Shannon pioneers can look back

priest stocd
te hill above the
rrer and looked
v, It was hard to
it the wilder-
fizeanna could be
foed but theve were
among~  people
feald know''. that

sreat- de-
Brendan

= fhe
= Nr,
VLRI,

Bijlsinis of Clare
#me - an inter-
part.

I dovn towards
- '- the yu‘ung

2ed the long
Win the strong
- SWeEpt across
Wh while the
@l of the eyr-
% above the
#eds. He stood
oent to lock
i walked on
and back
P . It was
Bream,

=y
1l
N3

5 103%
the
g,

wkile

= -

:"’1” e rieg
b rpfupllors of
*al Foynes, A
fh B E”‘n in the
<hngd, v -

. of Killaloe, the Most Revy

. that is growing up beside

seone has
the
Wistlag through
B the curlews

of fhe earliest transs

One
Atlantic fiving  boats
aff from Foynes,

takes

flyy above the river, the
fantastic dream - has be-
come the wonderful reality
that is Shanhon Inter-
national Airport—the most
Tc}:‘tant link between the

uxu\;l.x'n.".xn ETRRRALTA LR LA LAY

j By e
TOM TOBIN

AL R LR R R R R AR
-

ol world and the new.

For the priest who stood
on ‘the hill 26 wyears ago,
Shannon has become the
parish of to-morrow . .
And one that will be dear
to him always, because he
i Clare's beloveq Bishop

J. Rodgers, D.D. People
from fourteen nationg have
come to make Shannon
their home, new life is be-
ing born in the little town

the river—a tnu.n that wil

+be home to 20,000 people

or more within the next
fifteen wvears And ;
across the fields, where

cattle grazed a short time
ago, there -are thirteen
factories and seven busi-
nesg concerng employing
2,500 men and women.

HISTORY

It iz just 25 wyears ago
thdt the International Air- .
port on the banks of the
River Shannon: had its
beginning . . . It came with

tinuous grpwth.

‘stored _thEltrE
assembled. | packaged and
exported \?zth equal faci-

dre the eqpal of those--on
dny modern airport in any
part of the world.
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then has Heen one of con-
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It might be said that
one of Shanrdon's most c-uj:—
standing. claimg to fame 18

that in 1947 it bécame the
world's t Gilstums-ﬁ‘rea
Airport: ﬁ.%; guch, its free

trade zonelis exempt frum
the existing laws reldting
to the import and export
of all sortd of goods—with
the obvicoug exceptions of
such items as narcotlcs
and armEI

brought iptg this area

free of a‘!lcustﬂma duties

and taxes, They can hé

indefinitely,

lity. |

Shannon| "Airport never
sleeps. [Its restaurant,
bank, :lutj..r free shop, medi-
cal | angd  |other ' services
operate - right round the

clock. Ope atlc:-na:ii speak-
ing, .Shanmnon's -facilities

latest landmn' aids, visual
and t*tent“c-m.-: are pPro-
vided, ang lits five conerete
runways, -including
special 10,000 feet one fcur
jets, can apcommodate the
ziirliuers-, flying
to-day. '
All  trans-Atlantig ' air
traffic east of 30 -degrees
W m&rid.ilin (up to the
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the pioneers of the regular
trans-Atlantic serviceg —

the fiying hoats which
gained for Foynes a place
of permanence; in com-
mercial aviation history.

The Government, antici-
patifig. correctly the even-
tual dominance of land
planes,” did not continue
the development of Foynes
but concentrated instead
on the building of a new
Hl]"i'.‘ll'_".'-!‘t at Rl'l‘.lEE.'!‘.II'lH ACTOES
the- river.

Surveys of thigs area
ivere undertaken as early
as 1935 and initial con-
struction began shortly
afterwards. The imme-

diate post-war wyears saw

Shannon sufficiently well
d&vﬂtﬂped to cater for ‘Lhi:
great itrans-Atlantic air-
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Tha first of the trans-Atlantic
alrliners Innds nt Shannon
Alrport—t Pun American

ipper.
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limit of Irish air space) is

-controlled |directly by
Shannon | Oceanic . Area
Contrel in co-operation
with itz British counter-
part at Hrestwick (Scot-
land). Close liaison is
mamtamr; with Gander
Dceanw

to. ensure both east-
bn nd and west-bonnd
traffic passes from one
arta to another with ade-
“gquate SE.paratmn of air-
craft _ .
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Shamm:l ‘has .E_ne-:,ﬂma
Irgland's |shop - window.
hin itg| duty-free -‘area,
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an Aladdin’s Cave is open. airport - went into com- blessed Shannen's first
to travellets in search| of mercial® operation in 1989 National. School for the
hlgh-qu;rllty goods at bar- and has since played an children of the growing
gain prices.. More impor- important part in the town. The new £36,000
tant, the Irish Government, development of North school marks the beginning §
through the Shannon Free Atlantic aviation. Te-day, of a new era at Shannon

Airport: Development C
pany Ltd. - offers m n*_i.r
to businegs-
men to set up industries]in
the n E arby industijal
estate.

