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THE SHANNON — ERNE WATERWAY

The restoration of
the missing link

This week sces the opening of the Shannon — Erne Waterway, now restored after

decades of neglect. On these pages, Irish Times writers look at the background

RITING over 150
I for b
% Bf the board of
works, an enpiscer ugperied
that the Irish raileay syitem
should be extended. “For the
cuchange of commoditics,”
e uu:r“thr intersoer of ko
opalry B wirtuslly mone
romobte than [ndia of Agmer-
ia” Thal same ORpBHCT
probably bemoaned the oofi-
recieim of the Ballimamorne-
nell canal linking
the Erne and the Shannon in
ihee 1E505 IV b dad, B cer-
tadaly waia't the oaly ont
The cangl tersed out o be
as ymsmigpaied finasoal di-
saiter and hod one lasdiord
to claim that it wai “one of
the worsl pheoes of mrifsEs-
apemment in a0y CouDiry —
pod im Turkey coild thefe be
smch a pooe of miumnmanage-
meat, In the 12-13 yoars
thai it was operatbonal befiore
beieg sbandosed ia 1872,

the canal collecied a more |

£1E in tolli and only 13
bt (mmamy carmying galions
of porter) made the joumey

of down the canal. i oo
£290,000 oy buld and om-
phoved a3 many as 7,000
people 31 ong (eme darag i
constnaction, which provided
famine reliel of soris fof

il

For the boit part of 120
years the casal fell into a
m-HEl siate of dnrcpak
Locks decayed, water siag-
mated asd plant life ©on-

wemed loop strctched along
i banks i.u-.‘r

cieche an (e camal's fortunes

thon, Bow- |
ever, lhe whee! hai come full |

bave chanped rafher rapddly. |

Followiag pecliming
LInECTing  Sulveys
taibed enviroamental stodic.

ch= |

comstruction work on the ca- |

pal began in the summer of
1991, Ower ]
summers approximatcly £30
million (courtesy of the [rish
and Bninh Csvomoeniis,
the ESR,
Regrosal Developeens Fund

tht neat o |

ihe¢ European |

to the development of the walerway

make it decper and wider. | low-prolile moonag docio
The bigpest imnovation oo | bave boen provided allowing
fhe waterwiy was [he inlros | BRSO pit mibore with cane.
Undreasmed of faoslities h
tricspowered  bockn.  Instead ?:tl.lzl.l oentury wach as car
i,
ﬂﬂliflil‘l:ﬂﬂi asd pampe-
g 0nak i afe tandand
ol all min of the camal’s new
mGOTIRE pounli.
There are alwo Mioe cuam-

duction of avtomated, olet-
of heaving massive Limber
becasl-beazmi o opem ok
paded, today"s e seod only
pecad a bulios i |
At two of the canal's mais
attractions,

T

Laoragh
Garadice snd Lough Scor, | plios

Carrick -on-Shannas: 5
=il e with

public  telephosc,

usderiaken
of the sioacmason’s |

rm;'t :.'.tm.llu-:; the pew walie-
waf — ing enormomly Lo
nx Itn:-mphcn:l: and charm —
and acting &s & reminder of
| the bove and labour iti org-
fdl budderi mveiled m ol
Mot withatanding thin fact,
the Bew walerway i
one of the most
crodi-broader  peopcti

bl
yet

— Justin Comlabkey

for the Shannes — Froc Watorsay, ihe town

s fiof Ehe walir-bodsd boldaymal o

-

A stretch of water unrivalled
in Europe for cruising

enpoy your holsday, asd also,
in many ways, ke a inp
Bachk 10 LiEmE.

HE restoration of the

Sussoa-Eme  waler-

way, whath wiid o b
known 43 the Ballinassone-
Balwonsd] Canal, kad ore-
.:m} a hupe mmity fod
those from bolh home and
abroad who have a peschant
for . island oronang
Sasson-Eme system, whith
hai Bota made poilble E
the reopoaing of the
miles of %0 of canal mow
meani ihal you Bave 100
= ibed of wrlerway sirefiling

