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THE ' Department of
as finalised a pro-
5 ectus for the development of

e Shannon estuary as @ major

transhlpmcnl and industrial port
~and detailed discussions on -the

project with local interests and
‘the industrial development agen-

% ~‘cies will begin shortly.
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i -ar the IMI Cﬂnt‘eren:e in Killar-

The idea was first mentioned
the Taoiseach, Mr Reynolds,

- <ney in April. Since then a strategy

-thas been diawn ‘up -involving

;* - ~dredging the estuary to allow the -

7+ and industrial and infrastructural + :
< ~developmenf on I:-mh s::des nf thr:;
.__;‘-,';'-ﬁ'!,f'.r1ver. e Sy, e Gl :

ﬂ_.,‘; “ largest tankers .to pass ‘through

.'".':'.E; % The next and ru-::lai stage: in-

irnlves detarmmmg if there is a"

¥ “market for the kind of develop-

“ment envisazed. The jrospectus,

""’drawn up by Dr Cen Power,
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“special economic. :iwpinpment
ﬂ-:- icer to-the Taoiseach, envis-
“ages the estuary dew,h}pmg as-a .
major {ranshipment port, where, .
ﬂ:u example,
' loaded inio smaller vessels for de-

*livery across Europe. Some of the ©
gcm might undergo processing”
in the Saannon regicu belore

b#nw shu jed .
Detaﬂedv costings mvst aw au an

'-Z * exammanﬂn of the market inter- -

~est. in- the :project. Necessary:.

o 'dredgmg work so that the channel
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«can  accommiodate _ the largest
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arge might be un-.

Talks soon on major
deveiopment project
for- Shannon estuary

ity, which will be charged with .
investigating whethcr there is a

tankers might cost around £10
million, - but the associated
infrastruture and industrial de-
velopments would require invest-
ment of several hundred millions
over a period of years.

Dr Power argues that the cur-
rent port and industrial facilities
in the region mean that the pro-

sal “is not pie in the sky" and
involves building on existing ac-
tivity. The ESB’s Moneypoint
station can already load and un-
load tankers of up to 200,000
tonnes and takes in 7.5 million
tonnes of coal per annum for the
ESB, while a number of other ex-
isti
developed, /i

V" The pmspectus fure:sces the . Czech “or

* toolsor as a staging post for the |
CIS’s Baltic fleet, in the same way

Mnneypnmt side ‘of the estuary

~developing as a bulk handling fa-
ble of taking tankers of -

0,000 tonnes and also 2%

cllitj',ca
up to.

dealing with smaller ships. The
- State already owns over 600 acres
at Ballylongford, on the opposite
the esma ~and this is’¥
. planned as a site’ fm industrial |
‘development rﬂiaimg to'the port
activites and container storage.

. The facilites on. this side of the ,
“ river.would need substantial up-
involving new = deen i

- grading,”
water and ' container - berth::

i Foynes and Limerick would ui

he targeted for development.’
:The next phase involves dlscu&

smuns with local interests and with

‘Shannon’ Development and the

port famht:ﬁ -:nuld alm bf_f-as a centre for the manufacturing,
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viable -market. Considerable
research has already been done -
on sh:ppmg movements from
North and South America, Aus- |
tralia, Japan and Korea. Amung oL
the areas to be investigated will
be the potential for offloadin
ships from  North and Sout
America or the Far East and shiﬁ-
ping on the goods in smaller tank-"
ers across Europe.
Dr Power - believes that the
opening up of eastern Europe
“has changed economic geogra-
phy” in favour of the project, giv-
ing Shannon the.potential to act

in whole or, part, and shipping of
lungar:an machine

as Asroflot-uses Shannon airport.

“ While th= initiz! cost of dredg-
‘ing the chenel, which night be
broken into iwo phase.s? is not too
+large- at £10 ‘mullion, the other
- costs of developin dg the associated *
“infrasiructuré and attracling ap-
propriate industries could be ex-

';* pensive for .the state.- IF-it: is
decided to proceed, much of the
work would qualify for EC fund.

ing from the structural ﬁtru:‘le and
ossibly friun ‘the new cohs '.{.1

As well as M::-.':e ;rmut the es-
1is already the centre for the
inish Alumina plani, which
ships in raw.material and sends,
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