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C}N TUESDA‘I"

Majesty

I 1900 the Brit l'l"1 Empire had a population of some §00
il bon paopde, comiprised 11 milibon squane mEe, and oow
i & guaries of e land mass of e workd. In fael, iven
that mnsch of the resf was searing desert, Impeneirable
fungle of frozen tundra, the British Empine has an eoo-
meEmie mailery wnrivalled apnywhonn

The empire was suppoded 1o bo soll suTickent in svery:
thimp, and so it was-—but to the benefit of Britain or, more
to the podmt, of England,

Miony of he acattered territoriog Werd aOonom
fnirly wesdess, such as a bot of the African posescsbons, nne
thiy were not worth the cost of ndministering srd defend-

ag hem
af some colonics wire moneyspinners from the star.
Cannde was probably the most valunhble, its mining. gradn,
g LT Il.'l.l.'.'lbi.'rll-‘lz IZ'-I'I!E‘i;LI.'l"ll:'!E !||l3‘:|I]-|I'IE large EvlbirTS.
Thess days it is strange to on acthvely dis
couraged free trade betwesn Canada and the United States,
pefierring that the Canadians leok 1o the modher couniry
as its ?H.m:.rj. trading partner
Of the £00 mutlm ||1!1'|.'|1:|r..||1|::, af the British Empire of
1000, mowd, of eourae, lved in India which ihen incioded
ma' ¥ Pa..'ﬁl.ﬁan 'md Bangla Desh. It ix fakr 1o say that the
1 he then British Emplre has a combined
|Il:=.|rl.-lLitlﬂ‘1 l:-:-.l:l!r nfm Peast threa (lmas thal amouni.

“Thie British Empire” continuced as stich antil the
“BAritih Commonwealth of Natlong™ was fsed iny
1830, the nanswe Rkaving been firsl sugppesiod oIkl
Affica™® Jan Smults nd oarly as 1917 1 the
Cammonwealth wad by no nssans all of the empine Slost
Eorritaries didn get n look in al Imperinl Conforences
Indis, In partboular, was pmored, degpite having well over
hall of the entine popailafion.

In EBST. Casds Eﬂ bevomye the first colany to be mades a
ﬂjﬂﬁﬁl‘liﬁ__@fﬂlﬂmll". Aniateal s Todlovwsd im T, Mew
: and in 1907, Sauth Africa in 1910 and(and this is where
w ooene 0 the Irish Froo Stake in 1921,

W pud onrselves outslde the Commonwealth in USEE by
declaring ourselves a republie When the dominkon nl.'
Fredin {1947} deciared o mﬁﬂuhal.c im 1960, §f was oo bI.E
hiciked east, and this sl the precodent for Fa!l-.mm.

_ and ather new republics to fake 1!1l:|r il

Skr Iwor Roberts was British m m o
years apo and suggested kn L:m:e-:':-,k tlsat e :-t-aa:- 5- 1r.'|
,Eutn the Commonwwalih. 1 persomally b happher H

woes s well

TE v.vu]d T m t-:r.\il-'.lminu the eura, the mﬂrl-r P_r:-
bom amd ELL Wo don’t hevve mach n coans
talis! 'l-'l'll'l- erl:J Riorra Loeone, bul woe have a real

et in ha.rm-:!nhlnu affalrs with otir theanes! felgh.
bolr

The lanes

1 ]J]I!‘-.Th.tw misch gow] weather daring my few days off
A Wk foursd moyseld doing o bit of eading.

