-I';_nmah: in design than the main building,

o il integration in the general plan is happily
1 _:-II‘._-.;.-| Ha

EThe - Cathedral, which was first opened for
Wiblic worship in July, 1861, was consecrated
djune, 1894. The old Church of St John was
il in 1753, Its site was between the present
Etulbedral and the adjoining presbytery.
Mhe Cathedral houses two of Ireland’s most
S8atkable ccclesiastical possessions, the Mitre
B Crozier of Bishop Conor O'Dea, made in
48 he only Medieval art treasures remaining
ibeir ancient custcdy in Ireland. They are
genificently omamented with cast hgures,
Wine] and jewels and the Mitre is signed with
B pame of the craftsman who made them,

i "-I.:" : O'Carryd.

(R -

& THE SARSFIELD MEMORIAL
'_-1f grounds of St. John's Cathedral Pres-
fery is the statue of Patrick Sarsfield, defender

@limerick in the sieges of 1690 and 1691,
KSuihi the project to erect the statue began in
B854 was not until 1891 that the statue was
by executed by John Lawlor of Dublin, who
Wl responsible for the “Engineering
] {he Albert Memorial in London.

d be hard to explain if one was Irm
1at most people will endure to satisfy |
an vanity. To own a town house was

iose:days, and such a circumstance
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building in the left foreground houses

the Municipal Museum.

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH

St. John's Chu_n:h, occupying the site which
furmsl thﬁ gasllﬂzudc of 5t. John’s Square, was
compieted 1n 1852, and replaces a |5 ,
church cn the same site. d th century

It would appear from records & :

5 that “St. John's
Church below the City of Limerick” was in
existence wlzun Donatus O'Brien established the
Canons of St, Mary’s Cathedral about the vear
1194, The church was named in later historical
?—lﬂiun]fl‘ms and referred to as “St. John's of the

Oly Cross in the liberties of th '
Limerick™, Rl

The rebuilding of St. John's Chureh in the

middle ~af the |86k aoegs

ps, by the Criulararle,

ation. More than one obser-

more like back doors than Society mounted guard

patrolled the grounds o

unused and stands enclosed by presumably the
'trér;i; II?}ERIE}HE and brick wall as constructed in
3. e entrance to the churchvard is n
from John's Square. ;i o
The cl!_mr::h has been donated to Limerick
Corporation to ke used for cultyral purposes,

JOHN'S SQUARE

: This Square, noted on a map dated 1786 as
N"’“’. Square”, was constructed after 1751 and
contains houses on three sides with SL Jd;-hn’s}
Church and churchyard forming the fourth and
cast side. Access is central on the west side from
Gerald Griffin Street, and from the north and
s{huxjt around St. John's Shuchyar). v peer.

John's SQuaic was nuwdig - =y
whom he lived. The members of St. John’s Temperence
outside the Rectory, and also

f the churchyard, to insure the
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Viallow Street, afid Cecii Street —

arrLI;}wn or city in Treland.

if beautiful country mansions could

srdens and parklands to dwell in the
8, imosphere of the eighteenth cen-
dibe hard to explain if one was not
"at most people will endure lo salisly
anwvanity. To own a lown house wWas
e Aasre and gueh 8 cireamstance
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8¢, John's Square, bullt In 17861,

aF
MNo.'5 South, which was also elose lo other dwellings at  When he first Look up residence in the Sq:are the Cano N
Chaﬁcl ne (now Canter's Ranﬁe},Furthﬂmre, itwas was advised by an old clergyman lo lake precavtions
unlike t & dye works and a brewery eould be aceom-  against attack by the savage and superstitious natives.
modated in the same backyard. Indeed, his adviser, who apparently had no time for the
A detachment of the garrison took over Mo. 2 on the common people of the parish, suggested the fitting of iron
south side and built a new wing at the rear and a fine cul grills on the windows of the reclary.
stone éntrance at Barrack Lane, The military moved out  The Canon, disregarding these overtures, miixed [reely
when the new barracks were completed in 1798 (now the with the local people, with whom he became a great
Sarsfield Barracks). favourite, That he was held in the highest regard by all
Mo, 3 on the north side (now the men's hostel) became classes was proved during the riets which followed an
the Church of Ireland rectory for St. John's parish. The anti-Home Rule menlinF held in the Theatre Royal in Oc-
magnifitent Georgian doorway of this house, together iober 1912, On that infameus occasion the homes and
with the lamp standard — a reminder of the days when business premises of many Protestants had their win-
wealthy: householders provided their own street lighting dows and doors smashed. Even the Protestant churches
— were additions made, perhaps, by the Church ‘Body. did nol escape the fury of the mob. But the Canon in 1
The original doors of these houses were drab and plain, John's Square was not forgotten by the people amongst
without any form of ornamentation. More than one obser- whom he lived. The members of 5t. John's Temperence
ver suggested that they were more like back doors than Society mounted guard outside the Rectary, and also
natralled the grounds of the churchyard, to insure the



| a walled
rdon and
ry started
ing of 5t.
5 was just
e Treat:,.r,
=aple still
I recollec-
irs of the
e wealthy

lived in
from the
much of
lunder of
wuring the
he Treaty

5 lell us
setoutin
=5t of St.
This was
tan open
re at the
Ere Was
huild the
wround it.
; NO open
lown, or,
i1l of the
+ families
ious and
ises made
Wds no
is certain
ild dwell-
shed be-
ns of the
laid out.

. Johmn’s Square

Street and Cecil Street.
That the owners of beauti-
ful country mansions could
leave their exotic gardens
and parklands to dwell in the
tetid and fever laden atmos-
phere of the eighteen cen-

| e o e il [ |

A rare picture of John Square before the Civic Trust took over. The building on the extreme left
3 now houses the city museum.

were completed in 1798
inow the Sarsfield Barracks).

No. 3 on the north side
(now the Saint Vincent de
Paul hostel) became the
Church of Ireland rectory for
5t. John's parish. The mag-

house on the south side, Mo.
2, was owned by John Cross,
whose brother, Joe, carried
on a funeral undertaking
business at Barrack Lane,
using the old military livery
yard to stable the horses and

By the early seventies the
old square was all but dead.
There was still some life on
the north side, but for the
passer-by it was a lonesome
place, full of ghosts anc
sadness, forwhat evokes oui
saddest thoughts more thar
the abandoned habitation of
man?

In 1962 Pluinchead O Ceal-
lachaun, the then City
Architect, made the follow
ing recommendations: (1) Ir
view of the uniqueness anc
of the intrinsic architectura
Eua]ities of 5t. John"

guare, it is considered wel
worthy of preservation, bott
in the interest of Limericl
and in the national interest
(2) St. John's Square i

‘sufficiently small to be cap

able of preservation withou
exorbitant exgenditure. (3)
recommend that every effor
be made to preserve 5t
John's Square, and tha
favourable consideratio
could be given to the recon
struction of six houses in th
square to provide residentiz
accommodation.

These recommendation
were not acted upon fo
more than a decade, and it
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