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Ibion clinched the
ivision Leaguc title when
they bieat Taxes by 4 goals to nil ut
Garrypwen last week, Shannon
Alhiu# had to win this mateh to be

sure
mean
Hardr
‘would
Mar
right,

the league. A draw would
] riay—oH against Boart
netals and if they lost Boan
be the champions

e Phillips, Albion's outside
put them in front after ten
iminutes and Maureen Talty, who
had an outstanding game on the
right Wing for Albion, made it two
up for| Albion at half-time. Taxes
would have been on level terms
had it pot been for some fine goal-
keeping by Kathleen Diviney, who
brought off two brlliant saves.
Julie McGrath and Mary Kirwan
hcfuu 0 control the game in mid-
ficld for taxes in the second half,
but Denise Curran, Maric Doyle
and Allsion Power were very
steady jn the Albion defence, Trish
Sullivah, Albion's brilliant mid-
field plsyer, made a great break
throught the middle and took a
long-range shot which beat the
Taxes 'kecper for Albion's third
goal

“] am very
disappointed”

—Eo_in Hand
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Happier times for Eoin Hand — he is mobbed by fans at the end of the final home game last season against
Home Farm.

BY CHARLIE MULQUEEN

"K’S thousands of soccer fol-
lowers are this evening still reeling at the
news of Eoin Hand’s resignation as man-
ager of Limerick United A.F.C.

All the rumours, alas, had foundation, and a
dejected Hand told me last night that he would be no
longer involved with Limerick after this Saturday’s
Tyler Cup glash with Portadown at the Markets Field,

So the! man who undoubtedly played the lead
role in Limerick's surprise Championship win in
1978/'80 and so saw them into the glamour Euro-
pean Cup match with Real Madrid, has been
“ditched” after less than twelve months at the Mar-
kets Field.

Officially, Hand has “resigned for domestic
reasons”’. This was the reason given by club chair-
man, Michael Webb, when | contacted him at the

= Markets Field last night. Subsequently, Hand agreed
with this explanation, although those close to the
scene know only too well that trouble has been
brewing between the manager and the committee
for some time

RIGHTS AND WRONGS

Whatever the rights and wrongs of the case, itis
sad indeed that this should have happened after the
most successful year in the club’s history and just
before the clash with Madrid. More than once last
year the players expressed their pleasure and,
indeed, pride at playing under a manager of the
calibre of Eoin Hand.

hile some members of the club believe
otherwise, it is inconceivable that last season’s
results could have been achieved without Hand at
the helm. He got an unbelievable response from the
players, and the terraces, too, weren't slow to
express their approval. Week in, week out, they
chanted and sang his name and chaired him off the
field at the end of the last home game against Home
Farm and again when the title was finally clinched at
Athlone,

Hand has been in professional football for sixteen
years or so, and epitomises all that is best in the
modern pro. Articulate and firm, he appeared to
have a great future in the game, and when the
Republic of Ireland appointed him from a dis-
linguished and wide list of candidates, Hand had the
soccer world at his feet
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FUTURE

Last night, though, he was pondering his future.
Eoin told me he would be going to England for a few
days a week — his family still live in Portsmouth,
where he spent most of his professional career —
and he pointed out that his job with the International
team was part-time. "'l am now on the look-out for a
job”, he said. | am very disappointed”.

Meanwhile, the Limerick board are apparently
well advanced in their search for a successor. Mind
you, one might well ask who would like a job with
such a high mortality rate, but Mick Webb told me
that a man with no connection with the club at pre-
sent and who isn't an Irishman is very much in
contention

Mr. Webb said that Dave Mahedy, last year's

trainer and now assistant manager, will cqminuu in
that position. Dave himself is happy to wait and see
just what develops.

BEHIND HAND TO A MAN

Team captain, Joe O'Mahany, this morning
issued a statement on behalf of the players. It reads:

“We the players of Limerick United, on hearing
the news of manager Eoin Hand's decision to resign,
have decided to issue the following statement:
Irrespective of the reasons for Eoin's resignation,
wae feel that the chairman and committee should do
their utmost to retain his services for the coming
season. It is essential for the players, the club, the
supporters and soccer in Limerick that any reasons
for the manager making this decision should be
resolved immediately”.

LT

Eoin Hand in action for Limerick.

O'Mahony elaborated: "We want the sup-
porters to know that we back Eoin fully. At this stage,
the appointment of a new manager could cause an
upheaval and we would urge both parties to get
together and resolve whatever differences they
ha've between them".

