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LIMERICK LEADER, SATURDAY,

Away to Athlone on Sunday

LIMERICK
STRI

IT

BILLY HAMILTON claimed his first

RATHBANE

Limerick City 1: Cork City 0.
By JOHN O'SHAUGHNESSY

with Limerick over two years ago

them a narrow win over Cork Cit

Rathbane on Wednesday.

But he must have agreed afterwards that the performance wasn’t in keeping with their pole position

in the League.

It was a dour sort of game
without any great pattern to
play, but former Cug player,
Ger Duggan, probably sum-
med it up accurately towards
the finish when he said, “*Cork
are always difficult to beat:
they play a type of football
that is not easy to combat.”

Fortunes fluctuated over
the 90 minutes. Limerick were
masters in the first half,
allowed their opponents to
come back at them on the
resumption, and then took
uver again in the final ten
minutes when Joe Hanrahan
was twice unlucky not to have
found the target.

Hamilton was naturally
enough delighted with the
result and must see this as a
possible launching pad for
more success. Limerick had a
price to pay, however, for
their win: midfield Marcus
Tuite received a nasty leg
injury after about 25 mins. and
is likely to miss the trip to
Athlone on Sunday.

It was master craftsman
Johnny Walsh who brought
the trophy back to Rathbane
after a lapse of five years.

It was newcomer Norman
Kelly who “gifted” the penal-
l]ya ter 18 minutes. A Marcus
Tuite centre looked innoeent
enough as Hamilton and Kelly
rose to connect, but the big
central defender elected 10
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punch the ball away, and
referee Noel Bennett had no
hesitation in awarding a spot-
kick.

Pride

Cork, with their pride hurt,
reorganised themselves but as
the game progressed it be-
came obvious that they had
their limitations.

A tough, uncompromisin
type of team, they were bcrcigl
of ideas, especially up front,
and were more ~destroyers
than creators.

It took them 35 minutes to
get in their first shot of note,
with Barriscale saving bril-
liantly from Freyne, the (or-
mer Newcastle West player.

Limerick were the more
aggressive, and in the 37th
minute Hanrahan sprayed the
ball across the goalmouth, but
there was nobody to read his
intentions.

Freyne, always in the thick
of the action, struck the
crossbar with a  powerful
drive, and then Walsh had a
‘goal’ disallowed for offside.

Hamilton, a tireless worker,
was back in defence to prevent
an awkward situation, and
then Coyle put in a great run
to set up Hanrahan, but the
big striker headed over the
crossbar.

The second half didn’t have

very much to recommend it.

Cork applied the pressure
and there were periods when
the locals were lucky to
survive.

The half started promisingl
cnough for Limerick, with
Harrington pushing a Hamil-
ton header over the bar.

Then came a spell when the
visitors threatened to take
control. They won the mid-
field battle, and player mana-

er Eamonn ()‘F(ccﬁ'e made
ﬁﬁ: a bit awkward for those at
the back.

In the 67th minute Barris-
cale was forced into making a
fine save from O'Keelfe. Just
when the game looked all
over, there were incidents at
both ends. Hanrahan was
clean through but Harrington
advanced to avert the danger
and there was a moment of
panic at the other end as an
O’Keetfe free from just out-
side the area took a deflection
and went over for a corner.

Limerick were relicved to
hear the final whistle. 1t was
only Hamilton's second win
over them and he will be
hoping for the *hat-trick’ when
the sides meet again in the
League on Suturday week, at
the same venue.

Limerick City: Barriscale;
Mullane, O'Halloran, Daly.
Cowpar, Tuite, Coyle, 1yde,
Walsh, amilton, Linraban

Munster face 2

maior task

piece of silverware since he linked up
when a Johnny Walsh penalty gave
y in the Munster Senior Cup final at

Sub., Mannion for Tuite.
Cork City: Harrington,
Murphy, Long, Healy, l?clly.
Freyne, Windridge, ‘Conroy,
Duggan, O'Keeffe, Caulfield.
Referee: Noel Bennett
(Clare).

League

Riding high at the top of the
league table, Limerick City
defend their unbeaten run at
St. Mel's Park on Sunday
when they do baude with
Athlone Town., This is an
awkward assignment for them
as the Midlandess have a good
home record.

Recently promoted  from
the First  Division, they
obtained a point in Cobh last
week-end, a result that must
boost their confidence tor the
visit from Limerick

Former City player, Denis
Clarke, 15 4 regular  with
Athlone, who will also have
Derek Carroll, sought by Billy
Hamilton carlicr this season

Muarcus Turte must be consi
dered o doubtiul  starter,
which could pave the way for
the return of either ol
MeGomgle or James Coll, i
reshutle

“Every game {or us has that
cup flavour about i, but |
think we can take i1, says
Hamibton, pleased with their
PrOgIess

Rughy
fixtures

Sat, Oct. 1;

Rep  Munster L ondon

Counties,  Musgrave  Park
130 pm
S Fo Garryowen v Black

ek Dooradovle,
30

S B Clontar v

College

O Cres

The 1987 Nestlé Junior Tennis Intern:
were held at the Surrey Tennis and ¢

Croydon,

recently. Irish Nestlé char

Niland, Limerick LTC and Eoin Beirne,
College, Dublin, represented Ireland
with Gina winning the runner-up spc
section and Eoin winning the third nlac
finals. Pictured above at the prize pr

Croydon are, from left to

right:

Limerick LTC with her £250 Sterlin
prize; Richard Webb, Chief Execi
(Ireland); Eoin Beirne, St. Michael's Co

3rd place boys winner [£100 St
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LIFESTYLI
DOUBLES

The draw for the Autumn
Doubles, sponsored by Lifes-
tyle of the Crescent Shopping
Centre, which gets underway
at Catholic Institute next week
was made this week and there
will be five divisions for the
Ladies and four fur the men.

I'he PAEIES wle:

Men's Division One |
('Shea and P Lavelle; L
Power wd G (OShea; |

Sweeney and K. O'Connor, |
Enghsh and D Dore, D)
Ihrkin and 1D Cusack, )
Geary and 1 O'Connor, M
Hyrne and 1 Fuzgerald

Fhe men's diviswons one,
two and tour wall be played on
Fuesdisy nights with division 4
At Tpm bt Spanamd 4 a1 Ypm
and the order of play s

Week ang Iy 2 3vdosy
6, Week two X A dv 5 o
' Week thiee LR R S TR
v T Week four Yy S, vl L
I Week e bx sl X, Ay
1. Week six Y S ines v
TRt seven © e i
v 4

Men's Dintsion Iwa 4

Lottas and 1 barpey . |
O e and B MM :
CYNualbn aned S 4 roker
Purcell and 1" Oy Rowrke . |
Cosey | Licaon, P
Pralton and A Kenoedy, o
Cusack and R Young
Mens division thiee 1)
Ryan and B 0'Kennedy., |
MoCormack and 1 Coleman
I Walsh amd FL Motios ey
1y Bnzgerald and | Kiernan
P Whetan and | Handy o M
Care and oo D MeNunar

Reddan and

Ihe Lidies
be plaved at
‘i.l\-'\

Laddies div
Powell and I
and U MeN;
and A Burke
J Thggis, )
Galmore; |
Brennan: M
Fatpes

The Ladies
be plaved ar
s

I adies dhini
Kedney and
Croke  and
MeDonagh o
Conaiehitog
(hINT} ( 1R
Montasaey .,
I Bouchier
and Mg

Ihe Lidhes
b plaved e
S
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