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Aviation at Shannon
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Shannon Developments new chief
executive, Paul Sheane, tells ANNA

NOLAN about the plans for the Shan-
non Free Zone, which has effectively
doubled in size

; NE of the first im-
Sprnve:mcnts that
hannon Development

made to the new orld
Aviation Park site in Shan-
pon was to plaat trees.

“The new park is going to

look quite different to the
existing Free Zone, which
was planned and developed
on a Sixties base and has
faily standard terraced
factories,” says Paul Sheane,
Shannon Development’s new
chief executive.. “Companies
now want stand-alone build-
ings, very much to their own
design, and lots of trees.”:
- Having had the trees
planted, Shannon Develop-
ment then got busy with
providing roads, water and
services. Initially, 0 acres of
the 110 acre site zre being
nrovided witiv ini-zctructurs,
The Shanncn Inurbine
Technologies building, stand-
ing on approximately eight
acres of this first 30, is
already well advanced.

STT, a US $42 million
joint venture between ‘Guin-
ness Peat Aviation (GPA)
and Sulzer Brothers of Swit-
zerland, was the first com-
pany to declare its intention
to set up
The World Aviation Park is
now part of the Shannon
Free Zone, following
approval by the EC late last
year and the signing of an
order by the Minister for
Tourism, Transport and
Communications,: Mrs- Maire
Geoghegan-Quinn, and the
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in the new Park.-

milestone for Shannon,” Mr
Sheane said.

He also says he is pleased
with the Aviation Task Force
report statement that Shan-
non will have over 5,000
aviation jobs by the end of
the century. “1 am happy
that this is a realistic projec-
tion, one that doubles the
base for employment in the
Shannon Free ne,”
Mr Sheane. “And don’t for-
get that these are direct jobs
which will produce indirect
ones.” .,

Planning for an aviation
cluster in Shannon was well
under way long before the
Culliton report made the
cluster concept topical. “On
the industrial development
side we are always lookin
for specific opnortuniiies,’
cuplaine M Sheane  'ohan-
non has alwane i',.":L!_:n nanie
in international aviation, and
we had built up an aviation-
related base through com-
panies such as GPA, SRS
and SPS." 1

But that building up had
come about through a SEries
of one-off agreements With
individual companies. ‘‘We
accepted that we needed to
get above the level of one-
offs, and this view Wwas
endorsed by the Minister for
Industry and Commerce, Mr
Desmond O’Malley, two
years ago. To do this we
naeded a particular push, a
specific focus on the sector,
similar to that ‘taken .with
electronics 20 years ago,” he
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High-tech: airframe compenen

we decided that the Zone
needed to be extended,”

says Mr Sheanc.
“The case was made to

Brussels on the basis of new
opportunities for Ireland, and
of tying in with ideas in
Brussels on regional devel-
opment,” he adds.

Shannon Development’s
plans to ..focus .on  aviation
opportunities were _laid be-
fore the Gulf War EruEt_eg

Shannon Litd.

and Shannon Turbine
Technologies. “If we can do
this well immediately after
the Gulf War, we will do
even better when the world-
wide aviation sector picks up
again.”

He was also quick to issue
a public statement of the
agency’s _confidence in the

stability .of ' GPA . after ‘the -

surprise . Withdrawal - of _its

share issue in June. GPA is
ey AfF tTeat imecTance 103

......

ts being manufactured using CNC milling technology at Acromil,

country’s first chair in
aviation engineering at the
University of Limerick. The
academic involvement in the
aviation sector is a crucial
part of the attraction of the
region, according to Paul
Sheane.

take-off ~speed as

component manufactur-
ing centre for the worldwide
aerospace industry. As the
infrastructure is Eeing built
up, Shannon is reaching the
critical mass stage.

The newest projects to
start up at Shannon have
moved forward the frontiers
of high technology manufac-
turing techniques for the
area. Acromil, a US-owned
company, which started on
the Shannon Free Zone re-
cently, is already employing
about 13 people and is
scheduled to build up to 90
jobs by 1995. The company
15 making structural airframe
components, which are up to
about 20 feet long, “‘carved”
from aluminium blocks.

The computer-controlled
milling machines being used
are the largest of their king
in Ireland; in effect, Acroms
is a largc machine shop by
Irisn standards. Tellingly, iis
initial work is for Boeing 737
and 747 aircraft, but wher
the company is fully opera-
tional at Shannon, it intends
to bid for work with_the
European-based Airbus
Industrie consortium.

Acromil epitomises the
nature of aircraft component

.manufacture: the parts have

to have minimum weight, yet
high precision, to.  ensure
maximum strength. Yet the
main economic benefit to the
Shannon region of these
incoming and established
aerospace component make:s
is the employment they pro
vide, since few source large
volumes of raw materials
locally.
A recently announced
roject for Shannon was C &
Ireland, an offshoot of the
largest independent manufac-
turer in the US of aircraft
interiors. Its business plan
calls for 400 jobs in six years
time.
Some component com-
anies are well established at
hannon. Befab Safeland, in
the Free Zone, is US-owned
and makes aircaft arresting

Component manu-
facturing is taking
off rapidly at Shan-
non. HUGH ORAM
takes a look at
some of the com-
panies based there

systems, vital at the landing

stage of flights.
Westinghouse Electric
Systems and Logistics,

another US company, makes
aircraft test equipment. The
American SPS Hi-Life com-
pany, also on the Free Zone,
makes high precision tools.
Unusually for components
manufacturers in the area,
Fabricated Products on’ the
Smithstown industrial estate,
near the airport, making
sheet metal and machined
components, is Irish-owned.
Virtually all existing compo-
nent manufacturing firms at
Shannon are US controlled.

A handful of manufac-
turers are located in the
region, but some distance
from Shannon, BMS Ireland,
in Limerick, makes elec-
tronic memory torque
tooling, while In Power
Europe, which designs and
manufactures modular power
converter systems, is based
on the National Tﬂchnﬂlnﬁ'—
cal Park at Plassey. The
Wire Weavers Ireiand com-
Ea_my* in Abbeyfeale, Co
imerick, makes wire mesh
for jet engine applications.
Sonietimes, joint ventures
are the norm; Essco Collins
of Kilkishen, Co Clare, is
Irish-American, making
ground based radomes.

The prime apostle of joint
ventures at Shannon is, of
course, the GPA group.

GPA Technologies was set
up in 1989 and is now in-
volved in five joint venture
rojects, the most spectacu-
ar of which is Shannon
Aerospace, whose vast new
hangar dominates the north-
ern approaches to the air-
port. GPA has the financial

B Bits and pieces
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expertise, and the contacts
with the worldwide aviation
business, and sees an ideal
marriage from linking up
with technically qualified
companies, like the Sulzer
Brothers for the Shannon
Turbine Technologies com:

pany, soon to go into
production, :

Mr Niall Greene, chief
executive of GPA

Technologies, says that when
all current GPA projects at
Shannon are completed, they
should be employing about
1,500 people, or nearly a
uarter of the projected total
in the National Aerospace
Task Force report.

But all the joint ventures
in which GPA Technologies
is involved are designed for
maintenance, overall and
spare parts provision; none is
a component manufacturer.
The sanfic:in% element  will
continue to feature strongly
it the Shannon prospectus,
attracting recent arrivals like
Conair, a Canadian company
specialising in firefighting
aircraft. It set up its Euro-
pean base at Shennon last
winter; this summer, its floet

of helicopters took off from

Shannon for forest
firefighting contracts in such
European countries as
France, Italy, Portugal and
Spain. :

For this service-based
company, which also adapts
aircraft for firefighting use,
Shannon is the ideal half-way
base between it: hea’-
quarters in Brtish Columias.
western Canada, and s
summer contracts in
southern Europe.

