FOR |
FIRST ‘COMMUNION,
' AND '
CONFIRMATION

ATTIRE FOR' BOYS

F.A.L

Re-play honours to losers

SHAMROCK ROVERS

(Fullam)

By DES
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ATTENDANCE, 20,000 !

IVEN the luck of the draw in the European Cup ' Winners' Competition, " |
Limerick will'pack:Dalymount Park. At least that was the impression gained
from the reception given the Shannonsiders at the venue on Wednesday nig| t when
gallant and skilful a showing as one could

they thrilled their huge following with as
‘wish to see—a display that 'should have
the F.A.l. Cup final re-play.

Shamrock Rovers stepped up
cansiderably on the form re-
vealed 1n ‘last Bunday's 11
draw, but Limerick, too, Im-
proved thelr game Immeasur-
ably, an4 the result was one of
thHe greatest finals In the his-
tory of the competition.

Thete can hardly have been
one in:he hlg attendance who
wds fiot sorry for Ewan Fenton
afng his playing colleagues. To
a’ man they rose after the
match® chanting “we want
Hwalt,- we want Ewan", Fen-
ton’p after-the-game speech was
simplé—"“We promised Rovers
a ‘good game, and I think we
gave them just that”

BSeconds earlier .we heard
Royers' captain for the even-
ing** Ronnle Nolan— "Limerick
deserved at least g draw”. And

he meant it.

o P CRUEL LUCK
'“Pyrica in the first half the
winffers goalkeeper, | Mlick

Soyyeh, was seen to hbless him-
sélf "as Al Finucane and Eddie
Mulvey, in turn, had the cruel-
les of luck with gojden chances.
In the second half, Smyth was
ralleved to see & goal disal-
lowed and: again when his
fautly kick-out rebounded off
cenire-half Tom Farrell's back
ané# just wide, Probably his
cloeest call was & border-line
case whether or not he was
over the goal-line when Lime-
7ok ‘were fighting desperately
for an equaliser,

g not run away with the
idea tha tit was all Limerick.
No, indeed, Rovers goal was &
benuty, and unlike Jast Sunday,
Limerlck  goalkeeper, Kevin
Fitzpatrick, was fully occupled.
His was & majestic perform-
ance, &- towering display with
class written all over fL
“WWHat -does the future hold
{91-,\_-Ewan Fenton, Whose con*
i Is due to expire on Aug-
ust 1st? Witness cannot say,
but ,whatever the ultimate de-
ciston, the Limerick player-

manager can look back on
‘Wednesday's performance as
one of the greatest of his
career,

To say he never.put
a foot wrong is putting it
mildly, He was-® jn towering
Form.t

< A GEM
:"While Fenton’s al] round
~display gave full proof of his
- worthiness to possess an Eng-.
+iish’ Qup medal, his indirect
free In the 32nd minutes of
the first half gave us th, *in-
slde” on the magnificent
planning.  that he put into
plloting Limerien’s frst
::ll.zrnnnoa in the FAL Cup

*Rovers had a wall of players
tehyards from the bnl}.“A
Finucang gave the Impression
‘that"he was taking the kick,
‘But Jeft it to Fenton instead.’
The player-manager ran as if
he wag golng to have a bash at
blasting Smyth into the Liffey.
MUnsuspecting Rovers were
caught flat footed when the
bdll was slipped ever sp neatly
‘to Mulvey, who tapped it on
‘beliind Rovers backs. With
~Finucane running on to it, we
:lmd vislona of a wonder goal;
“put he falled to reach the ball
by only inches and it trickled

“oitside.

BFFenton was also in tha lime-
light''20 minutes from the end
when he kad a goal disallowed
for' offside,

“Ginger” O'Rourke, .and
Eddle Mulvey had near: miskes
for Liz:erick. B’

Smyth had to go full length
to save from Denis Linnane,
This further emphasised Lime-
rick’s bad luck.

0'CONNELL BRILLIANT

Compared with the drawn
game in which Limerick aiso
had a goa] disallowed, Rovers
had one change, Tony O'Con-
nell on, the left wing for Liam
Tuchy. O'Connell was on top of
his form,- and with Frank
O'Nelll on thes other side jagain
having an excellent game, ‘the
“Hoops” were strongest on -the
wings,

Limerick played the
who finlshed the drawn game
but there was ‘a positional
change, Dick O'Connor :going
the Jeft wing and Denls Lin-
nane crossing to the right.

