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FAl CUP: £466 "GATE" AT MARKETS FIELD

Leavy strikes and Limerick

make sh

BY JOHN O’SHAUGHNESSY

LIMERICR, 0;

TRANSPORT, 1

AT A BAD, sad day for local soccer. On the

other hand this defeat
for Limerick must realise by now that a

disguise,

might be a blessing in

complete overhaul is needed both on and off the field,

Kevin Fitzpatrick made his quickest ever
Field—he left three minutes after

from the Markets

getaway

the final whistle—and while he'might stand accused

of evading his

responsibilities, one could understand

his feelings after having watched his so-called semi-
professionals humbled by non-Leaguers Transport in
the second round of the ¥.A.L Cup.

Even allowing for the locals’
inconsistent form this season,
only the odd housewife fore-
casting with a pin .could have
given any chance to a strugg-

ling, immature, Leinster
League side like Transport,
tossed into the Markets Field
cauldron to face a' Limerick XI
hent  on  compersating  their
fans P eight weeks run
which 1a to yield even a
eolitary point.

But these Dublin minnows,
who cost less than Limerick

ormally collect at the gate for
league game. astonished the
8 crowd by grabbing the
only goal after 80 minutes . .

a goal wh was sufficient to
wive: them a place in the quar.

will go down in the
¢ books as one of the
ock results of the decade.
thermoie. it will take Lime-
a4 longr time to live do
one. The club’s image
ered a lot over the L
months, but this latest
k must be looked upon
death hlow.
BORE
all
2hout ill-a-minut
a new one

here’s

soccer is all
was laughable
wo teams — Li
— making the
* of mistakes
an ocecasion
pects the finer 3

to be as pler

tti at a wedding.

There’s some excuse for
Transport since they play in a
lower grade, but ecven the
Blues most loyal followers

must agree that this was the
biggest let-down of all time.
Hven in the bad old days—and
they couldn't have been worse
than now—Limerick were, al-
ways capable of beating non-
league outfits,
ambitious, but unfashjon-
Transport go marching on.
1 though they took the
ours yesterday, I am sure
Dookmaker, Malachy
:lly. could inerease his odds
on them to win the trophy from
10,000/1 i ir
ve many &
: were that bad
s looked no more
a useful junior combinat-
They had little to r

one commeodity which the
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FITZPATRICK
BOMBSHELL

Fitzpatrick announ-
ced at mid-day that he is
quitting his. post as player
manager of Limerick Football
Club and added that he would
never again play in the League
of Ireland. Xevin, annoyed
with yesterday’s result con-
tinued that this was net =z
hasty decision and that he
had given careful considerat-
ion to the matter. He has
written to the board of Dir-
ectors informing them of his
decision.

—John O’'Shaughnessy.

Hevin

LT A T AT

homesters didn't possess.
Fitzpatrick, who was a mere
observer for most of the 90
minutes, must have been the
most disappointed man at the
venue when referee, Mr. Dug-
gan, sounded the final whistle.

He had built his hopes on a
good Cup run, but saw them
dashed simply because his
T /ers didn't want to know
what it was all about,

CHEER

¢ supporters also gave vent
v feelings, and the big-
gest cheer of an otherwise drab
Encounter  was reserved .- for
Transport's all Important goal,
this despite the fact that the
itors had hardly a dozen fol-
lowers with them. Blue and
white eolours were discarded as

disgruntled home fans lent
vocal support to the\ plucky
Harold's Cross side, who re-

sponded by almost grabbing s
second goal in the 82nd minute.
After this dismal perform-
ance, the time must surely
come for a showdown, Many
heads are bound to roll, and
the sooner a statement is
issued on future policy the
better for all concerned. I
shudder to think of what the
“gate” returns will be like for
the remainder of the season,
The spinning soccer roulette
wheel has dealt local football a
cruel blow. Many a dream has
been shattered, and while defeat
at the hands of ‘another League
of Ireland club might have been
acceptable, to be mastered at
home by a non-league side is ‘ex-
tremely difficult to stomach,

UPSET
The man responsible for this
upset was Transpert's crafty
half back, Tony Leavy. He has

been around guite a bit, but sel-
dom will he have made such a
crucial econtribution as he did
yvesterday. With the game des-
tined to go to a replay, little
Sherwood prompted an attack
for the visitors.
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Denis Lymer (Limerick) and Sherwood ( ’I‘ransﬁortj

in a race for possession during yesterday’s Cup game
at the Markets Field.