And, r.\ pasaage of fen yoars {and not having seen
=14 FI.1.|:|:}I re-read Angeka’s Ashes,

I alse reresd Sedn Spellissy’s 1989 easy-reading
Limerick the Bich Lansd, & peorfect Inteoductban (o bath city

couniy
43 of the later ook, | found whet, at Qs
sipht, to link 1.'I1.t'l'n'n MeCourt paints a bitterdwnnet
Tmh.m:- of life in the city®s Innes, ; Spellicgry lists the
ane e of IFlahiown,

O eosdrse, hEcCourt didn® l?l‘l.l'ﬂ' i In amchent Irishican.
Irishtown was that part of the fortilled cliy which con-
necled with Englishtown 'l.l-i'l 'H;llll.;'tl [elarsd wia Baal's
Bridge. Irichiown was a rough h:-:-:n[-:lnal arna, eiretch.
i Baal's Bridge to £ Hpn:'imnl: £t John s Sguare and
along Mungret Street to the Mk Morkoel. Fragements of (he
walls of lrishiowm remain 1o 108 day, Muangret Street, lead-
img to Mumprel Gate, was so nomed oo !-.'[tuurﬂ il
cosgile of mibet 16 he wedl, Wis once e £lie of oneof the
couniry's greatest and largeit monns st ments, dabd
SUEnN Lo prodale (he coming of St Palrick, and which onee
boasted | 900 monks and any number of scholars 11 sur-
vivad Viking ralds in the ninth contury, and lasted into the
110

Bui the names of the ng-disappeansd Irishtown Lanes
are & mivtune of the self-evident and the deliphifol, Some
juasl indicxted their iy 0o stractures, Sl 23 Ball
Alley I.anr Tn'.n ‘nll Lane and Barrack !.au':.-:'=I Oithers
TS AT rﬁiﬂ("’ ag !'H!l'ﬂﬁl'l".i- f-FII"IWW'I'IlI'-I.B e blies
Soott’s Lane, 'L‘r'i fame Fr
LaEie, .'Si.hr:h;. A, ﬁ.‘ln‘eﬁ"s L.'l.mz. nes L.'m:- i1 |
Lane, Curry Lans, Puresll’s Lapns, Joshuw's Lane and
Moore's Lane.

(ibers may haove reforred fo trados sod tons,
oxamples 'bll-u'l White Wine Lane, Goats Lane, Hatters
Lane and Penclls Alleg !Ii';m'lu'r': l?nr'l:ll'nl.:: I'm;jrrfm'rdh
cutlery making or to piking hay for horses, but [ suspect
poime poor fellow wh.!.rl wis lambensd with the sobebguet of

IECT WAL PespaOrig | hie.

I'd Liko 1o think thai Beabby Lane was named for Clafr
Cenndalreach, Ot Scabby-head, a 104k oeflury VIKIAg
king of Limerick—but | donbl it

THERE was no
a.lEgm train on
Christmas Day.

Oy ey l.:|1.' oo waakday
I:t'|:|'|:||.1l:_:i out the  year,
Saturaays included, the
farly moeraing train frmm
Limerick arrived =
Mawcaatho Wiesl on (e dod
of 7.15 and there 1o meel
it wns a local postman bo
eollect  that mnrnknﬂ:
meail and bring the sac
usunlly ecight or so in
numbar, 1O the poEl oIfice
ab nes 1.1'!h:>' Bishop Street,
far sorting.

The mails wers (run
dled from the stalion on
an open handcard, but
there wWaR never &
roparied case of any
mklbag bolng stolen by a
robbor or oven bedng tam.

red with by sonse voung

lackpuard S &
thonght wonld never
CEeEs anyona's mind,

The train brought mail
to the main towns along
i3 poute  and, allar
Mowcastle West, would
deliver to Abbeyfeale and
l..-|=§-1!'l'-'l-\!'| B fore pProgrees-
ifg to its fAnal deslina.
tion, Tralee, Being a
stenm trabn., e
mowcanile Weal poaiman
had n slighily longer time
oviiklable 10 mako his ool-
lectlon at the statlon than
had his colleaguos olo-
whero, [sTe T the
engine rogulred (a6 be
tiurrid and relinked to
the truin's other end, &
procedure which ook
about 10 minutes, befors
the anward journey fo
KAorrya,