froem Kilaboe i the south 1o |

Beliock 1= the north,

Crerng’ oa the Shansoa
kas, for many yean, boon 2
mapod chiste &

pelple |

from both hoss abroad |

when of ¢omes (o chooung 3
Eoldday, and ihe Shansoa

wheme i1 known world-wide
for s t-:rﬁ:d “:mrﬂ
pood coarie amd prme

g, waleriide i where
you cun pelax after a long

day's onesing, and excollent |

reslaisramty  chode 10 youf
mOOTIRE PRIt
For smyose plasnssg &

Shanson orune this yoar, a
pcw opthoa for them woald
b Lo take the roate fom the
Shanson up 1o ke Erme. The
cid canal wal opemed

nally in 1E60, hnkisg

Shafinca ot Lotrim ihroagh |

cight locks to L Sour
aed  alosg the %Fﬁrﬂ
River and its Lakes 10 Ulpeer

Erne pear Beélturbet

Unfortusabely, the Ml = |

commencial traffec bed 1o the
canal falling into disuse and.

Fodlow 10 years of buiy
wae, it Eﬂfﬂ saon after.
Bat all that has ©

| mow, ae5d Emerald Star Lise
| Buas taken the opoorianity 10 |

make the mosl of the sew
watcrway, which gves Ik
crofung’ folk a sircich of
waler uanvalkd aaywhere
¢lie in Furope The sew
waltrway can be reacked 1m
bess thanm =0 hour'i crasang
from he Emerald 5iar basc
& Camk-oa-Shannoa, of
from thelr more Dofbemn
basc af Belturbet. op the
Ru;'tr I-mh'-}
wisape by cruiser 1

e BOW Wwalirway m
take you about three days,
dJuriag which tisoe you <an
Eeander aloag the canal and
theomgh ihe lakes amd locks,

Emerald Siar oclkebrated
the opeaing of the walorway
by cstablishing their base o
Belimebel (a Co Civas,

which i1 a8 the stan of the
Eiver Froe savigalion rouls
From Beltorbet, you can now
eplore the & i ol
Upper Lowgh Erne, which &
dudded wilh hlandi, masy
of which hawve carciolly
maigtaiacd hivlonc remaies
Oode o0& the Erms schfme,
cam oruis as far as Bki-
k and make & vissl 1O Lhe
bistoric policry, the produdts
of which arc world-famoo
For those waing Lhe
Boliurbet base, Emcrald Star
has deae 2l they Caa W
make life caaser for yoa



Py DlnEs. STREE D, dRsee
ever, the wheel has come full
circle as the canal's fortunes
have changed rather rapidly.

Following preliminary en-
gincering surveys and de-
tailed environmental studies,

construction wark on the ca- |

nal began in the summer of
1991, Ower the next Dwo
summers approximately £30
million {courtesy of the Irish
and British OvErmments,
the ESB, the ﬂlgua.n
ionzl Development Fund
and the International fund
for Ireland) was spent repair-
1 and even :cpm];ng_pnr:g
:;le‘xth: canal and its infra-
structuwre. The projpect was
MAna by B Inicrna-
tiomal in Dubhin, which drew
up the engineering plans.
While the new walerway
sticks faithfully 10 the 19th-
century  plan, follows the
same route, uses the same 16
locks and preserves the old-
world charm of the criginal,
it i3 actually a total recon-
struction  to 20th-century
specifications. Under  the
stonework of the lock cham-
bers, for example, lurk proci-
sion-built shells of reinforced
concrede.  Moderm  crosser
craft are broader in beam,

decper im  draught  and
require more headroom than
the wewmels which  saxiled

down the ofd canal,

All the specifications for
the new watersay had o be
expanded to meet the bigger
requirements of today’s
craft, It meant rebuilding 2l
lock chambers to wider di
MEnsions, raising of replac-
ing many of the read bridges
over the canal and re-gxca-
vating the 615 kilometire
long navigation channel o

To re-open Ireland’s |

waterways...

@)

DT FrCHbreachia Fodki
Thr Pl aff bl br Thirerhd

..we had to clean
@'@ orw the quays and

Carrick-on-Shannon: a good starting miut for the Shannon — Erne Waterway, the town is

well serviced with fcil

impse af the Temple of |

INDIA.NA JOMNES'S first

m could mot have been
more dramatic than my firsid
look at Lock Mo 15 on.the
Ballyconmell-Ballinamore Ca-
nal at Killarcan, Co Lelirim;
we had both hacked our way
through dense und h,
batiled upsiream nst as-
sorted and hostile creatures
{vou can get 2 biite firom
a butterfly) and had both only
the vagwest idea of where we
were going.

