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. repaired, custom built to your

morning, colleckit this afternoon.

SERVICE
TO SPORT

® All your RACQUETS, SQUASH,
-BADMINTON, TENNIS, restrun

peci ie
- cations Large selection of gut strings. Our
- MR. ROI.XND professionally trained,

. .gives express service, same dav r palrs

v

@ Soccer, Gaehc Rugby Footb s all
: re&‘lred on the premises. by our MR.

Give gs your damaged ball this
antas-
tic sarivce. Yes, try us. At

GLEESON SPO
SCENE |

* 23 Upper William St., |
Limerick. Tel: 43227

(£10¢)
4.- Y.

52 Upper \f\li‘lliﬂam

! contmuad succoss for

ED.IE
FRAN KLIN

MENS & BOYS WEAR i

Sagaed & S
Limerick |

Tel: 40607 :

Wlshmg leerlck Spori(s

B1..

(fl()c]

TOBINS
Main Street, |
Abbeyfeale

@ SPORTS
@ CASUALS
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. the pacey

By JOHN (’SHAUGHNESSY

IF EVER a lnstory of leenck United Football Club is written, then one
name must dominate — it is that of Eoin Hand’s, who in the short space of
nine months at the helm, brought a new respect to the club.

Sunday, April 20, 1980, wasl lhe date that
Eoin Hand "and his ten white shirted| col-

 leagues brought honour and g!orP( to the Tre-
‘aty City. That was the day on which they went

to Athlone in scarch of the point Wwhich would
give them the Lleague champmn hip forlonly

the second time in their 42 year history.
United achieyed their objectiye — and the

.- whole " of Ireland, ‘Dundalk| excepted,

rejoiced. The scenes of jubilatiprll at thelfinal

whistle were ‘unforgettable.
Limerick’s. contribution’ 1o | the game of
soccer under Hanci s guidance has bcen%well

documented. They gave a new image tp the

code and wherever they went, "the growds

: rolled in to see them in action. Their attractive .
- ‘brand of football won them fans all ov
' country, and such was their populamy' that

" fnany mourned their defeat by Waterford in

the

the semi-final of the FAI Cup, at Millt .

They 'set & bhstenng pace frlom the bggin-

. ning of the season and ‘only once in sevenilong

months were headed ‘at the top of the table.
There were times early on in|the campaign
when their talents were.questiongd, and even
super‘optimists !gaﬁ doubts about their staying

\
Not oty did ﬂtmenck keepon} mmng ,but
| "

they improved with each performance. They
set up a new points tally, had the best home
angd away record of any club in the country
ang attracted the biggest pate returns.

Their discipline was often. commented
upon. Not once during the season was any of
their players shown the red card and it was

‘quite an achievement to go through their 30

match Leaguc programme without concedmg
a penalty.

Such statistics make for impressive reading. :

It is also important to note that theirsuccess
wds achieved with practically an all local
panel. The only “outsiders” were Eoin Hand,
Johnny Matthews, John Delamere ard Gary
Hulmes; the latter two ]ommg the club late in
th¢ season.

Kevin Fxt:zpatnck was the “daddy” of the
side with:-20' yéars in the League of Ireland
behind him. Captain Joe O’Mahony was col-
lcctmg his first League winners medal after 14
years in the top flight, as was Tony Meaney
The remainder; were all on the rightiside of
twenty, men like Des Kennedy, John Walsh,
Pat Nolan, Jimmy Collins, Ger Duggan,
Mlchae! Ryan Fergus . McDonald, Mick
McDonnell Brendan Storan and Tony Mor-
ris, all of whom learned their early football in

Kl

the Limerick Schoolboy Leagues.

While those on the pitch shared in most of
the glory, ‘mention must be made of the bac-
kroom staff, including Willie O’ Flaherty and
Dave Mahedy, as well as the voluntary work-
ers who gave up so much of their valuable
time to look after the day to day running of
the club. That League championship success
would not have been possible were it not for
chairman, Michael Webb, who poured money
into the club at a time when few wanted to
even hear mention of Limerick AFC.

But Limerick United’s success story did not
end on that never to be forgotten day at St.
Mel's Park, when the local club took in record
‘gate’ receipts of £6,500.

The new seasoh has seen Limerick take up
from where they left off. At the time of writ-
ing they were stilf very much to the fore and
completed the ﬁrgt half of their League prog-
ramme as they started it — on top of the table.

Their amazing run of success has seen a
revival pof interest at all other levels and it is
customary to see big attendances at school-
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SPORTS
NEEDS

Steve McDonagh

Crescent Shoppmg
Centre, leerlck

Tel: 28448

@ Full range of all sports oqmpmont

| -in stock.

'0 Congratulations and continuod

success to all Limerick Sports Men &

Women.
_{#10c)

® Castle Grill. r ‘

htly proud of

PARKWAY
MOTOR INN

@ Ballroom Dancmg Every Sunday |
® City Limits every Thursday Night.

" @ 4 Bangueting suites.

a Wedding & Dmnan’Dances a spep:a!st-y
@ BarlBuffet Lunch evary day.

{

All enquiries to: . c |
The Manager, '
Dublin Road, Limerick. -
Tolel‘ahono 061-47599. Telex 26860.
l
|

Continued Success to all LimaL*ick Spo:rti.)
° (fi

/

i

; \
Congratulations to all Limerick
Sporting Club‘F on their 980
achievgments
FROM

NESTOR BROS. i,mii'Eij

THE professnonalq to contact
for all your sporting ne'éus

28 O'Conneli St., Lim@picrg
Tel: (081)