The ball was played in and out
of the Limerick penalty area,
and eventually found its way to
Leavy, who left Fitzpatrick help-
less with .a powerful shot from
all of 30 yards.

The "Port were ap inspired lot
afterwards, and two minutes
later, - Fitzpatrick must have
stretched every bone in his body
a8 he dealt with a scorcher from
Conroy.

Up to then, this was a miser-
able affair. Indeed, the incid-
ents were so few and far be-
tween that they could have

. been written op the back of a
cigarette packet.

As for the quality of play, I
have seen better football played
in the streets out Clareview way.
Limerick cannot offer any ex.
cuses, They had the edge most
of the way, but didn't seem cap-
able of compensating their foll-
owers for what has been a dread-
ful season. Transport were de-
lighted with themselves, but even
they must be honest enough to
admit that further progress is
beyond them,

Allowing for the poor guality
of the opposition this was a
cup tie in name only, Limerick
weré very much off thé boil and
there wasn't even one player
who emerged with his reputation
untarnished.

The defence, even though they
were asked to cope with only
two Transport front runners for
most of the time, suffered from
the jitters.and none more so
than Lymer, Core and Hall, a
trio on whom so much depended.

Willie O'Mahony was no more
than average at full-back, and
if Joe O'Mahony can be credited
with trying hard, this was one
occasion when he failed to fulfil
his duties as captain, Shay Dayle
gave a wholehearted perform-
ance, and_I wouldn't blame him
if he rushed in this week with &
transfer request.

INABILITY

Tony Meaney, Des Kennedy
and Nick Hogan never really
troubled a winners defence that
was anything but sclid and Ken-
nedy's inability to master the
ageing and cumbersome Conroy
allowed ’keeper Delahunt the
the freedom of his own penalty
area. Waters managed to get in
a couple of worthwhile shots and
was unlucky with one effort
which shaved a post with Dela-

hunt out of position.
Which brings us back to
Kevin Fitzpaptrick. He didn't

have a shot of note to deal with
in the first period; took the ball
off Myers’ head in the 60th min-
ute, and next saw the ball when
it flashed past him in the 80th
minute. And yet Limerick were
beaten. Such are the uncertain-
ties of cup football.

One detected an air of frus-
tration in the losers play after
they had failed to open their
account in a first half that is
best forgotten. Kennedy gave
promise pf better things to come
when he brought Delahunt to
his kne¢s in the 2nd minute,
but from| then on the home strik-
ers were ‘way off target in their
shooting.” The nearest Limeérick
came to opening their account
was when Kennedy fired in "a
powerful shot which struck the
'keeper on his chest. Then in
the 32nd minute, Doyle headed
narrowly wide. During all that
time Transport failed to.launch
an attack of note.

The second half took on much
the same pattern and even the
substitution of Martin for Hogan
failed to inspire the locals.
Transgport's tactics of playing it
deep in defence seemed to be
paying dividends and with

v and Leavy hold-

O’Brien, Finl
ing their own in the middle iof
the park it was obvious that
Limeri would have to eqgme fip
with ing new iff thpy
were to mainfain their status.
ADVENTUROUS |
The Dubliners became

little more adveutupous| an
scenting that the losers imo:
ile was Jow they went in for

the Kkill. Their. moment o
glory arrived when |botl
Lymer and Mick O'Mahony

allowed Sherwood to set u

an attack and with the hnm‘

their avallable energy. y
'was givernn a great opportunity
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defence at sixes and sevens,
Leavy ayailed of the oppor-
tunity to|have his name efched
into the history books.
Limerick had used up all
Doyle

of levelling matters in the very
last minute but his weak shot
round for a corner

| not detract from
s win. They came with
one purpuge . .. to get a replay
at home, |but as things trans

pired they got over this hurdle
at the first attempt. Tony Leavy
might haye emerged as their
match winner but when the ex-
citement dies down I am sure
they will | pay equal tribute to
their young ’keeper Tony Dela-
hunt, who gave them the con-
fidence t}aey needed with a
couple of outstanding saves
early on. The courageous Dela-
hunt never shirked his duties
and is a |keeper with a bright
future,

The
average.

