L

< e LSy el
1.l T b, e ik
l.'-'-i'-.--'t.'.-zi.;: ""-.=I el gy A

T .|_. f;.ﬁ...-'j“-_ag:__'ﬂ_l ;

=
ey e
Rt VLR LT

Al ..l' l"..-:.!'ﬁ":ﬁq. '-q:’ 'E-.' ! 3-" E

e = "'_.- [N - RET :
) Ty Al "-':;I.}-'.'_“.-I' o

@ Tralning for a career af sea: Prospects for employment have neve

Corke, Tt is ke amly Er
ediecalional caabli
mercantile muarine in (ke Repub-
lic. The State-cwned Trish Ship-
Led — which was Fauidaied
684 — had previously had
pesponsibility - f
arca and wat oac of 1the maia
roules Do carcer wl sea for
schogl leavers,

The Department of Mauticnl

¢ been betler

Barry

O’Keeffe reports on a new course 1O pro

mote business ideas in tourism

Shannon scheme to dev

MEW programme

aimed at developing

new business ideas n
fourism 0 atfract maore
foreigners to Ireland is set 10
start in Shannon in Sep-
tember. The six moenth
course, claimed to be the
first of its kind in Ireland,
will draw people with a
proven track record in
management from business,
industry and even teaching.

Called 1he Tourism Eplreprens-
eiarshi Fr:irurnrnl.‘. it 15 the
birainchild Brendan Russeil,
ourism  innovation manpager at
Shannon Development, and
director of the programme. He
wndertook a major study info the
practice of imnovation in
tourism. It concluded that there
was a need for such a pros
EraAmme.

He says that aside from hotel
training in colleges in Treland,
there 8 po “incubating pregiod”
in which people wha swamt 1o
enter wourism can develop busi-
ness skills and pew ideas,
“The p & is an inten-
sive, practically oriealated o,
which will indicats to partici-
pants the signposts for establish-
ing new [ourism businesses
which will, in their own right,
bring mew, additional business
inte lreland," he says,

The programme 15 split over
1% rr'rnnth:.-:nmpnsin;; v days
per week, fnvalving case studics
with 20 presenters from fousrism
and business. The I?:I-Tlil:ipal'ﬂ'i
will be amalysing the existing
tourism market and visiting
existing iourism  businesses  as
well as warching videos on how
to start .i:lnur oan business,

Ie will emphasise how 1o go
gbout finding a business idea,
kow 1o develop it into a sviable

n, how o =t it up, cic, 3233
Rosgell, “We will afm b
ing a1 what is hoppening in
compelitor destinations.”

Aimed wery moch at the aver-
seas bournm omearkest, the 1wpos
of toarmsm products e cnvisages

will be developed inchede new
leisure actiwities, holidays
catering for the semor citizens
market, and mew types of
elidays for single females, the
number of whom taking kolidays
is increasing and will continse to
increase dramatically during this

decads.

“They will be products with
an lIrish flavour and will give
Treland a distinctive cdge in

wet choice,'” he says,

Al the end of the programme,
participants will have o roduce
their own business plan. ht:ﬁg
gix plans will coch get £l
worth of copsultancy free from
iokes Kennedy Crowley.
“They will kelp the participants
tefine thelr plans amd sirschire
them properly so that they can
seck venlure capital for  their
new ideas.” says Russell,

There will be four cate supel-
vicort as well as a programme
direcloe, Ray Cori, who 1 2
consultant fo the Welsh Tourist
Bioard, He runs his own W0nsm
business and has bocn invoived
i that scctor for 20 years. He
has also worked in manufactur-
ing, apd marketng.

Over 230 people applied fae
the programme, research for
which took six monthe Fll
Ewplt were shoqtslisted and 2

ave naw bean selected follow-
ing an intervicw. Russcll was
wvery pleased with the calibre ol
the applicants, who includad
sales managers, army persoanel,
and reachers.

He said that all of them had
managerial expericnce ol some
kind, “The teachers, for
example, have expericnge in
managing peeple, Many of them
are fluent in foreign languages
and if they developed a business
idea, they would be very suitable
for the European markel because
al their shills.™

The programise starts o Sep-

looky = Pember-=mih and runs ardal

end of March 1992, The coutse
is being funded by  Shannon
Development  and by partic-
pants, who will be paying L420
gadh.

elop tourism

preneurship Programmnie is aimed at developing new

visitors to Ireland

The Tourism Entre

Killalse, Co Clare:
tsm Lo aftract more

@ Boating on the Shannon it
: business ideas in four

fiace o the CULTAe.

