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WAY back in 1978, ull-tl‘l.la_!'glhu first plrate randio sinilons

in Limerick wns RLWE, a shortlived but exciling
adventure in which [ mysell was involved.

Faddy Halion from Shannon built the gadgoeiry, If.uﬂ:-
ing the cost of averything to a minimum because ihe
“odfeeshals™ from  (he parimont of Pogis and
‘Telegraphs (1 swoar, that’s what the minisiry was called
at the time) could radd as at ant-dtlm-:- and confiscate sur
equipment. As indesd they did, but we hod » seeond
cab's whiskor trapsmitter undor wraps owt and wery
back on the rir 1= o i

keep costs oven lower, much of our gemernl pro-
ramming was anchored by lads who were nlrondy

H ] :-1:1?-:-' im ihe hotols around thb-r ﬂth:.:

Onir M ETLATSR was & very br E young ch
called Paul Linnell, ewnaun%mmung-u:h::auuﬂ
his background. He was from silverstone in Enginnd,
'-'hfri\': lhf“}urmu]u o racing takes place, and he was
i to inform us that the lecals (and people really in
e know) promounes 1 as ~stisa= His ded had bote o
tbacco farmer in Zimbabwe, then Enown as Rhodesia,
and the family had later moved to Ballydehob in west

£k, a2 & rosult of all of which experiences the young
Plassey atadent had o world view which was enviable in
the gleamy and introspective Limerick of the late 15705,

The raclio dtatlon didn't Inst long. a= 1 sald, and
we closed ostensibly o as 1o be wall-poaitioned legall
1{H] Iy For the official lkconess which, -.remmumf,
wid Juist around the corner. In fact, nmany years were o
alapde Bofore a licence for local eadle in Limerick
weild be granted, and by then cur Ll team was well

gealboped.

Paal Linfell fEnished his smodies and graduated in
1980, jeined glant Westinphowss and was :fluwbtd inio
Ilim;ltllnitl onal labyrinth,

nd o thing: rensained antil st Saiusday whon my
plose rang skortly after Ireland’s brave bil ultimately
un#scehiaial joust :IEIﬂl:nll Mew Tealand in Hamilton. {i
was Paal, & voice unheard by me for over a guariorof &
ceniury He was in Adare, en route to Korry His present

B ks as a high-powered tusiness conmElant, carcently

sl in, of all places, New Zoalanad

As we chatted, 11 fimock nee thet nothing at all had
happened ia the Intervoning decadss, and woe spoka ai
thoagh we hod last converssd enly the day before. He
was Just ag | had rememborod him_ ever happy and
cheerful, knowlsdgeable and articulate, and with
chirpiness which time had ot faded ko tho beast.

Mot many today will rermember Pauls time in
Limerick. But, for mo, it was nice o have those heady
impetdous days browght back in their full colour by o
simple unexpecied plopn call,

The Cu

ROW, pay nitention. Yo
aur beasm.

It ks Boyae, Baszcivnskl, Bak, Jop, Towlakow
Smolarek, Sabalewski, Jacek Hn}'nm‘el:,P.ﬁqymHuwmh;,
Zarawaki and Rasiak.

ot a Beane to be seen, but our new Pollsh warkmates
are the cheerlondors in this neck of the woo=ls as (he
Warld Cup progredies in Germany So, for (his month al
Jl'!"l:ll-i‘:. Palard I:t'u.st"l .

ay “wo™ wenl down to Ecundor {n Gelseoakirehsn
1nag l-‘rh'la_\i_nmh:, and [ don't much faney aur chamoes
againgal Michaol Ballack's Germany in Dortmnd
tomosyow bual the Costa Hica gamoe of tho 20ih skosibd
aee 38 geraps through. Onee Germnny has gualifled. the
second alof should be wide open, and T woen't give up
antil the whale procedurs has been exhauated

