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I—I]ES week I come to deal with

the career of a dear departed
frlend to whom I owe miuch of
the eredlt fer a lot of the details
concérning many of the old-time
athletic figures of early G.A.A,
days, and even befere the found-
ing of the Association.

Born . at Kilfinane mnetymelght
~ yedrs ago, during a period when
- that district was famous as a hur-
sery of -grand athletic ﬁgures
P. J. Rea grew to me.nhood in
eplendld company, nurtured in the
highest - traditions ef e.thletlc
greatness,

He started -life as a teeeher in
Limerick city, .but .lost. his . job
erlemg out of the part he played
in the famous “Bruff Disputd” of
1896,

This. earlv reverse. however
only helped to demelnsrtrate th:e
courage and h1gh pr1ne1ple of the
Kilfinane man. With only 48 mueh
capital “ag would sod a skylark.,”

as he put it himself, he started|;

.out as a reeldent tutor and family
“orinder.” -

| With the goedwﬂl and help ~of
menv who  sympathised with him
in his somewhat uhnedrned pre-
dicament, . he. ‘“taok to the roads N
trudglngw long  distances to vamous

homes. in the discharge of his
vocation.

Eventue.llv, he eetebhehed hiri-
self = sufficiently to justify the

opening of a civil service and com-
mercial dcademy in Henry Street,
which flourished for long  years,
MAN OF WIDE CULTURE.
A man of wide culture. hLe had
- the highest principles of Honour
- and

integrity. One of hls out--'
ste.ndlng‘ e,ehlevemente was e;-e
organiserr of the Muristér-Con-

nacht Exhibition, which was visi-
ted. by querter ~of 4 million
petrone Secretary to . that great
enterprise was Mr. R, T Hartigdn
of the Royal. George Hetel |

Of a literary &nd patriobtic . tutn
of mind, P. J. Rea devoted much
of his leisure to writing for .the|

Press. He& also wrote three plays
~—-all euceessfullv preduced - and
well received: ‘YThé Well of . St

Malo,” “Kilclooney” and “Brennan

on the Moor,”

Ong Of his sons became parleh
priest of St. Albans, England,
wnilst a - daughter became a :m:m,
in the .Order of the Sisters of
Nazareth.

ATHLETE OF A HIGH ORDER.

P. J. Rea was, in .his earl‘y life
an athlete of a h1gh ordeér, - dig-
'tlngulshlng hlmself partlcule,rl in'
running and walking contests. Let
himi now tell, in his own werds
semethmg of his athletle days and
the men he met in the ective

ar ena e

“We had . no welklsts,” eald that
eminent man of law . and letters
the paternal cha,mplen of che;mp—
ions, Pat Davin, of Carrick, 'Thé
“Am,erice.n Ihvelsmn” did net by
‘any means come up. to the expecta-
tions of all. Ireland but was vir-
tually redeemed by  Gallagher's
band of athletes, Wlth Michéel
Hayes as the phenomena} “bipée-
. dol,”

The colours e.nd me_ntle ef J ef-:

fersonn. and Irvine now fell upon
the manly shoulders of the helyu
~ cross hero, and if commoti honesty
and. moral decéncy be a criteridn
of the essentials for a walkist, then
~ Hayes,  of. Cannocks, . stood,. head
and Shouldérs. above the, mushroomni
growth of pothftere ‘who. .entered
‘the arena as Hayes was bidding the
- old. grass track ‘“good-bye.”

The four men reepenmble fer the
continuiation - of, this eclassic . caliss
‘thenic race walking after.the dual
invasion to America were Valenime
Dunbar P."B. Sutton, J. F. O‘Crows
ley. _and Denis Power* and as the
judgeés .of -walking. were. selected
from . the centre of the Tespective
sports meetings, thev could not
well intérfere with the defe,u.ltmg
competlterﬁ.

TEST OF GOOD JUDGE IN

WALKING RACE. '

'To be  admonished for toul Wall{—-

ing is to discrédit the honour of
‘the entrant, &nd to be “twisted’” or
‘disqualified ig to bring shame upon
the’ ciub. or the townland that gave
you .birth, New the conscience of a
good judge in a Walkmg race is
very often put to a severe test
since ‘in desperate finishes, you
have ~ “lifters,” ‘“Yobblers,” or
clumsy Walk:tsts, and a ﬁrm 3udge
who has no axe to grmd .should
dlequallfy and 'yet it seems brutal
to do so. .

