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By AIDAN CORR

SINCE arriging in
Limerick fraom
Wrexham FC ig 1960,
Ewan Fenton has
hecome used fo Tocal
people not turning up
at the appointed time.

Unfortunately, 1
wus no exception , . .
breezing in the door of
his driving instructor's
office, ten minutes
late, but no less enger
to discover the circum-

stunces  that  had
hrought the great
Scottish  foothaller

from Dundee to settle
in a city that he had
harely heard of when
he won an FA Cup
medal with Blackpool
in 1953,

I was nol long i
Limeriek when | discovered
that you had Tittle sense of
puncioality here.” sald
Ewan, eigarette in hand and
sipping what ke admitied
was ntthis first cup 0" cofl-
fee o this cold and wet
Murch: day.

“I hel been reared on
punctuality but when 1
arranged o training scesfon
tor 2 pum. prior (o our game
with Young Buys of Berne
in the European Cup, (He
outcome was @ complete
culture, shock. By three
a'clock only hull of the
team bud turned yp. so |
had to put my Tool down
and make sure that, in
future, when | snid 2 pom. 1
meant it.”

1t was o Torne of regimen-
tation completely alien o
local senior soccer at that
time and did Titte 10 boost
the newcottier's popuilarity
nntongst some of the more
estahlished locals. The lor-
mer Blackpool stor knew,
however, that without disei-
pline aind a husinesslike 4
approach (o foattall, fiis™
marriage with Limeriek
soveer would be shortlived,

Twenty-four years later,
Ewan Penton was still asso-
vinted with (ke city's senior
representmtives huying lak-
en them to their first cup
finals in 1965 and *66 .5 a
player and mannging the
side that won the trophy for
the first time in 1971, In the
interim he had moved north
and led Linfield to IFA ¢ up
suceess in 1970 completing
o unigue treble of FA, FAI
and IFA cup victories in
different capacities.

On dll mutters foothall,
Ewan Fenton loves 1o
sngage you in conversation
and his office in Upper
il Street ts adormed with
ienm pictures of stecessiul
Blackpool and Limeriek
fewms and o “HIII!”L'!'
phigue that reminded s th
e wis awarded the Talbot
Manuger of the Year in
1URY

"My ' memaries of
Limerick soceer dire good
e From the béginning |
v inteoluee sone con
1ol into thelr play and teach
theny that there was more fo
Yoethn !l thon Kicking the
ball gimlessly uplield,
Phere were some excellent
voling  plavers comiog
thrimegh amil 1 fmmedintely
waw the potential of Al
Finwane, Kesin Fitdpatrick
antl Michoel Doyle who
In" iy opimon, the
phiver with the brighiest
funiere in the panel ot thad
tinmve. Unfocinately. he
wisir great for furming up
for trabning angd j toek a

wis

coupte of months before |
v valod i getiing Inm
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B Imud ta tho Dnl*a or! Hent bafore the FA cup Flnll in Wemb! agnlnn Bolton
Wangirars "

in 1983: Blackpao! pl
Fatiteh, Ernia Toylor and Btanlw

tiands by h‘uldlng his fighted
piﬁue at Saturday games

wids u nipper.
Althotgh small Tor my nge,
I got into the first team
when | went to secondary
school. At sixteen years of
age 1 got my place ¢ the
local junior side, which
wotld be equivalent to the
League of Ireland at the
fime. The 19404 wis u time
af repatrintion for the troops
after the war and you had
some of the best players in
Britain playing in those
leagues. It gave mie great
experience and wus rexlly
un eurly introduction (o pro-
fessionnl foothall.”

The young half back wis
soun 1o atlvact the attention
afthe soceer seouts and his
first senior game saw him
turn aut in the colours of
Scottish league side, St
Johnstone.