Two Shannon Develop-
ment executives pinpoint the
likely growth areas for com-
onent manufacturing. Mr

ichael Leydon, manager,
international industry ~ pro-
jects, and Mr Gerry Fitz-
maurice, projects executive,
say that development pos-
sibilities exist for making a
whole ran%e of components
for aircraft manufacturers,
and for airport control
equipment. ;
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The World Aviation Park is
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approval by the EC late last | Desmond ©O’Malley, two of tying in with lfieas llﬂ again. i ‘ : E?%]E?;é accoraing 4 ki g naﬂaz;caft ~ﬂwtn_ﬂ ern approaches to the air- | and for airport control

year and the signing of an | years ago. To do this we Brussels on reglona devel- He i:'-[ﬂﬁ ﬂtﬂﬂ quick to 1ssue ; arresting | port. GPA has the financial | equipment.

order by the Minister for | neceded 2 particular push, a opment,” he adds. . 1 a puthe & 3‘_;'%111&111& of the r . -t

Tourism, Transport and | specific focus on the sector, Shannon Development s agebqqys ; EQFGFEAM;E o

Communications,: Mrs-Maire | similar to that. taken .with | plans to.focus. .on aviation | Sta ihty" of, hds r=‘*?ﬂﬂrf‘ 40E Al

Geoghegan-Quinn, and the | electronics 20 years ago,”’ he | opportunities Were. laid Dbe- sﬁrrr:nqe it }awa--(ﬁﬁﬁ 3¢ |

Minister for Finance, Mr | says. fore the Gulf War erupted 5{ a.Ei ”’5"_.16 ""l ans AFaca o

Bertie Ahern, earlier this In the reshuffle of respon- | With 1ts consequent nosedive _g;;:ary O E ]émﬁmnf e

year. sibilities between the IDA | in the aviation business. | SH2NNCT b e et B

Irha.  Aviati .. | and Shannon Development | While admitting the timing is | drive 1O attract awation- :
Bio. Axiation PerX glsde:;jd hny Mr D’Mal!ep},r two | unfortunate, E,Mr Sheane | related business, both for its |

located at Ballycasey, 2 mile
0 awa) Shannon
Airport on the Limerick side.
An even bigger site, almost
200 acres night beside the
airport, has been also added,

or so away from

years ago, while the promo-
tion of the region to Overseas
industry broadly reverted tO
the IDA, Shannon Develop-
ment retained responsibility

stoutly maintains that the
business will improve. “We
would be confident that the
present difficulty is just one
of the blips that occur in
aviation and that there will

international stature -and for
the wholehearted support
that founder Tony Ryan has
iven the project. In fact, Dr
%},an was one of the imfti-
ators of the concept, stating

ivel Subling the | for aviation-related industry. _ . :

gf’:aﬂnc;;ﬂ {‘reg uzhaneg from «“The Shannon Free Zone be an average five per cent | publicly “EE*“ I‘;';?;ﬁ d Wﬂﬁ "13

“bout 300 to about 600 acres. | has lots of attraction for | growth, he says. , misggmmeya Hisjor ceztﬁauin

Shannon Aerospace, which | aviation companies — finan- He points to the list of ?I?e S ivias Bviatios

needs access to the runway | cial advantages, uniquely for | overseas aviation-sector l

in order to be able to receive | both manufacturing and ser- | companies that have recently o S e s

planes for maintenance work, | vice industries, and a good | announced their intentions of Fiﬂ‘ f-'.'m’l 45 IRl iy E O

tlocated here, and begins | skills base. Pt it was totally | staiiing up in Shannon, of LSS Lnliou. HE eI o

ite first contract in Sep- | developed and ihere was no | recently started up there, | velated vusintcss al Shannon Il

te.nber. ihe signing of the | space to attract 2 large new | including Acromil, C&D, | over the last ihree wyeors ||

extansion order was a major | wave of aviation industry, so | Conair, Shannon Aerospares alone, GPA eadowed the ||
4

THE SHANNON Free | /" — But what of the advent of
| Zone is the only part of r
. Jreland where an 5 1
aircrait ieasing company can _
\_

the Single Mark~t? s

“There are no changes ||
offer bath wet (crewed and
faun-creved) leases and

coming about on January Ist,
1993 which specifically affect
dr{ 1
gtill be liable for only 10 per-
cent corporation profits tax

the Shannon Frez Zone duty
on boih activities — just one

® situation, and the normal

duty deferral advantages

: : . applicable to the SFZ wail

| of the }r.:my ﬁqanmla] advan- continue to operate, where
tages of operating there. _

operators have the flexibility
Any manufacturing com-

to pay duty on the lands or
nany, anywhere in Ire and, is

selling out price, and duty
| . eligible for the reduced 10 may %e: deferred indefinitely
- per-cent corporation profits

ad

ANNA NOLAN reports on the unique

combination of financial incentives for’ goods which are not in

tax rate. Within the Shannon which is drawing aviation companies to rocess, but being ware-

. Free Zone, as within the Sh oused on the Zone,”
International Financial Ser- annon Michael Leydon said.

vices Centre in Dublin, cer: _ ‘One financial advantage

tain international financial - _ : that Shannon. lost indthe iLaee

companies must Dbe compared with £72 In the Budget was exemption from

services are also eli%hlc for

the 10 per cent rate. but only UK, £55 in France, £62 in

Spain and £57 in Portugal tax on dividends

income

internationally-orientated,
payable to shareholders on

actively controlled and

within the Shannon Free ] '
Zone are both activites manezgﬂd locally, and provide Another financial 2dvan- | o5gec earned before April
carried out, which, allied to | @gT levels of employment | tage that Shannon shares 5th, 1990. One-third of the

and usage of Shannon airport | with the rest of the countr¥ | 4ividends are now liable for

the duty free port status, t
‘ is double taxation agree-

— in other words, brassplate income tax in the present tax

‘ves the area a particular . . th

exibility and attractiveness | operations are not welcome. | ments with the eight %FT J: year, two-thirds next vear,

to tha aviation sector. Mr . Leydon cites the | EC. countries, five ¥ and all of them after April
countries, and Zpusira‘ie, 5th, 1994,

following examples of quali-
fying companies: customer
support activities, includin
distribution and order fulfil-
ment; international head-

Ali the usual manufactur-
ing grants and incentives to
industry generally available
in Ircland are, of course, on
offer in Shannon as well.

Canada, Cyprus, Japan, New
Zealand, E’Ekistan, the US

and Zambia. L
For all compani€s in Shan-

All the financial incentives
are obtainable throughout the
entire Shannon Free Zone,
which has recently doubled

These include capital, | quarters for sales, accounts | non, goods from non-EC L il
employment, training, re- | and administration; publish- countries are imported duty * :
free into Shannon for storage Under an order signed by

search and development and | Ing; telemarketing; G A ey o
i it

Duty is only

o rent reduction grants. import/export trade; aircraft | or rocessing. LY A
“And, in certain circum- | managr "0t, trading, leas- | paid when gﬂﬂg’:" f"’tﬂrut?!’ IEE":E Transposfea “tod éf“ﬂ“ma' = Aer Lingus b ; e A , . :
stances, non-financial inter- | ing, ma™*= = and repair hannon for dis a”du IEI'II:T ;: tions, 1.1&“.§ f‘l 'nigsteeg%n- & egan flying to and from Shannon And Aer Lingus Cargo have extensive freight

i 1 : : : ries, an i the Ivil r : : . i . - . . :

S et | ekl (G TR || e o s 56 e e
:1’:2: hf chgrﬂlniﬂ;t&canﬁ?’ﬁs,“ Eﬂftware evelopment; and stan;gsa.nii dEtrl:: a’fﬂ r]:wgﬁ ?;zasﬂ:;;ix;aalh%%llaniﬁilﬂdinléﬁr Eﬁ: 5{ t':é the future, we said then. UK E?d Continental Europe.