O'Connor  maintained last
Sunday's sparkling form and
Linnane showed marked Im-
provement, but the number 7
spot ia not his best position
and one ha dto regret the ab-
sence of Michael Doyle — in
huap?tal with' a fractured leg
sustained «last Sundey. Had
the amateur Jnterational left-
winger been avallable I have
Uttle doubt but'that Limerick
would have won,

The ' half-back line of Al
Finucane, Ewan Fenton and
Des MeNamara made ribbons
of Rovers inside trio. < Finu-
cane, at 22, one of the greatest
prospects in the country, was
again In thundering form;--we
have never seen a better Ewan
Fenton and Des McNamara,
too, was invalauble, blotting
Jackie' Mooney right out of the
picture.

Add Kevin' Fitzpatrick and
Dick ' O0'Connor and you have
five playérs who shared the top
honours,

Centre-forward Peter Mitchell
was not as effective as he was
in the firat match, but he did
not have the necessary’ support
from the inside pair, “Ginger”
O'Rourke and ddle Mulvey.

eleven

"'The latter's heading was frst-

rate, but he left the form ghown
against 'Drumcondra far behind
and "Ginger” O'Rourke, apart
from a second-half shot that.
topped the crossbar, has not by
any means a happy evening,
The Limerick fulls, Joe Casey
and Vincent Quinn,” were un-
Jucky to meet Frank O'Nelll' and
Tony O'Connell on a night thdt
the wingers would have glven:
the best fulls In the Eame the
run-round. The youthful Quinn
and seasoned hand Joe Casey
stuck manfully to their tasks
and, while 'p!aylnf second fiddle,
they were not loaing caste, None
could have given mz‘e In the
face of tremendous (ds.
BREAK-NECK SPEED
The first half was contested
at break-neck speed. 8 ex-
pected that there would be a
Iackening with the

sl
on of the lights, but the pace
never fiagged and Limerick
hilirly covered themselves im

ory.
Rovers supporters agreed that

they had that measure of luck
which is necessary to win a Cup
fingl, and thers the difference

lay,

{Vhlle Rovers could lay c¢laim
to the edge on the wings, their
inside-men seldom counted.

Dick O'Connor was Limerick's

HANRAHAN

3 LIMERICK ......

RECEIPTS, £3,050

yielded victory instead of a 1-0 beatingin

best, forward, but, in fairness to

Mitchell, he had not anything
likg¥he support that he might
hai¥' ;expected, However, he

tried all the way and cannot be
saddléd with blame for defeat.

Tom Farrell, at centre-half,
was Rovers best baclk, but
Ronrfie Nolan and Paddy Mul-
ligan’ were not far behind.
Farrell did make a slip that
simost yielded a goal. His
back-pees was. intercepted by
Eddie Mulvey, but the inside-
right's shot was smothered
beforg he eould connect pro-
perly and the ball went out-
side for a corner.

GAME TO THE LAST

It wea 2 tribute to Limerlck
that hno spectator left the
ground before referee Sammy
Spillane of Cork signalled full-
time, And they were there with
a. great fighting chance all the

way.

1 doubt that any losers were
glven a greater reception than
that accorded Limerjck. The
way the Dublin public rose to
Fenton and his colleagues left
no one in doubt that they had
given first-class value.

On this reckoning, Limerick,
provided _they are lucky
enough tp draw one of the top
teams In Europe for the Cup
winners” bid, must give serlous
thought to playing the home
leg at Dalymount Park, Close.
on 45/ watched Limerick
and Rovers in their Cup
battles and they enjoyed every
minute of the games.

their 18th time winning the
F.AJI Cup. Limerick can take
heart from the fact that they
could not have been beaten by
2 better League of Ireland side.

A MA’I‘GI.I FOR BEST

And so it is again a case of so
near and yet so far for Lime-
rick, However, they have proved
that the break-through cannot
be .long delayed and that they
are a match for any side in the
League of Ireland. A

To have beaten’ the League
champions, Drumcondra, on their
way to the final and to have
forced Sharnri Rovers—Shield
and Cup winners—to-a backs-to-
the-wall stand-before triumphing
by the only goal, takes all the
ating out of defeat, '

Rovers goal rtesulted from
Frank O'Neill's'cross, which was
Teturned by Tony :O'Connell and
headed home by Johnny Fullam,
who had to dive grass high to

do_so. .

Shamrock Rovers — Smyth;
Kenﬁh, Courtnﬁ'; Nolan, Farrell,
Malligeh; O'Neill, Mooney,
Dhnne, Fullam, O'Conneli,

Limerick—Fitzpatrick; Quinn,
Casey; Finucane, Fenton, Mec-
Namara; Linnane, Mulvey, Mit-
chell,” O'Rourke, O'Connor.