“My dud was very sup-
portive, but teft the deei-
sions (o me, which is some-
thing 1 always appreciated.
Matt Bushy contacted me to
join United and [ alse hnd
nppronches from Newca: le
United, Chatlion Athletic
and Glasgow Celtic bt in
the end [ opted for
Blackpool when [ reached
seventeen,

“They had players there
that 1 really admired, such
as Matthews and Mortenson
and & terrific gonlkeeper
called Jock Wallsce. 1t was
time of change in
Bloomfield Road, with
some of the older players
on the wiy ont of top-class
footbull and | was soon to
wip my pluce in the first
team it the ape nf eigh-
teen.”

Blackpool, then in the
top division, were soon o
realise his potential and

Fawaun recifled the day he
with Colled op for first team
duty

"1 was working during
the day tin: as an appren-
tice enrpenter in Madame
Tussaud's wnvworks in
fHckpoot and they sent
word tiat 1 wis to play right
half thut Monday evening in
a league gime agninst
1érhy County. | scored my
first gonl in the I»u;,ll-h
League against Newcastie
United in 1951 wih o left
fonted shol rom 20 yards
and when T look al maiches
an fhe telly now from 51
latnes’ Park it brlngs bick
memories of that goal

‘Every heme game oo
Rlackpon! wax booked v
hefore the hegining of th

=anoh 0 those days, The

grovnd had o capacity for
3R.000 god we wiodld have
13000 af g anidoweek
resefve gt

Fwan ook the transition

fromy Dunder (o Blackgsol
Cstrides althaugh e dae
s o nts of mneon-
semience,

| tried dooget home at
» very two months,
bl it was veey difficul |
had 1o get - train !rm‘l
Mackpoo! to Preston, it
one to Wigan and rthin

2

st o

another to Peith and then on

e | really missed
siting honie feg the
!'1" misd W<

Year

atthews,

mﬂlm nf, then you were
out,”

It was not long hefore
Ewan found the love of his
life in the seaside peatl of
West Lancashire and o few
yehrs liter he married local
gitl, Vern Cnirns, who
today continues to play an
important role in lw]p'rng ta
run their driving tuition
business.

“[Akink being marricd to
# Blackpool pirl lelped give
me g base there and aliowed
me o roncentrate more on
my focthall, The ¢lub were
dead keen to win the cupin
19523, They hud fost (o Man
United 4.2 in 19498 and
ignin o 1951 when they
went down o Neweastle, |
was the coptoin of the
Dritish Army sitle in those
days afsl when [ did not pet
into the panel for the final, |
played agninst Austria and
wa heat them 5-1, which
was a4 good achlevement.
We had a star-studded side,
including Juohn Charles,
who later pluyed with
Juvenlus, and Tommy

lor, one of the Busby
lin?’ﬂ who died tragically

have since died. [ was not
invited 1o Stanley’s
Matthew's recent 80th
hirthday celebrations. but
not to worry,” said the man
who, pushed the ball 1o
Ernie  Taylor to  set
Matthews up for the cross
that fed 1o his historic cup
medal.

Ewan's wife, Vera, has
alst happy memories of
Rlackpool®s finest foot-
balling ern

“Everybody in the town
knew the players and they
had particutar admiration

for Stan Mortenson, He was®

yuite o claracter antd was
nlwitys up to funny pranks,
e would invite the girls (v
smell the flower that he
always had in the button
hate of his jacket and then
sneak a kiss on their cheek.
“The wives of the players
hatl a reserved row of seats
at the hack of the stand in
Boomficld Road and we all
sal there each Saturday,
with our kids running
around and taking little
notice of the game. They
were innocent days but very
happy ones and it s sad o

Ewan l'snton the businessman . . . preparing
for a driving instruction

in the Munich air disuster
involving Mun United
“When Blackpool got (e
the final sgain i JUST e
gmme vapght the imaing
tion of the Hritish public 1
vy, the v <aldy Stadley
Matthe hast ¢ e ol
winning o n FAECup medal
Eop e welth fen ingsales

t g it Pwshed ot ot < foy
os il |

and eentr if
Toshinstome surminge e s with

teurs i b eyirs el sasting
PO e Wl sl
ek Ao b ek ol sorition
the cup Lkt Koo o
this sprred s omoe adn bin
W CIe DUCK tooan e
pame dn dramakic stk
the dy inntes
“Coming hack I
Bhickjo o Feom Lomdion
with tie cupy he aext day i
that | wWill'y
"o

in

oz

samaethin

potget, ol heep
with s firafs a0y

see¢  that  foothall  in
lackpool now has such a
joor image.”