; ichael on, inter- ata processing. at . i : 1 oday, We say 1 ' g our In fact, we've alw ' '
Dational projects manger Eligihlﬂ B ssice 2 ods. destined for non-EC | trial esate. One gives access mmi[ment:? - y it again. Because © s WEYE l ays_bu_een and will continue to
with Shannon Development. | activities include interna- | countres, and there is mo | to the airport TUOWEY, and & : o Shannon is greater than ever, and be Shannon’s biggest airline customer.

: The 10 per-cent manufac- | tional banking, fund Vﬁf on rs;;z;[';:ginagct“":‘ﬂg il‘ﬂﬂﬂ?’ mntil]l;:;;ﬂ Sgsgﬂﬂt“ will continue to grow, After all, we grew up together. That’s something
uring rate is guaranteed m such as ol erospace Davs= 0 , : : '
the Irish Gnve:%‘nmn:nt to tﬁg mfnlggnﬁ;sntédn:i;?s?rﬁig there are several other duty | open g mamtemlljnce ¢on- As part of that commitment, we operate direct  We always like to come back to.
Vit oo o e | maompime, Somiy | wfolh feyoonaes € | ik 8 SO A% || Diden. Dublin, Pars and pussidod - it :

» cent international fi i - 0 - other . e : - ’

e L 1?15:1?;1“&; L?J ‘1:1;21&1:!:15{:3 and back office PS ome of the duty free | of Shannon, 1 the locatiop andﬂn+ D‘thﬂ: Paris and Dusseldorf - with Aer Llngus a
e o g | PSS, o cany e e | g S 7 B e | Lo, Sk b RS SRR fo most mafor citles ‘and m
fo project their plans well | compares very favourably gel L encemmic: | Avinio ’ Tl irports in the worl S ply beatabl

~ into thé future. i with[?tahat in other EC coun- where aviation is concerned, | GPA/Sulzef Brothers joint arp orld. url e

as aviation components have | venture, Shannon. Turbine |

tries. Out of each £100 of
profits. companies in Shan-

To qualify for the 10 per-

~cent internatinnal  <ervices Technologies: . hlllldlng is

duty free access into any-
nnder mnﬁtfﬂctmﬂ- L

where in the EC in anv race
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the ground

. Building is well under way at the
Shannon World Aviation Park, which
aims to make Shannon the primary
location in Ireland for the aerospace

industry. HUGH ORAM reports

T the Shannon World
| Aviation Park, near the

edge of the airport,
work is wel under way on
building its first factory,
whicl: almost inevitably for
Shkannon, has a strong GPA
involvement.

Already the structural steel
framework is in place for the
new Shannon Tarbine
Techinologies factorv, which
will cover 70,000 s4 ft of
space. GPA’s pariner in the
venture is a Swiss company,
Sulzer Brothers, which has a
strong background and reput-
ation in aviation engineering.
The new STT factory will
repair high pressure turbine

-

o e &

R
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l‘, and combustor module com-

o ponents for aircraft engines.

" Up te 1998, 235 jris are
-' scheduled.

| Griangon Decdiswens has
sei eatde a 110 wove siie for
the aviation park, and 30
acres of that land is being
developed in the initial phase,
expected to take two or three
years to complete. Ms Ina
Reddan, Shannon Develop-
ment’s marketing manager,
says that the aim is to attract
companies which do not need
direct runway access.
Manufacturers of large
structural components are not
;being sought for the park, but
.Shannon Development says
the park should appeal to
: .

manufacturers and repairers
of smaller components.
Avionics (aviation electronics)
and landing gear component
makers could find it a useful
location. So too could spares
distribution companies, asset
financing and insurance
firms, aviation consultancy
compani~s, even aviation pub-
lishers.

Around €0 Irish-hased
companies service the aviation
market and close to 40 of
those are located in the Shan-
non area. The World Aviation
Park is a crucial element in
Shannon Development’s de-
clared aim of making Shan-
non the primary location in
Ireland. for the serospace
industry.

The fiscal advantages of the
World Aviatinn Park will be
the sume as for the Eres
Loz, set vp in 1359, which
now has around 110 com-
panies, employing about 5,200
people. The 10 per cent cor-
porate tax will apply to manu-
facturing companies until at
least 2010, and for service
companies until 2005. Com-
panies seiting up there will
not have to pay any withhold-
ing tax, and they will not
have any restrictions on repa-
triating profits, Shannon De-
velopment is running a bro-
kerage facility to encourage
property developers to build

| Cens of

custom-built factories for
lease or sale.

For US component manu-
facturers, the World Aviation
Park will be an ideal location
to gain entry to Airbus, which
is nmow the world’s second
largest aircraft manufacturer,
after Boeing. Suppliers to
Airbus have to be bused in
Europe. Shannon meeis that
criterion, while being the
nearest land point to the US,
explains Ms Dympna
O’Callaghan, who works on

European marketing at Shan-

non Development.

Nevertheless, the US aero-
space industry is likely to
continue to be more buoyant
than its European counterpart
and some Shannon Develop-
ment estimates reclkon that,
when completed, about =% per
companics i the
aviation park wili be U3,

Shannon Development has a
measuring scale for the future
success of its World Aviation
Park. Next to Changi airport
in Singapore, a similar
aviation manufacturing and
servicing zone i5 well estab-
lished. As for Shannon Devel-
opment, it harbours no
doubts that its new World
Aviation Park concept will not
be as successful, in time, as
the Shannon Free Zone idea
has proved over the past 33
years.
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Ready for take-off: CII economic policy director Dr. Con Power has pinpointed Shannon Airport a transailantic hub

ree to stay

ONFUSION which

may arise with the

abolition of customs
controls in 1993 and the
removal of immigration con-
trols two years later has been
causing a certain amount of
soul-searching on the part of
the Aer Rianta administration
at Shannon Airport. The cost
of 'separating the various
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categories of g:lasse:n S as
they arrive at Shannon could
be as much as £20 million,
according to Mr Tom
neughey, Aer Rianta Cor-
porate Development Mana-
ger.
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Fears have lifted
about the
threatened

- _immediate

restriction on duntv-

Last year Shannon catered
for 1.55 million passengers
and had a gross' turnover of
£47.76 mlhon. In" the first
five months of this year
terminal traffic was up by 16

-
......

and [reight marshalling ceatre

both companies. A general
manager of Aer Rianta was
appointed in 1968 and certain
staff were transferred from
Aer Lingus and the Depart-
ment of Transport, to pro-
vide a fremework for the
establishment of an indepen-
dent Dublin Airport organisa-
tion -and ‘the -setting iup:iof-a
head office entity for the new

company. £
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| The real worry for Shan- free sales at traffic alone so far has shown | the Ajr Navigation .and

| non, however, was the pro- Shannon, writes a 38 per cent increase. | Transport ‘Act of 1936 to

E o Ja2 Which conidave = ARTHUR It was in April 1969 that | forthe mewly  sstabliched

1 soricu st AT SrATASAI, QUINLAN the responsibility for the | natinnal, Airdine and. foo mpoe-

