fog more
football. A flash of inspira-
tion from Liam Brady
separated the sides. Just
how many of the f ]
remember this is questio
able, for it came in the 8
minute, when a peasouper
fog was descending on the
pride and joy of the
LDMC.

Standing on the t
with a minut
Munster mana:
Mahedy offered
that his boys I
per”. He was
c ;1pezlsatc&

i

and determin

West
COUrse Fas
ty than passion:
likes to see the lovable Ham-

mers languishin the
Second Division. t Ham
“belong”, it is sug i, in
the First, Just what 1

Lou Macari thin
club’s reputation
ment is still unclear. Cynics
have suggested that in the
Scotsman’s scheme of things,
promotion takes precedence

yed by Colin
1 Macari signing -
st half. But th
of Liam Brad
Jlan Devonshire in midfielk
was cnough to reassure the
purists that cnﬁmntinﬂal%“ foot-
ball is siill a priority at Upton
Park.

Smile

Of the two team managers,
Mahedy and Macari, the
Limerick - City boss had far
more reason to smile at the
end. Using 16 players from 8
clubs, four of them local
junior sides, his team had far
more pattern and understand-
ing than he could have hoped
for. Understandably, tactics
were of a blitzkrieg nature.
His players hustled the expen-
sive East Enders off the

Itwasbilled asanex
game. This supposedly mean
that the silky skills of these
supreme artists from the En-
glish league would provide an
enthrallin; ,eye-openiu , one-
sided exhibition of real foot-
ball. The fans, already dazzled
by the floodlights, would be
further blinded by the pace of
wingsr Ward and the delicate
touches of Brady. Not so.

The crowd was there to see
some vintage football. The
Munster boys were there to

'FOOTBALL GEAR
“ EXTEAVAGANZA

R

RS BUB
BAPTISM OF FOG .

win the match. They refused
to let West Ham play, closed
them down, ran at them. It
was straight out of the Jjack
Charlton textbook. Brady
once found himself on the bal
near the touchline. Two
Munster players were crowd-
ing him O?f it; his adoring fans
nearby were waiting for a bit
of sorcery. He tried an impu-
dent backward flick. It didn’t
work., It was that kind of
match.

Munster could even have
won it. Joe Hanrahan, who
can play at West Ham’s level
with no difficuity, obviously
relished this match. He was
consistently his side’s creative
influence. He signalled his
intentions in the fifth minute,
beating two West Ham defen-
ders with ease and drilling a
low shot wide.

There was unmistakable
unecase in the heart of the
Hammers defence. Early on,
the much-maligned McKnight
did not secem to inspire the
confidence of his central de-
fenders. Munster attacks were
generally repelied by a big
boot into the foggy skies.
Definitely not vintage claret
and blue. -

The junior players in the
starting lipe-up - O’Connell of
Mungre{/Regional and
McCarthy of Fairview - re-
ceived encouragement from
the more experienced perfor-
mers. They scarcely needed it.
McCarthy in particular was 2
revelation in midfield.

It was a pretty even contest
thronghout. Munster were
mytmx_nig but overawed by the
West Ham reputation. Mark
Ward, the winger who wants
away, and has been linked
with Liverpoolin a £lm move,
would cost Kenny Dalglish
£093 750 more than the im-

Eressive Peter Hanrahan cost

illy Hamilton. This is
bizarre.

The Hanrahan brothers are
developing a decent under-
standing, exemplified in the
32nd minute when a superb
touch from Joe set Pefer up
with a chance he failed to take.

Before the deciding goal,
there were two clearcut
chances, one for cither side. A
header from Tony Gale late in
the second half caused all sorts
of alarm in the Munster box.
They were saved by the
crossbar, keeper Butler and
the referce, who ignored a
passionate appeal from De-
vonshire after the ball had
becn thumped off the line by

LE

Daly. Soon after, Peter Han-
rahan was unlucky to see a
header cleared off the West
FHam goai iine.

Janesboro’s Christy Red-
dan seemed to fancy his
chances of settling the issue.
The second half substitute
fired a fine left foot shot at
MecKnight from all of 25 yards.
McKnight was equal to it.
Christy used his trusty left peg
again minutes later, deter-
mined to make a name for
himself, but was unlucky
again.

Brady sealed a lucky Ham-
mers win seven minutes from
time. One flash of inspiration
from the centre of midfield
sent Stuart Slater away. He
had Fairvicw’s Paul Heneghan
to beat. He didn’t doit the first
time, but rolled the ball into
the net when it came back off
the keeper.

Inevitably, Lou Macari de-
scribed the game as “a work-
out”. “We would have liked to
have won more comfortably,

but there was a good team out -

against us and they worked
hard. I was impressed by all of
them. They went out there
and they wanted to win —
desperately. I felt they played
in a similar way fo the
Republic of Ireland —
wholeheartedly, with a great
desire to win. They were a
credit to the province and gave
us rog:blgms. But the biggest
p! m was the fog. t was a
roblem for the fans as well.
They were guessing as much as
us at times.”

Munster Sefection—DBusiler
(Newcastlewest), Dal;{
{Limerick City), Long (Cors
City), Freyne (Cork City),
O’Connell (Mungret/Region-
al), ’'Halloran (Limerick
City), Coyle (Limenck City),
McCarthy (Fairview Ran-
%crs),PHanrahan, Limerick

i?)_. Cassin  (Waterford
Utd), J Hanrahan (Limerick
City). Substitutes: Tuite
(Limerick City for Frowms,
35), O'Riordan (Wembley
Rovers, for O'Connell, ssf,

» ) )' .
pan (Fairview Rangers,

e 05
West Ham Upited—
McEnight, Pagris, McQueen,
Pevonshire

Gale. - Foster,

?ck-s, 70), Kcsps, Brady,
ard, )

Deolan_(Slater, 46)
Referes: P. Walsh

(Limezick)

BIG OCCASION FOR
YOUNG STARS

By FULL-BACK
EARLY arrivals to Mus-

cane
one back for the Limerick
side.

Although they had  ihe

better of the ing of the
mudialf.}gc‘;:nggdm
were unable to improve on

TROGEA ..o i ivansrssinnas B
i Hw-"mwuun. R
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mz.x . Bo
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At the West Ham Utd. v. Munster Selection at Priory
Park: Gerard Murray and his son, Gerard, and John
and Tony Colbert, all from Prospect.

Harty Cup on Wed.

Two Limerick colleges, Limerick CBS and
Hospital De La Salle, will be in Dr. Harty Cup
action on Wednesday.

CBS meet North Monastery at Charleville, while
Hiospital clash with Shannon Comprehensive, last
season’s beaten finalists, at Cappameore. Boih
games start at 2.30.

£1295

| Stronghold Bulient White,
{ White, 5itres............ £12.95
5Hres. ... £12.95
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SEEFSENESERIESSE