Fwan proved i Ye o luy-
al servant 1o the Blickpoad
vlub rematning with ahem
throgh s <emor career
it he was asked 1o join
Wrexham s player-chach
in l"ﬁ" Pl Fakt that he

I s “m'wd lor his
« Nm!l 1l was n')_rtt
m! oy many soceer writers
nf IIIL titne, but his views

ui the muoltter are pre-
dictahly prigpmatie.
an MeCall of Glusgow

rs hield the position
durimg my peak days, In
favt. most of the Scottish
redn wis miade wp of playe
Iram  the Scottish
ledewes upd if vou were
plavine vour toosthall in
Fuphinid, whien vam hildiidnbe
sy exdeptinnal (0 et

¥

wdl PHEE

I quadibiedbas an FA
voach RN leasing
ithiokpmnl, Wit soon after

B 1 eriahed!
walb dir-
il s

oy
iteh
pthme

ra, fratt laft, captaln Harey Johnaton, Ooorge Farm, Ewsn

the club appointed a new
mapiager und it was around
thnt time that T got & phone
call from the late Michael
Twomey in Limerick ask-
ing me if I would be inter-
ested in coming over and
taking charge ol the team.
Limarick had just won the
leag e for the first time and
had played Lincoln City in
1 pre-sensan friendly. They
had made ¢nguiries from
then il there was anybody
suitusle nvailable and they
had ‘eemingly recommend-
edme”

taitially, Ewan and his
wile Ve infended staying
in Limerick for three sea-
sote ond during ihat time
the player/manuger. sct
about develiping an ittrac-
tive playing pattern, hiily
around an  estiblished
delence which included
Padily Skelly inf goal; Willie
Clinton, Fergie Crawlord
and Joe Casey alternating
the full back spots with Des
McNamara and the impres-
sive Cerry MeCarthy auto-
matic selections im the half-
bach line. Local soceer sup-
rn:'vr& still regnrd the
“epton-era as the most pro-
gressive time mnits che-
quered history, Through the
tireless efforts of the late
Jack Tuohy. B and C teams
were formed svecessfully
unc at Iast local tlent was
being channetled through 1o
the senior panel ina profes-
sional manner. Limerick
became o team to fearin the
Lesgue of lreland, hut they
could seldom match the
michity Shuamtock Rovers
whi heat them in the *68
anit "66 cup finals and put
paid to determined efforts
o, win n seeond league title
dilring that decnde.

“lovers were as good a
4iddy s wny in the English
Ledgue that time.” recalled
Ewan, “and we always
found them difficull. We
could miek outside right
Frank O'Neilt out of the
game, but Al we did, then
witwere lenving Tommy
Histtton Inose, or Bddie
Hattham was getting (oo
much room, or Paddy
Anthrose was causing us
problems. They had too
mainy good players and no
master what we did, they
alwiys seemed to have the
answer, Itowas particularly
disappointing o loose con-
seoytive cup linals to them,
bust the 1971 suecess pro-

o consedation

f Consersalion
et e is I ane ddevintion
Teemahe wipie of foothalbas
Fvoan expresses i persond
View On lm lack of legisla-
1100 1 his country fior -
Vi instrovtion

oy o qualified RAC
insirugior,” We siidy Thing
there s o registration sys
jee here lor those who
W 10 apen gp driving
ool Lateratly anvhody
it ot i as ithins
tirie thet the ‘department
pradueed similar legisla
1 o other EC eountries

1t is fupny the wiy the
theof life-can lead you,
il 1 came to Tretund
i IS jist o pet exper

et m.mu"ul

i Tnne
e b {
enjosd oy spefl in
Hhodihst i cer v imizeh b A1
B crreadial ‘\' mon i
n hen we

e we
s ek il

enjoying 1t very much. Our
son, Ewan, works in
Shannon; Vera helps me
with the business and
ussists with the Villiers
widows® home on a volun-
tary basis.”

