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. FTER ONER haif a century in

its attendant high

imerick . City are now

in the "morg

! i

‘,r _the top flight of League of Ireland
et football, and

iblishea profile,

g;@;cgg left to trade their skills

Hionay obscure First Divi mon in the new season.

ly

territory
Monaghan. Longfprd

The joke is around that
the ciub has been provided
with maps of Ireland 10

Instead of meet*mg glamour clubs such
as Shamrock Rovers, Shelbourne, Dun-
dalk, Derry City and Cork City. they must
instead negotiate previously unchartered
to such soccer outposts as

Kilkenny, etc. i

 “'the last decade.

But they cannot thrive
unless the senior scene is
healthy. The hype which
surrounded  Limerick’s
most, successful  years,
from 1978 to 1982, was the
spawning ground for many
of them. .
~This could be a long
winter for Limerick City,
There will naturally
“enough be teething prob-

B 1.5 for the new directors

Johnny Gavin, (extrerne nght front row), a product.of Lemerlck soccer, who wcame the fH’St and
only Limerick born player.to have assisted Tottenham Hotspur. In the centre is Sir Alf Ramsey,
who went on to become'manager of England. This Spurs picture dates back to the 50s and was

photo raph of the playing
staff.
of 36'in the group.

The future looked prom-

have since left Rathhane.
Even success brought with
it its headaches.

Limerick qualified for
‘the . Eumpean Cup a de-
, when they met
Real adnd and the then
directors brought the
game, against the advice of
the local soccer populace,
to Lansdowne Road.

the ©assist them on their way.
St The consequences! are
: alarming. Supporters, for
ere example, have become dis-
ne’’ illusioned and even| the
. more committed are ex-
ere periencing difficulty in
‘dusting off the cobwebs as
rick a new season approac es "
d The image of the g
cay has. been dented in, t
out region.  The fall o :
ars: certain to be felt not ajone
1 in the city, but m such
M - centres as Rathkeale, -
the Newcastle West, PalWs-
+ kenry, Holycross Kilmal-
ters . lock,; Cappamore and cven
b Pamckswcﬂ where soccer -
€se was taking root.
se Itisimportant thata czxyh
S the size of Limerick shcguld )
285 | beina position to compete
rily with the best on the sport-
Hy sfield. »
.00 There is 2 .,onfradfctien
Mg - thata city which claims to
- of have more playing g
per head of population
tp | Fian other centies. shgld
m- now be consigned to| the
on First Division. :‘ '
And the pity is [that
. Limerick City hardjy: secm
are | sufficiently prepared to
the make a quick returm.
The board of directors
£ which  assumed  control
or earlier this year mus
er- relieved of res l;lhty

m-
aal-
rish

ung

me
the
eHl-
:dly
ier,
sing

fortheclub’s
for the moment at least.
hey are -still findging
. They inhe ted
1ore not

» They traded- for our
" decades without a hoinie of

their own. And then when
the previous directors pro—
. vided an alternative t
Markets Field, at th-
bane, it was re;ected by the
pubhc

I
VEN IN their
geod days on the
{aymg field,

imerick  were
never far away from c:%:s
- Managers came and went
Indeed, Limerick dis-
penscd with over a dozen

in less than ten years,’not
 the gr of record to instill .
nce }

in any b.
ears ago the 7-
ader pubi}shes%i

F our

decline —

the

Poor ' judgement was
again shown shortly aftere-
wards- when after winning
the League and FAI Cupin

‘succzssiwe years, the then
manager- Eoin Hand was
allowed to depart.

He had brought an air of
stability to the game in
Limerick and his hasty exit
indicated mstabzhty within
the club. ’

In truth, soccer in
Limerick was never really
- on a sound footing. Direc-
tors never stayed too lpng,
long term planning wasn’t
‘adwocated, debts mounted
and there were occasions
when staff ‘were unsure

where:their next pay pack-

et-was: to come from.

The balance: sheet «for_'

one particular season
sshowed their only  asset
was a lawnmower.

In other words,
.ick were always good fora
headlme

made avavlable by Johnny s

here wege upwards

ng. All but a handful

Limer- -

After two years of strug-
gle, when the club’s future
was often in doubt, the
inevitable happcned last
Spring when - Lm‘.}uk
failed in their bid
preserve Premier vaxsxon
status. ‘

The  new directors, a
consortium of local
businessmen, were not-too
concerned that the . trap
door opened:

At jeast they now hg
the ‘opportunity: to b
from scratch and try to get
the club on a proper
footing.

