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FROM JOHN O'SHAUGHNESSY
T THE DELL

Southampton, 1
(Aggregate Southampton, 4

Limerick United, 1
Limerick, 1)

0 Icss.Lime.;it-:k were subjected
-LilMERI K to some severe pressure espe-
3 UNITED walked cially in the second half. They

A played with authority and-
pl’Ol.Id at the ell composure and never resorted

fast night when to kick and rush football.
,they fashioned a In fact the quality of their |

- e play both at the back, midfield
Sen.satlonal -1 and up front was very oftenon |

draw 898“’\5 the par with what the Hampshire .
: oage club had' to offer.
£10 million val- The visitors might have had
p e - several close shaves, notably |
,u ed S 9 uth when the £750 OOOArmstrong
ampton in hB and - midfield player Baker |
second |eg of the struck the cross bar and again | |
E when Pat Nolan and Johnny
UFA cup. Walsh made desperate goal
Although the line ~clearances. But at the|
are now through t

AINLS o iher - end Southampton|

the breathed afew signs of relief as |

second round on | 4-1 Ward, Walsh and Storan dug

aggregate, it {was deep into their territory and!

fired in shots which were mar-

unrated Lxmenck who ginally off target. i

stole all the honpurs. - ‘

This was a perfornjance '
. Held

of courage, stamina.and
Ward, who delighted the

skill and made | one
proud to be a Limerick- - crowd, often had opponents
tacklmg air and was a real

man . . . the 200| sup-

porters who made the :il::?;?;cem the Southampton
trip to lead suppoit will L e hel
eh > s a e firs! me
Cf]erlsh IG5 ATRIgIL RO teased and lormente% the the
SAVOUL Saints right flank and almos
Forall their talentsthe Engl- Sent Limerick into a sen;
ish first division sidel were sational 8th minute lead Wllh
made look very moderdte and s splendidly struck shot fron]!
indeed would have beerj at the an accute angle which wen
- receiving end of a sholck 2-1  across the goal mouth and
scoreline had substitut¢ Tony inches wide.
Morris not been dazzled by the
flood lights as he attempted to
connect with a Des Kenned
centre 90 seconds frgm full
time,

* Southampton, held at home
for the first time this season,
had to survive many embar-
rassing momen} as the Insh
part timers threatened to dic-
o tate;to them and the more the '
This was no_fluke|resull. pame progressed ' the more
y Admlttedlythﬁe EoinHand ... their supporters became irri-

RUGBY:

mm_ ' s !

- LIMERICK

tated with their often labori-
ous build! up and got behind
the underdogs. .

~The fading talents of
Keegan, Channon and Ball
were not sufficient to ignite
Southampton and the end
result was victory for Limerick
United whose heroic per-
formance will long be remem-
bered at the Dell.

The courage shown by Tony
Meaney and company was
graphically - illustrated when
they cancelled out South-
ampton’s- 65th minute lead
goal within 180 seconds.

Many had expected United
to - capitulate when Keegan
headed past Fitzpatrick but
unlike the Markets Field gamé
when their heads dropped,

. Limerick resurrected them-

selves almost immediately to
send a wave of silence over the
ground.

:

Tales i

It was al that stage that
Limerick began to really
believe ; in themselves and
showing tremendous qualities

‘took the game to their oppo-

nents.

Southampton often caught
on the! break were almost
humiliated two minutes from
the end when Kennedy floated
a. peérffect centre to
unmarked Morris - a sub-
stitute for Hulmes — but this
time the goal hero of the night
failed to get sufficient power
into his header and the keeper,
Katalin',‘- saved.

This was just the type of
stuff that fairy tales are made
of — Irish holding. one of the
princes of English soccer.

“Aren’t we so pleased that
this was the second leg and not
the first,” grinned South-
ampton boss, Lawsie
McMenemy at the after match
mquest

He went on: to lavish praise
on Limerick United who he

said played with admirable’

pride, something they could

Historic draw at Dell

goal against Southampton.

He rgrcued that only
12,500 fans turned up despite
warnings from him that
Limerick were a much better
side thanhad been given credit
for. Discard all thoughts that
Southampton were comforted
by a 3-0 |ead from the first leg
and werg playing in second
gear. cMenemy admitted
that hisinstructions to his team
were o go out and win by as
many gopls as possible.

“But| our plans came

u_nstuck against one of the best'
sides that we have played in

European competilip:p.s."
Each team showed only

one change from thefirst leg..
for the
injured' Hand, and Katalinic

Nodwell coming in| l

replacing Wells in goal for
Southampton. There was a
minutegsilence for the late Bill
Shankley, the former Liver-
pool manager.