- .In the five years the,t fellewed
the farewell..of Hayes, All- Irelsnd
ehampmn 1885 to. 1889, oné& judge
stood . out ih bold relief .. for thé Hon-
~ est “heel and toe” walkist; Robert
Coll, of Ma1detewn Castle. I—Ie knew
- the scierice of Wa,lkmg, he gduged
the art of the straight knee ang.
hips motion,- and hé acted accbrd-
ingly—in defence and deﬁence

| Southern Ireland had, now enly
Paddy Hogan left, . after ‘Willie.

_'-Bee.umont had roade h1e impression

at the: old Skating Rmk——the 100

True

historic walls of New Tlpperary

'bleed in my compemte parts, .and

try. ‘ceonclusions with
tanee with, Bruff. and Quinlan..

_stltuent
“walkist”

lcall. of
:sera c,h Jﬁark“ framed by Dunbar

- IE xemember eerreth_;;‘_‘;[ con-
'eed’éd Torty-five- yards-to the otir-
efifries: . and - after. the curt ad-

neck and . neck for fully three-

1T got what I

Miles Wali{
'determmation bf Bob Coll it would

Mo, 3)—P.

enough Larry Connere was. Stlll in-
tact but ageing, and Jack Wall held
the. Bansha. side, .the classic. land

where the * Peeler and the Goat”|

got . intg: handlgnps with « the/|
humour of the “ Membér for Tipp.”

—the . genial soiil-spirited Jehn
Cullme;ne.f _

- And then; as if by 1nv1tat10n
W1111e Quinlan. etepp"d'”. forth

from his chrysalis in Knockaney to
overhaul Hogan; and to eheck-mate'
Wall and Cennere -

_ About thig period I was learnmg'
that “thie battle of . ‘Waterloo. was
won on the playmg fields at Eton,”
and that Tim
an oid §ledge over the castle of the
vicinity with the same eage as the
Gobalin Sgor flung the . limestones
on the turrets of Mullaghmast, and |
with the - same facility as Jim
Liyons lifted the “slabs” upon  the

TO TRY GONCLUSIONS WITI-I
HOGAN.,

I had Vouth vigour and faetmn

havmg‘ been ¢linic to suth a herO'
as Hayes, 1. me.de Up -my mind- 1o
I—Iogan in the
open, and to  renew. my. acquain-

At thie timeé Cork and its Con-
.Collegé
who. accordmg‘ to the
“Irish | Gvchst” of ' the perlod was
gettmg Qver ail the “meets” in the
two milés walk in rattling good
time, 14§ minutes, and as OCrew—~

ley was. not. Ionger éxtant he had|

it gl h1s own. way unléss for =
sérgeant in .the  Barracks named
Chalmers, who was often fe,neled
ads the fixed star'

The old cricket fisld in the. Mar-.
dyke was an, ideal céntre. and on|
the 1ith of May, 1886, .I. went down
to mieet youhg Dr.. Hennessy fbr
the first time. The event . was
timed for thnee oeleck and &t the
.&bell I walked . to .my

monition bf the starfer proceéded
en My, Vle Aolorosa, wiping out
inh, three larpe»l the .-“also re;ns,’[ -and
ehallengmg I-Ienneeey and ‘Chal-
mersg on tha seventh la.p It was
a brief strugglé for pmde of ple,ee
for I passed .the yotng “saw-
boﬁee” and elmxht caught the
winner. at. the tape... .

PROUD OF FIR.S“T‘ AHEU?IEE’T
I felt very pi'eud ef my, first
attempt and received a chgé of
fish cdrvers, a réal beauty prize,. T
followed. th1$ up... by  tackling.. the
Kneekanev “pedomiter” at - Bruff
the very next.month, &nd polished
off Cowhey, Connere and Brown-
ing in tHe fourth lap, and then
faced Quinlan in tl ke begmmng of
the second mile e were really

quarters .of _the - Weery way, until
Dr; Me.eNarhare. Striuck the bell
f‘er the lap from home, and then
the party spirit ran . h1gh—“Up

Quinlan”—and he beéing sorely.
pbressed bent the knees - .Very
slightly., yet ' sufficiently helped

‘him to “Webhle” to the tape before-
me. by, e€X4ctly .one. yard,

He got a. “ Gladetene Beg” and.
badly meeded a three-
jewelled lever watch, preeented to
{he --Sperts’. Committee by - that
grand old Gael Michal O’Shaugh—
néssy.