My query as 1o whether a
Hfetime in football proved
o be a lucrative one, was
ﬁl‘u‘led with  good-

umoured laughter by both
Ewan and Vera:

"1 mude lots of friends,
but ccrminly not tots of
money,” smiled Ewan.

‘The closeness and happi-
ness of the couple is appar-
ent. The leisurely Limerick
lifestyle has suited them but
there is still work to be
done and the sound of a car
horn quickly reminds us
that u student has arrived
for his 4 p.m. driving les-
son.

“And on time too," said
Ewan which made us think
that maybe some of us. at
least, have & sense of punc-
tuality.
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[ TIMERICK |
| COUNTY

ON St. Patrick’s Night we
had a great get-together
with plenty of music, song
und dance, The large crowd

that wurned up really
enjoyed themselves.
It was pood to see golf

back in full swing over the
weekend. On St. Patrick’s
Bay a mixed foursomes
competition was beld, Tom
Hickey and Maty Houngan
plityed excellent goif 10 win
in u elosely fought contest.
The tesults are s fol-
lows: | T, F‘.'chkr.'y and
Mury Hourigan; 2 Billy anc

Mary O'Sullivan; 3 Tom
Kelly. and  Knthleen
' Brien.

On Saturdny and .‘v'unlln{
a3 hol¢ fourball too
rhlcc. T. p. Healy (14) and
arry Tuohy (15) played
very well to ~“ore an
impressive 38 pts, T. P. had
it hirdie on the 13th while
Larry had a birdie on the
16th. Between them they
had par every other hole bar
‘one when they bogeyed the
I

s

Gould  Geary and
Michae! Ryan (Pallas) gave
the winners a good run for
their money, coming in 2nd
on ¥7 pts. Michael birdied
the 1st, 13th and l6th,
while Gould had a par at
every hole that was asked
of him. The only bogey was
onthe Flth.

An Easter lamb scortch
foursomes will be held on
March 25 and 26. Put your
name  innow with a
timesheel in.operation.

[ xuesind |

THE lon
some old familine faces out
to ~play, and all were
dclighn:(l to be back in the
swing, Conditions were
remarkahly good. consider-
ing the very wet spring that
we have had to date.
Highlight of the weekend
was o hole inone w the 7th
hy Kevin Buareetr, which
wan o remarkabls achleve
mient off the winter mats
T'here will be a 15 hole
fourbs! stableford competi-

“tion next weekend with a

timesheet in operation.

The ladies dre now run-
ning their 9 hole singles sta-
bleford competition ench
Monday.

The juniors have also
recommenced their Satur-
day morning competitions
and the spring league will
alsa commence shorly

Once apmn Killelne golf
club are glad to privide
their facilities for a benefit

- dance_on Saturdiay night

nest; March 25th Froceeds
i of Newcastle West &
Distrier Ging Strimg Cluh.

CHARLEVILLE |
FIXTURES: Saturday fnd
Sundnyv, March cup. - 18
holes singles -lu?‘lrlnm
chonse,

LADIES: 9 hales \-l.lhlr.
ford: | Hernie Bermingham
{18y, 19 pts.2 gross. Eimer
Binchy (17), 10 pts.

