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Square revamp

could be catalyst
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»

John's Sg

by Marie Hobbins

Historic area where
Limerick won a
famous victory

THE tendering process is underway for
the refurbishment and upgrading of John's
Square, and work is expected to be
completed in 2012,

The historic square, built circa 1750,
was once acknowledged as the city's
maost fashionable residential areas

Close to €2Zmillion will be spent on
repaving the square in granite, the
installation of street furniture, new public
lighting and the introduction of a one-way
traffic flow from Garryowen to the city
centre.

The refurbishment should, insists Clir
Diarmuid Scully, include new signage.

“This is a very historic area - the army
of King William of Orange was defeated
there, yet there is no signage to indicate
that this is where Limerick won a famous
victory,” he told a meeting of the city

un . due to be upgraded

council’s Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee

Calling for a comprehensive presentation
on what the refurbishment work will
invelve, Councillor Kieran O'Hanlon also
recommendad that a full presentation be
provided for the local community. .

*This could be given in St John of the
Cross Church in the square,” he
suUggested.

Referring to the water fountain opposite
5t John's Cathedral, which the city council,
with the co-operation of Limerick Civic
Trust restored two years ago, he repeated
a call for the installation of a protective
railing around it.

“A lovely job was done on the fountain
but unfortunately, after a while it began to
aftract people who congregated around it
to consume alcohol, which, given its
proximity to the cathedral, with weddings,
funerals and religious events taking place,
Is not appropriate.

“I have been calling for the installation
of a railing around it to prevent people
squatting down on the fountain®,

Director of services, Oliver O'Loughlin,
assured Clir O'Hanlon that work s

quarter

currently underway around the water
fountain.

Cllr Orla MclLoughlin wants the old
streets surrounding the square to be
prioritised.

“We could develop a historic quarter by
paying attention to the very old streets
and the back alleys - these should be
Incorporated into the John's Square
project.

"This entire area is long overdue a
complete revamp - I've often seen visitors
to the city wandering down back streets -
they love to see the authentic areas that
reflect the eld city and its history” she
said.

The contentious issue of transferring
the Patrick Sarsfield sculpture from the
grounds of 5t John's Cathedral to a mora
prominant location, was raised by Clir Pat
Kennedy.

“The local people would prefer that
Sarsfield stays in the same position, and
| agree with them.

*lohn's Square Is very important for the
image of the city and it is vital that the
houses be maintained and where required,
be upgraded,” he concluded.
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‘Office of the Ombudsman
www.ombudsman.ie

¢ Do you have a comphaint about a Government Department or other Public Body!
¢ Have you ralsed the matter with the bedy concerned!
¥ Are you dissatisfied with the decision of the Public Body?

If your answer to all these questians s "YES', then the
Cmbudsman, Emily ©'Rellly, may be able to help you.

Ombudsman staff will be at the Citizens Information Centre
54 Catherine Street, Limerick City

Tuesday, 28th June 201 |
10.00am-1.00pm and 2.00pm-4.00pm

Our service is free and open to all. Just drop in.

The Ombudsman examines complaints relating to public bodies such as the H3E,
Dept. of Social Protection, Local Authorities, Dept. of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
Depe. of Education and Science, Revenus Commissioners, An Post and many bodies
that are covered by the Disability Act 2005,

Anyone can make a complaint to the Ombudsman. Please bring anything which
you think might be helpful, including lettars, forms, or reference numbers. If you have a
disability and need help to use our services, contact our Access Officer at 01 639 5600,

The Ombudsman cannot examine complaints relating to certain matters.
For example: goods purchased in a shop. Insurance, private pensions, An Garda

Siochdna, prisons, Employment Appeals Tribunal or Labour Court, or complaints relating
to the law on foreign nationals or naturalisation,
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