The jmaich was played in
torrentjal rain but the pitch
was like a billard table and
obviously suited Limerick who
ew]lu& under the conditions.
There was marvelioys recep-
tion for=the visitors at the

beginning, but paled in com-
parison to the standing ovation
accorded to tHem at the final
whistle.

,lmaginatibn

Limerick , delighted with the
result, did a lap of honour and
had a spmal wave for the sup-
porters who travelled by air
and sea to give them encour-
agement. It was generally
agreed that their overall
formance was a great T
usement tor League of Ireland
football and was ungues-
tionably one of the most mag-
nificent displays given by an
Irish side in a E
petition.

Refusing to defensive
tactics Limerick played with a
flunecy and that
had Southxmww
The home side playing to
instructions set out to
demoralise Limerick as m
went in search of an early
Limerick hearts fluttered m
the second minute when
Kee cut inside Finucane

lasted wide and seconds
later a very courageous Kevin
Figzpatrick must have

stretched ¢ bone im his
wilhnlou;

body when
rangeshotfmm.,

But with the threatemed
avalanache of scores failing to
materialise stout hearted
Limerick grew in confidence
and showed that they too
could attack when Tony Ward
got in their first shot from an
acute angle. One could sense
the excitement cach time that
Ward gained possession and
the sporting home crowd
applauded his every effort.
There was a let off for
Limerick in the 11th minute
with a Graham Baker header
bouncing off the cross bar;
Finucane and Nolan averted
awkward situations and then
Johnny Walsh who performed
with distinction in pulling the
strings in mid-field became the
hero with a goal line clearance
from an Armstrong header.

Pass

The impish Walsh shortlv
afterwards set off on a bnilliant
solo run beating both Ball and
Golac and shaved the crossbar
with a stinging shot.

Limerick were now in top
gear. Hulmes laid off a splen-
did ball to Tony Ward, he in
turn darted into the area,
shook off a tackie by Agboola,
and blasted inches wide.

Then came a 10 minute calm
with each side testing each
other, We had to wait until the
34th minute for the next goal-
mouth incident, this time
Fi ick fisting away a typ-

. ical Mick Channon pile driver.

A few minutes trom the
i came suicidal back
pess from Baker which Ward
just failed to connect with and
then a jinking run by a mag-
nificant Storan, in which he
beat three dcfcndcrs ended
with Keamedy balooning over
the bar. Ina most sporting con-
test the omly mcidents to be
recorded in the referees note
book was an untimely tackle
by Toany Meaney on Alan Ball.

There were shades of the
Markets Field game as an
obviously embarrassed South-
ampion turned on the power in
the second half and Limerick

troubles were added to when
both Hulmes and Duppun
limped off injured. The
Limerick defence were sub-
to much préssure as
eegan, the overlapping
Golac and Channon wcie
rampant on the right. They
shot from every conceivable
angle and Fitzpatrick hud
more to deal with in a fiv

minute period than he would

normally he would deal with in
a month of Sundays

But all their attacking pow
ers Southamplon were Jess
then convincing when it canie
to finding the net und it
biggest disappointiments weyl
Steve Moran, David Arm
strong and Alan  Ball whe
hardly mustered & shot b
ween them.

UNIOR AND

/] il d- saved brilliantly
ul\l.' then Arm-

ashed wias  how
could Limerick survive

Channon sent on i
nght. beat hmmy Nodwell
s pswmper was headed
past Fizpatrick for

Johnny Walsh who had a fine game against Southampton last riyt

other ideas and within two
minutes there was a wave of.

. silence over the Dell as sub-

stitute Tony Morris had the
audacity to creep inside the
Southamplon defence to head
an expertly taken Tony Ward
coroner pass ‘an unsighted
Katalinic. The pressure was
now on the home side to
redeem themselves but a tiring
I:imerick marshalled their
forces in-a professional man-»
ner and contained everything
that pressurised Southampton
had to throw at them.

It .speaks volumes for
United capabilities that bet-
ween ‘the 70 and 80 minutes
the powerful Southampton
fatled 1o get a direct hit at
Fitzpatrick., The nearest they
lo winning was 5ix

[ the end when
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mhu LmJ came ! Ju Miss

pcmu mln | E\uun dy vio
was (ruely magmli
formance by the vi
are not much respected i |

Channon, Moran

Hulmes. McDaognell