Tha: courke  overs . ol
mechanics,.: clecirolechnalagy
techmenl drawkng: engir.e-:rril:g..
AvAFifE RWET -p?unt Lechndl gy,
applied electronics, and inchades
practical  and workdhopebaied

~qeaching as well 35 mparine

cngimccsng,  cloctnicad, wehling
and meechanies.

Apant from the NCEA Dip
loma, studenis, by speoding @
further wenr o1 sea afrer ghoir
throw yoars ol ollege, aill have
also  completed the  Slaeine
Engincers Cadet Training
Schense, which s approved by
the Deparument of the fanise
and is recognised by the British
authaflies,

From next year applicanss will
altn have (0 pndcrgo an Assess
ment for cntey to the course, A
maring engineer s responsible
for the safe and efficient apera
tion, maintenance and repair of
the engines, systems, and
zncillary equipmenl of a ship. I
is a profession that deamandds
larg hours on oeeashang, 0.
stant sliention always, and udn
ability to get on with others,
particalarly 10 the confines of a
ship, says Donal Burke.

A maring cnginoee has 1o have
ghe character L make difficult
decisions when nocded, he adds,
ard “these  decisions are aot
always popular when L means
the ship cannod sail due to the
feed: for pepairs”, Burke alio
points out Ehat the job 5 wer
demanding today, with red
staffing levels on board ships for
hetter cost el fectiveness.

Applicants to the Diploma i
Srience (Mautical) or Deck
Cadet courses are also pasessed
on non-medical and non-
educational qualities, although
othepsise cnbry requircments arc
almast sdenticsl 10 these for the
marine engineering course, The
three-year, [(ull-time coarse 10
nagtical scichce l-aau:a.llt
ganlifics @ sppdent 10 be o odec
offesr. Deck officers have con-
tral of the ship’s navigational

ar, including radars, and while
in port are [ully involved n the
loading or distharge of cargo,
He ar she alse has some
management  nesponsibilities on
board the ship,

Sigdents on the course will
spend Between 17 1o 33 enonths
qu aea, which includes
watchkeeping duties, one of the
main responsibilities of a deck
officer, The college-hased side af
/he caurse — about 18 months in
total — covers navigation, ship
stability, cargo handting, £lecs
fronic  paviglion  syslens, Suf-
wiwal eraft and rechniques,
seamanship and safety, ship con-
structicn, shipping management
and other relevam subjedis.

Srudemts muslt  akoo gam 4
cumber of certificates of
pOmLpElenot. which are required
and ssved by the Depanment of
the Maripe, These cenificates
ipctusle firefighting ghoard ship,

ficicrey in survival eraft, and
pfficiens deck hand.
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mboul 50 per vent of i Wipemt W
sea,  Thode whiy -..u-u.'..'.f“...f bl
complese il may svviinally widk
theit way up 10 the same erade
ax the gqualified” deck © Bffiecrs
who hase comploied the g
jopn im Nabesl Scienticd.
_:iq-.dd.,;nl.-.. i - cerlificatd | afd
diplogna - cosres qualify - for
prants . under the  European
Bocin) fomd amd il el Bavie” be
ay fees, while af wa they
pepcive aboul E275 per monid

Students must also
gain a number of
certificates of
competence,
which are required
and issued by the
Department of the
Marine

where are great oppanunilies
ab prosent [or stipdents who are
mobvated lowsrds 8 carcer at
sea” says Durke. The Depan-
ment of Magtical Stadies hias
links with staffing agencics in
shipping ihrough 1he Trish
Chamber of Shipping in [reland,
apd through a number of
agencics in Brinin. i

The demand in Britain for
gqualified personnel is very high
al the moment, says Burke, duse
10 a deop in thé numbers of
eligihle students there hecause of
demographic trends amd beeause
af the availability of alernative
share carcers, Formal Lraaning
argangcmentd oeg made with cei-
tain  Shipping cOmpanies and
agensics o place students for
fraining Puip andd, i Mot
cases,  Tor immediate  employ-
micnt on gualitying. 52{‘ Burke.

Fully gualificd de offcers
and Jumor engincer aificers
could  expect 1o Slart carming
ahout sg £11,000-C13.000, says
the college. However, despite
these apparemfy bright career
praspeils, whe  collepe  canl
meect the demand, )

nareer guidamoe personnel 10
the secand lgwel, in general. dia
il ar o appreciate the
excellent carced pects ol thes
pime.” says Burke, who sl
like o see grealer pumbers of
studenis  comin forward  fof
venining in this fcld. !

wPermanent jobs are the priod-

el Iq-.r_-f-‘-‘-.'l'fmg i made 10
piw;i! '-u-i U stiddents in permaitent

positnns.”