. management of Shannon, t0- | mote aviation generall
: Eventie _ . erally. The
The loss of this 7 gether with Cork Aiarport, | words “Aer %{ianta”}{ were

would also mean higher air- - : A 5
part  chaiges, resulting 1n b ¢ f ciparette was: vested mf Air RIS, Be: | tolen to mean “Alr Ways
et inareasact off gir with a Ealr on F' " gh'i{ 5| an agent of the mimisier | or *Air Tracks”. The com-

and a bottle of Insh whiskey | charged with the manage- | napy managed Dublin Air-

fares. However, on Decem- - 1 - : : :
ber 2nd last a decision of costing 10 shillings and six- | ment of the three airports. port since its foundation, al-

vital importance to Shannon pence, or 52ap each. f;? ﬁﬁ?;nizapafsn ;rfmgi!ll'ﬁpigxtlt% |thnul hdits §fatlﬁ5 s iqt
was reached by the Euro- In the mid-1950s and 1960s authority was taken with the ~.E.g§-],,sf-_. u,m:i ’It" o M
ean Council ~of FOT€IgN | the shopping area became | if.coaduition of the A Cuoo CAVIZLOn angd Rraispor’ act

| Ministers, which allows | he lagasst in the wori fn ii.{;.};‘-“.‘-;'cg i e R
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- : unigque b saes i U eiprietl tHl | e - T 2 separated thi: company 10m The sales and cateriig 2
The Shannon Region is the focal Emnt fﬂl" a WY _‘ e el i igit it | structed the shopping ¢™- | Aer Lingus. b M bkt o bl
: and imaginative approach to regional development. g g . o— T‘Ept on the mosi m.cdein ner 1 i . | be managed by Mr Brendan
. e R T respﬂﬂﬁibiemr ; ; Ecision: was ] ines and a year ago “TCaiel er Lingus shares Wwer O’Regan, with the title of
[ Shannon Leveiopme = of years of intensive 10bbYINg | a whole new complex con- | transferred to the MmiSer | .o neo]jer, under contract
-. industrial and tourism development in the pcaticaded by el IR0 | fideed Do state of the anl for Finance and separale | gom the Minister of the
: Region and, through partners_hlps with E’I;'EEEE:I: fKe;gh, Riarﬁa in layout and design. boards were nominated for Department until he retired
: local interests, is creating an integrated _ | ek el . | in T April 1973, when the
' | hich will Gt - el pargs il B B e e i | organisation was merged
| developmental framework whic A : dlfh-::uiﬁ one, with maiﬁz with Aer Rianta at Sha~non.
contribute significantly to the ' 7 REGrenched Opponeris B0 The new company bhe:nime

continuation of FEuropean
Duty Free beyond December
31st, 1992, :
It is interesting that this
nest'on of the viability of
the cuty free shop should
arise now, for it is just 45
years this year since Shan-
nen made aviation mstory
wiien Mr Scan Lemass, then
the M:nister for Industry and
Commerce, declared it the
first Customs Free airport in
the world. This allowed the
opening of what was the first |
Duty Free Shop at any air- |
ort and started what
me a world-wide indus-

an interesting blend &l an
enriched corporate culture,
to quote press and rpublic
relations manager, -Flan
Clune. It included former
civil servants, -and airline
staff as well as persnomnel
from private enterprises. dud
others. .

national economy.
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Aer Rianta was respun-
sible, not only for the run-
ning of Shannon Airport,
including catering, duty free
shops and a mail order com-
any, but also a College of
Elmel Management and,
Castle Tours, which operated

- S a—
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: . . i i : e . the medievel banquets at
| ] | e B G i G 7 . At the beginning 1t was a three castles in the Shannon
q o I : ::::_-;E;-._.- i r::_:_:_,‘-_.'::.._-:._ . = e ; :;? .. Y - A ..r_ J:. g 7 i _;#“:ﬁ..g{r Hl;.::-' ! S a i] Ri 0s k t h 3 t S0 ] d ]‘.E,gi.,jn :

g 2 ' . i 7 - souvenirs and a facility

The most exciting devel-
opment was the setting up of
ARI (Aer Rianta Interna-
tional) four years ago, which
is responsible for the running
of five separately registered
joint ventures with Aeroflot.
A total of 60 staff at Shannon
are in charge of the duty free
enterprises in four of the

whercby aircraft crew could
o | DUy cigarettes and whiskey
ik duty free, so long as they put
the goods on board the
aircraft. This then developed
into = shop to supply passen-
gers with similar duty-free
goods. Eventually it all
changed as business im-
roved and Shannon became
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amous as an airport where e e FhdER ahlEs N bigggst cities in what was the
the best food was served and . i - Soviet Union, including
there was top class value Tail end: aircraft mantenance at SRS Aviation, Shannon Moscow Airport.

1, o 7/ _' l—De v oa i ﬂ ln e {o ex p and

e SIS e A s 7 i RANSLIFT Airways, | chief executive is Mr P. J. aircraft are being used for | come early next year.
.....r5'_::.-;:'-'.;:.:-:ﬁ,:.:-_.;-_;:-:;.--_ S o - i .-"".-;:l"-"' r- . the new airline 1r3ding M‘:G'ﬂiﬂl’iﬂk, a former chief passenger Ehﬂ[‘tEl‘S, ﬂ}fing as Translift Ail"ﬂ'ﬂfﬁ has applied
i - from Shannon since | executive of Ryanair. Mr | far afield as Athens, Las | for a licence to run a four

Februzry this year, is about | McGoldrick is the main Palmas and Malaga. From | times weekly scheduled ser-
to get its fourth aircraft, a shareholder in the company; | Stansted and Manchester air- | vice from Shannon to Bosion

DC§-71, identical to the three | the other investors are 3i, a | ports in Britain, Translift | and Los Angeles. Subject to
already in USe, all leased from | leading UK ‘commercial and | Alrways is flying passenger licence approval, it plans an
GPA. ; industrial finance company, | charters to Orlando, Florida. | April, 1993 start. ;
' ; and CIN, a UK pension fund | The company is also provid- The. company has 125 on
‘ SHA “So far, 50 g00d,”” says Mr | company. ing aircraft capacity for such | the payroll, between. its Shan-
| | Deg Ryall, SCmior vice-: airlines as Virgin Atlantic | non head office and Stansted;
[ DEVELOPMENT president in charge of market- One aircraft is being used | (UK), Air Inter (France) and | it has just opened a Boston
| ; i : Eg and fles dalt_ Transllit'lt :'pr Wﬂrlgwide cargo opera- CﬂTnlfﬂrh{'GHmanﬂ: office. - -_UGH e
i Shannon, Co. rways, ghosc Chairman an ions, while the other two e big expansion should R H
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Shannon Airport is the primary flight
crew training location in Europe,

reports ARTHUR QUINLAN

IRCRAFT flight crew
training is now big

ments to airlines from
various Eurgpean countries.
Six years ago that figure
reached a peak of 16,800

well as
industrial

students . . . as
workers on the

week, Aer Rianta and the
local Gardai had been ‘‘de-
luged -with complaints about
the noise of training flights.”
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Aeroflot’s
presence at
Shannon brings
£20 million a
year into the
region, writes
ARTHUR
QUINLAN

VERYTHING about
Aeroflot, the Russian
: national airline, is big. It

| is the largest airline in the world

and carries eight million interna-

us service, so great are the
distances and so cheap are the
fares.

Twelve years ago an agree-
ment was signed between the

machines, and sometimes even
motor car tyres,

Some of these items are avail-
able in Moscow, but there is a
waiting list in some cases of
several years. Despite the short-
age, crew members seldom buy
foodstuffs. There seems to be
little limit on the volume of
oods which Russian crew mem-

rs bring back from Shannon,
subject, of course, to overall
aircraft weight limitation.

