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t months 1 have been
5“";“ several occasions fo
Lhilb origina _of Limerick
Now, thanks ta 2 well-
Jocal soceer enthusiast,

et

Bt it was on Sunday, March
"4, in the same year, that the
fnf profedsional side. played be-
{ors & Limerick assembly, It
fell; to the .lot of Bray Un-
knowns te create an epoch in
history. The weather clerk
fiopnéd on the Markets Field
dey, but -it did not-.deter
ardy. annuals. from brav-
isg' the. elements, and so there
wig ' fair sizeq crowd present
to see the seasiders take on
Leinster Sel., which was looked
upen a5 the Limerick represen-
tative eleven,

Promoting the game
The match was arranged by
ke ‘Limerick District. Manage-
ment Committee, with the ob-
ject of promoting the ‘game.
%‘aur locals appeared on the
Léinster side, namely C. Shee-
7an (Trojans), now deceased;
Willie Keane (Trojans), Brian
MeSweeney (Crusaders) and
Ssm Gresnwood (Dalcassians),
Tae.teams, with the exception
of “the ci!? quartette, travelled
from Dublin by bus ‘and were
received - on arrival -at the
Gleritwortk Hotel, -their head-
quarters, byoMr. A W,

monds, -éhmirmam “-of ™"
LDXMC, ang Algerman’ M. J.
Brouder.

*Waen-the teams took the field
st 330 they were accorded a
very. hearty ‘reception. The
members were introduced to the
then Mayor, Clr. P._ F. Quinlan,
who attended by speclal invi-
tatlon. “Prigqr to’ the kick-off,

Bund played the National An-
thém, and the result of the
nmy, which was more of an
ezhibition than a competitive
character, was 2 3-3 draw. The
sdrers were: Bray (Jordom 2
}; Leinster Sel. (Morris,
ang’ Menton, do., 1).
the

Bohs. 2,
The Leinster side sported
colours of the .Edward Street
team, Corinthians, and the line-
out was: :

Lainster—Power, Dolphin; G.

Lennox, do.; C. Bheehan, Tro-
jins; W. Keane, do.; B. Mc-
Sweeney, Crusaders; Sam Green-
wood, Dalcassians; T. Morris,
Bohs.; ‘Menton, do.; Ledwidge,
E:lphm; Tucker, do.; Rogers,

Bray Unknowns—Diffen, Hy-
hod, Rigby, Byrne, Neary Pet-
ligrew, Bellew, Hunt, Jordon,
Buchanan and Rudd.
,L'tiar in the year, the momth
of May, to be ‘exact, the local
tiub. Trojans; now defunct,
Pisyed like "trojans” to. draw
(M) with Bray at the Cres-
cent Grounds

tae Boherbuoy Brass and Reed)

“history of Limerick

lined. thefpbits for ine start =T # 1944 P Motk Somas leaGana and, Car

gL ash; Jones, McCann and Cum-
et OB Lo e = Taken from rogramme - iems
o nds (Limericlk), R. Noonan and Kelly.

