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F.AL CUP FINAL

It wns a day of tragedy and deep disappointment for the
vast Limerick contingent at Dalymount. The result was bad
enough, especially as the team played so well for so long, but
the sitlden death of Ned Cussen, a director of the club up to
the end of last season, left a mark that will be felt when the
result is long forgotten, .

Mr. Cussen was taken ill early in the first half, rushed from
the stand on a stretcher, but was dead on reaching Jervis Street
Hospital,

Present at the final with Mr.
family, and we sympathise with

Cussen were his wife and
them in thelr tragic and grievous

L;menck 's Eaeltzcht *Minister, Tom O'Donnell, rushed to the
stance of the stricken family and helped enormously in their
hour of need. Accordingly, he missed much of:a iame LB{\E—
rick looked to have wrapped up after Mominating the opening
20 minutes to an enormous extent.

At this stage, No. 9, Des Hennedy, was absolutely superb
and was desperately unlucky im the 18th minute when his
thundering header after a corner was headed off the line by
synan Braddish. True, it was a fine piece of defensive work,
hut Braddish would be the first to mdmit that it was sheer good
fortune that he should be itioned in the correct pesition, and
his clearance can only have been purely instinctive, so qulch-lv
was the ball travelling.

Earlier, Dave Kirby h
generally, Dundalk were w
Dundalk are o fine side
axcellent defensive work ha
tide would turn in their fav
was obliged to play a deepe
relatively lone furrow up fr

h fded over off the cross-bar and,
er all types of pressure.. However,
d, once gooyd luck and their own
ne its job, one sensed that the
And so it proved . .. Kennedy
e, leaving Duggan to plough &

F.A.L

BY JOHN O'SHAUGHNESSY

Flanagan on target

DUNDALK 2;

LIMERICK 0.

C:‘RAVI AND ERAIN friumphed over flair and en-

thusiasm at Dalymount Park, Dublin, yesterday
when odds-on favourites, Dundalk, ended Limerick’s
"'*upes-. uf F.A.L Cup glory with a 2-0 victory, and thus
st time in eighteen years.

g the underdogs
more than holding
in the midfiejld s
Lymer was 'intro-
anager Johnson to
th Deacy and
ough it is water
bridge et this stage,
that it would have
to' move either Her-
an into midfield and
take over at full-

that

Walsh's depart-
k lost out in the
t the park. O'Mahony
7 Fitzgerald then began tu
send iong punts downfield and
played right into the hands
Dundalk’s  Brian McCon-
« _dim MeLoughlin and
i ¥cManus.

Let's face

it

surging for-
3 ners were well
the back to deal
ituation. Denis Liy-
one cracking shot
t them, but 'keep-
rew himself full
nt what seemed

rit h\vnh ml
ad their first scare after o
minutes when F
throw was back
Duggan fo Ki
Waterford

CET .mn gr al,

Though Frank' Johnson's
were the more attrac-
atch, they still
ective 28 they

eir three matches
against D'o"hpda Utd. Mean-
“y and Deacy were marked
"lesei} by McDowell and Brad-
dish and were seldom given
much snace in which to ex-
ploit thelr skills,

orner, bhut
Braddish was
line and cleared,

rtuniti

Kennedy, a tireless worker
zed support for ljittle was seen
Dave Kirby angd Ger Duggan
role, Yet the

was thought
f ‘and inventive-
reap its reward.

APPROACH
didn't work out
d be attributed to
Ik's approa¢h. For the
part Llww were prepared
ay a cat and mouse game.
gxperience’ of
campaigners as
le brothers, Me-
n and McManus proved
or Limerick's )'oun:sr
The end result was d the winners’ supe:-
they achieved more que ¥
about half the effort that
Limerick put into the game
“The difference beiw
sides was that they r
thean we

more professional \m,m at full-back.
were,” was how 'keeper F in = seen of Mick Law-
Fitzpatrick summed it and except for

afterwards,

Flanagan was rar
t. Just where, 3
. did leenck gu
wrong? It is not easy to answer
that question, but it might: be
said that their second half pery
mr‘“ance was not the type to
upset Dundalk who, on the day's
rﬂa\ were far from unbeatable,
S\mpa‘Lhy for Limerick is of
little consolation at this stage.
Defeat was bitter to accept,
especially since the mighty Sligo
Rovers, Waterford and Drog-
heda had already been removed.
ang the 6,000 fans who made the
journey returned home disap-
pointad.

[dt'h}

t1owards holding THE GAME
. Then It wasn’t a classic cup final
number by any means. There were al-
claimed together too many petty fouls
allowed. Fla and hold-ups due to stones

cormer which being thrown on the pitch, and
McDowell, Dundalk’s wait and see tactics
spoiled what could otherwise

SWUNG have been a fast flowing

game.

