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WHY THE AVOY
AFFAIR MATTERS

HE MANAGEMENT r.::} Limerick’s Savoy
@0y racial discrimination.) What they do not
gny, however, is that on Ffldd}", October 26th
st & doorman, when asked if it were true that
8;icks were not allowed intp the public lounge,
geisted: “'Yes, that’s right = 1 have my orders
#om the management.” Nul]; in view of the evi-
gnce of six people, can it be denicd.
immediately after the incident the Limerick
[cader approached Mr. Jolin McGechan, man-
ger of the entertainment complex. He could
quu:H} have defused the sitbation by explaining
it it was all a mistake. He ‘did not do so. His
mbiguous silence was eventually broken by
ash allegation. |
.. For example; Mr. l\jc{]cei_mn belatedly
daimed - that the four Afyican students were
genicd entry on October 26th because of bad
nguage the previous night. Yet a garda who
ysited the Savoy on"October 25th says he heard
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the only bad ldnguage heard|by journalists inves-
gating the -affair has come
gement side. |
And. wh.::tt of the complaint by Mr. Tony
O'Mara, proprictor of the Savoy, that the
limerick Leader “blew. up’] the story? What, in
gher words, is so terrible about the barring of
fur people: from a public lounge?
Mr. O'Mara misses the point.
affmr is important not si
tentially devastating effects on race relations
nireland and Nigeria, on infernational links and
gn Limerick’s rapidly growing reputation as-a
gat of learning. What matters most-is that
man beings were strippe
[Hgnily.
 You don't allow blacky in here,” the door-
mn wis asked. "t Yes,; that'sfright,” he answered.
Ihave my orders from the management.”

NEVER ON A WEEKDAY

LMERICK COUNCIL of [Trade Unions, who
e plannmg. a PAYE jdemonstration on
Decernber 15th next, are |right to renew the
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The Savoy

wthing offensive from thel Nigerians. Indeed,

from -the man-

ply because of 1ts

of their God=given

Jit

Hér merry laugh rings soft and
- clear

And, like the duleet vonee; i

It falls like music on the car

And makes the heart rejoice.

Oh, may no cares the joys
. abate,

Or gloomy fears returd

The fondest hopes of blushing

Kate,
The Maid of Sweet Coolard.

The author of the foregoing died
almost o hundred years ago. He
wits known m Listowel and afl over
North Kerry as The Blind Een-
nessy. He was totally blind at the

time of his death, which was, alas,

pitifully premature. He was only
forty-two years of age when laid o
rest in lastowel graveyarnd.

- When he died, there were few, il
any, poets capable of writing in the
fine byrical vein which he adopied
with.s0 much case. Everyihing he
wrote was well above the com-
monplace and | can recall few:
pedestrian poems by this news-
ApeDL CUM reporier cum poet.

Hame_

His Tull name was Denis C. Hen-
nessy, and it is indeed remarkable
that Em' unly published work has
never ” been reproduced. It was
cilted “The Lays of North Kerry
and Other Poems and Sketches.”

Al the time of its publication, it
wirs proscribed by both Church and
State, which is rather odd, when
you come 1o think of it, because D.

- U Hennessy was a devout Roman
Citholic apd this was the wvery
LChureh which frowned upon: his
only opus,

He was also a dedicated

Nationalist, but he was not above.

paying tribute to the local landlord,
which also makes it difficult 1o
comprehend why his work  was
unfavourably reccived by the
State. Lord Listowel was an excep-

lliun:tl landlord, 1t must be saud.

When he and Lady Listowel visited

the town inthe seventiesof the last

century, . C. Hennessy composed

the Tollowing tribute:

Just now when wie find other kind-
Aords are hent

Un Living on the screw of oppres-
stom skl tighter,

By raiking the rents over Tifty ner
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when the trusice
Listowel handed
Qurtinard 1o th
lown 'in minetey
could probably b
now no obligatic
kowtow 1o the 3
when o landlor
destiny in his gr:
blame o thit m
iribute 1. ensure
nessy's chiel souw
the newsagent's
where  this wri
cndeavouring
sips About him.
He also worke
ter untit his sigh
then for a numb




