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Government retains
~ Shannon stopover

| By Jim Dunne

THE compulsory stop at Shannon
airport for all transatlantic flights
is to continue for the foreseeable
future, and there will be no direct
access to Dublin from American
airports, the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Comimunica-
tions, Mrs Maire Geoghegan-
Quinn, has announced,

Aer Lingus had now accepted
that the Shannon stop was in its
best interests, Mrs Geoghegan-
Quinn claimed yesterday, a rever-
sal of the airline's earlier attitude.
‘Aer Lingus has refused to com-
ment on the Minister’s statement.

“Wir Paul Sheane, the chiel exec-
utive of Shannon Development,
said that as the country’s desig-
nated transatlantic  gatcway,

Shannon had a pivotal role to.

play in achieving an ordered and
regionalised spread of economic
development in Ireland.

The decision was bitterly con-
demned by Mr Tom Cofiey of the
Fly Dublin Direct committee.
Airlines would continue to by-
pass Ireland, he said, and “'she
(the Minister) may well go down
in history as the person who de-
livered the coup de grace 10 AcCr
Lingus”. Mr Ted Mu hy, chair-
man of the Irish Airline Pilots
Association, which also favoured
a change in the Shannon policy,
said: “i am amazed, to say the
very least.” '

Bord Failte, which had advo-
cated the ending of the stopover,
commented that getting the level
of growth from North America
which Ireland needed would be
more difficult now, but *‘as a State
body we must accept today’s deci-
sion by Government .. . "

Mrs Geoghegan-Quinn  re-af-
firmed the traditional Shannon
status and also announced the set-
ting up of a special tra

‘direct access to Dhublin.
contrary, she adi:d, she knew of

ffic develop-.

ment task force for Shannon
Airport with a budget of £1 mil-
lion over the next Lwo ycars.

The Minister szid it was wrong
to suppose that therc was a queuc
of American airlines lining up for

no airline that wanted direct ac-
cess. Mrs Geoghegan-Quinn de-
nied there had been “inexplicable
delays” in reaching yesterda 's de-
cision, though on taking office in
March she had promised early
action.

People in the reg.on, she went on,
had pood reason for believing that
o allow Aer Lingus and US carri-
ers to overfly Shannon would
result in the Wes: of Ireland being
excluded from the itinerary of U5
tourists.

See also page 8
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