Limerick: Fitzpatrick; O'Mah-
ony (M), Lymner, O’'Mahony (J),
Core, Hall{ Waters, Doyle, Ken-
nedy, Hogan, Meaney, 12th man:
Martin fo; Hogan.

Transport: Delahunt; Doyle,
Finjay, Lepvy, Conroy, O'Brien,
Byrne, Myers, Byrne, Sherwood,
Stewart.

Referee: Mr. R. Duggan, Cork.

Transport

remainder were only

Limerick Players Did Well

Munster muchtpo good

for Uni

versi

By CORMAC LIDDY

les

MUNSTER, 5-11; COMBINED UNIVERSHTIES, 2-7

IMERICK players contributed han

dsomely to this

big win by Munster inl the Railway Cup semi-final
at the Ennis Road Grpunﬁs on Sunday. To make local

supporters even mor

who, generally, were outelassed,

| 3

Within thirty seconds | Neq
Rea cracked in a great | goal
and this set the pattqrn fof th
rest of the game. BY thel end
of the first gquarter, Muhster
ied by 3-2 to a sole Univergitied
point from a free by Paud |Fitzyp

maurice. 1
With thirty seconds remaint
ing to the interval Muhster
were in front by 2-3 to| thg

single point but just before the
break Fitzmaurice had the [Uni{
versities second point. : ':
Again after the restart Mund
ster took up the attack |apd
after three minutes Rea nipped
in to whip in another goal aften
the goalie had made a fine $ave,
Rea followed up with a point]
and then Charlie MecCarthy
tacked on three points in ag
many minutes. 1

MecCarthy -
Munster side in place of Ray|
Cummins and Eamonn Cregan
withdrew because of a family
hereavement and Waterford's
Pat McGrath was brought in.

Just at the end of the three-
quarter stage, Frankie Nbolan
had a fine point—he kicked in
a goal later on—and Sean Fpley
slammed over a great noint
from about 72 yvards. |

That helped Munster into a
lead’ of 4-10 to 0-2 and it seemed
as if they would have a Huge
win. Suddenly, however, |the
Universities hit back and Fitz-
maurice had their third ppint
12 minutes from the end. |

Hugh Dolan had another
point for the Universities and
this was followed by a goal by
Seamus Ryan and a_point| by
Dolan to make it 410 to (1-5.

‘Then came Nolan's goal,
although many thought that
Ned Rea's effort had crossed
the line before Nolan kicked it
i

went in

Thus, Munster are throtigh
once again to meet Leinster in
the final on St. Patrick’s Day.

All the Limerick players did
particularly well for Munster,

|
to | the|

h#ppy, Paul
Killeedy was the star| petformer for

t (Maynooth), |S. Ryan

i (U.CD.);
F L.

Fitzmaurice of
the Universities

although Pat Hartigan
Hugh Dolan a big task. Jim
O'Brien did splendidly emrly on
Wwhen the Universities were full
of enthusiasm, and Sean Toley
did well 4t [midfield.

found

Up front, Grimes shone in
patches and Rea had an excel-
lent game,| while Nolan also

played his part in the big win.
Munster goalie, Seamus Dur-
ack, made| some good saves
early on for] Munster, and Brian
Murphy, Francis Loughnane and
Charlie McCarthy in particular
did well, x
The Universities lacked team-
work and jvere outclassed tor

long stages, Fitzmaurice was
their star pnd John Buckley,
Hugh Doldn and Denis Byrnes
gave limited ibest support.
Scorers: |Munster — E. Sea
(2-1), C. MecCarthy (1-3), F.
Nolan (1-1),| E. Grimes (1-1), F.
Loughnane (0-2), A. Heffernan,

