou%h fitter than ever, ironically
Joe is still just as likely to pick up an
injury “because of the training every
day there is more stress and strain on
the bodir. You might just get cold and
just pull something. It can happen so
easily,” he says.

He admits to having been a little
overawed at first when goin% to
United, the team he supported from
his childhood, and playing with world
stars.

Joe shared digs for the last year with

one of the most expensive footballers
in the world, Mark Hughes, who has
been sold to Barcelona for £2.2
million.

“You should have seen the pressure
he was under when the deal was going
through. The newspapers were on

every day, he would get about 30 calls
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The Limerick Leader last week:

will Joe fulfil the prophecy?

But what are Robson, Hughes and
the other stars like? “They are very
ordinary human beings and very easy
to get on with. There are no airs and
graces.”

Vereker Clements

Joe first came to prominence with
local club Vereker Clements, Then he
went on to U.C.D. where he won a
Cup medal and a B.Comm,

his year's World Cup in Mexico

proved an added bonus for Joe. Quite
a few of United's players were
involved which made way for him to go
with the first-team squad on an
end-of-season tour to Bangkok, Singa-
pore and Hong Kong.

Instead of being Elayed as a
centre-forward he was shifted to a left
“front man” role. By all accounts he

‘Home on holidays: Joe Hanrahan.

did very well.

He expects to start next season with
the second team. “But I am going to go
hell for leather to get into the first
team,” he says.

Football is not the great glamour life
that many may think as players have to
look after themselves and can’t go out
carousing every night of the week.

In much of Joe's time at night is
spent writing to friends in Dublin and
Limerick. “Yes, I suppose you could
say my real friends are still here in
Limerick, the lads I knew since 1 was
knee high to a grasshopper,” he told
me.

Although his ambition is to get on
the Irish team he realises that this will
never be achieved until he gets in the
United side.

Jack Charlton

Joe has alreadg, played schoolboy,
youth and at under-21 level. But he
dearly wants a first “cap”. He never
met Jack Charlton, the Irish boss, but
knows his brother Bobb{.
_ Joe’s parents, Michael and Helen,
live at Ashbrook, Ennis Road. Two
other sons are also showing plenty of

romise — David is with l})CD and

eter recently won a Munster minor
medal with Vereker Clements.

The next year will tell a lot in the
future of this young player. But the
odds are that we will Ee{l

earing a lot
more about him in the coming years. °
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