And. now to Kilmallock, Where]
niné men. str1pped for the “Two.
" and only for the fixed:

have bebh & ‘po- as-you_ please”
d1scred1t 10, the young men who
aspired to the race Walkmg At
four precisely the starter got us all
off, and for. the open three laps
henesty re1gned supreme,

- I wds scratch man and ploug hed
my.; Wee,ry_ way, shaking off by de-

‘grees, four, “wobblers,” and attack-|

Ing. in.good order, Cooney, Cowhey
and ODeneghUe The seventh lap
gave me iny mniodicim, and I shot
out like a tangent, end for the full’
last lap “let my mén retreat in
good order;” until.I faced Cooney
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of Kilfihane;

e gy SEAMUS' O CEALLAIGH).

Fair Green, where I met

minute,
| the

had a popular|

-need—-«-ewe leved

on the tape.

| u'pm

yvards

and beat h1m on the tape.
I owe thig . wctory to dedr old:
cham.plen C’oll who. with -several:

members of the committee compli-.

mented me. 6n my- style as a walk-.
ist; prmelpally that prinece of ath-:
letes Larry ‘Roche. . A lovely ecut:

'glaee hutter ceeler, IWlth solid. §il-

ver/ cover was ‘iy . recompénse for'
being true to° my club eolours, .blue

and WhL eé

i'fw ".):’- A e Iﬁ'f'h-{'l? .h' _.' .T" : I

-,Septembe'r,

thers Trehy and. good old
;eecured for

ulace;::

to meet for the ﬁret time Franlr
Dinneen, who eemented the. hqr;eur
of . our alha,nee by  giving Cenners
fully 100 yards in 4 two mile walk,
Cobney 70 vardg and Callaghan 45,
From scratch I had to. speed up,

but I rigidly gavé an exhlbltlen of

race walking befere 4 large and

appreciative concourse. “Oh! had I

‘the wings of & bird,” would be an

appropriate me,rc,hlng tune blit

proceéded and caught two of the

four and left them,
Callaghan and after. a brief “set to*
passed him . and 110w for tné
bloody deed;’ 7 to gainh on the 100
vards man, Coeney This I did with

Quln]_an W&S Shnglng_:ﬁne Judg'ment and CEIBI‘ltV by 87

vards and theti surrendered, I gbt
from the Conimittee a very precty
solid silver Maltese cross.

And now “home to our #Houn-
tains™ for the “Boru" &ports on the
Hogan,
Hickey, - OollOpy and O‘Connell -—
the g"fand finale. of the season. it
was.. a . big gathermg, and the
“walk’ Was clocked for four to. the
The  stéwards were from
1mmed1&te vicinity, the , City
ngh Constable Jamesg Ferreet

acting as call steward and Thomas

Leonard, commercial traveller, &
judge - for the, field evenis. Ja.el;:z..
O’'S than, old full baek was

:lfwallkrf Jjudge, . and with two excep-

tions We toed the line. . Michael
Hickey wasg JL‘lSt out for the second

‘time ‘and he was a fine specimer |

of the Gael, as honest and as fault-;
less ag a. geed Irishman. should be,!
and as swift .and fe:pceful

Poor old “Paddy” was, stale, and
on! the warne. :and more the p1ty of
it. I was tralned to a meet and
Sulliven put us,_ Qn the road. Wlth~
out  an. admoni 1en—-there wag§ no

L_ba.ck this hiere dawg.”
they return with' the dee:d

 the ¢rowds

few short years of my. éxi§ténce,

"chts treated. by

market-on-Fergus, -

then faced W.

At euneet |
ndawgn
and the nigger
populace. by teliing
“he would have WOrl
only for, the other dawg.” We could |
all have won only for the other
fellow, yet 1 got my share in the

in a Wheelbarrew,
consoles the

it was a shdme the way walking
men and . Judgee

wito should knew better and it wWas

just time to wipe . it off the pro-
gramyie. Michael J: Hayes, Willie
Beaumont, Larry Cbnnors of !

