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logan

tand

ust be
xtended .

»w that the operation 'of
s new stadium, and its ,
iling of three imporiant
es covering both codes,
which filled it to ost
icity, has been undoubt-

studied by the other
ister counties, the way in
‘h their grounds stand In
tion to it must be causing
& concern.

Soulhern venues most
lved would be Limerick,
rles and Killarmey, with
sh Park. Waterford, and
wk Park, Knpnis, interes-
te a secondary degree.
wrk has its limitations in
the capacity of Iits
mds is less than that of
other three big Munster
ues, and it is uncomfort-
filled at anything be-
1 the 45,000 mark. Its big
antage, however, is that
as 20,000 bookable seats—
! of them under cover,
ch can be and were sold
yrehand, representing a
" of some £30,000, at
es charged for the recent
1es and collected the week
i to the fixture—so weath-
onditions would not affect
“¢akings.”
hat is left is another
00 “standing” accommoda-
w—confined to both goal
s} but yet commanding a
view, A position in this
tion of the grounds sold,
50p for the Munster finals,
allowing for some 5,000
eniles who were admitted
>, the cash capacity from
h ends represent an addi-
1al £10,000—glving an
rage overall gate receipts
m each of tho three recent
ures nt sbout £40000 —
a total of £120,000 over the
ee Sundays. And svhat the
- erowds meant to the busi-
ig lfe of Cork City is any-
1y's guess.
"he overall accommeodation
Limerick’s Pairc na nGael
the best in the provinces
il outside Croke Park, 61,174
>ple paid for sadmission
sre to see the 1861 Mumster
al between Cork and Tip-
rary, on which occasion
susands more gained free
mission
rhe sealing accommodation
Limerick, 22,000, exceeds
it of the new Cork stad-
n—but the Hogan stand
iy accommodates 1,100—and
it is the extent of its cov-
.4 ond bookuable capacity.
EXTENTION
the obvious development at
irc ns nGael would be an
tention of the Hogan Stand
-ht down to the Greystones
d of the pitch. That would
gvide an extra 5,000 covered
ating, adding that much fo
= ecapacity of the grounds
d making it adequate for
roquirements.
1 would think that an ex-
nsion of the Hogan stand
seat anything wover 5,000
ople under cover would be
equate, nlong with fuclities
r ibe booking of the re-
nining iting accommodat-
n, plus improved tollet and
her amenities.

e

¢ork have been exception-
ly lucky this year with the
eat games they got on suc-

suivie Sundays, but the out-
ok for 1977 Is not so prom-
ing, with the near certainty
at both Munster finals will
stugedl clsewhere—the foot-

ul  definitely booked for
illarney, where u big ball
eord crowd of 49457 paid
‘8,031 to see the 1874 final

he money was greater there
te following year — £39227,
it the crowd was down to
1292,

The higgest crowd nt Thur-

% in recent years was 41,728,
nd they puld £13,333 to =ee
w 1973  Munster Hurling
nal, in which Limerick had

.dramatic win over Tipper-
ry—a last minute point from

“geyenty’, scorcd by Richie
ennis.

Plans are under way for
i lmprovements at Semple
tadium, hut again the facts
ave to be faced that the
rounds Iave not packed out
OT, mMAny day ond they must
¢cide there whether an Im-
rovement in the overall fac~
Iities, including bookable ac-
gmmodation mnot previously
wallable at. this venue, is
yrefernble to nny further ex-
ensions by way of increased
wnking.

It looks ns i Limerick will
omain for the foreseeable
tble future the yenue with
he biggest holding capacity
n the country with the soli-
ary exception of Croke Park,
yut a lot must be done to
nodernise the facllities there,
uml that should bo the im-
nediate aim of the Grounds
Committee, working in con-
junction with the provincinl
Councll, who will mainly ben-
efit in tha long term.

Cork have set an example
In standards to be aimed at,
nnd for that the other venues
in the province—and the Mun-
ster Council—should be grnte-
ful.

—“Caman”,
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SOCCER: Manag_er takes a cold, hard look at local attitudes!