In the opening four minutes,
Limerigk set up two attacks o:
note. Then came that miiss by
Kirby, whose header bounced
x nd off the crossbar and over the
in an tep, Duggan was shown the
yellow card after a foul on Mec-
1 that Loughlin; Kennedy had athun-
¥ the dering hecader cleared off the
hp game was practic- line by Braddish, while Deacy
at that stage missed another 'good chance
the thGUE:hl “1 after he failed to connect prop-
st didn't ¥ erly with an O|Mahony free

e referce kick )
g the goal to And all that baefore Dundalk
atrick. even got in one shot of note.

No doubt excuses will be put Walsh went off injured in the
xm\\nru for Limerlck's defeal. 25th minute, and though he
The of Johnny ‘Walsh came back on the Ilirld a few
through a leg injury after 30 minutes later, it wuas obvious
minutes was a severa blow, Up t(hat he was in puaun. He sig-

11\.1 1y
" Dundalk

YELLOW CARD

And when Duggan was shown the yellow cani for a wild
tacile on Jim MelLoughlin, he was never the force again that
he had been earlier. :1}10 ‘near things" Kirby and HKennedy,
the misdeméanour by Duggan and an aukle injury to Johmny
Walshie that forced his retirement after half-an-hour were ol
vital turning points. '

And the handling of Walshe’s retirement leit o great deal to
be desired. Obviously seriously bampered by injury, Walshe
limped off after 24 minuw and, no sub. having been intr( ced,
he limped back on again in the 28th minute. Sixty seconds
later he hobbled off again and, finally, Denis Lymer c
Lymer must have been pi}chuingirallv uﬁ°cte(1 by the re
to put him into the fray and, while he very nearly gra
second-half equaliser, his performance was also speck ded by
some incredibly wild shooting

After 34 minutes, Du:lc?alk were shead, Terry Flanagan
sililing the ball home fo finish off a lovely move. Now the play
had swung Dundsalk’s way, and Fitzpatrick was obliged to make
a finger-tip save from ia lovely dipping shot by McDowelk

So'the first-half ended, and suddenly it dawned on me that
I had seen all this before so many fimes at the Markeis Field.
Yes, Limerick had dominated, played some lovely foothall, but
the opposition were ahead,

&
MISSILES

All the time, Referee Breen was picking stones, tin cans and
other missiles from the pilch. To say the least of it, the Lime-
rick contingent.behind the school end goal v not biameless,
and this did little to!improve our sagging Mana

CUP FINAL:

LI

T IT WAS NOT OUR DAY S

Johnson went down to appeal fo the blue-and-white bedstked
contingent, while four members jof the Gardai stayed immobile
at the Limerick dug-out 80 yardsg from the trouble spot.

The mob chanted . . . “We will not be moved” ... Johnson
gave up the ghost, so, too, did the referee, who re-started the
game., Frankie wasn’'t back at;his perch when Blackmore made
1 great save from the afore-mentioned Lymer shot. Our mana-
ger punched the air in anguish.| He must have been simllariy
disappointed when a curling'shpt by Kirby had the Dundalk
‘keeper in trouble, but the ball was cleared.

No, it was not our dany, a point driven cruelly home four
minutes from time when the powerful Flanagan rose high to
meet 8 curney and flashed the bill into the net, But what did
he use to put it there . . . his head or his fist © Flanagan
'1d|m.|,ted aiterwards thag he didn’t know the answer and the
only Thing that mattered was the referee’s decision.

You can draw your own conclusions from thuat one.

Duggan came spiritedly thH‘ one late shot that Blackmore

again saved well. At least we fought on to the end and nobody
could deny the merit of Limerick's cenfribution to the
F.AL Cup.

SWITCH

John Herrlek and Kevin Kitzpatrick signalied very obviously
to the Limerick dug-out during the second halt that they wanted
to switch Herrick to midfield, a view shared by many Limerick
‘auppm ters. Manager Johnson commenteil afterwards . .. "I did
not wish to change the back four as full-baéks Put Nolen and
John Herrick were deing-such an excellent job.”

Johnson went on . . . “ We played all the football, but unfor-
tunately did not get 1hp breaks.' The injury to »!o'nn.m Walshe
was a ‘bad blow, but we will be back again next vmr

nalled that he wanted to leave
and was replaced by Lymier.

The game swung in Dun-
dall’s favour afterwards.
Limerick's pattern was upset
ang they fell behind In the
38rd minute when Flanagan
was lying handy to tap u
Lawlor c¢entre past Fitzpat-
rick.

