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Down under

IN Australis, if a car fs pulled up to check tax and
Insursnce, the driver bs first breath tested,
B 1 o bants, beat o

Even octogenarian reverond mothers in anclent
Austin Sevens have to try to get the wind up on

Here in Limerick, over the August bank hol kday
weekend, gardai bagged 452 drivers and arrestod 17, S0

often da.

In reality, the law was a bit vague as 1o what consti-

tuted encugh to allow a gards o ~form an opinbon™,

And, in any case, most people who falled the intoxiliser,

and were charged accondingly, arrived at the bocal court

with thelr hands up, and fook their punishment with.
L

out any evidence nesding to be sworn. As far as | could
s, broath festing was ; [at:H randam.
When [ first started out in buitiness, prosecutions

for drink driving were rare. To begin with there
wereln'l as many cars on t
drink taken were often coming from racoe
mnm:nrmhﬁhrm.lnmmmn flights at
Shannon were de:ﬁmd by several hours
headwinds or mechanical problems, the upstairs bar
ddid a roaring trade through the night o the Tarn il bes of
passengers walted and the men choss the
the oocasion that was fin i, with no thought for the oon-
Filim::hw mikght be in when they subsequently sof cff
or ¢

The chanees of belng cavight were slimmer too, Thers
werd fewer ganda cars, and a the public attitude
was fir more toberant todrink driving. A who
a name for targeting drink drivers would often be to
bl‘.' his ml&mmmmmlhwmu.m
Er::.'llg :I:}ﬁ: in smaller towns and villages, a chanee to

& living.

On topal :E:l,ll'nwt-ﬁ‘:imdlﬁmzmmanm?m
a1 being arrestod on suspicion, a doctor hiad to
b a1, the St Snd b2 wouid wimeie
TLIEm e &% poti suipect o
ooins from -ﬂ

*o

the ooz, to stand on one leg and to a
straight line. The doctor would subsequently have to
at Court abid swear as to his observations and then
sanr il 2Tt e et et e

TR
mechanically YRlille oo Dka Soceaion G b

all on thelr customors i
the surro COAET jde. Rural [ was far
mare heavily ted is noew the caso, and laxis

Bt a ook at the Eﬁph' who a
on drink driving changes w s o indleate that
there are two sectlons of socleby both male, which fea-
ture most prominently The first, and most prodictable,
are young people whio had been detected comibng from
discos amd such places. These are of ihe Jroap
which provides us with the majority of rm:rnﬁ: ithes,
Bt the other group ane middle :#od andd even ebderly
et Whio haree not sdjusted thoir lifsitvles sinee the s
huis progoessively been Ughtened up, and who comtinge
to *take the chance™. They doem it unfair that they can
130 lomger drive to the pub and ra fow of camdts
aver A couple of drinks and dr o ey resent
it when the hsdpe puts them ofT the road for & year or
two. A friend. a man older than mywelf, fecly 1ilke that
mnd wotiders whether the boy rcoers can be ngﬂm
without depriving the likes of himself of one of the
few pleasures left to him. Offhand, [ can’t imagine how

that could be done without hoving one Hmif for the
under 3% and another for (hose and the legality
of dolng that would be constitat] Ao befid

The puft-

IN September 1884,
one Edmond Cooke
was appointed traffic
inspector to the
ey

ay. which oper-
ated from Mewcastle

1mil 1 mw]dh‘?ha
mimilar 0of Wil ]
H'.uhbur?m Neweasile
Junetlon Raibway at the
FET 5 “M'E:: hllslr:r m&
pany agreeing to find h
B house and the
cost of fursis It armd
o provide him with two
suils of clothing a year,
But the whole Hne fram
lis Junction with the

'ln'lll.'!lr to Tralee, was in
reality operated uwrder
comtract by the Waterford
and Limerick Hlll.rr.t:.[
And the WELHE didn's
a late belng eritl-
cited ower the ina n?uaw
standard and guant
it carriages and the re
ularity af lts serviee,
which was exactly whai
#r Cooke had been
trgl#}'n:d to o
- B0 mmenths after his
appoiniment, the WALE
complained that Cooke,
presumably resplendem
in his new inspector's
uniform, had been found
tmoking ::1 n nnu-mn;;—
ing carriage. Mot only
that, bt M'tl'ucl also tray-
elled In uniform in a first
clats carriage, fo the dis-
tress of the gentesd ladies
apd Atlemen therein,
who felt an; at hav:
ing to share their plusk
carriage with the hired
Belp in lvery The WELR
threatened o withdraw
all of Cooke's faciliijes.
Relating to the frst
complaint,
thiat