Aeroflot has a remarkable
network of air services through
Shannon, with three independent
companies, Air Ukraine, Air
Belorussian and Moscow
Airways operating under the
original bilateral agreement. The

. JA.business at Shannon | estate and local farmers, was
Airport, which 1s recogmsed | disturbed by the 8 am to tional passengers a year to some. | Irish Government has granted
| as the primary training | 11.45 pm training sessions of 103 countries. At home the air- | the airline traffic rights from
location 1n Europe. Last | the Air France Supersonic line moves 130 million passen- | Shannon to Washington,
year, Aer Rianta earned just | Transport Concorde during | e between 20 towns and cities | Chicago, Miami, Managua,
on £1 million by providing | the week.” It went on to 131'-_' vafrtlm;s slzes ﬂl;ﬂRt}’PFﬁ thuf h]iﬁxwi:: ?{1}:}& Hava{l}ﬂ; ima
s Fi bl ircraft, for in rural Russia the g eru), Kingston (Jamaica),
o 15,000 “aircrait Hre state that, throughout ~ the aircraft plays the role of country antiago (Chile) and Gandgr

(Newfoundland). Shannon is
linked to the East with Luxem-
bourg, Stockholm, Moscow, St
FctersburE %rmarly Leningrad)
and Minsk. The airline also has a

movements, when flight | Later, the report points out
crews from many of the | that much of the criticism Irish and Soviet governments to | back-up service to New York,
emerging nations in Africa, | against the Concorde was P g allow Aeroflot transit rights via | but without traffic rights as yet.
o including Zambian Airways, | misdirected as it was dis- . 3 T | e . | Shannon to a number of coun- Acroflot has, however, a
B Nigerian Airways and even | covered that Swissair jets Record-breaker: the world’s first duty-free industry part at Shasincn free zone employs more than 5,000 staff in over 100 tries in the Western Hemisphere, | weekly service which connects
: Air New Zealand came to | and a VC-10 had baen . companies, producing £300 million in exports annually | with the main focus on Cuba. u]i.al_w:_th Aer Lingus at Shannon.
: : ! = i : i ai : ; . ; , Initially in 1980 the Soviet airline | This is expected to be extended
j Shannon to train their crews | “making passes over residen- facilities are well publicised | lines planning training opera- | one fifth of the standard rate | touch on the runway, lasting | made 190 stopovers at Shannon, | to some of the other new com-
| in the technique of ﬂgmg tial areas and have caused | in a colour brochure which is | tions is suitable flying | @ published in the Irish | no more than a few seconds | while this year they expect to | panies, thereby creating a C.I1.S.
some of the most modern | almost as much noise. circulated by Aer Rianta to | weather conditions. The | Aeronautical Publication | before the aircraft take off | have 2,600 stops, or some 58 Eub at Shannon linking Eastern
i aircraft. That Air France Concorde | all the leading airlines. It | incidence of snow is negligi- | prepared by Aer Rianta. In | again on the same run. The | flights a week. On ‘Mondays | Europe with the Western world.
g So familar has the pattern | Supersonic trammE Pro- | points out that Shannon 1s | ble and only on 20 occasions | this the standard landing training aircaft is then taken | 2lone, Aerofiot has 12 flights and The close link with Aerofiot
5 of aircraft crew training be- | gramme in 1977 brought | ideally suited for flight train- | in a 10 year period has snow | cha7ge for a 352-ton Boeing- | out on a circuit lasting about | P¢™ween 9 am and 11.30 they | began in 1979, when a five year
Corme ot Shannon that it is | £200,000 in reyenue (o the |-ing operations. Uninterrupted | been recorded at a depth of | 747 Jumbo “Jet is about | six minutes before it makes | Mave six Iiyushin 62 jets or the | a Ieement wis signed Dy Mt
£ difficult to believe that just | Shannon area. A total of nine | flight training, it points out, | one centimetre or inote, and | £1,500 and £911 for the 163 | another touch-landing. ;rlmfr;-?c;dm?h g L e = %ﬁarﬁxﬁrmé'qg?ﬁ&#nd “Mr
o 15 years ago this month, the | pilots and 35 fechnicians | can be carried out on | the greatest dept was a mere | 10 DC-8 or the newer i ogetner. * o Mirz"aFn ﬁireu:n;
7 i.dare Champion carried a | were involved, apart from erhedule, unhamprered by | 6 cm. Anothsr s-ale shous wie1Dornnell Douglas-11. Air | One thing is cevicin, theie R ,Se"f? Fﬁ“r]ﬂ:’" ‘?"fﬁ"."ﬂg“. USSR Miujg-ﬁ'}r “of Civil

% siury Of conplaints about the | instructors. Tiiey were | operational or local authority | that over a five year perigd, | PFante and Swissair are this | are now fewer complaints of t.h;;“;:if tcﬁal imﬂﬁg;'mfn? the | Aviation.

There are *“ even in the winter months, | month conducting training | sleeping children, industrial company brings £20 million into This required the construction

training from some of the
residents of Shannon,
Ireland’s newest town.

The report stated that,
“the sleep of young Shannon
children and the concentra-
tion of Leaving Certificate

accommeodated in local hotels
and availed themselves of all
the amenities of the Clare
countryside, including
golfing, shooting, hunting
and touring.

These attractions and

restrictions. no
noise restrictions, day or
night. No hindering weather
restrictions and a low level
of non-training traffic.”
One of the attractions
which Shannon offers to air-

the number of times that the
horizontal visibility was
below 400 metres is almost
negligible.

anding fees for aircraft
while training are charged at

courses with these aircraft.
Even with this 80 per-cent
reduction ip landing rates,
training  flights are good
business for an airport, A
landing in this case is a mere

workers or farmers being dis-
turbed during aircraft training
sessions. This may be due to
improved engine technology
and a quieter peneration of
aircraft.

i

the Shannon area a year. Much
of that is for fuel, landing and
handling fees, for which there is
mostly a barter arrangement for
Russian aviation fuel. However

£2 million is paid for meals to be

ut on board from the flight
itchen and £1.5 million is spent

of an aviation fuel farm in
Shannon, for the storage and
delivery of Soviet fuel to
Aeroflot aircraft. The arrange-
ment was that the fuel remained
the property of Aeroflot
throughout and the only cost to
them was a service fee for

in shops at Shannon and s[ﬂragrv: and delivery to the
ST as the world’s air- & © A second, but so far more | Limerick by Russian flight crew, | aircraft. P s

lines are consolidating | r ] (: nebulous, transit concept :SL{;. ?“: ﬂé{j?”;;dmﬁzs a day m aTh's saves_the 15“351311 com= -,
p ; ‘EE ) | ial spendi ney. ny paying out hard currency
dmexﬂrably H‘It{; l?ﬂss thag 1 u .% F;g::lm th?ﬂtgg F; Ssglfag‘nﬂé Each morning at 11.00 a bus or fuel to international sup-
ﬂt tﬂi?#ﬂumﬂgﬂ CIE“H;ST:; fr:: < _ el o it EF S e A A = e Tl ] T fgr leaves Shannon for Limerick, so | pliers, and Aer Rianta can sell
strategically  nlace LRATEE -8 O Vs i ; : prads 41 SHARAGR IO | ihsi ﬁight crew may do their | the fuel 1o all comers. Tn 1953,
onward direct flights to | shop ing. A total of 180 crew | because Aeroflot had difficulties

wre being deveioped into hub
.. locations. Shannon aims to
- achieve this status with Aer
Rianta’s Shannon Express

TIT R ] - ok

concent . PR 1 e v

in paying airport charges in hard 3
currency, Aer Rianta negotiated
the bartering of a limited

members overnight at Shannon
or at hotels in Limerick, and
their main purchases are cloth-

regional airports in mainland

Europe.
~ Eastern Europe offers a

airport has a permanent staff
of 550, rising with temporary
“Zipicyment to around 800 in

 Aer Riani;a’s Shannon Express plan

\ would turn the airport inte a hub
i o == nIEl Syl e i CFTTTOETT Oh ARN

save three hours and five
minutes by travelling the

Shannon  route rather than
it ol Rl o Gy AR e
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locations. Shannon aims to | save three hours and five ol : - : res 1an airport has a permanent sta gional airpo an embers overnight at Shannon | in paying airport charges in har

~ achieve this status with Aer | minutes by travelling the| H:E:r Hlﬂnta X Ehﬂﬂ_“ﬂﬂ FE{P‘EH a ]Iiuh' of 550, rising with tempotary Eu]FEQPE' ff ?l: at hotels in Limerick, and | currency, Aer Rianta nﬂ%?ti?ted
: s Shannon Express Shannon route rather (nhan would turn the airport 1in a " o -=.ployinent to around S00 in Eastern Europe oliers a | their main purchases are cloth- the bartering of a limited
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concept. .

