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Senior Soccer: Financial Situation m-proves i

. And

Limérick’s financial troub-
les, while still extremely
serions, may be solved as a
result of the present success-
ful run In the League,

Agalnst St, Patdick’s Ath-
letle last week, they took over
£600 at the gate, the first time
they “cleared” their commit-
ments at the Markets Fleld

this season. These commit-
ments, according to Club
Becretary, Jack Touhy,
amount to £380 for a home
game.

There was a tldy profit on
that game, and on Sunday,

another £300 was handed over
to the Limerickmen. This,

as wages and expenses had

naturally, was not a net profit,

1,000 GATE LIKELY AT

MARKETS FIELD ON SUNDAY

then for Shamrock Rovers!

to be paid eut of it.

£1,000 GATE

But next Sunday at the
Markets Field, the club should
at last find themselves turn-
ing the corner. Jack Touhy
is confident of a £1,000 gate
for thizs all-ticket game. The
record gate proceeds for a
Markets Field match was
£1,000 for a Cup tie against

Waterford In 1868 but an
Increased (1/-) price was
charged on that occasion.

There I8 "no Intention of
making such an Increase for
Sunday’s game against Dun-
dalk, but Mr. Touhy is confi-
dent that about 6,000 people
will pay a sum of four figures

to gee the game, and this will
keep the club happy.

MILLTOWN

Win, lose or draw, Limerick
will gtill head affalts when
they travel to Milltown the
following Sunday to meet
Shamrock Rovers. “Waterford
and Shamrock Rovers played
to a £2,300 gate at Milltown
recently and we are confident
that we can to;p the £2,000
figure 2ag well,” sald’ Mr.
Touhy, “But we neéed the
money badly. The Waterford
game the following week
should also bring In a sizeable
profit, especially If we keep
up our results of recent
weeks.” :

IMPROVEMENT
. Despite the improvemen
in the financial situation
there is no guestion of dvl’
ing Into the transfer marl
The Club just canmol ffu.
it, and’ anyway. they e
pleased with the side at pres.
ent. ‘“Eleven of the 1wel
players used on Sunday v
regldent In Limerick, Al
this s a very happy state of
affalrs,” sayg Mr. Touly,

Limerick have now pganp
elght matches without defou
and this success munns

great deal to the Cluh, why
at present cannot pay ()i
staff by cheque. Things
ithat bad . . .

—C. N. MULQUEkAN

Limerick ' line out
Dundalk.
Shannonside supporters are
urged to get their tickets imme-
diately as the game will besa
sell-out, Tickets are on sale at
the Savoy Cinema, Bedford
Row, from 11 am. to 9 p.m.
Soccer fever is really sweep-

the players of Limerick AF.C.
deserve the greatest credit for
recent - successes. And present
indications are that the Shan-
nonsiders will be able to im-
prové their' poor financial posi-
tion r‘congiderably if they can
overcome such clubs as Dun-
dalk, Shamrock Rovers and
Waterford. They are guaranteed
of £1,000 “gates” in theil' next
three games.

With Shamrock Rovers drop-
ping  a vasluable point to
Drogheda, Limerick have
strengthened their position at
the top of the table. They are
three points ahead. of St. Pat-
rick's Athletic and Shamrock
Rovers.

BEST. DISPLAY

Sunday’s vietory over Cork
Hibernians before a £997. “gate”
was unquestionably Limerick’s
best performance of the season,
and if the compact defence can
maintain the magnificent form
in the vitdl -games ahead of
them , then they will concede
very few goals- indeed. Goal-
keeper, [Kevin Fitzpatrick,
proved against Hibernians that
he ia the best in the League of
Ireland: at the momeént, and
theré can hardly be two better

wing-halves than 'the brifliant

ing the city -at the moment and’

SOCCER FEVER SWEEPS THE

LIMERICK SHOW THE WAY WITHOUT A
PLAYER-MANAGER *

By TONY PURCELL

FTER seven series of matches in the League Cham-

pionship Limerick have the unique distinction of
leading the table without a player-manager.
Club’s remarkable run of successes in the past two
months is due to the will-to-win spirit and determina-
tion ‘of all the players. 'A record attendance is expec-
ted to pack the Markets Field next  Sunday when
against formidable opponents,

And the

Al Finucane and Joe O’'Mahoney.

When one realises that the
Limerick defence had a dread-
ful record in the Shield—they
conceded 35 goals in 11 matches
—Al Finucane, in the role of
unofficial player-manager, has
done a splendid job and is ob-
viously getting the full response
from the players. The defence
has a wonderful record in the
League—only five goals con-
ceded in seven matches.

LOCAL PLAYERS

An interesting fact surround-
ing Limerick's winoing run is
that the team is comprised of
all local players, with the ex-
ception of Peter Mitchell, the
Dublin-based centre - forward
Joe Burke, who is only 18 years,
is developing into a fine right-
back, and with more experience
in this higher grade of football
will make his presenceé felt.
Another newcomer to League of
Ireland this seasom, outside-left,
Patsy Doran, has acquitted him-
self very well in hig three

games to date, notably against

Hibernians, when he paved the

‘way for| Limerick’s first goal,

Sean Byrnes, in his new posi-
tion at| eentre-half, has sur-
passed qu expectations. .

Next Sunday’s game with
Dundalk: should be a real
thriller. The Co. Louth club hit
top form against Bohemians by
scoring slx goals. The Markets
Fleld encounter is an occasion
that should not be missed by
all "sports enthusiasts.
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