The encrmity of the struc-
ture (Killarcan Lock, not the
lNemple of Doom) and the ob-
vious labouwr that went into its
construction, was stonming,

plicalarly when  viewed
rom the dried-up bottom of
the lock.

It was 1987, and | was on a

'Hnuci% expedition for The
i

Irish e, with col
Paddy Smyth and Michael

| Foley, following the course of
| the waterway from Carrick-

on-Shanmon to Enniskillen,
and reporting on oar p
dzily to the readers The
Irich Timer. We discovered a
af Ireland, wild and
il and ungx-
lored, where lakes and rivers
micrconnected in a bewilder-
Ew? matrix that defied our
arts ot map reading.

We passed T fhooded
meadows of witer erey
banks of willow herb, lakes
wild IE-I; H‘Eh:ml‘tﬂtd Elu-
sive kingfishers, draponflies,
minks on assertivencss-train-
ing courses, and even heard
the distinctive creak of the
endangered corncrake,

In the evenings, we parked
our camoe and headed for the
pearest pasis where we dined
on roast guail over 3 blazin
fire — in the dining-room
the Glenview Restaurant. We
were also fortunate in finding
cxcellent Iu-dgings in
many fine B and Bs along the

way.

fix the locks!

| gpen lake, including the
| rene 5t Joha's Lou

| trically operated

ies for the water-borne holdaymaker

R

Drama at Lock No. 15

Travelling by luoury cruiser
has some disadvan how-
ever. You are unable to @
tharoughly seaked io the skin
in the modern cruiser, unless
}m go about it earnestly; and
alling in, which constitubes

| gne of the pleasives of a

canoe irip, would require coa-
siderable skill im a cruiser.
The pubs and restagrapts arc
easily accessible as the fore-
bears of the citizens

Ballinamere, Keshcarrigan,
Ballyconnell and Beiturbet
had the pgood sense o Sibe

their tawns on the very banks
of the canal.

I say “canal™ bat it is in
fact, for most of its | th,
the lovely, slew-moving
Woodfard river, with miles of
se-
and the
majestic  Lough aradice.
The canal constitutes the wp-
hill part of the jourmey from
ihe Shanson to Lough Scur
where, as along the entire
waterway, the locks are elec-
by means of
what is ﬂ!lndlz “Em:‘nm;;,l
depriving explorers {
af um;ig canoes and equap-
ment on their heads.

These smart cards also
allow access to foilets and
showers, located st intervals
glopg the route, s
on how to use these luxuries,
and the locks, are clearly dis-
played. Placenames, however,
are in English caly, so you
wan't kmeow what
means unless you can check
with an Irish transiation of
ihe names of the hills and
townlands.

— Fargus Brogan
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ESLER CRAWFORD
PHOTOGRAFHY
Awerial pho phy of
Shannon-Eme YWatersay
carried out for Depariment
| of Apriculture (Morthern
reland) by ECP

37A Lisburm Rmad,
Belfast. BT9TAA

| Telosozaz-2e099. )

Aghalame |

ahannon-kErme sysiem, wnici
has bheen made possible by
the re-opening of the 40
miles or so0 of capal now
means that you have 300
miles of watervay stretching
from Killalos in the soath to
Belleck in the north,
Cruising on the Shannon
|1;$_, for MmAny Years, heen a
major chotee among people | L
from both home B.I'li abroad | Unforunately,
when it comes 1o choosing a
holiday, and the Shannon |

Skl LA s
new oplion

nally

eight laecks to Lou
and along the

the fall

for them would |
be to take the route from the
Shannon up io the Eme. The
old canal was opened ong-
in 1860, linking 1
Shannos at Leitrim through
Seur
; oodford
Fiver and its lakes to Upper
Eme near Bellurbet

in

commercial traffic led to the
canal falling into disuse and. |

waterway can be reached in
less than an howr’s eruising
from the Emerald Star base
at Camck-on-Shanmon, of
from their more nomhern
base al Beliurbei on the
River Erne.
Passape by cruiser th

the new waterway should
take mhabfut_ three days,
ﬁu::ng which time vou can
b r along the canal and
through the lakes and locks,
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A typical cabin cruiser on the Shannon — Erne Waterway,
providing 2 tranguil for families or groups of friends

at any time of the year
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A VERY, VERY SPECIAL
LIMITED OFFER . .

