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M Influential Pallaskenry author
speaks about success after rejection

FINTAN WALSH sure why they didn’t like it. And at one of
E: fintanwalsh@fimarickleaderie the meetings, with HarperCollins,

strangely the editor read it again, ahead
SEMINAL  horror author Darren of the meeting just to refresh her

memory. And when she read it a second
time, she thought: ‘Actually, it just needs
a few tweaks’ and then she took it on.”
Shan wanted to build the bridge
between teen horror and Stephen King,
but some publishers thought his debut
was too dark for young readers, while
others reckoned it should have been
made darker for adult readers.
“Publishers always say that they are
looking for something new and com-
pletely different, but they are looking for
the new JK Rowling, the new Tolkien, the

0'Shaughnessy has said his successful
literary career almost didn't happen after
his game-changing debut Cirque Du
Freak was rejected around 20 times.

He vividly remembers yearning for the
big break book deal while he was an em-
ployee with Chorus in the 1g990s,
spending his lunchtime at Arthur’s Quay
Park with a bag of Donkey Fords chips in
his hand.

Now, the 45-year-old writer, who fam-
ously goes by the pseudonym of Darren
Shan, has sold more than 25 million

copied of his novels that have captured
the imagination of young horror-hungry
readers worldwide.

Just last year, the Pallaskenry man fin-
ished his eight-year-long Zom-B book
series, 12 years after completing the
renowned Darren Shan Saga collection.

Speaking after a Culture Night talk ata
full-house in the Hunt Museum's Cap-
tain's Room, Darren said that the success
of Cirque Du Freak, which hit the shelves
in January 2000, was “a really nice,
gradual experience”, But it “very nearly”
didnt happen, he admitted.

Degpite having the same agent as JK
Rowling in 1997, not one publisher

new Stephen King. They want something
that they can easily package, now more
than ever because the book market has
shrunk.”

He added: “Things have been watered
down over the years. The PC brigade have
come in and you can't get away with as
much, so there was this real sense that
this was going to be a really, really contro-
versial book. But it wasn't.”

Asked if he ever thinks to himself that
his career may not have ever happened,
he replied: “Yes, all the time.

“And the nice thing is I am still in the
same place all these years. Still in Pal-
laskenry. My feet have never left the
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Author Darren Shan endured a lot of rejection before his debut was accepted. He delivered a storytelling talk at the Captain's Room in the Hunt Museum on Culture

three-year-old son Dante (named after

interested in. He didn't really handle
the Italian poet) in Pallaskerniry.

many children’s authors, and he wasn't ‘Night last Friday. See pages 8 and 9 for full Culture Night reports and pictures picrus: nis®museum
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