FENTON SLAMS LIMERICK APATHY

BY CHARLIE
MULQUEEN

W WILL deny that

League of Ireland
soccer is 'going through
a bad patch right now.
Dwindling crowds and a
diminution of interest
have plunged even our
strongest clubs into fin-
ancial embarrassment.
Cork Hibs., for example,
looked to be one of the
few capable of coping
with the demands of the
_19705; now they are star-
ing bankruptey in the
face.

Here in Limerick, our own
League of Ireland club. ap-
pears to be going from -one
mediocre season to another.
There is no cash in the bank,
and - little likelihood of any.
The once big Markets Field
attendances have long since

. Dassed away.

The future is grim. 0

But it is not hopeless, A
chat this week with Manager
Ewan Fenton convinced me of
this. He is only too well
aware of the problems that
lie ahead—we will come to
that in due course—yet for
one thing he is convinced that
Limerick will do a lot better
than last season and will
glay an amount of good foot-
all,

Fenton, 47, and owner of a
successful School of Motoring
in Cecil St, where his wife,
Vera, and son, Ewan junior,
are vital cogs in the machine,
ia a deep thinker on the gamse
of soccer,

I have often wondered why
he continues to plough so
much of his hard-pressed time
into a game whose rewards
grow smaller and smaller with
the passing of each year. Af-
ter our chat—in weather that
led one to believe that the
seagon was months away in-
stead of a brief few weeks—
1 had the answer.

LOVE

It is his love, his devotion,
yes passion for football that
keeps him involved with Lime-
rick, ever hopeful that the
corner can be turned and that
once agein the bright lights
will shine at the Markets
Field.

To listen to him speak ab-
out the game, you would hon-
estly believe that soccer was
the only worthwhile sport in
the whole world. Which, of
course, it isn't, especially in
Ireland, where the fans — or
rather the lack of them—have
given their answer to the med-
ioerity dished up week after
week in the name of soccer.

Ewan Fenton was born in
Dundes near the east coast
of Scotland and was kicking
a ball about almost as soon
as he could walk. At 9 years
of age, he was playing juven-
ile football and at 16 had his
first taste of the professional
scene in local leagues. Fenton
returned to Dundee recently
with an old friend himself
just back from Canada and
his sister organised a reunion
of those players of '45 that
gave him much pleasure.

FIVER A WEEEK

He played one game at that
time for St. Johnstone, who
offered him terms of £5 and £3
but he turned down what was
at that time alotof moneyfor
& 16 year-oyl. The attraction
was across the border in Eng-
land and leading the race for
the rich talents of Ewan Fen-
ton were Blackpool and Man-
chester United.

“Blackpool won by a £1 —
and a guarantee,” he recalls
and explained. "Blackpool off-
ered me £6 and a guarantee to
continue my trade as a joiner.
United suggested £5 und no
guarantee™/

So Blackpool had their man.
National Service in the Army
intervened after a few years,
although his Commanding Offi-
cer in Aldershot allowed him
every weekeny off to play for
Blackpool. That entailed a
train journey of 400 miles to
Blackpool, but such was his
love for the game that Fenton
never demurred.

He was not in the Black-
pool team that lost the 1948
final to Manchester United,
though he made four first
team appearances at the end
of the season.

CAPTAIN

Furthermore, he missed the
1851 final defeat by Newcastle
United. He was still in the
Service amd captain of a
powerful British army team
that included the likes of
Welsh ace John Charles.

The army were due fo play
Austria on the same day as
the Cup final, but agreed to
release Fenton should Black-
pool pick him ' for the final
As it transpired, he was only
named as a reserve and the
Army took up the option.

Two years later, owever,
there was to be no stopping

Blackpool — or Fenton. 2
goals down in the Wembley
final to Bolton Wanderers,

the magic of Stanley Matt-
hews and Stanley Morenson
blossomed in a memorable 4-2
triumph.

That match; of course, re-
mains the high spot of Fen-
ton's soccer career. To listen
to him recall that day and
those that followed in a voice
still tinged with a touch of
the Secots brogue is nothing
short of fascinating.