al introductony orusindg

[}
nd

NO OTHER HOLI

DAY COMES CLOSE

If you haven't tried an Emerald Star boating

ki Hia L T L
¢ Lough Eene, which is
studded with islands, many
of which have carefully
maintained histone remains,
Opee on the Erne scheme,
ou can cruis as far as Bel-
E::It and make a visit to the
historic peatery, the products
of which are world-famous,

For those using the
Beliurbet base, Emerald Star
has done all they cin o
make life easier for you.
They have & reception cenire
complete with instructional
video on how lo manage
wour cruiser  and  wanous
cruising opporlunitics, a8
well a3 showers, a TV room,
telephones and good car-
parkimg. .

Emerald Star is offering
three different class of cruis-
ers for hire at Beliurbet,
which were specially de-
sipned for them during 1993
and 1994, These are the
Shanmon Star, the Lake Star
and the three berth Town
Siar. i

If you start your crgise at

| the well-known Carmick-on-

Shannon bass, you can crurse
up the Lough Allen Canal
and into Lough Eme, and on
to Beltarbet and the Erne
water scheme. The town of
Carrick-on-Shannon is also a
good place to stop off at on
your cruise, a8 it has myriad
maoring places and the town
provides good pubs and res-
faurants where you cin enjoy
the cosmopolitan  COMpany
of the many Continental
Europeans who flock 1o the
Shannon each year,

— Pat Smyllie

holiday in Ireland, you're missing a truly
unforgettable experience. Cruising the majestic
Shannon with its specracular lakes and friendly
villages. Exploring the quiet backwaters of the
new link to the magnificent Erne. Discovering
a world of natural beauty you didn’t know
existed. Where time has a habit of standing
still. And best of all, Emerald Star cruising
holidays cost less than you might think!

Wirite to our office at 47 Dawson Street,
Dublin 2...or telephone 00353-1-6798166

for our colour brochure...and treat your

"
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HAME:

family to a holiday with a difference!

T e e —_————

PLEASE COMPLETE AMND SEMD TO OUR ADDRESS ABOYE.

ADDRESS:
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THE. SHANNON — ERNE WATERWAY

Along the banks of

the cross-border canal
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1t BALLYCORMELL
i BELTURBET,
. L% NAMCRE o f) 0o &
£ Vperryoomsns € 4 VNN
Garogioe L NEWISTTRRME g CHAII_ILCES Hiu.;sh? -
i a W -
Kikshanda ® . £ Cuphter ﬁmlflupuuﬁm life @
o the Republic for 12 years —
i joked quite a lot whi fulfill-
‘ & @ Carrigalien . i_pg;al Pu;fwu probably his
CARR R - f & I M inal e engagemeni as
g.wﬁp%ﬁi 8 Cloone Taciscach. He quipped that
. Drumsna _sﬂ-mf pnrgpﬂufténhfnsr-
| : = viewer Wil ow
o ichlll Genarcl mopaf the district sarved what his last official uct as
: Sharron 7 b | T "':;”“ 2 ;I;‘amuacm:sm s | Hm'l.ll:lkhtﬂu
i & : BALLINAKMCRE Bm," r Hiughey,
A g o L Bodery BALLYCONNELL CANAL “that | inspected & canal —
e e | ﬁ-.p 5-:_ £ MM O N ,ﬁ N ww nod just any-old canal — bul
{E bk L Bosn a canal that will link the
31T i It I P A= g:]:al mm?ﬁh slifnluml.
e ) | " 1 e — the Erne and the Shanmon.
: racel | This canal will flow across

book, The Ballinamore & Ballyconnell

The man. which shaws ihie coarse of the original Ballinamore & Baltyconnell Canal, is from Patrick Fl nugan’s
m-?'and. which gives 2 most interesting hllitnq of the lltﬁl:m:iﬂi

Co-operation makes the
waterway run smoothly

HE Qifice of Pubhc

Works has a long-cs-

tablished record as the
Siate’s inland walcrways au-
thority, and for many wears
it has been deweloping and
maintaining the navigation
of the Shannon. When ihe
Oiireachias passed the Shan-
non MNavigation Act in 19590,
the Shamnon-Ere witerway
was placed under ns care,
and during the past three
years the waleraay has been
restored by a team of civil
epgineering coniraclors
under the direction and
supervision of the ESB Inter-
natignal.