In fsirmess, not being Polish royseldl, | can affard 1o he
& bit mare philosophbcal than the growp of yourng Mas
with wham [ walched Fridays game ot the Dog and
Maltot. There they were, Tukasz. Retal. Szirepam,
Czarek, Tobiasz and Rafal, wiih ihe broad red siripe
down the front of thekr shirts bearing POLSKA in large
and unmistakablo letters. They wers prouad of their
Folishmess, and vooally urged thedir aide to ever groaler
offorts, even though thelr team was being thorowphly
hammered by a team from an inhospitable voleanic
nation more renowned for ginnd tarbolees and 1aking 115
fnams from the Equator 3 are 4 abjex] race, as their
history would indicate, bat, as the game went on, those
six lads displayed every emotion from elation to despair
and back again, The resi of us a:trl.uln.ﬂ;-' fult sorry for
thom s the gamo receded pasi hope. When it was all
over, thoy finisked their battles Okoclm, Tyskie or

b, thanked us for our sclidarity (how appropriatoly
:Egr!.mlli:hn“ e Wh!unlﬂ the =11kl hﬂﬁ‘ evening,

BIF RISeRCE made 4k b more prpnEnt by the shegll
EFIII%I-M-'I- %’hlﬁ o l'l-_ill.'l;l:h::.'l.;:'rhuad.

P bt 4 again tomorrow, when tho
Diog -nnd Hﬂ{ul will ofce more beconse & itk Bt of
Warsaw or Krakow

hve to bearn the line-up of

Off the rails

HOW wvery interest-

ing. They are to re-

the Limerick to

igo line at a4 cost of

about €2 million per
kilometre.

And that"s only the
SENFE,

There are well over 300
level crossings on the
route, What would it cost
per year io man them? On
the ofhar h-nn-l.“ir |E:
crossings wakn all 1o
automated, opch  set
woltld cost somsething 11ke
300,000, That's D3 il
llon for crosings alans,
and before anyono uses
the droaded word “main-
EemAnco .

In all, traecks, erossings,
statbons and rolling stoe
we're mlking aboui €388
million, with soeneihing
likke a €5 mbllonples
annual runn cial sk
venijon from Ty

4re
E}ihé‘l::s.ﬂ:lsn't.:t?

aybe. But that 355
mbillkon s what just elght
kilometres of the Luas In

Dublin has cost.
seonoamics of truns-
port do nof follow the
prafit and loss accouwn-
wmEey rules applicable to
ofdinary business.
Transpert s {irst and
foremes] a sorvice which
wi décide 1o provide oar
aplves with and for which
Wi are préepaced fo pay B,
wWith water, SewWOrngo,
lelephones, Broadband
and podat, forms part of
thi Batlonal infrastrec.
tkee  which allows the
BFeatier e<onomy (o oxist
and fouwrish. Decisions
abopl the provision of
Infragirisciare, whether
F:Ilmlkﬁl‘_u' o  privately
Mtﬂmgyrr Igm::r-lll:.'
o 18ical con:
5|-dﬂ:|'a|-|ﬂ'ﬂ'|$. wnlc’h L]
reglonal polbey and ke

It ig & polltical decisbon
ihat we aré again to have
a continuoils wesiern pas:
snger rall link from
Roaslare to Waterford,
Clanmeel, Limerick, Ennis
and into Galway Mayo
anid Sligo. Desplite the fact
that the roads al thi
same corridor are io be
aperaded, this .1I|'|§]r:-:llur|.n
rail connection is deemed
by povernment to be an
imperative for the eco-
nombc  regeneration of
the whoble west of tha
countey Groveae B EmeT
el joes that twoe sirips of
iron, just 1.8 matees
apart, will make 5 huge
impact 1o the wholo west-
e 5o ]

Meithor of the wa
major studies into this
Frvu_'u'nt. howevir, has
pand evidemco thai the
rall corrldor will Bave
n.E[iI_:.' but the alendopost
effect, especially in the

Maya and Slge areas,
which already :ah:u'.u_- rail
services radlating inta

tnem from Dublin and
where ccoimie docline
has  contbmeed despite
that fect. Ofe ol the afiad-
les  sugpests that the
whole soute b preseryved
for possible g a1 Somes
time im the indeterminste
future, bt that & better
b would B the develap-
ment of commualer ser-
wieea ki the hinterlands of
mnlor comtres, such as
Ghlway and. of course
i.‘illfil'let' .Hiu:' i

e, the ro n [
the Ll.mr.-n-:tﬂf: ﬁnl:
|.|r|.-|!|l and i1z being

ulipped more recentl
l,'r:-ﬁll'l. o freguaent :|]11.|.1.|:I:

service |a deomed 1o have
bepmy B pEladive SUSCeRE. A
:- K MS?HH@;T would he
w0 KL HOR BIER. [OE.
silily with re-opened sts.
thonad 4 Longpavement
Crat and
Slxmblehridge.

