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phates entering our lakes and
show how those phosphates can
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ingredients of the detergent.
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help to reduce pollution.
The need for increase

By PADDY
ORONEY

THE Minister for
Transport, Energy and
Communications,
Michael Lowry, has hit
back at critics of
Shannon, the the wake of
his visit there.

He had flown down to
the airport fo announce an
investment and expansion
programme, which would
ultimately reach the £50m
mark, all going well.

The scheme not only
envisaged a major upgrad-

ing of passenger and han-
dling facilities at the air-
port, but also the com-
mencement of work, next
year, of a major new road
system ouiside the termi-
nal building.

The new programme
would have an impact on
employmeént  in the
Limerick areca and the
Shannon locality.

In particular, the
Minister has been notably
critical of the stance taken
by local Dail deputy Tony
Killeen, in a statement
critical of the governmenL

A statement from the

Department of Transport,

Energy and
Communications,
declared: “Traffic at

Shannon is very buoyant,
attributable in large par to
initiatives taken by mr
Lowry over the last five
years.,”

It added: “Mr Lowry
has repeatedly emphasised
the need for close altention
o cost effectiveness in all
the State companies for
which he is responsible.”

Minister Lowry himself
elaborated: “Aer Rianta is
a very successful State
company, returning high
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Shannon: Lowry
hits at critics X

profits before tax in all
recent years — almost
E130 million over the last
five years. It was £37.5
million, last year,

“The company is pro-
jecting continuing high
profits for the next five
years."

He pointed out: “Traffic
at Shannon increased by
18% for the first half of
this year, over the corre-
sponding period, last year.

“All the indications are
that the growth figure for
the full year, 1996, will be
even higher.

"Financing the develop-
ment programme  for
Shannon — £23.5 million
over the years to 2001 —
is well within the capabili-
ty of Aer Rianta,”

But he emphasised: “lt
15 not correct to give the
impression that there is no
EU funding for Shannon.”

The Minister claborated:
“The ranspon Operational
Programme 19941999
provides for European
Regional Development
Fund (ERDF) assistance
towards total expendilure
of £38 million at the three
State-owned airpons.,

“Allocation of this
ERDF aid between the
three airports is kept under
close and conlinuing
review by Aer Rianta, in
the light of traffic and oth-
er developments.”

Bustling
week for
estuary

LAST week was a busy
week for shipping in the
estuary, with 15 ships using
five ports in the eatua

]Etmnl}l paort t'|‘1|=!rir wWas
not in use this week was
Tarben. -

Four ships cams into
Limerick. One carmied chip-
board and one timber. The
other two, from Whitcgate,

carried petrolium products,
and gas/oil,

Two ships carrying avia-
tion fuel docked in
Shanpom, and a ship camry-
ing «<¢oal docked at
Moneypoint.

Foynes was busy with a
ship from Gdansk carrving
coal, Two ships took on
cargoes, while a fourth was
in por as part of & survey,

One ship docked at
Aughinish camrying Bauxite
from Kamsar for the
Alumina plant. Three ships
loaded cargoes of Alumina
at Auginish. All three were
bound for Eotterdam.
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