The OPW has worked in
close co-0 gion with the
Deepariment of Agricullure in
Morthern Ireland (DANI) on
the project, and now this
pewly completed walerwa
passes through more than 3

miles of scenic and largely

unspoiled cou nirvside
' a ST T st eimm

| 1o 2,000 craft using the

Association, amghng Broups
and other inlercsied CTRAnE
satigns.

There are currently elose
navi-

tion of the Shannon, with

50 of them being owned
cruise hire operalors,
year, an_estimated 30, (e
tourists, 80 per cent of them
from outside Ireland, cruised
on the river and availed of
the services provided along
its length, and all this has
helped boost 1he ECOnmies
of towns and villages alomg
the mver. _

In order to service the in-
creasing demands along the
fiver by the tourists, the
OPW has had to provide ihe
necessary  infrasiructure 1O
handle all the busincss, and
mAany new  MOKTIRES have
been  provided., Bul aparl
from the Shannon-Erme de-
velopment, the OPW has
becn busy developing the
Grand Caral for navigation
fenm Duhblin 1o the River

ggli:icnl. and geographic
undaries.”

The canal Mr Haughey
referred to was ihe
Ballinamore-Ballyconnell -
nal which, through the ex-
penditure  of  almiost £30

million, has been recently
restored and renamed as the
Shannon-Erne Waterwily. As
the new name SwRgests, it 1S

now possible to sail a boat |

up the Shannon, navigale the
new watereay amd continue
up the Eme. Ils openin
today means that river cra
can cruise all the way from
the pottery making vi af
Belleck on  Lower

Ermne, to Limerick.

Robert Travers, markeling
development manager at the
Morthern Ireland Tounst
Board (MITR), says that the
new waleraay “gill have a

| fundamental impact on tous-

ism in the local area and in
Worthern Ireland generally.
The NTTB registered a six
per cent increase in visitor
aumbers from the Republic
last year and is hoping that

the new waterway will atiract
even more tourists, Those
who travel along the restored
canil will enjov a remarkable
variety of beautiful scenery
from the stillwater canal at
Leitrim wvillage =— thro
lovely loughs such as al
john's Lough and the rich
fishing waters of
Garadice — 1o the serenit
of the Woodford K
siretch into Lough Erne.
Along the waleramy =
apart from some of the most
rustic small wil in Tre-
land — you will be able to
see a variely of rich wildlife
such as otters, foxes, badgers,
cranes, kingfishers, whooper
swans and six different types
of duck. The surrounding
countryside, which has not
been a major tournst destina-
tion before, is suhstanﬁa.!lg

unspoilt and littered Wil

1% bel
bheised

e

Eme ¥
e
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ng
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The Watergate at Eaniskillen

for. the walesway. A
: tar. pra

Ty

e I wi_' h
threequarte

“NEW:' Shanngn- | force to achicve maximum

i ! impact in the UK, Continen-
tal Europe and other holiday
cmarkets.

being provided by ihe Inter-
pational Fund for Ireland, |
and the balance from Bord
Failie and the MITH. ¢

he task force is devising |

g mbw | R W‘u strategy™for
4 entifd 'wa 'rifajrbas:d'qf:n?t]‘r::‘
rs of the finance | key attributes of quictness,

The starting glass

| sioned

histeric monuments like dol-
mens and cranndgs.

An environmental mpac
gtatemnent prepared for the
British and lrish Govern-
ments outlined one of the
wateravay’s principal atfrac-
tions as being the tranguil
countryside it traverses. The
statement noted a “rural set-
ting free from traffic, nose
or pollutien'. Another
repart, this fime commis-
for the Istermational
Fund for Ireland (the IF1 15
one of the project’s Spomn-
sars), estimated that the
restored canal could gencrate

| an additional £45.6 million

in tourist revenue.