Joe furthermore pointed out that none of the
players have been re-signed to date, in some ways a
throw-back to the non-payment of a bonus after
winning the league. “This development could
further prolong the negotiations”, said Joe.

But they must be re-signed by August 15th to
play against Madrid, so whoever has the job may
face a verv thankless task indeed.

ST. MICHAEL'S struck

A happy group of supporters posé with the magn

Intermediate Eights Cham

St. Michae
champs

(BY “ASPIRANT")

a telling blow for local

rowing prestige when at Inniscarra, Co. Cork, on
Friday last, they won the Intermediate Eights

Championship of Ireland
tance to the elite event.
It was the club’s first champ-
ionship win in what is now
known as senior grade, and the
second in all, having won the
Junior A title last season.

The blue and gold colours of
the club was left flying proudly
over the clubhouse ud. week,
and well they might. News of
this historic win was greeted
with unbounded jubilation not
alone by club members, but by
and file rowing fol-
and otherwise,
throughout the city, At long
last, one of the traditional
“Union Cups” (Junior Eights)
had come our way again afler a
long and barren spell stretch-
ing way back to 1954, when
Shannon R.C. won the maiden
pot.

Mention of a Union Cup has
always had a magical ring
about it for local rowing men,
its annexation being the
biggest ambition and ultimate
honour. Legends have grown
up around local Union Cup
wins and holders of such hon-
ours are invariably held in
esteem

Twenty-six years is a long
time to wait for one of the
fabled cups to be brought back

" to the city and thanks to St

Michael’s, one would be safe
in saying that the lean spell -
nay, famine - of the sixties and

seventies — has now been truly

put behind. “Well rowed™ St.

ichael’s, you .have all the
congratulations and thanks of
all rowing followers through-
out the city

Shannon R.C., incidentally,
were also the last local club to
win this magnificent trophy
when in 1945 they won the
then lIrish Junior Eights
Championship in Cork
Athlunkard, with what some

i old-timers argue was the best

crew ever to leave the club
slipway, won the cup in 1941
and soon afterwards were
beaten a couple of feet in a
heat by Trinity in Limerick
attempling to bring off the
senior double

— second only in impor-

LIST

The list of local champ-
'U"ﬁf"[’ winners has remained
siatlc for a quarter of century
or s0, it is with great pleasure
we give the revised one:

Senior: Athlunkard, 1912
and 1923, Limerick B.C
1927

Junior: Athlunkard 1941,
Shannon 3 X945, St
Michael's 1980 (now Inter
mediate)

Maiden: Athlunkard 1946
Shannon 1954

Junior A: St Michael's
1979

AB.C, also won the now
defunct Inter-provincial
championship in 1952

SUCCESS

They say that success breeds
success, and in St. Michael's
case that is true, They won
their first ever championship
with their Junior A Eight last
season, and drafted in no less
than five of that history mak-
ing crew in an attempt to lift
the inter title at Inniscarra
How well that ploy succeeded
is mow written into rowing
annals.

The average age of the “St
Mick's" crew is 19, Captain is
Christy Moloney and the
coach was Dermot Henihan,
assisted by Austin Reid. Der-
mot also coached the champ-
ionship winning eight last sea-
son and after this double must
now be considered being made
a “freeman” of the club!

To the club mentors, the
senior and life-long members
such as Paddy Stapleton,
Ignatius Henehin, Bill C:
mody, Paddy.Mullins, to men-
tion but a few, this major suc-
cess is a dream come (rue
Another old club stalwar,
who sadly passed away
recently in the person of Joe

illon, would have been
equally as proud,

The crew, who made the
success possible, are as fine a
bunch of young oarsmen as
ever graced the O'Callaghan
Strand clubhouse and their
countless hours of training

71 Strong Limerick

challenge for

%4 South of Ireland

BY CHARLIE MULQUEEN

The annual amateur golfing showpiece in
these parts, the South of Ireland Championship,
gets under way at Lahinch, on this Saturday with

the first of seven rounds

which lead up to the final

on Wednesday afternoon next.

Soin this unpredictable — at best
~ climate of ours, the championship
may very well be as much a test of
slamina as g shot-making,
although the pfesence of so many
members of the International
panel ensures that the victory of a
rank outsider is a remote prospect
indeed

Defending the title will be Kil
kenny’'s Padraic O'Rourke, 2
slightly surpnising if very worthy
winner twelve months ago. He beat
Jackie Hamrington in the semi-final
before going on to master
Lom Cleary by 4/3 i the decider

O'Rourke won his place on the
Irish panel after that success, Bul
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