“The spirit then was really
fantastic. We all recelved the
same amount of money.
Whether your name was Mat-
thews or Fenfton, it was £20
and 2 more for a win, Nothing

¥ | more, nothing less. There were
1o |

no stars, nobody up on a ped-

Stanley Matthews was

‘Game will die unless cash is injected from outside’

“The Bwan ¥enton School of Motoring” team this week. From left: Ewan Junior;

in centre, Ewan Senior, and on right, Mrs. Vera Fenton. Ewan Senior will be
hoping that he can steer Limerick A.F.C. on an equally straight course in the

one of the world's great play-
ers, but at Blackpool he was
treated like everybody else and

shouted ak like everyone else,”
smiles Ferton.
Fenton ‘was to . spend six

more happy years at Bloom-
fleld Road, captaining Black-
pool and earning the admirat-
ion of all for his skill and style
before eventually moving for
a short time to Wrexham in

In no time, however, he was
lured to Limerick—surely the
most significeat, important and
successful signing ever made
by the club—and the rest is
well known.

As a wing-half or centre-
half, he guided Limerick
through the 60s, bringing them
to the unsuccessful FAI Cup
finals of 1865 and '66, in both
of which they loat, once after
a replay, to Shamrock Rovers.

LINFIELD

A brief term as boss of Lin-
fleld in the Ulster League fol-
lowed, but Fenton was back
with Limerick again in 1970
and managed them to the-his-
toric F'AI Cup triumph of 1971

Since then, however, things
are not going anything like as
well. The hordes who followed
the team in their glory five
years ago have fallen away so
dismally that on oceasions
last season it was' possible to
actually count the number . of
spectators at the Markets
Field.

8o, whatis the future, if any,
for League of Ireland foot-
ball? Ewan Fenton has very
definite ideas. i

“Football here,” he told me,
“will die unless there is =
money injection from outside
the game.”

BINGO
Elaborating, he went on to
explain that Timerick tried

bingo, initially with some de-
gree of success, but eventually
they had to abandon that par-
ticular idea. Now they have
turned to & dance and cab-
aret at the Savoy each Fri-
day night, but that isn’t going
too well either.

Warming visibly to his sub-
ject, Fenton bitterly criticised
the apathy of the Limerick
soccer publie.

“They want League of Ire-
land football here alright. But
they will do nothing to help
the club. They want a suc-
cessful team, but they will
not work towards that aim.
The apathy in this town de-
presses me. Remember we
are not deoing this for Ewan
Fenton or Michael Webb or
any one individual We are
doing it for Limerick City
and If the people want the
best side, they must help us
to achieve it,” Fenton says.

SMALL

Fenton worked with a2 lud-
icrously small panel of 16 or
so players last year, An ob-
vious way to bring about im-
provement was for the club to
launch a “B" team. With this
aim in mind, they applied to
the local Junior Council for
admittance to the junior lea-
gue. At the AGM of this body;
however, Limerick were beaten;
albeit by a 27-24 margin, and
Fenton wes very angry.

“I don't fault the council it-
self, as far as we can see, they
want to help. But the clubs
. . . they are a different thing
altogether., They don't seem to
realise what we are after, We
are not out to steal their best
players. These junior clubs
must come out of their little
parishes and think about the
city for a change,” says Fen-
ton.

There is still 2 chance that
the junior body will change
their original decision at a
meeting later this month. Fen-
ton certainly hopes so. Con-
stralned by the lack of finance,
he would like to have the best
of local talent at the Marketis
Field for training and coach-
ing sessions and if they had
a “B" team getting regular
competition, he believes stand-
ards would improve quickly

|

forthcoming soccer season.

and to the benefit of the game
in general.

GONE

Fenton fears that the days
of the crowds are gone for-
ever. REdited highlights of
English games have made
people too critical of Irish
football and Fenton has strong
views on this.

