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The men with white hair bring back fond memories |

8y TRISH O'DEA

FATHERS chIn%ncd o
ir sons. -and: grandfa-
ers to their grandsons,
why they were to cheer
vor -the men with the
white hair, as the Eoin
Fand restimonial match
an ot Limerick's glo-
iy soeceT venue.

. i's great o be back in
e Market's Fleld Eoin
Huend told the pucked
cenue, following the match
played in his honour,

He saids 1 must pay trib:
ute to-all the “luds’ of my

era s without their‘efforts ©

nothing would have: hap-
pened.”

As the Eoin Hand selecs
tion teok on a Limerick FC
panel, it was obvious that
the vast majority of:the
spectators, weren't there to
se¢ the syoung talent on
ofler. ;
d ; A

An extréely partisan
crowd shouted ‘penalty’
every time one of the Hand
players was touched = no
matterswhere: they. were on
the field of play!

The biggest cheer of the

+ aftérnoon came when Hand
Kicked offto start the

gamne.. a5 ;
The final tally of 2-0 i

* favour of Limerick FC, was

not a erowd-pleaser. and
miny of the punters were

Secrenming at the youngsters

to give their elders and bet

ters o chunce before thes,

final whistle blew..

It was a very nostalgic
occasion for those both on
e field and off, and ¢an?
versations in the crowd
turned to the good old days

when. as oné not=too-young:,

fan pointed 'outs “That old
teamain"tReir dayy were
évery bit as goodas the
Irish team last night.”

At the Eoin Hand

Testimonial
* ~ Markets

E

at the

i

“ The good humﬁi}r among
the impressive avendance,

ol afound” 2,000, Neguir
from the:off < with one fan &=

shouting *Come On

Limetick” as Hand Kicked, 0
24 GO rold they young Tellas it was
‘only a bit of funi shouted
“one particularly aggrieved

to start, g

“Fitzie would get his

place today,” someone said, - i

as Kevin Fitzpatrick pulled. ¢

off mnother, - of "many, <

impreskivessaves in the
Hand selection®
mouth, A s

He 1¢ft the field at/half-
time; bt was definitely the
star of the afternoon. & 120

But they were all starson

the dayiarguablythe
est we éver producediin
Limerick, and the crowd
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role 10 thejtooiscarce
glimpses back in time: from
such heroes as Al Finucane |
“and Joe OTMahonyis il

goal- . ol
BRI L qwssrose up-as the fanss e Smayhe for the fast time, one’

~somor players: -

L didn’t have bng fo 3
‘theer about from the Boin
‘Hand splection - and cheer.
* they would have.
- Musical entertiinme
i ot wax provided throughout' -

“Someone should haves 7 c\'eu'}nr;pnns of the tuu'lch -
. by Beautifu! Southiand
. thereswas 8 rélaxed, family

~ibatmosphere about the whole |
day. R s e
UAs the crowds made their
way outiof the vedus, =«

punter. i S
Shouts of *Come. of.
Knuckles” and *Kickiit. 4

o Civilis Defence. - worker
quipped unkindly: &1
thought the old lads were

: ; - great s mind you,the ambast =

the disgruntlement of the: lance was on standby, and - oo

fans. numerous’of Whom® * “so'was the Regionpd.™ 18

were disappointed that they = = 2 aiei s b ool '

tried o urge on the waning ¢

But lhc:yqungslers'gc;t\“- b
the bettet of them, much'tos

fedviv s bkl