Expansion nf the indus-
trial " estate continues. (A
further |. -eight stan

factory | bays are in
course i+ of
which,

16
construction,
" when completed,

will bring|the total factory

space to| 647,000 square
Another important
benefit resulting from
Ehannc-n_bl' g e pgraphical
pr:rSitmn '13 its suitability

iz &n mternr-tmnal ware-
house: -

THE AIRLINES

" But it Tnust be stredsed
that it; wag the airlines

‘that made Shannon Air-
port the crossroads of the
world. Shannon was not
long in-existence when it
became : known as the
Gateway to Europe—an
nhviausiiﬂe in view of its
geographic position ' be-
tween two great continents.

REGULAR STOP

The visionary concept to
establish Shannon came at
a time 'n.‘nen 1here Was no
commergial air. service
across the Atlantic. Amon
thogse who recommende

"the present site were Col.
Charles A. Lindberg and
*Juan Trippe, President of
Pan American World Air-
ways: The location hag a
very low fog incidence and
no terrain obstacles. : The

more than 20 airlines are
regilar users of Shannon
Airport . . . and it.is be-
coming -a regular stop for
some of the best-known
charter services.
I
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Changing patterns have
had their effect on Shan-

i

" The Constellation St Brendan
Ahe beginning of the Irish
Internatiomal Alrlines” service
linking - Ireland and America.
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non . - - but instead of the
shost-town that so many
forecast with the advent
of the jet-age, the airport
hag thrived-dnd continues
to expand. Thig Silver
Jubilee year will be re-

- membered as one of the

bus;est in the- jet-age
period. Mord and more

aircraft from .gll parts of
the world are flying in and
out of Shannon and there

are even greater prospects

for the fuhire. RB.Q.A.C.
are using the airport as a
training centre for their
V.C. 10 crews—a scheme
that will mean much to
Shannon over the next few
years and one that upholds
the solid. faith that Im-
perial Airways placed in
Shannen in the early days
of its development.

The Duty Free shops
were never busier. In fact,
all previous records will
be broken by the end of
this year. New hotels have
sprung up to surround the
great complex and provide
every facility for the
growing numbers of
tourists,

THE DREAM

And on the hill above
the - river, His Lordship,
Muost Rev. Dir. Rodgers, saw
vet another phase of the
“fantaslic dream™ of ‘quar-
ter of a century ago vome
true  recenily when e

Airport. By 1870, it is ex-|
pected ‘Ll"'a: 4,000 people’
will be liv :“g there and
aver the mext 15 vears that
fizure shcu]& grow  to

20,004 . mavbe more. . : .
Tt wos the Chairmss. 6f Shannon'sg :]'Dlﬂ in com- Shannen Alrp n:i_! el ol
g LIk i : ba g ! tower—A landmiarld knawn
Shannon FI'E-*‘ Airport De- mercial  awiation — .who girmen tha '1:':1|.-'Ie!: :::: ’
velopment Company, Mr. referred to “the future il :
Brendan O'Regan — the city of Shannon” at 'a
man who pinced his faith recent function . . . It mayv few are ml]:rg ‘Lt:- iTnob

on the importance of seem fantastic now, but the dream .of| to-day.

The beginning of' -
Trans-Atlantic flying
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The Mayo Composite, one of the earliest trans-Atlar-is ﬂviugl.'marﬂ{ium.
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picnesring days, the big problem was getting the fvings boats into the iy wiih
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being prenared for "take-off" at Foynes in the early devs of n “;.1m{u
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2 Tha angswer.

both using full throttle for the take-off. When thov wore $1fvh1 in 1111* 11y
ol over e Atlantic, the smaller planc would be relzaged and would return
t Famee, "
net prove Ikl per cent smeceasinl, Bowersr 200 51 woas deciding
furl the big Hying boats In the air—a task (har cilisg for the crdutesi) =
varge Greap Capt. Gealirey Dason was e disivg oo o perforif i
Peration oo ooumd pneting the pioneering dvisg y Capl. 1;11;1:_-
Bogere and Ghaprt Detald Bennott—who beeame persenantios in aviation history.