Referee—S. Spillane' (Cork).

What could have “made” the
night for Limerick, a goal by
Rl;dal'ur-mn-nl-nr Ewan an;:n,

. Fen-

Into the attack In
an effort to pull the game out
of the fire, was udged off-
slde as g ek Smyth
of Shamrock Rovers was

beaten, all’ ends.

k ... “Died

P FO

/ For Shamrock Rovers it was’
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—But glory came with defeat

SO near and |yet so far .

Limerick’

by TONY PURCELL  ~ |

. . That just about s up
ful bid tnﬁunﬁ‘ t

gallant but

their first F.A [, Cup when they lost by the only to
Shammc?: Rovers in the re-play at Dalymount Park last

night.

Over 4,00B
in Limerick Ci
sélves in glory

ty saw their representatives cover

» |
sporting enthusiasts from many districts
em-
with a ‘fighting display against the star-

studded Roveis side, in a tremendously exciting cup

struggle.

For the 3%.000
recelpts, £3,000)
replay was a reaj
ducing plenty of

Shamrock Rove
deserved their 18
success, but ti.e p|
the flart to admit
their toughest Cy

their illustrious history,

In defeat, Lime:

from disheartened.
players, officials, and their most

ardent supporterg
reason to fee]
‘wonde the team gd
ful display agalinst
reputed opponents
buted largely to
gdme, Indeed,

thril's, ercite-
ment and good foptball.
rs just_about

crowd (gate
last nlght's
thriller, pro-

great efforts, wag denghted
with his silde's display, anﬁ srid
“with a wee bit of luck ! they
would have triumphed. This
statement was perfectly' true,
85 the game wag so closely con-
tested that only “fuck” de-
cided the issue.

h F.AL Cup
ayers will be

that this was Al

For Ewan Fenton, in“ par-
tlcular, it was so near and yet
so far, Having won an, F.A.
Cup medal with Blackpool in
1953, he just failed narrowly to
add the F.AL Cup medal

Nevertheless, he felt
proud of imerick's great
performance apd wished the
¢lub the Best of luck for the
years ahead. He paid tribute
brought te Rovers for their flne sycceas

p declder in
ick were far
The

had gvery
proud. | No
ve a wonder-
their highly
and contri-
i memorablt

very

honour to the Clty,
LUCK THE

Player-coach, E

the man responsi

the:
ulyleer ck. | and expressed the hope tpat it
o | would be Limerick's turn next

year. |
an Fenton, Many local sporting enthus-
bla for

fasts showed thelr appreclation
|

Py

Victory—so near
and yet so tar

s
of Limerick's gallant bld 'by
their glowing tributes to the
players ~in the dressingroom
after the game, Among them
were Mr, Donogh O'Malley,
Minister for Health, Mr To
O'Donnell, T.D., and well-kno
comedians, Tom and Paschal,
FINE GESTURE.
is Interesting to note that
Mr, O'Malley paid a - courtesy
eall on Mick Doyle at the Mater
Hospital Dublin, last night.
Mick, who broke a leg for the
fourth time in Sunday's drawn
game, was very dejected because
he missed last nightls great tle.
Efforts to have the 23-year-old
amateur international left-win-
ger present at the game failed.
We learne that he ls making
steady progress and Is In a
" comfortable” c‘qnd.it‘:on.

Some of his. playing col-
leagues, too, visited the hospital
and there was a very nice ges-
ture on the -part of Hwan Fen- |
ton, who flew out from Dublin
Airport to Sardinia inltaly this
morning with the Dublin Selec-
ted XI (including Limerick
centre-forward Peter Mitchell)., |
He made a presentation of his
well-earned runners-up medal to
this talented player, whose.
playing career has been badly
hampered by 'this unfortunate

injury.

Betore Limerlick followers de-
parted from Kingsbridge Rall-
Station late last night, they
wished Ewan Fenton, the mas-
ter-tactician, “bon voyage' to
Italy and carried him shoulder
high along the ‘?muorm singing
“For He's a Jolly Good Fel-
low"” . ., a tribute to his great
efforts for soccer in Limericik.

REW,

Local enthusiasts were proud
of their representatives in de-
feat and feel sure that Lime-
rick's efforts have given the
game a great boost in the city
and surrounding districts.

They certainly can take pride
in the fact that they have made
the most courageous bid ever
by any League of Ireland side
bidding for cup glory, Their
egallant but unavailing efforts