The p'lén calls for North.

America-bound passengers
regional airports in
Britain to fly to Shannon,
clear US customs and immi-
gration there and. change
aircraft for the trans-Atlantic
haul. Mr Eugene Pratt, Aer
Rianta's traffic development
manager at Shannon, says
that elaborate research
shows that British passengers

- could save much travelling

time. :
A passenger starting out
from an English city would
L]

Hammering it out:

lan has been thor-
oughly researched, says Mr
Pratt. Mr Derek Keogh, Aer
Rianta's chief executive, is
on recent record as saying
that he still believes the plan
is feasible.
Work on preparing the
lan started four years 2g0,
ut it remains to be put into
effect, because of the turmaoil
in the world aviation indus-
try. The US industry has
seen significant regrouping,
with three huge carrners
emerging into a dominant

%:]iﬁg fo London Heathrow.
e P

aircraft generator rewinds at Shannon
'A.irn;raﬂ'Motnrwarks : gl

e

position,

C;iare Cfuif C?ngineerin? c[,tb‘{
BUILDING AND CIVIL .
ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

Vertical Drainage
Specialists

Specialists
Contractors to

The World Aviation
Parlk

. TEL 065-29236%--- -

Quay Road,
Clarecastle, Co. Clare

=] A i

1ocation, writes HUGH ORAM °
__._-_t—ﬂ-_—_—“__

‘American, Delta
Shannon is the
fourth largest departure air-
port in Eurcpe for flights to
the US and if the plan came
to fruition, passenger
throughput would be boosted
significantly.

This year, Shannon is
likely to see between 1.6
million and 1.7 million pas-
sengers. The hope and ambi-
tion of Mr Michael Guerin,
airport manager, is to see the

and United.

Breedin
%

to say that GPA is a
remarkable success story,
one man in 1975 on
initial capital of $50,000,
which is under £30,000 In
today’s value. The group and
its associatéd companies NOW
have $5.8 billion global credit
facilities, generating revenueé
of almost billion, and
achieved a net profit of $263

IT IS NOW almost a cliché

started by

million (£146 million) at .the

end-of-year March this year,
compared with $242 million
(£134 million) in 1990.

From its corporate head-
quarters on the edge of the
Industrial Estate at Shannon,
GPA is now said to be the
world’s leading provider of
commercial aircraft on oper-
ating leases. It has this
arrangement with 68 airlines
in 41 countries throughout the
world. Today its major
shareholders include
Mitsubishi Trust Bank of
Japan, Aer Lingus, Air Can-
ada and the S56-year-old Tip-
perary man who started it all,
Dr Tony Ryan, who in 1957
joined Aer Lingus at Shannon
as a ground operations clerk
straight from school.

GPA was originally called
Guinness Peat Aviation be-
cause the start-up capital was
put up by the merchant
bankers, Guinness Peat, to-
gether with Aer Lingus and
Dr Ryan. Its initial success
was that it got the right
formula at the right time..

GPA essentially :yeatec'l_ a
new system of financing
aircraft for the world airlines,
and it is in this areatthal: the
company continues 10 Dbring
innngative products to the

financial markets.

The group now has three
divisions, of which the best
known is GPA Leasing. This
is responsible for the design,
cales and adr_ninistratiun of
ajrcraft operating leases, and
for the training of airlines of
new and used aircraft, GPA
Technologies (which includes
Shannon Turbine

b

concept was put

-record 1990 figures beaten

this year. In
had

1990, the airport
nearly 60,000 aircraft
movements, scheduled, char-

ter, training and cargo and he

also hopes to sce that

statistic beaten in 1992.

[f the Shannon Express
into prac-
tice, the airport would re-
ceive a substantial, but as
yet un uantified, boost in
traffic. Employment numbers
should also be helped. The

The GPA Group
is helping to
promote Shan-
non as the
centre for the
Irish aviation
industry.
ARTHUR
QUINLAN

repurts

Technologies), GPA
Expressair, which is respon-
sible for aircraft painting, and
Shannon Aerospace, are joint
ventures which are now prov-
ing to be just as exciting as
the high profile leasing com-
pany, and a greater source of
local “employment for Shan-
nonm.

Following the shock deci-

sion on June 18th to withdraw
the group’s $1 billion (£600

“million) flotation on interna-

tional stock wmarkets, the
major challenge now facing
the group is to raise addi-
tional capital, which presum-
ably will have to be obtained
from private placement in the
short run.

The sentiment in Ireland
relating to GPA appears to
have remained very Strong
and should provide some of
the capital. Howeverl, it is
known that fhe company has
not abaridewse
to achieve its ultimate aim of
a public listing of ifS shares.
The company is now about to
launch its second ALPS syn-
dicated fund which 15 ex-
pected to raise OVETr $500
million (£280 million) through
the sale of a portfolio of
aircraft with leases attached.

Three years ago Shannon
Development Company an-
nounced that it had already
embarked on a major cam-
paign to develop 2 World
Aviation Centre in Shannon.
The object is to make Shan-
non the centre for the Irish

TR casigic plans”

The plan calls for more
scheduled flights into Shan-
non from regional airports in
Britin, a scheduling which is
limited at present. All flights
between provincial British
2irports and Shannon involve
a change at Dublin. The
Shannon Express project
calls for tightl scheduled
regional flights from Britain,
which would involve a mini-
mal stop-over time at Shan-
non, enough for the US entry
formalities and duty free
shopping.

aviation industry. With this
aim an international cam-
paign began with support
from existing aviation com-
panies, but in particular from
the GPA Group.

fn May 1990 Shannon
Aerospace announced the
Jo-mching of a £20 million
investment which was the
largest single training venture
evr undertaken in this coun-

¢gey. Tt was  a joint,

¥ AS/Shannon Aerospace
Trairing Programme and fol-
towed the formal signing of a
number of contractual agree-
ments in GPA House between
Shannon Aerospace and
Stannon Development Com-

y, Aer Rianta and the
builders.

Dr Ryan, chairman and
chief executive of GPA, an-
nounced the signing as “‘a
milestone in the development
of the aviation industry in
Ireland®. The project is a
joint initiative between GPA,
Lufthansa and Swissair, and
is ex to create up to
1,000 jobs over the next four
years, Last month Shannon
Turbine Technologies was
established. It will initially
employ 100 people, rising to
more than 230 by 1996 with a
payroll of up to £5.88 million

year. This is a high
technology repair centre for
components for CMFI and
General Electric jet aircraft
engines.
- .igir Niall Greene, : chief
executive of GPA
Technologies, said at the
company launch, that the
establishment of Shannon
Turbine Technologies had
brought GPA’S commitment
tp jpvestment In aviation-
related business at Shannon to
almost $40 million (£23.5 mil-
licn) in the past three years,
Combined investment with its
Pm:lers ﬂF.d hank hﬂl‘rﬂwi“gs
would bring GPA’s invest-
ment at Shannon to about
$275 million (£162 million),
ayd would generate 1,500
aditional jobs by the end of
this decade-

development.