The care and mainiainenee
of the new waleryay 1§ ing
shared by the OPW and the

rment of Agriculiure
Morthern  Ireland  (DANI)
The DANI was involved at
the project’s inccpliod, and
the canal represents & majos
art of its waler recrealion
udget. Funds (o promote
the project are being pro-
vided by the IFI, Bord Failte
and the NITB. It is worth
glating, just as Mr Haughey
did, that the new waleraay 15
a worthwhile and solid cross-
border link. For many people
invelved in its planning and
construction, the restored ca-
nal has come 1o symbolise
what can be achieved
throeugh _mm-gmtmmcnml

cO-OPeration.
— Justin Comiskey

f quietness

solitude, wilderness mwstigue
and the sense of adveniure.
These are the qualities whiech
they feel summarnse the ap-
peal of Incland as a whaole for
holidaymakers who Increas-
ingly prefer o seck alterna-
tives 10 mads [ourism.

Bord Failie's development
strategy for the Upper Shan-
non sin is stoongly influ=
enced by the reopening of
the Shannon-Erme wialérway
which is reflected in Uhe allo-
cation of funds totalling £1.8
million, under the Intcrreg
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naliondl.

The OPW has worked in
close co-operation with the
Department of Agriculiure n
Morthern Ircland (DAMN1) on
the project, and now this
newly completed -.n.-.&[mvga
passes through more 1han
miles of scenic and largely
unspoiled countryside
through counties Leitrm,
Cavan and Fermanagh, of-
fering a variety of naviga-
tional ecxpenences as it 15
made up of 2 stillwater ca-
nal, canalised river sections
of the Yellow and Woodford
Rivers, and many fine lakes
including Lowgh Scur and
Garadice Lough,

The waterway is entered
from the River Shannon at
Leitrim 1.rilla%, or from
Upper Lough Erne a couple
of miles from Belturbet, and
has a total of 16 user oper-
ated locks throughout ils sys-
tem. People on m:ismﬁ
holidays can make wse o
toilets, showers, laundrics
and other facilities provided
at six service blocks strategi-

cally placed along the roule, ¢

The complele work was
carricd out smoothly by a
plan drawn up by the OFW
and the DANI, which devel-
oped an excellent working
relationship during the

A

progect, During the [980s a
comprehensive study of the
feasibility of restoring the
navigation befween the
Shannon and the Eme was
undertaken by the OPW,
which decided by 1986 that
restoration was a  dstinet

possibility.
But it would call for sub-
stantial  civil enginesrin

works involving cleanng an

enlarging navigation c¢han-
nels, repairing locks and em-
bankments and
strengthening and rebuilding
bridges for which designs
and estimates wen: drawn
up. In 1989, a decision was
taken by the Ilrish and Brt-
ish Governments 1o carry

PROJECT

 MANAGEMENT

\AND*
DESIGN
OF THE

RESTORATION
OF THE
WATERWAY

WAS UNDERTAKEN

BY

ESB INTERNATIONAL

Stophen Court,
18721 S1. Stephen's Graan,

A stone figure from Boa Island, Lower Lough Erne

out the projest al an esti
mated cost of £30 million,
and the OPW and DANI
were charged with the res-
ponsibility for the naviga-
tion, and the restoration was
delegated 1o the ESB.

by project “mt:yn;:?:i:;

' a group sel up by the

and ilri!l.rilt:;sln Chovernments
and the plan was finally
drafied by the OFW in con-
sultation with DANI. As well
as the local authoritics, tour-
ist boards and fishenes
boards consultation contin-
ued to be held with the Eme
Chamer Boat Association,
the Irish Boat Rental Assock-
ation, the Inland Waterways
Association, the Irish Sailing

creasing demandi Flong ine
river by the tourisiz, the
OPW has had 18 provide the
necessary  infrastracture (0
handle all the business, and
many new moorings have
been  provided. Bygg apart
from the Shannon.Eme de-
velopment, the OpPwW has
been busy developing Lhe
Cirand Canal for navigation
from Dublin to the Baver
Shannon, and has managed
10 make navigable the Royal
Canal — thought 1o be a Lost
cause — from Mullingar fo
the autskins of Dublin. It &
hoped that mawvigation
through the River Liffey and
a link-up with the Grand Ca-
nal will be achieved shorily,
Work 5 also p Ing
:lgl:mduly wislward ;mm Mul-
ingar 10 1 fa the naviga-
tion o Lam-:rrd and mlﬁc
Shannon at Richmond
Harbour.

