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lid not intend putting the
property up for sale, stating that
they were “optimistic” that a
ertain group would take over
the building shortly.

Meanwhile, Mr. John Wrix-
m, an environmental econom-
st, who lives at Kilmore, County
Clare, says that a preservation
order should be put on the
building.

“How many other fine build-
ings have we destroyed over the
vears. We should ensure that the
same does not happen here,” he
declared.

Mr. Wrixon added that the
building was in an ideal location
for an arts and crafts centre, or

musuem.

By A SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

THE PUBLICATION of the new
biography of legendary broadcas-
ter Eamonn Andrews will recall
for some Limerick people
Eamonn’s days as quizmaster of
“Double or Nothing™ at the Savoy
Cinema where his performance
attracted much attention.

It also had its amusing side. He was
S0 inept as a driver that a close friend,
Dernwd Cafferky, agreed to act as his
chauffeur so that he could keep his
schedule. On Thursdays Eamonn
broadcast a sponsored programme 1n
Dublin. If he set off from Limerick
early in the morning he could get to the
Henry Street studios in good time for
the programme; the problem was
driving the 120 miles back to Limerick
for the 5.30 performance.

Stage manager

For the first few weeks Dermod
drove him to Limerick, returned to
Dublin next day and collected him
again the following Thursday. Even
for an energetic advertising’ man it
proved too much.

Eamonn then persuaded the Savoy’s
stage manager to travel with him.
heir first journey to Dublin was
uneventful. On the return tri
Eamonn drove the old car as fast as it
could go until, leaning too heavily into
a sudden bend as they approached a
viliage, the door, which fastened with
a catch, flew off and he was shot into
the roadway. The driverless car
careered down the main street, with
the stage manager sitting petrified in
the passenger seat, until it bounced off
a drain pipe on the local policeman’s
house and came to a halt.

The stage manager was shaken and
Eamonn unharmed. They succeeded
in calming the policeman by paying
him 30 shillings for the damaged
drainpipe. The car seemed mobile, so
Eamonn pitched the driving door into
the back seat and the pair set off again
for Limerick.

No sooner was he behind the wheel,
however, then he realised that some-
thing was wrong. He had lost the seat
of his trousers.

Al the Bavoy the organist was
nervously repeating the introductory
music to “Double or Nothing” for the
third time when Eamonn ran on to the
stage. The audience tittered, the
organist couldn’t believe his eyes. The
compere was wearing his overcoat.

But in true show business tradition
the show went on.

That Limerick stint was in-
strumental in Eamonn Andrews being
picked to compere “Double or No-
thing” at the old Theatre Royal in
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Gus Smith presents a copy of his new biography of Eamonn

Andrews to Charles Haughey. ““I'm delighted to accept it,” said

the Taoiseach, who was a friend of Eamonn’s. The biography,

entitled “Eamonn Andrews — His Life”, is published by London
publishers W. H. Allen.

Dublin when resident compere, Eddie
Byrre, went off to England for film
work.

It was Eamonn’s big showbiz start
and it was in the Theatre Royal he was
to meet Joe Loss, the [amous band
leader, who gave him his  cross-
Channel break

This new biography is aptly called
“Eamonn Andrews-—IHis ]|I|{ and
was written by Gus Smith, who came
to know Eamonn very well in Dublin
and London. The book is already
proving a bestseller and it recalls, in
affectionate manncr, the great epi-
sodes in Eamonn’s eventful life.
Many outstanding names in broad-
casting and show business pay tribute
to the memory of the Irish broudeaster
and boxing commentator, including
Henry Cooper, the former British

boxing champion. “Eamonn’s voice
ainted pictures,” says Henry, “He
[':r()ught the boxing game alive by his
commentarics.”

Gus Smith recently presented a copy
of the book to Grainne Andrews,
widow ol Eamonn, ind autopraphed it
as “histribute to the popular broadeas-
ter,” who died almost a year ago.
Grainne is sister of Cllr. Jack Bourke,
chairman of the Mid-Western Health
Board and former Mayor of Limerick.

Gus Smith, chiel sub-editor of the
Sunday Independent, is one of Ire-
land’s mos! successful authors.

Two of ihis brothers are also
journalists — Noel in Limerick and
Raymond in Dublin. A third brother,
Brendan, teaches CBS, Sexton
Street, He has two sisters, Mgs, Phil
Collier, Limerick, and Kathleen, a
teacher,
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