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If the relationship between Ireland and the United States
is special, that between Ireland’s Mid-West and America
is extra-special. Shannon has helped make Shannonside
perhaps the most “American” of regions. Certainly with
our trans-Atlantic airport and our American-enriched
economy, we are unusually susceptible to the effects of
shifts in US policy. So where do we stand now in rela-
tionship to America? Limerick Leader editor BRENDAN
HALLIGAN asked Ambassador James C Kenny. Here are

their exchanges, word-for-word ...
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detainees through Irish airports or
Irish airspace in vieolation of Ireland’s
sovereignty There is simply no evi-
dence that we have done otherwise
and the Irish government has spoken
very clearly on this subject, that it has
not granted permission for such
flights. This is a non-issue promoted
by activists with a political agenda
and there is simply no real evidence to
support their claims.

Shannon’'s Irag connection has
generated controversy. How do you

At home in
Limerick:
Ambassador
James C.
Kenny (LL)

arms, munitions of war, or, in general,
of anj,rthing which can be of use to an
army or a fleet.” Even during the
Vietnam War, when the United States
clearly was at war with another coun-
trv, Ireland was able to allow US
troops to transit Shannon Airport
without violating its neutrality if we
follow the terms of the 1907 Hague
Convention.

Is anti-Americanism a problem?
For some people, ] am sure thisis a
factor, but I think it is mainly just the
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che US-Irish Open Skies provisions
; the US-EU aviation agreement ’
would be a to both our countries

airlines, a iravellers, busi-
ties and

overall economies. The most immedi-
ate benefit would be to enable Irish
carriers to fly from any point in the
Eurepean Union to any point in the
United States, not just the handful of

S cities now permitted under bilat-
eral arrangements. The phase-out of
the dual gateway ]}u}icg would also
allow both Irigsh and US carriers to
provide a level of service that is deter-
mined by market demand, -

We believe demand in the Shannon
region for trans-Atlantic travel will
persist, especially given the presence
of US multinational firms in the
region and the region’s attractiveness
for tourism. Shannon's managers
appear to understand the evolving sit-
uation and are already positioning the
airport to take advantage of the new
commercial opportunities that Open
Skies will make possible. Our
Embassy is working with the Irish
Government on ulgagrading US Cus-
toms and Border Protection (CBP)
Screening operations at Shannon and
Dublin, which will give both airports
an advantage in competing with other
European airports for trans-Atlantic
traffic. Currently, Ireland is the only
country in Europe to offer pre-clear-
ances for passengers going to the US.

The economy of Ireland’s Mid-
West is, as you well know, largely
dependent on multinational invest-

‘ment, especially American invest-

ment. How do you see this situa-
tion evolving in an increasingly
globalised world?

As many independent and Irish
(Government-commissioned studies
have pointed out, Ireland faces both
challenges and opportunities in its bid
to remain an attractive destination for
foreign direct investment, including
from US firms. A good portion of
global manufacturing has already
passed to fast-growing developing
countries like China and India, where
labour costs are generally lower than
in the developed world. These coun-
tries boast increasingly sophisticated
industrial and services sectors that
are hungry for foreign investment.

Against this backdrop, the challenge
for Ireland, particularly in the Mid-
West, is to remain competitive in a
global context. Ireland already has
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land must also become a higher-value,
knowledge-based economy in which
the advantages for investors continue
to uutweiigm the costs of doing busi-
ness. Such an economy depends criti-
cally on education since future jobs
here are not likely to be in manufac-
turing as that can be done more
cheaply farther east. Low-skilled jobs
are rapidly disappearing in Ireland, so
fﬂu need to minimise the number of

ow-skilled people by cutting the
dropout rate and raising the skill lev-
els of secondary school graduates.

More and more US milit
flights are passing through Shan-
non. What's your take on that?