S. Foley apd S. Hogan (0-1
each). Combined Universities—
P. Fitzmaurice (1-3), H. Dolan
Egil;. S. Ryan (1-0), J. Callinan

EAMS

S. Durack (Clare);
Cork), P. Hartigan
J. O'Brien (Lime-
srath (Waterferd),
(Tipperary), C.
S. Foley i

Munster —|
B. Murphy
(Limerick),
rick); P. M
T. O'Conno
Roche (Cork); me
rick), 8, Hogan (Tipperary); K.
Loughnane (Tipperary, A. Hef-
fernan (Waterford), B. Grimes
(Limerick); | F. Nolan {Lime-
rick), N. ea  (Limerick), C.
McCarthy (Cork). Sub—M, Me-
Keogh (for (. Roche),

Combined iUniversities
(UC.D.); Burns

Beehan g D

igley (U.C.C.), M.
)i N. MeInerney
, J. Buckley (U.C.C.), P.
(Maynooth);: S. Stack
(UC.D.),
M, Troy (U.CD., P. Fitz
maurice (Maynooth), J. Callinan
J. | O'Leary (UC.D.),
Dolan (U.C.D.), M. Barrett
(U.C.G.).
Referee—A | Higgins (Jalway).

— D.

Steve Comroy gets the better of Des Kenmedy in this duel af

vesterday.

For many men, it was a day
they will never forget. Skipper
Willie John McBride, setting a
world record of 57 “eaps, will
have had few happier occasions
in his long and honourable
career in the green jersey. Mike
Gibson, too, gave the answer to
those who felt he was wvor the
tap. and his superb overall per-
formance marked him out as
possibly Ireland's man of
mateh.

Still, Ray McLoughlin's solid-
ity at loose head prop (thought
by many to be the most difficult
position in which to play) will
be ap abiding memeory for me.
Frstly, it should be noted that
McLoughling was propping
against one of the world's great
forwards, I'ran Cotten, who is
over eight years his junivr; a:
16 st. 7 lbs. to 15 st. 8 Ibs he
held a considerable weight ad-
vantage and at 8 ft. 2
against 5 tt. 10 ins. was »n "oy
than four inches taller. But ‘not
once did McLoughlin i0u. i

the

odds, always gave his hooker
maximum support and as I have
said late in the game found time
to make a powerful burst under
the West stand.

SPIRIT
It was a tour de force by AMe-
Loughlin, ang the spirit dis-
played by him permeated

throuh the entire side. The pack
were absolutely superb, especi-
ally in the opening twenty min-
utes of the second half, when
playing against the wing and
helding a precarious half time
lead of 10-6, they drove the
Englishmen back at will and
from the 4th to 18th minutes ran
in an incredible three tries, con-
verted two of them, and go into
an apparently untouchable 2§-9
lead. J

However, England steadied
with a fourth penalty goal by
Alan Qld, and then came a
magnificent try by Peter
Squires after a superlative burst
by .the brilliant No. 8, Andy
Ripley. Olg converted, and then
with six minutes remaining
kicked a fifth penalty to reduce
the arrears to just five points,
Old's_pinpoint kicking brought
him 17 points and exposeq the
frailty of Ireland's work in this
sphere; had we kicked our goals,
there would have been no need
for the futtering heartbeats
that had us all in torment
through 'the remainder of the
time before Welsh referee Mer-
ion- Joseph took us out of ouf
agony with the last blast of the
whistle,

Obviously Ireland had their
stars, with Gibson, Mc¢Loughliin,
Tom Grace, Johnny Moloney
ang Fergus Slattery high on the
list. But it was as a team they
shone, drawing on the vast re-

serves of experience at their
disposa]l to crush the English
early in the second half and
then be talm enough to hold
the inevitable English counter-
assault.

