JANUARY 15.] LIVES OF THE IRISH SAINTS. 211

give you a token to this effect, in an anecdote I am about to relate. On a
certain occasion he visited the monastery of the holy virgin Chinreacha
Dercain,> who asked permission to wash his feet, to which request he
assented. Then this holy virgin, Chinreacha, washed the feet of Eneas, and
she wiped them with a towel ; as God is now my witness, I held a part of
that towel, and also helped to wipe your abbot’s feet. When reminded of
this circumstance, he shall be pleased, and he will joyfully accept my present.”
While the visitors received her gift, they also admired the holy virgin’s piety.
Having obtained her blessing, they returned to Clonmacnoise. All that St.
Ita had spoken was afterwards verified.*

s

CHAPTER IV,

§T. ITA'S PROPHETIC AND MIRACULOUS POWERS—HER FPRAYERS FOR THE REPOSE OF
HER UNCLE'S SOUL—HER INTERCESSION FOR A HOMICIDE EFFECTUAL WITH THE

CHIEF OF HY-CONNAILL.

AT one time, a certain man had killed his own brother ; moved with remorse
he came to St. Ita, and did penance, according to her direction. Seeing his
devout dispositions, the abbess told him, that were he to follow her adwvice,
he should not die a sudden death, but enjoy eternal life. As a military man,
he was afterwards summoned to battle by his chieftain. Being unsuccessful,
this soldier, with many of his comrades, was slain in battle. When the matter was
told to Ita, she said, ¢ I have promised this man should terminate his life in
a happy manner, because he performed faithfully what 1 enjoined on him.”
She then directed her servants to go and call the deceased from the field of
slaughter, in God’s name, as she believed he should then return to life,
Having obeyed her orders, this soldier arose from the field. He then ran
tosards those who had called him, as if he had not been even wounded. He
afterwards went with the servants to visit St. Ita. As she had foretold, the
future event of a happy departure was granted him, in addition to other
favours he received. On a certain occasion, greatly afflicted at the death of
his son, a man came to our saint, and, while tears bedewed ‘his cheeks,
“declared in a rude manner, that he could not cease to weep, nor leave her
habitation, until she should have restored his son to life. St. Ita meekly an-
swered ; “ Whatever you ask of me, O man, is not due to my merits, but to
those of the apostles, and saints like to them.” The man replied, “1 am
chiefly afflicted, because my son lost the use of speech before his death, so
that he could neither confess to God, nor speak to us ;* I ask, therefore, that
you obtain from the Holy Trinity he might even live for one day, so that I

might be able to hear his words.” Ifa said, * For what length of time would .

~ 2 Not being able to find any female saint  nus O'Gorman and Maguire, St. Cairechawas
named Kenrecha, either in our ancient Mar-  venerated on the gth of February. See
tyrologies or in other records, for a length of ¢ Acta Sanctorum Hiberniz,” xv. Januarii,
time, Colgan was under an impression, that  n. 20, p. 72.

Kenrecha was erroneously inserted for 1 See Colgan’s *“ Acta Sanctorum Hiber-
Kunera. But, having examined this matter niee,” xv. Januarii, Vita S. It=, cap. xvii.,

‘more attentively, he thought the saint . 68. : _
. here spoken of must have %een identical CHAP. IV.—* This means that he could not

with St. Kairecha, called also Dercain. ask God's pardon for his sins, or, as written in
The addition of this latter cognomen leaves  another codex, ‘‘ sua peccata confiter,” See
the question beyond doubt; especially when Colgan’s ** Acta Sanctorum Hiberniz,” n,
we take into consideration a strong affinity 25, p. 72. This is an instance of our ances-
between the names themselves. According tors’ ancient practice of confessing sins
‘to the '* Martyrologies of Tallagh,” Maria- orally, in the Sacrament of Penance.
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offerings this year, and then return once more to me.” They accordingly
father is now released from the pains of purgatory; but he is yet without
clothing, because he gave no garments to the poor, in Christ's name 7 there-
fore, give ye alms in clothing that he may be clad.” They again distributed
gifts in the manner pointed out for another year. Then returning once more
to their cousin, she said, “Your father now enjoys rest, through your alms
and my prayers, but especially through God’s mercy. Therefore, do you
refrain from unlawful desires of the world and its concupiscence, for which
your father has suffered.” Giving thanks to God, and to His servant, Ita,
they returned to their own country.®
One day, our saint desired some of her nuns to go forth from the
enclosure, and bring her word regarding two men, who were on their way to
visit her nunnery. Doing as they were ordered, these nuns brought back intel-
ligence, that two brothers of the neighbourhood, well known to them, were
coming. Fetching a deep sigh, the abbess said, * Woe! woe, to these men,
grief shall shortly oppress me and them, for one of these brothers shall
murder the other,” This event happened in accordance with the saint’s pre-
diction, whereupon, the culprit was brought before the chieftain of Hy-
Connaill, to receive judgment due to his crime. Being condemned to death,
and considering the affliction into which his mother must be plunged by the
double loss of her two sons, St. Ita resolved on exerting her influence with the
chief, to effect a respite for the malefactor. This mediatorship she assumed,
through the double motive of affording consolation to the parent of the
unfortunate criminal, and of giving the fratricide an opportunity for doing
penance. The chieftain was moved by our holy virgin’s entreaties on behalf
of this guilty young man, and he was restored to liberty. However, lest any
damage should afterwards take place, through this extended clemency, the
chief declared that to St. Ita must be imputed its occurrence. IHe recom-
mended her, moreover, to induce the murderer to expiate his crime by prac-
tising a rigorous course of penance. Ita returned for answer, that although
his repentance might be deferred for a while, yet it must certainly take place ;
and as she desired, that the criminal’s repentance should rather be voluntary
on his part than a result of coercion, the servant of God waited in patience
and hope for his conversion. Although, for a time delayed, her expectations
were finally crowned ; and her patience was amply rewarded by the total
change of heart which tranquillized the mind of this unhappy man.?

inferni, et de profundo lacu,’ &c. Ineed the grave.” See ‘! Ecclesiastical History of
not tell the reader that the énfernus or én-  Ireland,” vel. ii., chap. xi., sec. il., n. 11,

fernalibus in the now quoted passages do  pp. 86, 37.
not refer to the hell of the damned, out of 7 ¢ This means that, although he was freed

which the Church never expected any de- ' ‘from the purgatorial sufferings, yet his soul
liverance. This manner of speaking was  was not as yet in a state fit for enjoying the
used in consequence of an opinion held by  beatific vision and that heavenly clothing,
many theologians, that not only the devils of which St. Paul says, 2z Cor., v. 21 We
and the damned, but likewise the souls in  groan, desiring to be clothed over with our
a state of purgation are confined in subter-  habitation, which is from heaven.” Dr.
raneous regions, yet with this difference, Lanigan’s * Ecclesiastical History of Ire.
that the former are kept in its lowermost land,” wel. ii., chap. xi., sec. ii., n. 12, p.
and deepest parts, while the place for the 87.
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