teal’ financial stab- In their first season, the team

o (len saved'a most de- fithe netess factor i w ithout
!h".°g' task. e ome the p":-?ﬂminary ggni::;m&;]:imymufel%s. k) They
Bif e peen presented with 8, and naturally, he showed Bohemians the exit in
oy of Limerick's first Souv ey should be’ well pre- the F.A.L Cup by the odd goal
:;_“l'}-mgrmme‘ published  om i for the venture. of three. Davis ano Smith got
ol Plon of Shamrock Rvs. s, with the Lirherick offi- the goals. In the second round,
e Markets Field fatg#lels applying the ola adage it took St. James Gate a sec-
Viist round FAL ‘leck before you leap,” the pos- ond .time to dispose of the
L Jisu ;, 1944 and in gibility of senior football was Shannonsiders challenge, and
a8 #till “shelved until April 11, the "Gate” went on.to lift the
an #11937, when a really big push trophy. .
was put into operation on the ‘Since Limerick’s inception to
local soccer fropt. senior ranks, they have only
It was on the occasion of the once got their mame inscribed
meeting between the two gldest amongst prizewinners. They
¢lubs in the country—Bohe- won ,the Munster Semnior Cups
mians and Shelbourne—which But now the years left bebind
ggmd each other - at the have been intermixed /Awith
“the path which the kets Field for. the mewly in- mirth and distress, Disp¥ess in
or ball has travelled sugurated ' Limeriek City Chal- as much that often the.life of
ntroduction to the |lenge Cup. the team was _epfdangered
avenz of sport. would Ald, Dan Bourke, T.D., in his through empty coflgfs. .
involve probing capacity of Mayor, greeted the
upquestion 3 the junsor |elevens. The match ended in a =
i the SERIEE OF N08 Fouby | division of four goals, but the Captains
wdodn: the O administration | trophy went to_ =Shelbourne on
svan thp JuRlOr A0 Ced which | ‘corners,” and by the way, it _ Over and 'over- sgaln  they
tEIm“h thie rTogt whence still adorns the Ringsend club- have been 1eplamsh_ed.‘ Pr?ih:;_-
i nhot e professions) room, where it rests in peace. sional teams have disbanded;
e Bkl The ‘scorers were Doyle and B ety Clty since. thie
ant A r for s"”; ¥. Fullen an 3 4
'K@'::&dﬁetg}::dmonenspthcg Willie Magule for the lma!.uuzg. club was rocked in the cradle.
l“"‘ the ' Limerick. s):murs 1 gﬁ?“'ﬁ’ ﬂl‘lkeMJm:l-my CMcCa[m;.
1 S . 1 ash, aurice ummins,
:’:ﬂmmmy-preumw com- | The aftermath Billy Powell, Billy: Harrington,
sormueh of the elemen- Jimmy O'Mahony and Joe Me-
ary, POk undertaken by the | After the geme there was a Aleer have led the 'respective
iithes 01 ularising the game “round table eqnference” at = g - iMen
soiprs in hoo 3 Limerick teams in  difficult
{s nioetantly placed in obsour- g:ﬁfs w!i:teiigat;z; %)urp;::] of times,
2 o yse i L vi of
ol Limerick's prospects with a view wﬁesﬁt&% %%aﬁﬁé} i;s;i'ﬁg.esme
s isik Df to initiating & premiér side. Mr. i RS S 555 “babes” of the League have
Fiest viS i Tl-nij“i.edBmzﬂ:Bn(Diz cc;‘ndra_)‘ i : : "~ - grown up. They are stronger
meessmnql dedm | Mesrs ' T dL. o presmt Mo - Lhe Firat Line-ouf, 1937—This photograph is historic in that it was the first now :ndtmsms:gs{mdorsﬁ?ﬁ-'ﬁ
{owas o the eatly days of[Sec). . J. &y (Hon. Treasy, Limerick team. Back row: Barr, Jomes, O'Brien, Gormley, Noonan and Nash fof nhdeq, of MR ey
1, at Rozboro' Foad, that D. Guiltoyle (Shelbourne), snd Front row: O'Neill, Douglas, McCann, Smith and Curran. Mascot: Billy Turner. are capable of holding. an hon
o adherents of the code E. J. Dowling (Dolehin), offi- iy L . : ourable place in the lnpefronl
the mnext best thing cials of the Eree State League, of Eire football e
mtntl!eidm_ football. The reign- and Messrs. H. Mitohell (Bohe- “Hotspur.” Twenty-seven sea:
togrt ter Senior League | THAES), T.-Hutchinson (do.), T. i s assed” sinis the
ol ens, Waterford, donfied Litton (Shelbourne), B. Healy abov art{c!ep\\-éq enned. TC
da&p' " jamed blue  jersey, (do.), T. Cullen (do.), Mr. Car- bring the record Faoks up
i:m.a;l{;mg to begt_ & Limerick Ei.';‘é‘ (%?;;'eggg Jiegz?;:;u(gﬂﬁé datcg Limerick have on, th
junlor, selection 4-0. following major. trophies:
Yy were Messrs. A. Simmonds, W. 1953-'54—Shield,