While the line-out work was
poor, Ireland for the most part
negatived this deficiency by
gquickly {ackling and covering
and their scrummaging was
such that each heel was cleanly
chann€led and:sent back smartly
While John Moloney lacked the
spin pass of Steve Smith, the
highly rated Englishman failed
to vary his play and Alan 0Old
at out-half was much too steroe-
typed, which may have been a
pity for England looked to have
a few very dangerous three-
quarters,

In the pack, No. 8 Andy Rip-
ley stood out head and should-
ers above the rest and his

charging runs. one of which led

ENGLAND, 21 PTS.;

HE SPIRIT OF this great Irish team performance was best
by the manner in which 33 yeariold loose head prop forw:
lin, was able to make a twenty yard burst down the right-har
41st minute of the second half. It was this dynamic, never-sa;
made all the difference, between the sides at Twickenham on
land won 26-21 to complete a hat-trick of victories over the “o

buckling in the face of all the

A memzorzal’s
at Twickenh

A SUPERB TEAM DISPLAY
BY CHARLIE MULQUEEN
IRELAND, 26 PTs

ment withithe whistle well gone
Ensor levélled with a fine kick
affer sixteen minutes only foy
Moore to -infringe the laws in
the 26th minute and give Old
his second penalty. In the 33th
minute, David Duckham threw
in at a line-out at the English
line straight to Terry Moore who
had only to fall over the linec.
Ensor made a hash of the con-
version but right on the interval,
Mick Quinn dropped a goal via

en upright!
Irelang started the second
ihalf with a bang ... Old failed

to hold a lhigh MeMaster kick
and the hall bounced straight
into Moloney's hands who sho-
wed speed and determination in
covering the 30 yards to the try
line successfully.

Old revived England tempor.

| arily with a penalty goal from

the halfway line, but almost im-
mediately Gibson finished off a
lovely move involving Moloney,
Quinn and Milliken by stepping
inside a tackle for a try which
he badly failed to convert,

In the 18th minute Dick Milli-
ken, luckily, failed to contiol a
rolling ball which instead went
to Ensor who took it on fhe
burst and raced forty yards be.
fore transferring the scoring
pass to the, superbly supporting
Gibson. Gibson converted,

England's try came as the re-
sult of 2 thundering 1run by Rip-
ley and was finished off by
Squires, the man who also star.
ted it well in his ewn half, Old
converted, and then kicked a
penalty but Ireland held 'on for
a victory that all of us present
will remember for a long time.

TEAMS

England —- P. A, Rosshorough
(Coventry); :D, J. Duckham
(Coventry), G, W. Evans (Cov-
entry), D), Roughley (Liverpool),
P. Squires (Harrogate): A. G,
B. 0Old (Leicester), Smith
(Sale);
zance and Newlyn), J,
(Bristol), F. E. Cotton (Coven.
try), R. M. Uttley (Gosforth),
C. W. Ralston (Richmend), P.
J. Dixon (Gosforth), A. G. Rip-
ley (Rosslyn Park), A, Neary
(Broughton Park).

Ireland — A. H. Ensor (Wan-
derers); T, O. Grace (St. Mary's
College), R. A. Milliken (Ban.
gor), C. M, H. Gibson (N.I.E.C.),
W. W. McMaster (Ballymena):
M. A. Quinn (Lansdowne), J. J.
Mploney (St. Mary's College);
F J. McLoughlin (Blackrock
College), K. W. Kennedy (Lon-
fan Irish), 8. F. Lyneh (8t
Mary's College), W. J. McBride

(Ballymena), eapt.; M. I. Keane
(Lansdowne), J, F. Slattery
(Blackrock College), T. A.
Moore (Highfleld), S. A.” Mc-

Hinney (Dunganhon),
SAME TEAM

The Irish team to play Scot- |

land at Lansdowne Road on Sut-
urday week s unchanged, and
this is hardly surprising, The re-
serves panel also remains unal-
tered, which means that Pat
Whelan will be sitting out his
ninth successive international in
this capacity, Whelan's Garry-
owen clubmates, Seamus Deering
and Seamus Dennison, will co

tinue as reserves but at [east, |
they each got a cap; Dennison

against Frande last year anc
Deering againsty Wales a fort
night ago.

CLUB GAMES

Young Munster brought a big |

ul tour

party on a highly succcs

evening.
game ¢

€.RL.
Mungre
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three ye
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had to ta
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men. It 3
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Mungret's
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IN MEMORIAM