| Just on half-time, in another
Dundalk attack, McDowell -had
1a dipping shot tipped over by
‘Pitzpatriek.
{ The early stages of the second
1half had little to offer. Limerick
were in difficulties in the centre
of the park, but came very
close to snatching a dramatic
equaliser in the 65th minute
when Kennedy set up Lymer,
only for the Iatter's powerful
|shot to be held by Blackmore,
| Nolan moved Tp into middeld
|in an effort to add more bite ta
this department, but at that
point Limerick had run out of
‘ideas in their attempt to cutwit
the strong Dundalk rearguard.
There were few exciting gorl-
mouth incidents until Flanagan
clincheg it for the Border club
five minutes from time.
Dundalk—Blackmore, MeCon-
ville (B.), McLoughlin (J.), Mc-
Conville (T.), McManus (capt.),
Braddish, Cavanagh, McDowell,
Flanagan, Lawlor, Dainty.
! Limerick—Fitzpatrick, Nolan,
* Herrick, O'Mahony (c¢apt.), Fitz-
i werald, Meaney, Walsh, Deacy,
Kennedy, Duggan, Kirby., Sub.:
Lymer for Walsh.
r. Noel Breen (Waterford)
was an excellent referee

Comments

Tommy McConville in control of this situation. in spite of the challenge of Des
Kennedy.

Daveirby-pushes the ball past Tommv McConville and itries:to:set up:another
early Limerick:attack, :

"Dundalk dido't win the Cup
—they stole it,” was how Clir
Mick Crowe summed up yester-
day's defeat at Dalymount Park
And there were many who ag-
reed with hin

‘Keeper Ke Fitzpatrick was

| obviously upset in the dressing-
room afterwards and he, too,
felt that the betier side had
lost, “"But 1 suppose we cannot
expect to win games when we
throw away so many chances,"
| he commented.

Mayor Ted Russell saw only

| the first half; together with the

Minister for the Gaeltacht, Tom
O'Donnell, he went to Jervis
St. Hospital with Mrs, XNed
Cussen, whese husband collap-
sed and died in the stand.

Captain Joe O'Mahony said
that Dundalk used their greater
all-round experience top advan-
tage. “We felt the loss of
Johnny Walsh and found it
hard to get back into things
after he left the field.”

Eamon Deascy. who had an-
other flne 90 minutes; was dis-
appointed at the outcome. "VWe
have nobody but ourselves to
blame—we had most of the play
but failed to put the ball where
it mattered.”

John Eerrick expreassed the
s same opinion Pat Nolan, ap-
pearing in a Dalymount final
for the first time, felf that
Dundalk paced the game fo suit
themselves and thus preventied
Limerick from getting into full
gesl

“But I
enough to
he added.

Frank Johnson is also of the
opinion that Limerick are on
the verge of a big breakthrough,
"Dozens of neutral followers
came and told me after the
game that we were the better
side on the day,
tain the same spirit and en-
thusiasm we will shortly gain in
experience,” he stated.

Dundalk player manager, Jim
McLaughlin, thanked Limerick

! for what he described as a “fine
. sporting game.” Delighted with
his team’s success, he teld me
that he bhad the utmost respect
for Limerick throughout the
competition-—-"and they gave us
many worrving moments out
there toda:

= RUGBY RF'\i LTS

. Senior friendly —
ians, 88: Gardn, 7.
Under 18 Cup final—Young
Munster, 7; Shannon, 6.
Regional Technical
tute final—Limerick, 1
Wi

think we are
return next

good
April,"

Bohem-

Inati-
Gal-

solden  Oldies” — Bohem-
ians, 12; Shannod. 172,
City Cap semi-final — Shan-
non, §; Bry®T, 8
® Benoris on these games
in to-morrow’s “Ldmerick

Chrondele,'”

and if we main- J°

urally I'm very disappointed| and espu
players, but the potential of b very i

There was some consolation for mi
Deacy. who was toid just minutes affer tnn game to
securing a passport early td-day and be prendred to .
Irish amateur squad for thelr away game with He :
European Amateur Championship on “the week after next

A DISGRACE

As to the crowd incidents wiilch suw & number of s
Limerick supporfers throwing mis s gn to the p
sald: “They were a dlsgrau.e and re not the nnv: we 3
as supporters.”

Johnson himself was lui by two stones thrown 1
crowd when he went behind lone goal to a‘)pv—‘.\ tu them t
the stone and bottle-throwing and adlow me to cont

Limerick captain -Jn-— O!Mahoney 1
jeﬁull We hnd 105 kho play, 'h

We had inl"ne chances, bu
’

ball in i‘he net‘
with us on the day. -

Des Kennedy, talking of his header, said: "T
risen as hlgh to meet a ball. [ I thought it was going
amazed to see Braddish head 1t nws

No, indead, it was not our day: 1 the fi
was a typical Limerick performance, full of co
plenty of skill and no finish, The tragedy
the blackguarding of some of the fans put
basically, was a bitterly disappointing aflair.

14,000 AT DALYMOUNT PARK

DUNDALK TAKE THE CUP...AND

MERICK THE PRAISE

Gerry Duggan tries to force his way past
McConvyille

it down and prepar
early

Gerry Duggan slows
as Limerick piled on the pres

s Kennedy America

Dah‘n\‘n unt
offered tw
to play I

seven-match ¢
And it is almao
Des will accept
Sligo party

Kennedy and were :
hinw
He did

digest
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