“Thirty five minutes of the
best English match of theday
are sure to give great enter-
tainment. But I remember RTE
showing the whole of a match
involving Derby County two
years ago and it was so bad
that at half time a few friends
and I abandoned the telly and
went playing golf. I Dbelieve
if they showed edited high-
lights of Irish matches, pro-
perly fllmed with eclectronic
equipment, they would com-
pare favourably with the
English version”, claims Fen-
ton,

The crowds have dropped
elsewhere, Fenton points out.
The great Bayern Munich
average only 8,000; his old

‘elub, Blackpool, used to have

a consistent “gate” of 38,000,
now they are down to 7,000.
FUTURE
With the exception of two
or three players, i ick
will have the same playing
staff as last year, The mana-
ger is hopeful that they will
do at least as well when they
won the Bass League Cupand
£800 of Bass money for a re-
markable burst of high scor-
ing late in the season—but
he feels that they should do

a lot better.

“We introduced =
young players last
Everything considered, they
did very well but now with
the experience picked up then
and a year older, I would hope
for a lot better. Where we
lost by the odd goal twelve
months ago, I now expect to
draw; where we drew then,
I now expect a win. I'm not
by any means suggesting we
can win the League, but there
should be no gquestion of fin-
ishing as low again says
Fenton,

But he doesn’t relent in his
criticistmn of apathy in local
saccer, If they want success,
they must come aut and help,
he insists.

DANCE

He quotes the case of the
Friday night dance at the
Savoy; where an opportunity
was given to loeal junior
clubs to pick up some money
and players to win nice in-

lot of
year.

dividual prizes, So far, the
response has been poor, to
say the least, although he
hopes things will pick up

after the holiday period.

Then there was a meeting
in Janeshoro some months
ago when a Committee of
eleven was chosen to raise
funds This has'fallen through,

The view has oft been ex-
pressed that if the Board of
Directors were to be changed
that Limerick’s fortunes
would improve. In recent
times, men like Billy Higgins,
Harry Gibson-Steele and Ed-
die Cussen have departed.

“Now we will see if the
wiseacres were right” says
Fenton.

The Board of Directors is
now reduced to skeleton pro-
portions, with Mick Webb as
chairman; Tim O'Cbnnor as
secretary and Dave Coughlan
ag treasurer. Personnel Is
badly needed and it would ap-
pear that ithe openings for
suitable material are there.

SACRIFT

Few football managers to-
day are expected to make the
sacrifices of Ewan Fenton.
They are there to look after
the team and that alone. But
Fenton ploughs in an inordin-
ate amount of time frying te
get the dance off the ground
and to promote the club in
every way he can.

As the man says, there is
nothing in it for Fenton, Mick

-ranged

4

Webb or the others. However,
swhile there are men like Fen-
ton around, the future of
Irish football is assured, One
only hopes that his words
will be heeded and that our
soceer public—so ardent in
their support when things are
going well—will rally now to
the cause in this time of dire
need.

Waterford
may be
here on
August 29

"LIMERICK’S first com-

petitive outing of the
new season may be in the
Munster Senior Cup
against Waterford at the
Markets Field on Sunday
fortnight, August 29th,
writes Charlie Mulgqueen.

At their weekly meeting on
Tuesday, Limerick agreed to &
request from the Munster Coun-
¢cil to play the game on that
date, but it is subject to Water-
ford's agreement.

And if the matech goes ahead
on the 29th, it will upset the
plans of Nenagh, who had ar-
for some Limerick
“guests™ for their outing that
day against Shamrock Rovers.

in the meantime, Limefick
manager Ewan Fenton will com-
plete the re-signing programme
next week with the return from
holiday of Kevin Fitzpatrick and
Denis Lymer after iliness,

In

N SHANNON
This is a much happier situa-
tion that prevailed twelve

months ago, and Manager Fen-
ton should be in good heart
when he brings his squad to
Shannon on Sunday week for a
tixture with the local club.

It will be recalled that the
Shannon Town Centre, through
the good auspices of noted socc-

cer enthusiast, Al O'Connor,
sponsored one of Limerick's
home games two years 2ago.

Limerick are re-paying that fav-
our in this small way, commen-
ted Mr, Fenton.

Hopefully, the build-up to the
Bass League Cup will continue
with the Munster Cup tie against
Waterford, and- then comes the
first real big test — the clash
with Bohemians, the F.AI, Cup
champions, at the Markets Field,
on Sept. 5th. The following
week, Sept., 12th, Limerick are
away to Drogheda.

