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Super Blues bac

WHEN Limerick FC were relegated from the Premier Division in 1994, few could have et
After years of financial turmoil and concerns over the club’s future, the Super Blues aj

Liam Togher profiles the club as the kick-off to t

The 19-year-itch

1994 is not a year that Limerick sporting
enthusiasts will remember fondly. The hurlers let a
seemingly nailed-on All-Ireland fitle slip from their
grasp after a late collapse against Offaly while
Limerick FC lost their Premier Division status.

Relegation was only the beginning of a tumultuous
period in this proud club’s history. Where once they
rubbed shoulders in the Buropean Cup with Real
Madrid, they began the 21st century requiring the
help of Pike Rovers for a place to play.

It was a far cry from the days when the Market's
Field was packed to the rafters and hundreds made
the pilgrimage to Athlone to see their heroes
crowned champions of Ireland in 1980. Hogan
Park in Rathbane just didn't have the same appeal
to the fans and, with the meteoric rise of Munster
Rugby and the continued strong interest in GAA,
soccer and Limerick no longer seemed
synonymous.

Just six years ago the club was on its knees. -

Limerick FC had been refused a First Division licence
and the clubwas disenfranchised. FAI chief executive
John Delaney opened the door to other parties to
apply for a licence, while at the same time slamming
the door shut on Limerick FC's appeal for the
renewal of their league licence.

A local consortium named Soccer Limerick made
an application for a club licence and senior football
would still be played on Shannonside in the guise of
Limerick 37. Paul McGee was installed as manager
but he didn't last long before being replaced by Mike
Kerley, who restored some overdue respectability to

Marlﬂ ﬁlﬁpm
Mar15 7:45pm.

Limermk FL':

| May 24  7:45p.m. Lirﬂenﬂk FG et

Drogheda Umt&d 5

- Mar 19 - 7:45 p.m. Limerick FC

- Mar23 7:45pm 5ngu Ruvers

~Mar 30 7:45 p.m. Limerick FC
_ Apr02  7:45 p.m. Limerick FE

- Apr05  7:45p.m. Dundalk

Aprl6  7:45pm. Limerick FG v
 Apri18  7:45p.m. Bray Wancierers ﬁ i
: Apr 26 7:45p.m. Limerick FE '
 May 03  7:45 p.m. Derry {:rt}r

- May 06 ESme Cork City
May10 7:45pm. Limericjt FC .
May17 745pm. UCD _é.- |

the club.

2009 would prove to be a landmark year in the
club’s heaven-and-hell history. The Limerick FC
name was restored and local businessman Pat
0’Sullivan injected the club with much-needed
funding as he became chairman. He later took

. ownership of Limerick FC, who were building slowly

under Pat Scully.

After narrowly missing out on the promotion
play-offsin 2011, the Super Blues had one clear aim
as last year's First Division kicked off. A sure sign of
the club’s progress was the arranging of a friendly
against English champions Manchester City in
August. Thomond Park rocked fo the noise of
20,000 fans and, at long last, Limerick FC were
looking up.

All the while, Scully and his players kept their eye
on the promotion ball and, on October 5, defeat for
rivals Waterford United meant that the champagne
could be popped. The club waved goodbye to their
temporary Jackman Park home by lifting the First
Division trophy amid a party atmosphere.

It had been hoped that Limerick FC would make
an emotional return to the Market's Field in 2013,
but with the venue not ready, they would need to
look elsewhere for a home ground. Thomond Park
was ready and waiting. A premier stadium for
Premier Division football. -

When Limerick FC kick off against Cork City on
Sunday evening, they will also kick off on a new
reality for the club. The period of purgatory is over.
Limerick FC are on the wa:;r back to heaven.
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SCOTLAND has produced its share of renowned

football managers — Matt Busby, Jock Stein, Bill
Shankly, Sir Alex Ferguson and David Moyes to
name but a few — and Limerick FC fans will hope
that they have unearthed another gem from the
land of the thistle.

Stuart Taylor assumed the managerial reins in
January and the 38-year-old is already making his
mark on the club within a few weeks of taking the

~ job.

The challenge of moving to a new city, and indeed
country, can be a difficult one, but Taylor says that
the people around him have eased the transition.

“I'm settling in well. We've made a fantastic start

and the people in the club have made my job much

easier. They've been very helpful and the B,pphl:atmn
from the players has been superb.”

The Super Blues have had a mixed bag of resultsin
pre-season, but a four-day tour to Scotland proved
highly beneficial and a friendly win over a Dundee
United XTI has boosted confidence.

Taylor was very pleased with what he has seen of
his players so far, both on and off the field of play.

“The players have shown great professionalism
and they're a good group to work with. They’'ve done

‘what they've been asked and they've got their fitness

levels up.

“We had a good win against Wexford Youths and a
great win against Dundee United but pre-season is
about getting fitness levels up and getting the players
to believe in what we want to achieve,

“We're building a very good mentality and the'

players have shown a great work ethic, commitment,
hunge: and desire. The}f re getting better with E‘F.FEI'F
game.”

Several new players have signed for Limerick FC in

recent weeks and Taylor has praised the existing -

squad members for helping the newcomers to
instantly feel at home.

- “The new players are integrating well and th_lS isa

good dressing room to walk into. There are no

cligues here and everyone is pulling in the same
direction. |

“We all have the same goals and when I first came
I was checking to see how happy the players were
and looking at their behaviour towards new

§
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K in the big time

: ﬁnVIsaged that it would take nearly two decades for the club to return to the top flight.
 ate finally back in the big time and an exciting season at Thomond Park is set to begin.

to the new League of Ireland season approaches.

tuart Taylor
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STUART TAYLOR
; LIMERICK FC MANAGER
ne pleyere

“They've been reallj,r accommodating and they've
ne played their part in making the new lads feel

re  welcome.”

W While there are quite a few new faces in the squad,

Taylor has kept faith in the bulk of the side that won
promotion to the Premier Division under Pat Scully
last season. The new manager feels that the players
responsible have earned a crack at the top level.

‘It doesn't matter what division it's in; winning a
league is one of the hardest things to achieve in
football. The players deserve the right to play in the
Premier Division for the way they played last year.

“They've deserved their new contracts and they'll
want to prove themselves at this level. The new
players we've brought in will bring a different
dimension to the side too."

Taylor has eased any possible pressure on him and
his players by refusing to openly declare a target for
the 2013 season.

“We've set our targets within the dressing room
and we'll keep it in-house. We want to go and play
attacking, attractive football and to work as hard as
possible.

“I know that these players will play to the best of
their capabilities and give 100 per cent in every
game, We hope the supporters will get behind us and
I know that they will.”
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- Shamrock Rovers, Galway United and St:
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_ Former Republic of Irelenﬁ 'yeuth ;nternetaenei
who was once on Newcastle United's books.
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_ Young striker who mel:!e hae Limenek FG eebut

_ two years ago. He has been courted by English -
- clubs but epted te etey Shenneneme fer the
Itme bmng o :

.\,:.:._. b e SR T o : R
3 e e e g2 . S = 2
o :-'.:-\.:. 'I_-\._- i A e R ST R o i ;
o it : - L i L e S

e R

e e

A e

——

. ek e i i A s, o, TR B

= - F

e e dik Ne e =

i b



