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gxchange 1t appears 1t was rebuilt in the year 1777 Walter Widenham ‘t

being Mayor and Francls Russell and Charles dargent Sheriffs. S8ince
‘then, which is exactly a century, nine members of the family have
£i11led the office of Sheriff of the City, namely, Francis, Willlam,
Philip, Abraham, Francls Philip, Hughes, John Norris, Richard and
Thompson, and for nineteen years the city was represented in Parlia-
ment by Francis Willlam Russell, who was returned one of the members
at the contested elections of 1852, 1857, 1859, 1865 and 1868. On the
30th August 1871, his sudden death took place at hls residence 1in
London, the day after the death of his brother Richard. S
In former years there was a branch of the Russells 1n Limerick whg
were of this family but the connection was remote, having descended
from the brother of one of the progenitors of the present family, t

Philip Russell born in 1650, being the year that Cpomwell's troops

laid slege to Limerick, Tnpey have long since left Limerick, and untiﬂ
within the last few years, were represented by the late Venerable

John Russell, Archdeacon of Clogher, whose eldest slster was married
to the Right Reverend Charles Dickinson, Lord Bishop of Meath.

The-flrst extenslon of the city outslde the walls, when 1t was a

fortress, was in the year 1766, West Watergate having been then taken
down and Charlotte's Quay formed, on which a range of houses, at
present standing, was built by George, Francils, John and Willlam
Ruseell. The Russelle have ai&%d more to the elty in buildings than
any other famlly that ever resided 1in it, =a great part of George
Street, as also part of Mallow Street, Glentworth Street, Henry gtreey
Catherine Street, Tnomas Street, Shannon street, Broad Street, Mungret

Street, John Street, Lock Quay, 8ir Har*y‘s Mall and Charlotte's Quay

having been built by them. And prior %o the slege, part_of Nicholas

gtreet, Mary Street,,ﬁld Frzncls Street, which was called after Franci



,,iugsell, and the place known ag the Abbey, The name of Russeli}i?

7

appears ldentified with the ancient Cathedral of Limerick so fapr

back as the year 1272, Henry Rusgell being 'Me of the Canone of the

/'

Caghedral at that period, The burial Place of the Russells ig Saint

interiod of the o1lg Church, until guch interments were prohibited by
Act of Parliament, The last person whose remains were interred in ;é
the interior of the 014 Church was the widow of g Philip Russell,
Miss Fosbery of Clorane, who wag nlece to George Fosbery, High Sherif
of the County Limerick in the Year 1744. Consequent on her deceasge
having taken pPlace a short time after the passing of thisg act, her
remains were interred outgide the Church in the morning, and at nlght
with the ganction of the Vicar of the Parish who was a partlcular

friend of the family, they were gecretly removed and "'placed in the

tomb near the remaine of her late hugband , This tomb wag sltuated %

under the pPaseage leading from the communion table to the vestry room
in the o014 church, on the slte of which the new one hag been raised, )
The foundation stone of this edifice was 1aig by John Norris Russell I
the year he wasg sheriff, on the organ loft in the new church ig a
hand some wheel window with richly stained glass, 1n the centre of
which are the arms of the family, fhere are now four vaults and g
mausoleum in the burial ground outside the church belonging to dife- |
erent branchesg of the family. one of them has some few years since

become extinect by the decease of Francis Philip Rusgell of Saint

Thomas's Island.
The decease of Richard Rusgell who held the Commiggion of the
Peace, was Presgident of the Chamber of Commerce, and’ a member of the

Varlious public bodies of the clty, took place at hieg residence, }

Plassy on the 29th of August 1871, to the deep regret of hig fellow




citizens, who subseribed £1,400 to erect a memorial, which was ‘?’»
appropriasted to the forming of the beautiful Publlec Park now formall;
opened to his memory. The entrance to the park 1s artistically
designed of cut stone in the Doric Order. Over the centre archway

are finely cut in high relief the Russell Arms with the following

inscription:- PERY SQUARE. This Public Park was formed by subscrip-
tion in memory of Richard Russell, the land belng given by the Right |
Honble., the Earl of Li,erick.

There have been from time to time, and are at present several of
the name of Russell residing in Limerick unconnnected with our famllﬂ

H.W.R. 1884.