O the line to Limerick
Jupction. creating parks
and-ride commuter stops
at Dola, Pallasgrean and
Dramkesn mighi also boe
worth looking o, nnd &
shuttle om the Nenogh
line could alse be wortls.
whille

Bait = that nz far as
thinking has gome™

I'm about 1o fell yom
samething which wou
doubitless already know,
bt may nol have pald
tiisch akbentlon to,

As one drives the splon:
did mew motorwxy-sian:
dard dual carcingeway
from Limerick fo Adare,
one cannot ot motkos tho
fact that o enilway line
parallels the road jusl to
thie morth. The oblogant
overpasses along ihe pow
roadway cach even Bave
an oxtrn oye o fRckilitnge
the rablway 1rack
Constructing thess now
bridges over the railway
as well as the rond capnot

have come cheaply
But when 5‘:‘3 woul last
sov @ traim use fhat line?
That lime oned carchbed
senper anil traf-
c from Limerick all the
woy to Tralee. In recent
decndea the lne wodt of
Hallingeane nEar
Enthkealy has been taken
u, leaving @& track whichk
epanects Limerkck with

the port of Foymes only.

I-Ii‘up;uwnn nt that, |'||-,=|I:-|-|_=
1s no L tradTle, As far as
fnr Elroann is con
o pd, (ha B0 i3 claged,
and ne altesmpl has been
madle I promole i for
ARY purpeds ainos the last
revenue-ohrning train,
CRETYIRE forillisar
palntes, widd it nlgh on a
decade agoe, In el even
Inspection carsy and wooed.
-\!-il‘.‘ﬁ}'lnu traims  aren’t
allowed to run the foll
lengh wihal thers 1s of ft
Eeiaige & bridge over
tldal Robertstown Creek,
[l T Aughinish
Alumina, i romesd
unsafe, and there am mo
piang 1o X i 3o the line
o PalricEswell, Adare,
Askealan sl Foynes s
Juat sfiting there, rusting,
ovin thiiagh larnrid Edire
amna has biearrely chosen
i peplace most of the
level crossing gabes amdd
has painted up the sur
rounds. The services of
i bevel crossing keopors
e been dong dispensed
with.

However, the State |5 to
andérwrite expendiiors
of many millions toe pe-

n the line from Caork to
Middbeton, with the rest
ﬁ 1]'t-ulI line nrt.hw.wd ia

al a% a rea athdl
I.lruﬁ];bnr ok, Hepn?xnm-
muber stations are fo bo
ided on the main

m“'lét-b.hlhw lime too.

e, a iy Bkt ol ienag-
knatbom, n.11.dllr:. lot of palst-
loal pressure, could ses %
rall link re-esiablished
with commuier sorvices
hetwesn Limerick and (5o

county™s principal town,
Hewcastie Wesl, which
now has a ulation well
in exceszs of 7000 agd
rowing  expononiimlle
fhe bod of

th  trme
exdsts all the wiy oxcopl
for @& small ap In

Rathkeale town, buat that
gap could easily be closed
by =imply keoping bto ihe
north of that tows's
3 ih b

Such & servies, with
glmple statlaps il
Hathkenls, Adaero  and
Fakrickswell, ns woll as a
copvenient new platform
af Raheen  indusirial
exlabe, coald link inla &
Shannon:Ennls SOE-
mwber syatam And provide
Limerick wiih what hi
onpe had-—a pail hub the
envy of the cofniey. akd
focasing op an already
existing sommuler
radlus. As akid prices in
the efty™a & o
e o ddcalale, paopht
nre ESore and o will
IRE 19 e E e 1n
towen anud villagoes, where
pood] schoals and conve
mieat dheps  exist. In
forms of sSecond lovel
scheols, Couniy Limerick
ke surely thi bosl served
In ihe whole enankry, and
third level adimission g
ures would seem to sup
part that esmtenticn.

I would hold that & com-
probensive commuter sers
viee an roules which
already exist would be far
meore valuable than pro-
viding fnter-city style
Iruinsg all the way (o S1ipo
whilch very fow would wee,

z N BYHNES