W&terferd A, W. Dowling Talla- |
more, were. heneet Walklsts, L-the
same with Mike Hickey, of New- '
and to-day I
give . the  olive branch {6  honest
P’addy Frest of Ga.rryewen,t WheI
has studied the art of walking, . i

1 have before me another. excel-
lent judge at sports, the late Dfr‘
P. Lee, of Kilfinane, who feared
no man when his judgment was
called upon. I. would also like to
compliixent . Deme Pewer of Bally—
Walter on his general Verdlcts a8
well that. fine 0ld specimen of
an Imsh walkist, the Iate J. .

O‘Crowley, of Corig; he was all that
could bé desired.

As a last word, T would like to
see the honest. name. of Pat Glee-
son of “Iiéamy‘s”’ ‘honoured, for
dear Patrick threw the 56 1bs. at |
Cratloe in 1889 the goodly distance |
of ; twenty—twe feet:. |

And now, for- e.ll the peer old
warriors, . fast asleep let me 1m-:

plare _”The peesmg trlbute of a

sigh’-—
No 32—-—M10hael O‘Neﬂl
breedy

of K-

he pastims, we re-

vered the respect due to the Ge.ellc :
Athletic Association. ‘-'_

A FAST PACE. -g-?

I—Ilekev 1ed in a fast pacE, and
Heg‘en at his. side quickly bettght

‘up the . handicapped dtef, and 71°
veng‘tfard "
During'. the four laps of the first
1'mile thére was no change in this
Hogan now went

follerwed “dusty . to

position, tintil
out, with Hickey a yard b&Hind,

!

I then made a miove and led for a-

lap, and twoltwenty . yards
home excitement ran high e.nd “up
Pél’in‘v‘well” was the. wir-cry
the ring. . An iimbrella would riow .
cover us for we .walked abreast;
and on ., the gtitrdneé . to- the
etrelg*ht the crewde forcéed the én-
eleeure and we wers . pitbhferked.
The puhhe could not
for Hoggn .whir =38

he. ble,,m;“ssd
a decent old pork-

.po;pular as

buicher should be, and it was his!

last Walk—mpeor old ‘sailor:’
It  was unammeu;elv ceneldered;
a,  dead-heat, we got 4, prizé
each; nmy s11ver tea pot was worth
the WOrtry. Beth my rlvals e,re,,
“aifer  life’s fitful fevér. ‘sleeping!
well,” e,nd they weré two J'tISt ien, !
T’he walking was  now ebehshedl
and so T rested. on my oOars;. and

relegated my togs to tid erchives.|

The opening' sedson of. 1887 bro-!
duced no. contests, for. ‘the art of |
race ,Welkmm was. gbluised; Orily
one meetmg worthy  of. note |
Riverstown, & few,. miles  below]

| Cork, ecity, and the fifth évent was '
4. “two -mile walk -epen handicap.,”’|

Seven mien all -told etrlpped fef
the event, e.nd | agam I
'scratclhme,n Five were. etr&hgere
and looked nevlcee for they d1d
not know how to we.lk the SlXth;
was I—Iennessv, and I get dn my
me,rk

I was ﬁt' All T n eded wae arn
it judge, Wlie eared no foe!

in shining ariour,” and in tt is I.
was loyslly supported by - Che.lzley,
Holldénd and the brotherg Jamee
and Michael Trehy. of Limerick, I
had the peeple too; at my back
for . from various angles arose
“Well -walked Limerick,”
the close of thé second last lap the

. at!l:

wag|

lrenn-

from '

but . .at

‘“dog' trot” began and yet I walked |

into. the Wmner

i—iUT ARGUMZENT

MlCh el Trehv at once eb3eeted
and a very
when a rée-walk <%as
but whleh was refused, |
brief eeniult&tmn the. deeent com-
Imttee .

demanded

-Holland,

e, 4

hot erahment arcse|.

to Wlthln feur-

After @ -
the request of the bro-'.
epeelal gold

mede,l which I leek “Upon as one,‘

of my . fancy .,r1zee.4 ,

In the walking reaces . 1 am rte- '

miinded of a nig % er dog. ﬁghj: where !
8, f)ull dog is facing the a.rene., and
where his owner shouts to6 the pop-

o ’T‘ls plckm up meney to]

mllee 1n 15 heure 22 mmutes

"e:!