Had Limerick City won

their battle for survival it

LEADER PROBE

would probably havei
nine

meant another
months of desperation

Now with the minhow
they are at least in thei

own class, the wage-striic-

ture .can be pruned and
they will be aliowed g€t on

‘with life without too much -
attention focussed “on.

them.

The* nanonal media
don’t devote too  much
l})ace to happenings in the

rst.Divisien. = -

The directors will p}ay it
safewfor a few months.
They will not want to be
seen.-to make 'mistakes. In

the off-season they kept a-

‘low .profile. While other

clubs raided. the ‘transfer-

market, they preferred to

re-negotiate with their ex-.

istmg panel.

id
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It is unhkc ly there will
be any big signings at

Rathbane in the foresee-

ahle future.

\Qne of the problems
they are certain to encoun-
.ter is that quality players
will be reluctant to ply
their trade with them inthe

- lower division.
Already a few have left’

to seek fresh and
rewarding pastures.’
And if they do discover a

more

“‘talented youngster locally
the big fish will move in for
the kill. : '

Limerick City need a
cash-flow and with ‘gate”
returns of £200 and £300
expected per fortmght no

'senous bid zs gomg to be -
d

two of their

Michael Kerley

‘Ryan;, have

attr ed the attention of

Sheffield United and
Arsenai respectively.

-survive then they must try -
unearth ~saleable
youngsters:

That’s how the game is.
played. Such a policy may .
not: go down well ‘with |

those on the terraces but it
“is a fact of life they WLH
have to accept.

The directors are mak-

ing no promises. That is
<realistic  approach. - Supx

;ﬁmﬂcrs have tired of xmfu)ﬁ\ }1
1

led dreams. Patience i§
now being called for.
If Limerick | Clty are

" treasurer

By JOHN O’SHAUGHNESSY

M Lmenck City are to’

rother Mnchaei who resides in Janesboro

rcdily sericus they must
open a direct -line with

those who stand out in the

rain at Rithbane to lend
#them encouragement.
There is a fund of
~goodwill towards Limerick
ity. Even the rugby au-
thorities ‘extended ' the

hand - of friendship. when

they made Thomond Park
.available for the challenge
ames against Chelsea,
anchester City" and
Sunderlanﬂ : :
In the words of Branch
Michael = Wal-
lace, ‘they were deiigh{ed
“to come to their assistance.

Top of the priority list — .

and there are many —

must be'to make Rathbane.
cattractive - to . supporters.
The placeis very much run
down.

"Then a team capable ok

makirig it: back to the .

_Premier Division will have

to . be co‘hstructed That

ma&]take time.
hat must be realised i is
that the longer they are
‘down. the more difficult it
will ‘become for 'thém to
rejoin the elite:

- Finn Harps, once one of
the most progressive clubs

the League, have lan-
gunshed in the First Divi--

sion for longer than most

2;7 can remember.

ere is a vast audience
imerick city and county
for soccer. ‘Witness .the
number of clubs which
have mushroomed over

as they come to grips with
life in football manage-
ment.

They need to be men of
vision. Had they not ar-
rived on the scene at a
critical period last year
then things might have
béen worse — no senior
footballin acity which pats
itself on the back for its
sportmg background.

Pride has to be restored.
“That will be a long process.
The Monaghans, Long-
fords and Cobh Ramblers
of this world will not send
supporters rushing to
Rathbane, especially on
wet Sunday afternoons.

But if Limerick City
‘perform ‘ the

Fosxtxve%y,
-public will respond posi-
tNéT}"

HE businessmen
‘who have taken
.on responsibility
have shown com-
mendab e courage and de-
serve to be. given ampie
time to put Limenck back
on the international soccer
ma,

Inmal!y, they will have
to dig deep into their own
reserves to keep the ship
afloat, just as did others
g‘before them. But if they
get their homework done
properly the jigsaw might
fit into place sooner than
-anticipated.

There will be a welcome
for ‘Limerick  City when
they-make their way back.
'Nogody got any satisfac-
ton watching them in
decline. Even their
.staunchest competitors en-
deavoured to come to their
rescue . . . alas, too late.

The soccer hzerarchv in
Dublin also want Limerick
back in the big time and
have promised to do every-
thing ossible to
accommodate them.

A new image has to be
cultivated by the board and
&« @ solid structure put in

giace ‘Otherwise. it will be

ack to square one agam