@® Ewan Fenton is still inter-
ested in bringing the vastly ex-
periencéd ex-Waterford Interna-
tional star, Alfic Hale, to Lime-
rick, and he may be included
against Shannon Town on Sun-
day week.

Adare Manor
Golf Club

Making one of his rare appear-
ances on the falrways this sea-
son, Sean Crowe teamed up nic-
ely with electriclan Joe Neville
to win the fourball stableford
event last Sunday. It was an in
and out display, one making up
for the other's lapses to card 43
points.

Two points behind in second

spit were Sean McMahon and
ny Clancy. They edged out
Willle Walpole 'and Vincent

Moran on the back nine.
Results: Fourball Stableford.
1, Sean Crowe (12), Joe Neville

(18), 43 points; 2, Secan Me

Mahon (12);, Tony Cilaney (12},

41 points. Won on back ninc.
This weekend, Saturday/Sun-

day, August 14, 15—Wheelchsir

Singles Stableford,
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GOLF: Jackie Harrington holds Irish team place

SELECTORS GO
OR YOUTH

BY CHARLIE
MULQUEEN
’TIS GREAT to be

young, especially if
you-are a low handicap
golfer . in Ireland. At
least, that's the very
understandable impres-
sion to take from the
team for the Home
International . Champion-
ship to be played on the
great Muirfield links in
Scotland next month,

Certainly the words of Vin-
cent Nevin on the day of his
South of lreland Champion-
ship triumph went unheard by
the selectors. Nevin's view
was that picking of youth for
youth's sake was “not on”

“Youngsters should have pro-
ved themselves in the Cham-
pionships before getting into
the International team,” was
Nevin's opinion.

‘Well, belleve it or not, only
four of the eleven chosen for
Muirfield have won a major
Championship and many have
never made an impression in
any.

Take 19%-year-old Douglas
Heather, Tor instance. In his
two most recent Champion-
shups, the South and Close, he
was eliminated 'in the first
round. And never once nas
he seriously threatened to
take u major title,

Neither; really, have Mun-
stermen Tom Cieary and Noel
Lehane, but] this trio have cne
thing in common — youth.

Nor has Tipperary's 256-yvear-
ola Artnur \lerse exactly set
tne world alignt, thougn ne did
reach the last eight of the
Norta and Close, nelther of
which events attracted & par-
ticulariy strong entry,

RESTRICTED

As against all that the sel-
ectors nad a restricted choice,
witn men of the quality of
Nevin not available, and stan-
dards generally at an all-time
low,

For all his poor play in the
“South” final, nowever, 1 would
have had rat Mulcare before
half the chosen players for
muwrtield, At least he did
reach a Champlonship decider
and beat both Lehane and
Jackie marrngton in the cru-
clal closing stages,

Lehane and Harrington are
in the side for Muirneld, and
the preceding remarks are in
ne way a criticism of the
Adareman, one of the few of
tne older established school 10
maintain his reputation this
scason. He reached the semi-
final of the South, won the
Castletroy Scratch Cup and
finished the narrowest of mar-
gins behind in three other
such events.

Jackie made his first app-
earance for Ireland in 1438,
and now, eighteen years later,
is still at the forefront, surely
a ftting tribute to the exalted
position he has held in the
game here over such a lengthy
period.

@ There are filve Munster-
men in this Irish team and on
the last occasion such a sit-
uation prevailed —1955— Ire-
land won the Championship
outright. The five in question
were Larry McCarthy (now
the non-playing captain); Bob
Fleury, John Xitzgibbon, Pat-
rick Leyden and George Cros-
bie.

The team isi—

Declan Brannigan (Laytown
and Bettystown), Tom Cleary
(Fermoy); Eddie Dunne (Ath-
lone); Jac kie Harrington
(Adare Manor), Douglas Hea-~
ther (Sutton), Brian Kissock
(Bangor), Noel Lehane (Cork),
Denis O'Sullivan (Cork), Ar-
thur Plerse (Tipperary); Hugh
Smyth (City of Derry). Non-
playing captain, Larry McCar-
thy (Muskerry). Non-travelling
reserve; Denis White (Tulla-

N.C.A.
Notes

Last Sunday marked the 10th
year of the Johnny Drumm
miemorial race in Castleisland.
Limerick Road Club were among
the many eclubs who attended
and together they provided an
exciting days racing. Liam
Hynes took second place in the
u/14 while Edward Xeehan
took first-in the u/16 race.