Shannon Airport is a commercial
arrangement that has been in place
for decades. Qur soldiers enjoy pass-
ing over Ireland and stopping into
Shannon as the food is good, the pub is
nice, the souvenirs are great to take
home to their kids, and everyone
speaks English. Service to our planes

" is also excellent and the fuel is clean.

It’s a business arrangement that suits
everyone.

But it is not by any means a political
deal. There are dozens of airports in
Europe that could do the job just as
well, and we could easily use them if
we have to do so. If we were denied
access to Shannon, it would have
absolutely no impact on our military
activities in Iraq in support of the
democratically-elected government
there or any other military activities
anywhere in the world. What it would
impact is hundreds of jobs in the Lim-
erick area, but it will have zero impact
on military operations in Iraq.

Instead, Ireland should be proud to
support the people of Irag under UN
Security Council Resolution 1546,
which calls on member states to sup-
port the multinational forces in Iragq,
of which the United States is a very
proud and visible part. The interna-
tlonal community is helping the sover-
e1gn government of Iraq to establish
security and bring peace and stabil-
ity—and ultimately prosperity—to
people who have been suffering for
decades under the tyranny of Saddam
Hussein.

Any time I am at Shannon, and [ see
the men and women of the multina-
tional forces resting during their lay-
over, I feel a great sense of pride in the
work they are doing to make life bet-
ter, safer, and more secure for the peo-
ple of Irag. I would hope that the peo-
ple of Ireland would feel that same
Just sense of pride in playing a role in
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He presented his cre-
dentials to the Presi-
dent of Ireland, Mary

McAleese, at Aras an

Uachtarain on Octobe
31, 2003.

Before his appoint-
ment, he was executive
vice-president of
Kenny Construction
Company and presi-
dent of Kenny Man-
agement Services,
Kenny Construction
Company, founded in
1927, is involved in
building projects
across the US. Kenny
Management Services
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a Salvation Army
award for the Tree of
Lights -campaign in
2001. He was also
selected as one of
Crain’s Chicago Busi-

ness “40 Under 407
Outstanding Execu-
tives.

After his appoint-
ment as Ambassador
to Ireland; he received
the Flax Trust Award
in 2004. The Flax Trust
was formed in Belfast
in 1977 and is the
largest community
regeneration project
in the whole of Ire-
land. Lynn University
and the American Col-
lege  Dublin also
awarded Ambassador
Kenny an honorary
Doctor of Humane Let-
ters in 2005.

Ambassador Kenny
received his Bachelor
of Science degree in

~Business Administra-

tion from Bradley Uni-
versity in Peoria, Il1li-
nois. He and his wife,
Margaret, have four
children. '
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crimes tribunals have as well. For

This is simply not an issue. First, let
example, when Slobodan Milosevic

me say that renditions are legal and

dence that we have done otherwise
and the Irish government has spoken
very clearly on this subject, that it has
not granted permission for such
flights. This is a non-issue promoted
by activists with a political agenda
and there is simply no real evidence to
support their claims.

Shannon’s Iraq connection has
generated controversy. How do you
view the Irish media’s treatment of
this issue?

Most media in the world, including
American media, simply do not tell
the full story of what is going on in
Iraq today. Almost all the violence is
taking place in the so-called “Sunni
Triangle,” an area that composes four
of Iraqg’s 18 provinces. Most of Iraq is
at peace, is rebuilding, is relatively
safe and secure, schools and busi-
nesses are open and functioning, and
even real estate prices are going up
every day. ‘

Media tend to focus on conflict. A
car bomb or kidnapping is a more
interesting story than a school -:-Enj:rn-
ing and educating hundreds of chil-
dren safely without any incidents.
Rebuilding a vital bridge or repairing
a crucial oil pipeline is not nearly as
visual or “newsworthy” as a suicide
bomber’s devastating wake.