Sunilay: 9 haldes stabie-
fords | Tinda Maher t8) 20
pis.z 2 Sheils Clifford (21
17 prs.; grhss, Cieralslinge
Condon (14, Flpts

Bixtires: Fhursifity.
Marth 23, 9 holes sh
stallefordi Frahess Haive
prize traws 9 WA s 10
o, wmd 2 VS pam

weekend brought

DESPITE 1he atrovions
weather  conditions  the
eourse remained open Loy
our holidiy competibons 1
wiis the luunch of our wolf

ing year amd we lobik for

ward to seeing all vur e
hers enjoy the wonderful
facilities during the vonbug
months

Results: March 17 v Par:
I Linm Lawlor (Limerick
‘Co.), 2 Walier Shiimathim
do).

Mareh 18, upen 1R hiole
fourballi I Ry Clapey
tLimerick  Coon Donal
Huwly (Costletroy): 2 loe
Lee (Limerick ., Teéd MoeNa
mara (Limerick Co

Mureh 19, IR holes «in
ples: 1 Hobert (F Grady
(NCWY, 2 Fanon Gidties
(Limerieky, 3 Padiie Hehir
{Limerick Cu.)

Fixtures: On Spturiday
next, March 25, al 115 pim,
we have oue caprains’ diive
in. Members are asked to
attend and toke this oppor-
wnity of wiching Ann and
Walter o thoroughly enjoy-
uble nnd swecessful yenr
This will be followed by o
novel fourball compeiition
between the outgoing cap-
tiins ad the ineoming cap-
tains.

Sunday: championship of
course fourball; sponsored

‘by Guinness, Sixtéen pairs

to qualify. Timesheet in
operation.

[ EAST CLARE |

THE results of the 18 hole
singles stableford which
took place on Sanday,
Murch 1, were: 1 Ray:
mond Wilsh, 2 Dive Con
dreng 3 John Anglim

On Sunday, March 26, an
IR hole singles v, par will
tuke plice.

Members are reminded
thnt enteies for the 1 ol
stroke sponsored By Chtinin
Treacy, the closing date i«
on Sunduy, March 26
[ TIPPERARY |
SCOTCN fonrsomes, Twa
newcomers  muade  thetr
mark last weekend whin M
P Ryvan CERY o Cony Hlr-
rigan (1RY combined o
retuin 47 points and win the |
seotch  apen  Tonrsanies
competition. Catgerats (o |
hosth aned hepse an is the firse
of muny.

James Ao Rvan (1t il
Joe Myers (1L showed
some e el m
frttah wat!

g, Reefiig

eve on Pleree Parecll o
mirst e anpressed wath
Noel Horgan 1 Dl Fim
Walstt 0153 whoveame ird
ol prs,

Oy Sattreidmd Sumdin
wo lave the Condan g
with 1O to gieadiny. Paddy |
Mihone js eadotgugitne sl
mermhers to ket weel
otichol Aprif Lamd 2 fiee 45

He has_organegd i specid
S pen Lo rean
vt The e is E21 e

team with LIS for Falies
i He wandd expeeilly
TiKe, o) e el ahinghices
porticipatiim: ek v
o fewme amil iimesheot in
VpLiration

N ool

ok o Winueag ferng i
aepicr spello e cands s
Hridie = Dl el 1
Modnneys ainnei i B
Praby and 15 Broberis, € |
Ry and T Ry

i ) -l |
|

are rumame o)

Wz on Siurday might i
the clibliouse { o g As

they ate celehrating their

251h upmiversary. Your sup-
ot would e appreciited,
Fihle sy L16.

NEWCASTLE
WEST
AR AL the agami the
(i s ol e ca-
il s elected: captain
Ang el Sheean: vice capl,,
At Lo president Mar-
varie King: viee president;
Moy Cledry: "han, see.,
Nele e Cinw ey
suner, P Nashid comp:
vo, Mt i Dandi-
MNita Burked PRO
(LA

() .l[l Shiy 13
Phel 1
maonm v
ol fgaay, Beoy
Helep® Rich:, Mary Rodhe;
than Hariett, Josephing
Autcuhy

Prermils concering the
intermediate, junior and
minor leagues are now
posted on the noticeboard,
Ui expected that with the
lLirge membership we now,
have there will he miore
thun usual competition for
teaim places. Though'conti-
1Hhns Were very pobr ppito
now the  priss  cntting
tichines fre busily work-
ine at the moment so the
conrse is expected 1o betin
preut comdition during the -
week. So Intlies, star pm-
tising.