Ardee Road

Hilton House Dublin
Phone: 01-867700  Tel: (061) 312077
Rathmines D6 Fax: 01-967487

SERVICES
GROUP

7 BT

Shannon
Tel: (021) 891222 Tek: (061) 61104
Fax: (021) 892114 :

Galway Cork
Tel: (091) 65964

Fax: (091) 83585

Limerick

Fax: (061) 315712
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Seactb 2000 A/C No. 1
and a production
Saab 3408 (for
AMR Eagle) fly

¥ fﬂrm.ﬂh'rm.

$aab 340B's also
serve Aer Lingus
Comimuter.
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Saab Aircraft International Lid
Telephone +44 753 HE9
Telefax +44 753 R5HSHS
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Next month, Aer Lingus celebrates
50 years of continuous service at

Shannon, writes ARTHUR QUINLAN

) HOULD there be a
change in policy so
that we could obtain

relaxation of the requirement

for all transatlantic services
to transit Shannon, I believe
we could guarantee a year-
round Shannon-New York
service and a daily one from

Dublin as well. By the mid

1990s, if the change was to

take place, we would hope to
have half the transatlantic
services turning round at

Shannon.” This firm view

was expressed by Tom

Mclnerney, Aer Lingus

manager at Shannon, who

has every confidence in the
fiiture of his company and of

Shannon Airport.

Aer Rianta, the airport
management, e¢xpressed the
view that Aer Lingus 1s by
far the most important cus-

tomer of the airport in terms .

of terminal passsnger traffic,
even though they may have
fewer transatlantic move-
ments than Aeroflot.

It is not generally known
that next month the national
airline will have completed
50 years of continuous ser-
vice and employment at
Shannon. It was on August
i?th., 1942, that the airline
dvsi introduced thrice weekly
a service from what was then
known as Rineanna, to
Collinstown, Dublin, using a
10-seater De Havilland
aircraft. The pilot was Cap-
tain Noel McAuley and one
of the passengers was Mr
Desmond O’'Malley, who was
beginning the first of his two
terms as Mayor of Limerick.
He was father of the present
Minister for Industry and
Commerce.

On board the aircraft was
a. square wooden box
marked, “First airmail and
Easmﬁngﬂr flight Dublin-

erlin 1932". The box was
carried on all Aer Lingus

inaugural flights at that time.

The service was intro-
duced at a time when there
was a remarkable growth of

"Alrways

of high priority traffic be-
tween London, in particular,
and Washington. British
had hundreds of
flights that year and the two
American carriers started up,
makin%mit a total of 1,400
flying boats for the year.

There were, however, only
15,000 passengers on these
aircraft, giving an average of
little over 10 for each flying
boat, for they all travelled in
the luxury of the day pro-
vided for such VIPs. Most of
the aircraft went on to Poole
in Dorset, or to Lisbon, but
many of them were shuttled
by road to Rineanna and
from there to Briiain by the
smaller piston-engined
aircraft.

In October of that year the
Aer Lingus Rineanna Dublin
service was suspended, as
there were fewer flying boats
during the winter months. .

It was not until May 1946
that the Shannon/Dublin ser-

‘vice was re-opened, with the

first of the Aer-Lingus DC-3
(EI-ACA), which the follow-
ing month made a forced
landing where the industrial
estate is now built. The pilct
and co-pilot, both of whom

had served with thz Iash Ajr |

Corps at Rineanna, knew the
area well and made a perfect
pancake landing with *the
wheels up. None of the pas-
sengers or crew suffered
serious injuries although the
aircraft was a write-off.

The national airline
became well established at
Shannon once regular sched-
uled transatlantic services
began in October 1945. There
was a steady build-up of
staff, as the company, apart
from its own operations,
became handling agents for
all the overseas airlines. In
those days there was a

tremendous volume of
documentation connected
with every passenger. Such
details as name, address,
age, marital state and exact

weight were entered on all

Keeping spares: GPA Pacific

multiple copies going to all
departments, inciuding
duplicates handed out to
authorities at every airport
en route.

At present Aer Lingus has
310 permanent and 100 addi-
tional staff during the
summer. The company has a
payroll of £7 million annu-
ally, which includes payment
to the staff of SRS, which is
a subsidiary company. It
Faya out £4.54 million in fees
or aircraft landings, loadings
and pre-clearance charges.
Last year. 80 new jobs were
created with the company at
Shannon and 30 in SRS.
Capital investment included a

£2 millioa cargo terminal and
£i.5 miliion extension to the

SRS Hangar. A further £6
million has been expended
on the Irish Helicopter
operations as a result of

Aero Support uses Shamnon i &0
distribution of aircraft spare parfs

sales manager, said that this
summer there i¢ = hiaker
level of continental pazici-
gers flying into Shannon.
Sadly, he said, the recession
in the US and British
markets has depressed busi-
ness and in Britain it was
more difficult, with Ger-
many, France, Italy and Hol-
land being most encouraging.
Last year, all services 10
Paris went through Dubln
but now there are direct
services between Shannon
and Paris on Saturdays and
Sundays. From Monday to
Friday the service goes by
way of Dublin. -

Mr Boland said there 1S
TIOW 8 cnmpl;te.’y new Lii=
vice operating to Dusseldorf
on Saturdays, and a throagh
service from Frankfurl to
Shannon on Satardays and

CarmAmare wrrakln thia =3t 1rrm

I incIéase on

Y27k and six to Boston this
~UMmer represent an
last year’s
schedules, when there were
11 a week to New York and
five weekly to Boston. Mr
Boland said that the com-
pany would turn around a
significant number of flights
at Shannon and this would
involve the setting up of a
cabin crew base. It would
mean he said, that a hundred
cabin crew would be living in
the Shannon area inyolving a
local pay roll of some £2
million per year. That would
be contingent on a change in
the current regulatory policy.
The cabin crew, he said,
would be either new recruits
Lih’il‘lF iocally or persons who
would wish tc move into the
rex,

It wos important, he said,

- :kat Ar- Lingus gets the right

infernational base for the
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Tﬁe National

Aerospace Task

Force plans to
create 1.000

new jobs by the

mid-1990s,
writes HUGH
ORAM

bt

HE National Aero-
space Task Force spent

two years puIling
gether every aspect o
industry .in Ireland,

recently published report.
Over IE

ning into 2 vast sccior.

task force, under chaiimei
Mr Sean Donnelly, executive

DA, hopes
the aerospace
industry into tight focus,

director of the
that by putting

similar progress can be
achieved on the
front.

Mr Paul Brock, who repre-
Develop-
ment on the task force, puts
“WE
tradition of
aviation at Shannon, but we
were only getting the bits
and pieces; the industry was
in a

sented Shannon

the case eloquently:
have a long

not coming together
meaningful way.” '

Sean Dornelly says that
the empioyment targets set in
the report are realistic but
difficult. “No basis existed
for higher figures,” he says.

Total emplovment in

: public
and private sector, for its

e past 20 years, the

electronics ndustry has de-
veloped from a small L‘JE%”‘H
: Ao

aviation

Evening take-off: a Translift plane lines up on the runway at Shannon

_, Setting job
targets

to 11,500 by the year 2000,
with 5,000 of all those jobs
being Shannon-based. At

resent, a-:cﬁrdinﬁ to Paul
rock, Shannon has around
2,000 aerospace jobs and

hopes to have 3,000 by the
mid-1990s.

The types of job likely to
be created are ideally suited
to the country’s needs, says

Mr Peter Coyle, manager of

the IDA’s Irish manufactur-
ing industries division.