Ireland recognizes the government
of Irag. Full sovereignty was restored
to Irag on June 30, 2004, in UNSC Reso-
lution 1546. Iragis voted THREE times
with huge turnouts to elect a govern-
ment and approve the most progres-
sive constitution in the ‘Arab world.
They did so at considerable risk to life
and limb. In fact, a higher percentage
of Iragis voted in their first and most
dangerous election than voted in
recent elections in either Ireland or
the United States! There can be no
question of the government’s legiti-

. Macy.

American and other multinational
forces are in Iraq with the agreement
and approval of both the legitimate
government of Irag and the United
Nations. What more can anyone ask?

Finally, there is no issue here of
neutrality, either. We are not at war
with Iraq or with Afghanistan. We are
helping those governments to fight
terrorism and insurgency. There are
no state-to-state conflicts in either the-
atre. Thus, there is no legal issue
around the concept of neutrality,

I would like to point out one other
thing. Our notions of neutrality in
International law come mainly from
the 1907 Hague Convention Respecting
the Rights and Duties of Neutral Pow-

Vietnam War, when the United States
clearly was at war with another coun-
try, Ireland was able to allow US
troops to transit Shannon Airport
without violating its neutrality if we
follow the terms of the 1907 Hague
Convention.

Is anti-Americanism a problem?

For some people, I am sure this is a
factor, but I think it is mainly just the
ideology of being opposed to war,
Although the anti-war activists often
show little consistency in their opposi-
tion to war, we can generally count on
them to be opposed all the time to
every US military action, even when
approved by the United Nations, as is
the case with Iraq today Given that we
often see the same small group of ’I%I;:Dl
testors marching against the Bin Tax,
gas pipelines in County Mayo, phone
masts, anything that has to do with_
Israel, and other assorted issues, it is
hard not to see that anti-globalisation
and opposition to capitalism color
their thinking.

As is so often the case with such
activists, a small unelected group of
ideologues claims to speak for the peo-
ple, with the result that a %mu of five
or ten protestors or a couple of guys
unrolling a sign rts to “speak for
the people of Ireland.” I do not find
their attitudes and beliefs to be sup-
ported by most Irish so I do not think
the Irish overall are by any means
anti-American.

Being ethnic Irish, you are natu-
rally at home in h»ei;m];t and obvi.
ously enjoying your job. But w

about your m‘.gfe and family—how

long will they allow you stay here?

My wife, Margaret, and our three
kids who live here love it! They have
made it clear they will gladlﬂ sta]{ here
as long as [ want. Our fourth child is
in university studies in the States, so
she does not have to face this issue.

However, all US ambassadors serve
at the pleasure of the President, so I
will continue to serve here as long as
President Bush wishes me to do so.

As a general rule, our appointments
are for three years, but it is entirely
up to the President.

If President Bush wishes me to
serve our country elsewhere or in
another capacity, [ will glad]i doso
and my family will support at deci-
sion. If he wishes me to stay in Ire-
land and continue the important work
we are doing, I will gladly do so and
my family will support that decision.
Or, I may return to private life. In any

case, our first priority is to serve our
nation and support the good work that
President Bush is doing in advancing
freedom and democracy around the
world and the Peace Process in North-
ern Ireland.

economy?

ers and Persons in Case of War on
Land. In Chapter 1, Article 7 of that
Convention, it states that “a neutral
power is NOT called upon to prevent
the export or transport, on behalf of
one or other of the belligerents, of

was capiured in Serbia and returned
to The Hague to face trial for war
crimes in Kosovo, that was a rendition
as Serbian law did not have an extra-
dition procedure in place,

That said, we would never bring

they are sometimes necessary in the
pursuit of terrorists and war crimi-
nals. We have done them—we do not
deny that—but they are rare. Many
countries have done renditions, too,
including EU members, and war

numerous strengths that have made supporting the people of Iraq as called
the country an ideal base for multina- for g;; the United Nations.

tional firms looking to expand their

global operations. These strengths _ And alleged “rendition” land-
Include pro-business government poli- ings?
cles, strong rule of law, industrial

What is the justification for military flights through Shannon? And what of our local
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