Shute, P. -McCarthy (R.LP.), P.
O'Neill, J& Jones, G. Ryan, D.
Shields, and Mr. M. J. Brouder.
Messrs. M. Roche-and J. Clancy
were present- on Jbehalf of the
Markets Field syndicate.

Laying the "~
foundation stone

This was really the vital meet-
ing which swayed .the Limerick
officials to give the possibility
of a team serious consideration.
Ways and means of taking the
initiative were expressed, but
wiser councils prevailed and it
was agreed to defer the final
decision until & meeting of the
local committee was held.

In the interim, a Dublin City
Cup game Was listed for the
Markets Field, the contestants
being Drumcondra and Cork,
which the former won on cor-
ner kicks, It is interesting to
recall that Paddy Cronin, now
of Limerick fame, and Tom
Byrne (cf.), now with Belfast
Celtie, figured on the Cork side.
The match was stagéd with the
‘purpose of keeping interest in
the ascendancy.

Then :on the 10th May, 1987,
thre Epiferdek. Committee met at=
the Mechanics’ Institute and
the outcome was that Limerick
woulg take the plunge into pro-
{essiondl ranks. On Friday, the
11th June of the same year,
they were elected to member-
#hip of the League of Ireland
on retirement of Dolphin.

‘Messrs. Paddy McCarthy
(RIP.) and M. Dolan repre-
sented Limerick. Then followed
in subsequent weeks the float-
ing of a Limited Liability Com-
pany, styled the Limerick As-
sociation Football and Sports
Company Limited, which con-
irolled the upkeep of the team.
Subsequent meetings were held
at 92 O'Connell St. and 17 Upr.
Ceeil St. regarding putting the
“house” in order and team
building. It was at the latter
that the cardinal red and white
colours were decided on-for the
team's rig and at the same
meeting a proposition’ that the
jersey would be black and am-
ber was defeated. 3

° . _sas |
Playing activities -

With the spadework now com-
pleteq and the Limerick team
in training from Tuesday, -10th
August, 1937, the scene was set
for the roll of the ball. Donned
in their stripes, the first Lime-
rick professional eleven ever
trooped on _to the Crescent
Grounds on Tuesday, August 17,
led by Jim McCann.

They engaged Trojans, an

1958-'58—Dublin City Cup.

1959-'60—League C'ship. -

1969-'70—Dublin City Cup.
1970-'71—F.AJL. Cup.

They were runners-up in th
League in seasons 1953-'44, 1944
'45, and were placed second I
the Shield in 1945-'46 and agal
in_1959-'60. =
- Limerick were bhealen
finalists in 19685 and 1966,

Cu

Daleassians A.F.C. (1935)—There were few teams in the province to compare with

Dalcassians in the ’thirties and 'forties: They gave the game a brand -new image

and ‘produced outstanding playesg. The late Sammy Greenwood assisted Lime-

rick in their early years. Back row. Jim McMahon, Tommy O'Rourke, Dahny

Psrrell, Paddy Ryan (R.LP.), Paddy Honan, Pat O'Shea. Front row:.Tom Crea-

mer (R.IP.), “Saddlers” Carroll, Sammy Greenwood (R.IP.), Ger Ryan, Pat
i MelInerney. Sitting: Dan O’'Shea and Mick Clancy (R.LP.).

Prospect A.F-C., 1944—
the distinetion of winni
moting football in Limé
Gerry Mason, Tom Wil
Casey and Con Ward.
Stubbins, Mick McMah

Johns

Keen interest

outstanding junior combination,
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