The captain and cnmmﬂ
tee wish 1o extend o vole'
Syrapithy 1o Mrs,

testl ol her mother, Mrs.
Flizubth Mulqueen, ROLP,

| LaMiNgH ]

FRIDAY. March 17, men's
fonthall stablelfind, OId
Conrese, membeérs anlys |
tH

Soelling (13

gty 2

Sutnpedy, < Mareh 1K

- FEamon

S Aren-

Committee.
I Devine (ex-=
Sheelan,

Chris
('Connor on the recent

{14y Luhinch,

men’s congles stithleford,
Ol Cirrser 1 Ron Smarit
(DS Lahinet, 32 pis: 2
Mellett (11},
Lahinel, 31 pts: 3 Pai
Nugent (10), Neangh, 20
s best o ogross, Punl
€ Briew (Lahinch), 21 pts;

Sundi v, March 19, men's
fourhal' spublelord, Old
Course. members only: |
Christy  (16) and John

MeCaw (14), Linbinch, 39
pis. 2 tohn Keane (13),
Lathineh. and Kevin Glynn
(6} Luthonch: 32 pis,

[ BALLYBUNICH |

MENS resulis, Sunday.
March 9 club foursomes
quntifie. Cushen Curse, 16
1o guality, Bending quinti-
Tiers, Bominic Lynch-and
Sean Acnmy, 76 nett.
 Fixiicest Sumbays March
26, wapain’s chi n'"}‘ fout
hall, Ol Course.
Timeshoclin operation,

Due (o cancellation,
Eamon Allea Trophy will
now be am on Good Friday
{April 14), Ol Course. A
timeshest will be in opera-
tion.

| CASTLETROY |

THE veniors had their first
outing lor some lime with
an 11 iole stableford on
Thursdiy last, For u long
time Mk Meechan seemed

= the winner with a com-

miendab 2 27 pis., until the
redoubiable Peter Poyle
came i1 with the same
seore, winning un the last
dx. Phil Hayden kept up his
good form with 20 prs, for
third.
Fixtures: seniors,
toy, Much 23, 1118,
Junies s, Sararday, March
28,10i37)
Stund oy,
singles.
Men sers are reminded
that the st date Tor receipt
ol anm al subsceiption is
Friday, arch 31

I'veers-

Muarch medal,

JUST TAI(E A LOOK l‘l‘ THIS AC UAL EXAMPLE:

NFORE FE-M( MOKTCAGE

AT A MORTGAGE
NEW 'SA TRLOAN OF £40,000
ALL | GANS PAID OFF
Your. “orthly peyren
134 pot manth
Annue reductlon £2.640

| [pmmmmn CALL OUR HOTLIR OV e
ASK FOR OLIVER tYAN

(061) 411555/417

ey mruum‘mo 1 REMORTYCA:

YOUR GUARANTIE 7

I Mortgage Rurea are Itelanct's No. 1 remortgaging experts.

Wi have helped thoussnds of Trish famill 21 to reduce thelr

! puitgaitings and save money, and we coule help you to do the

! sarne. We Guarantee you imparfial, no o Higstion, adeice en
{ the best re-rmorgaging packages syallab Today. Pl 1009 ¢
4 rmrdrnlm' ity. So make sure you talk to If & Mortquqne Bure:u,}

Irelancl's remortgeging ex; 7ts

£ EXPERTS R

1
8 MORTGAGE. }
BURE: U ° |
o A8, Upr Malle B¢, Limeeiek
Marmbar ab i | Graup ple
ke
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