A high proportion of the
obs likely to be created will
e for semi-skilled and
skilled personnel; people
who have served their time
I car repair or other
traditional engineering trades
could be ideal for retraining,

Mo industry-is more regu-
lated, for safcly reasons,
than the aviation indusiry, so
continuous programmes of
maintenance and overhaul
are mandatory for every
aircraft. Already, projects
like TEAM Aer Lingus in
Dublin have proved
outstandingly successful, and
Shannon Aerospace is due to
start up in September. Sean
Donnelly sees maintenance
and overhaul providing the
largest proportion of the new
jobs.

This sub-sector has around
3,500 jobs in 1992; the task
force  report "envisages an
increase to 7,300 by the year
2,000, Manufactmiﬂg is
scheduled {o give the seccnd
largest increase, an extra
1,900 jobs by 2000. Apart
from Dublin and Shannon,
the task forre <eec

&
1

bensficiary,

Recent developments at

Shannon have set the future
pace on component devel-
opment there. Acromil set up
recently to make structural
airframe components for
such manufacturers as
Boeing and McDonnell-
Douglas, while another US
company, C & D Ireland, is
being established to make
stowage bins for the new
A330/A340 Airbus aircraft
and wall, floor and ceiling
panels for the British Aero-
space 146 regional jet.

The aviation 'industry is
deeply conservative, says
Sean Donnelly, citing
Boeing’s 32 year link with
Aer Lingus. But already
Ireland has built a ver
sound reputation for ove:
haul and componeri mena-
facture. Shannon Aircrat:
Motorworks, set up in Shan- -
non four years ago, is the
only facility of its kind in
Europe for rewinding the
generators on aircraft en-
gines. Late last year, it re-
ceived the all-important FAA
certification in the US, one
of the first repair stations
cutside -the US to receive

this American approval.

He is confident that with
an already established reput-
ation for precision work in
the aerospace industry,
Ireland can gain many more
jobs within the sector, with
Shannon' being a primary
.And since the .
aerospace industry is literally
a global village, where as
Sean Donnelly says, every- -
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OFFERS YOU FLIGHTS
TO OVIER
100 COUNTRIES
FROM DUBLIN AND SHANNON

o

For _further information
contact our offices or your local
travel agent.

Dawson Street, Dublin 2. Tel. 6791453
Shannon Airport, Co. Clare. Tel. 061-62299

PART from Aer

A Lingus, Aeroflot, Deita
£ Ja Air Lines and Ryanair,
Skawnon nowadays has a
remarkable variety of smaller
airlines, mainly operating
charter services from all parts
of Europe. Together with pas-
senger movements, valuable
airfreight provides a sizeable
amount of business, which is
scarcely noticed by the casual
visitor as the operation takes
place at the huge freight ter-
minal areas beside the SRS
hanger,

This, of course, is appro-
priate as SRS, which was set
up in 1962 to provide traffic

) aircraft
maintance (o gjrlines
transiting Shannon

handling and

1966, caters for ali tie sup-
[.'rlerm‘:m‘,m':;r cari*~rs. SES also
provides the. servicing and
maintenance for the growin
volume of curporate and
?nvate traffic, under licence
rom the Department of
Enmmumcatmns, It now
handles well in excess of 3 000
flights a year,

During the mid-1980s SRS
maintenance business to pro-

approved standards on

—

IRELA ND'S GATEWAY TO THE wom. D

From Sham‘%"‘"*‘bu*"% fly f0'most cities in the UK,’Europe and Nort#R®se riee - -
Plus afew unique destinations (like Havana, Jamaica, Lima, St Petershurg, Moscow,
Miami and Washington D.C.) that you won't reach directly from anywhere else in
Ireland - see Aertel Pg. 574 for details of new services and flight information.

Shannon is the only airport in Europe to offer preflight US immigration facilities.
And, as if all that weren't enough, Shannon was the first and is one of the finest duty

AerRianta suannown

free superstores in the world.
See you soon at Shannon?
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Charter airlines, corporate aircraft
private jets are all
EII‘EEI’I‘I of teaffic
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modern jet aircraft. Ifs
| hangar facilities extended at
a cost of £1.5 million can
accommodate two aircraft up
to Boeing-737 size, or one
stretched DC-S or Boeing-757.

. people

vide overhaul capability to €zpartment alone.

| Stansted, charter links

Recently, the company (ook

decided to develop the aircraft ' on an additional 30 in staff

nd now employs over 60
in the maintenance

5itS is now conducting a
four year aircraft mainten-
snce engineering apprentice
course at its engineering
school where it also trains Aer
.:ngus engineers. The young
trainee engineers are later
eiit to Bolton Street College,
Dublin, on block release

. vourses and the total cost of

this is about £300,000.
Delta Air Lines, which
operates Boeing 767 aircraft,

service linking Shannon with
Dublin and Atlanta, Georgia.

Since Ryanair returned to
Shannon in April, it has built
up a network of services.
These include a daily service

from Shannon to London/
with

Marseilles, Nantes, and Lille,

has a very efficient daily-

as well as a service to

Stuttgart.
One of the largest of the

- American charter companies

is American Trans-Air, which
sometimes routes its aircraft
from New York by way of
Belfast to Shannon.

Canada 3000, using Boeing
757s is now operating- a
weekly service from Toronto
to Shannon and Dublin, in
company with Aer Canada.

There has been a great
growth in German charter
companies. They include Aero
Lloyd, which flies weekly be-
tween Stuttgart, Hanover,
Bremen and Shannon; Con-
dor, which operates an Airbus
A310 and Boeing 737 from
Frankfurt; and Hapag Lloyd
which serves Munich and
Dusseldorf.

A new service is pruvlded
by Euro-Berlin, which flies in
once a week from the former
German capital, Bonn, and

will continue until next
November.
Apart from Ryanair,

France is well served by a
variety of charter companies.
Air Charter, a French com-

STy
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pany, operates these flights a
week between Paris and
Shannon, with an occasional
service to Lourdes. Air
Toulouse, which is still oper-
ating Caravelle Jets, will be
providing a service from that
French city until mid-
September. Corse Air, a
French company, operates
Boeing 737s from Paris from
July, while another Swiss
company TEA Basle, will con-
tinue to operate from Zurich
right through August. The

1eSS

lone Belgian company,
Sobelair, has a regular service
from Brussels to Shannon.

Air Fraace, which ng
lorger has a transailantic pas-
senger service thruugh Shan-
non, has been operating a
very successful 747 cargo
flight from Paris o New York
and Chicago and, more re-
cently, Pakistani Airlines pro-
vides a similar service from
Karachi through Shannon to
New York.
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TRANSPORIT,
AIRFREIGHT,
NATIOMWIDE.

WORLDWIDE AIRFREIGHT SERVICES
EUROPEAN GROUPAGE SERVICES
SCHEDULED DOMESTIC SERVICES

* SO 9002 APPROVED x

SHANNON:
Smithstown Ind. Est., Shannon Airport,
Co. Clare. Tel. 061-361733. Fax: 061-362574. Telex 72136.

DUBLIN:
Blakes Cross, Belfast Rd., Lusk, Co. Dublin.
Tel. 01-8437766. Fax: 01-8437959. Telex ;2???.

Tel. 35361 471600

=TRANSLIFT@AIRWAYS=

B SHANNG#&«'CRLDWIDE AIRLINE
B LONG RANGE PASSENGER AND CARGO AIRCRAFT
B READY TO SERVE YOUR NEEDS

TRANSLIFT AIRWAYS

TRANSLIFT HOUSE, SHANNON, CO. CLARE. IRELAND.
Fax: 353 61 471404
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