The Junior race was won by
Denis Sweeney.

The beginners leagiue is now
in full gear at Raheen Indlust-
rinl Estate, boys and girls are
still invited to attend as the
league is only at its half way
stage,

Jackie Harrington, who first
played for Ireland im 1958, is

in the Irish team for the wins his first Irish ecap.
Muirfield internationals.
e Lt G

RUGBY: All local clubs back in training

Munster selectors
face busy
start to season

BY CHARLIE MULQUEEN

§ WILL have been noted from our advertising
columns over the past week
rughy clubs have commenced training for the mew
season, which commences in the North Munster are
on the very first day of September when Old Crescent
play Galwegians at Rathbane and the under 20
League gets off to a quick start with four ties listed.

Even before all that, the
coaching fraternity will have
been at Rockwell College on
August 28th and 20th and

here the emphasis will be on
the provincial under 23 sguad,
announced at the end of last
season, and which Is prepar-
ing to take on a Young Mun-
ste selection at Thomond
Pa on September 25th.

This game is being played

as part of Young Munster's
Tath anniversary celebrations.
During the Rockwell coaching
course, the selectors intend
to name a senior panel aswell
and the Young Munster selec-
tion will come from this
group, excluding, of course,
the under 23s, who will have
first choice.
Dolphin alsoe have jubilee
celebrations this season, and
as part of these a full Muns-
ter XV will take on a Dolphin
selection on October 10th,
it promises to be a busy time
for the selectors. However,
they are more than pleased at
this development, for all too
often they have gone into the
Interprovincial Champion
without a game of any (ype
under their belts.

The teams for the I
trial on October 16th w
chosen the same W i,
and by the time the first In
terpro — against Leinster in
Dublin on Oect. 30th com
around—they should be well
prepared.

ADVENT OF WATERPARR

The season 1976/'77 in Mun-
ster will be a significant o
inasmuch as it sees the
rival on the scene as a fully-
fledged senior club of Water-
park, thus bringing top-grade
footbsll to the south-east for
the first time. Their advent
to the Munster Senior Cup
has made for a change in the
usual method of making the
draw, for this time therc will
be three first round matches
and not two as heretofore.

And what a confrentation
the draw has provided on
February 26th next., Out of
the hat together came two of
our strongest clubs, Garry-

Arthur Pierse from Tipperary

or so, all our local

nstitutio

should leave cight st
for second round aeti

The second round is
13th, 26th
i finals for
and. the fnal {°7

he se
i 3rd
1dth.
all seems so far o

r, and while
hat this is a
i, one wi
an imp
would

ras

o con ance OveT
the ps few yvears
SOCCER:

Ladies final
on Sunday

The Ladies’" League of
land soccer titla for the

and Dublin Castle, meet =2
Janesboro, kick-oft 3 o'clock
Limerick won the first mee
ting of the sides by i
Dublin. but have since
ped two points to Avengers
whereas “Castle” have won sl
their matches since. Thers is
every promise of s thrilling
battle between the sides.

31

THOMOND RF.C

The annual 7-A-8ide for the
above club will be held on t
day, August 15 in Shelbourne
Park af 800 pm. Wil al
junlor players please noté
that training for the coming
season hes mow commenced.
—AlL Hartery, hon
(mwll-f1s 3

o
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- Going Golfing?

£
=
£
§ Johnny Miller, Peter Thompson, Reberto Vicenze,
2
<
s
2
s
S

]

Jean Donald — we have them all |
Putt Sets (excellent value), Bags, Weatherwear
and Trolleys. Try us — you won't be-disappointed !

NESTORS, O'Connell Street

Limerick >
TV T AT MMM M AN
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Plus Pitch &