W&LE may have had for
seeking fo disci the
suspect
ay have been
ety o ’thntmru.tn aftm;
l.lh]'l n & Conn
enforee a unnklnlrgm.
Smoking was not per-
Lt o b deleterious in
those days, and a man
thnhmuld afford fo
SIS [ 5 AR O Ell:lm
to sucking o clay dicidin,
would be seen az beln

not of the common he
mnd & exl above [hé Fodl.
Such plo were not wwy-
ally formally uphraided
tor their actions, bt
inttead might Be quistly
tnken o one side in the
hotel lounge of an
evening, where a pallsy-
'l'ﬂ-|l-!ak' word in the oar
wounld more than salfice
to remedy matters,
Tralns had smoking
amd qnn-lm-:-]:] ing car:
rluges  wntl TRCEnl
docades. but (b slewly
Began to dewn on railway
operators that it was &
waste of money to have to
haul two heavy ﬂ::#u
where one would suffjce,
sapecially on lines where
PREEnpeT OUMbETE were

puif

lewe
S0 the obvious solutbon
Wk Uo ban smoking alto-
gether. This was i 1.Llli,r
achieved Er} the simple
expedisnt
the ashirays from arm-
ml-ihhbn]t ends and side
AT ul some peopie
stlll smoked and chucked
their fag-ends oufl the
windows or slse stubbed
them oul on the wvinyl
floori

Mg
But the newer trains
wers cenlrally ventilaied.
oand carriages had no
ing wi save (n
¢ doors at either end.
This led to smokers chiat-
tering the ays Buit
i even ihe doors don's
have opening windows.
People coon ecame 1o
realizs that they wouwld
have te forego :;u- wirse]
for the duration of their
urney. and the only
place in a traln where one
mni',h.l: silll get & whiff' of
atale simoke [5 in the lava
lories—hardly the mozt
appealing of surround-
ings in which fo indulge

the habilt,

it H
Bdmond " Bookss I

E‘E-:I!I’!- Ago, have had
itthe 1o do with his smoX-
indesd, the

In; and,
WhLE comtinued o
obatruct his work Tl
R;ﬂ'l’l.ﬂ]ﬂ: him wiih traf-
records and station
accounis, 3o his reports
o the twa cwning comps-
nieg on the operation of

their respective parts of
the line were probabl
Eentative at best.
Relations wore o becoms
Bven more acrimonbous
before they better
1887, ook combined it
5 C0ETE i
dutmﬂu inspector with
thioss of general manager
of ihe Listowel and
Ballybunion Hallway, the
unigue sysiem commonly
known as the Lart]
manorall, untll kis retine
ment aE  Ins lor at
Hewcastle ) in
danuary 1301 with a com-
ﬁ;!“tm package worth

I was in Listewel Last
work and was glad to pee
the replica lomgih  of
matorall, with it engins
and carri & stradd]ing
thhe Aresiled running
track, altracting goodly
numberg of loarisis. The
englie looks simblar to
the original twin:boilered
omes, large forward lamp
and all, but s disie] pow
ered. But the PALAOEeT
accormInodation isa faith
ful reproduction of the
original, and the experl-
Hl':n:? 15 enjoyed by all who
visin.

Jimmy Deaihan is the
chairman of the
and tells me that the
Lartigue Beritage traln 18
M‘I'-l-lﬂ!l' Paying its 'i'ﬂ-fa;
marity mesiorat
visilor atiracilons any.
whers in the country

As | walched the “new

Lartigoe®
sunshine, [ [a that |
saw the 1 of Edmond
Cooke, thumba in his
lapel and puffing on
sturdy cheroat, Ft‘ﬁ'l.l.dl}'
mélﬂim relncarns-
thon dream which
mlhlﬂ !'Ln.h"cl 2 bt to

thon on March 1, 1888,

The siretch of ordin

railway for which he b
been tralfic

T, ihe
50 malbes from Hajl
o Tralee, was m“ug
closed by CIE in 1977, an
has since been taken up.
Bat a2 1 sauntered
Rathlkoale's Matrix Whay
the newl developed
mature walk in the town,
it was nice to ee that the
ofd rallway route, there,
a3 in Ardagh, Newcastle
Wiest, Harnagh,
Tempeglantine fifid
Abbeyfoale, s still in use
as a valuable pubdic faci]
g
I om graigful o Tom
Ferris of lam Allen
FPublishing in
Leleesterihire for provid
ing e aciith o rfufnrbiu:f
af a splendid néew .
“Waterford, Limerick &
Wesiern Roilcoy™, cgr the
emiment  rofloa izt
rian. Ernir enNerd,
which moch af rhis
ek s colemen 13 sodnroed.
The Ad hardback is Bril-
llomily  researched and
brviahly illvatraded and ix
Rowr on s3le al a very mod-

5 price L8, iy
p--!ﬂ%ﬁ BYRNES

Tl in the