As far a3 the Shannon-
Erne walerway 15 concerned,
if the initial interest is a reli-
able guide, the future will be

bright indeed. The OPW is
looking forward eagerly 1o
the enge  of working

with the local community
and - with its colleaguaes i
Morthern Ireland to develop
the navigahion Lo its max-

FHALTEL ntial.
piRs — Karl Jones
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ProDUGERS @F IUALITY LITIA TR
— Ermrrm W aTiERwes A
T G404 46530 Fax: 0404 456373

Bord Failte, and: the Northx'

%.] ist " Hpard

the h;EIEt T e e
- projecty” Together,” they

hate 5ol up-a ma;‘:piin:g t

= il

markets for the walerway. A
Q00 three year prame-

; me 15w
¥-Hunm hand, wirh

1hm:~qu:i'_l¢r! of the finance

Failte and the NITR. -

l,... The task force 15 devising
& markieting strategy” for the
entire walervay based on the
key attributes of guietness,

The starting

glass

feel summanse the ap-
al of Irefand as a whole I'Er
Etnlida:.-mak:ﬁ who increas-
imgly prefer to seck alterna-
Lives [0 mass Lourisn,

Bord Failie's development
mrau:ﬁ.}' for the Upper Shan-
non Basin is strongly infla-
enced by the reopening of
the Shannon-Erne walersay
which 15 relleeted in the allo-
cation of funds wotalling £1.5
millien, under the Interreg

ant programme and {rom
the International Fund for

[l‘ll’.‘%‘

o
Pargaw®

For infprmation on thi Shannon-Eme Walanway conlach
Shannon-Erne Waterway Lid.,
Ballinamans, Co Leitrim, Rep. of lreland.

Tel. No: (078) 44855 Fax Mo: (DTE) 44856

J

SLIEVE RUSSEL HOTEL
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

- Crsbding 2, Ingdared,
Telapheone: +3531-1038000
Fa #3531 5516600

Contacs: Bormand O Fedly

=3,

ESB INTERNATIONAL

Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan

150 luxury bedroonss inclading executive suites
Elegant Hestasrants and Enrs

IBHOLE CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE
Golf Shop— Summit Bar and Restauzant — Leisure Pool
Baisnng — Stepmroom - Jacuzz — Tennds — Squash
Fitness Suite — Bnooker - Hair and Beaaty Saloon
Full Conference Facilities

Tel: 048-26444 Fax: (49-26474

CAVAN is taking - Ladies of the Erne, and | cord, selling into the -
AN Ot aking - | Angels Suthesiand of United States, the West O e ot Pl
opening ceremony of the the Shannon-Erne Waterway. | Indies and Continen- These priming funds
new S n-Erne The opening of the new | tal Europe as well as to top havde played & crocial role
which takes watérway coincides with the gueliety Trish retail out- in anracting commercial cap-
lace at Ballyconnell, Co | 25th anniversary of the found- | lets. Apart from blowing their ital imvestment of almost
Elﬁn.ll#lr.ﬁrmlmn— in:ufﬂm:nﬂr{.s:ﬂ.. own glass, they also import | £5.5 million into
t Peter Pollock and public | which bas been building op its | glass and handcat o Shannomside projects  and
:ea;ﬂ.;“ manager, Maric business over the years, and themselves at Cavan, bt the have provided 40 new cruis-
MlcMamee, presented digni- is mow one of Ircland’s leading | mainstay of their business ers and purpose-built holiday
taries at the function with five | cwt-glass crystal operations, | is still the blown and handcat barges, three new marinas
Blawn and handewt Cavan Based in Cavan town, they | crystal designed and cut by and two riverside bars, and
Crystal bowls which have created 84 jobs and their own craftspeople, |1 &n equestrian cenire.
| were handed over by three built up an enviable export re- jl?nl: Smyllie | — Pat Smylile
Ee—
.

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRELAND

As a major supporter,

the International Fund

for Ireland wishes the
Shannon-Erne Waterway,

every success in the future.

For further information please contact:

Jackie Shanks, IF] Secretariat, Telephone Belfast 768832 or
Michael Tierney, IF1 Secretariat, Telephone Dublin 4780655
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