But thers was fo 7.15am
triin on Christmas Doy

Alsp B those dave,
before the Second World
War, there was nothing

about posting early for
Christmas aither. ]
posted cards and small

rewly Ay lale as

hristmns Eve in the oon-
ﬂl]l:'l"l! expeciation that
ri:n!nl:\r of mall would
reach its destinatlon in
the tﬁllu'li""il af the greal
d:l# (ECTIN
he qhmmcﬁ of the
tEnin B that ape day af
the year meapt that the
muall sacks came by rosd
in o |:I'I.I‘5l' truck T]'I.H-
[

canaed & bl delay: To
bogin with, the truck
arrived In  MNewcastle

Weat after Bam and this
Was compounded ! thi
Fict that the driver knew
nn_;uhl.ng ahout stacking
his truck in such & way as
to focllitafe an orderly
unlcading. B the
Newcaiile Weal sacks in
tha pile had to be disen-
tangled, one by one, from
those el imed for
Abboyfenle and Listowel
And aecondly, there were
usually aboul & ar T
gncks to be iakon off, all
of them stalfed o Barst
ing polmt, an amoani of
mail which would repre-
sent thot of & fall wesk or
mare nt any olher tims of
the yonr

AL the post oflice, the
first job wns to s rale
the mall for delivery by
hackney car to the village
past o 8 roundahont,

The Newcasile West
sarfers, who were also ihe
local postman. thon pre-
pared for their own deliv-
ary runs, and the mail
had o b placed in thelr
malchele in the onder of
the homesteads Lo be vis:
ited. Many envelopes com-
Lnlnrd. Wg}l;cl:rl:mu gg]]ln

FoUght whn and
White Siar liners to Cabl,
glfts which made all the

diffepenos o MWANY A famy:
iy in the diamal 15304
Thore weérgd nd Yans

thon, and tho ELEnan
marely lad thair eling,
Usually it was woll past

mbdday bofora thoy wWepe
ready o sot.off on their
respactive four or five
hour delive rotles.
Daylight would be well
Eone fore they would
make it home I!I:! their
familles to @ whnt
was el of Chr !-|II!|3.F= fap
themselves.

Apart from the huge
volusne af past, e poaEl-
man"s Christmng Dy 'F.-I.li

also hqmi};:-“
unfalling pital 1!r Ih
the up to 2000 houses bo
which ench man would
call that day Chrilstmas
Day was ul.'rw accislon
whon [voure rendoered
durin year wald he
repaid. Those favaurs.
Aally b the oosnt
skde, nsunlly involved t
P IERD esllocting pon-
sions ar :nren:r:rllunx,
FWIE EF‘U’##T TE an
'l'ﬂ el radie batteries.
E was the most
t-:t:n table “Christmas
and peopls were
gnnmu: but it was the
Erip on the it:'l_l'l l;'l? m
prossed plass wliih
which was the bane. If a
poatman had acoopied
such a drink ol an carlier
Bouas, the whiff of boozs
woiild mako b impoagible
to refuse at all farther

doors. And the saichel
woutld galn welght rathor
than loslng it, &5 boftkes
of siout, or af somolhing
slronger, were ndeded 1o
s contents.

S0 POFEMET SUCCOss:
Tully rl.'ﬁ-l.!-ll&ﬂ fad]l and
drink in the interests of
gt thalr pouwnd over
with fore total dark.
mess wonld fall, A dim
acetylene lamp was of 1§t
tle use along country
lames and stony passago-
ways, especially in the
rain. Such men felt
hunger. as ey hadn't
ealen #kfed & huarrled
breakfnst af Tam or oar:
Her. A hardy [ew sue-
cumbed to well-meaning
offers. Bowever and,
despite hearty draughts,
always managed o finish
thaoir :l'-Ill.-ITI.'l'!\. hrwover
fate Em the nlght 11 mkght
B

Hutm{la' spemad i

:|%:hnut the spiritaal
irg of postmen on
Eiu'l.!-lnmu D Chureh
was not an optbon in the
days before vigil Massos
has baeen aatitated,
Midnight Mass [E1H]
Chrisimas Eve was xlso
onl, becadse H‘-l:r}' okt
man  nesded .;?Wd
night’s aleap :h:-a-l his
long day to come. Even on
an ordinary weekday a
Eﬁ:lll'ﬂll'l Bogan wark af
am or sariier, but the
E‘h}‘ilfﬂ'
hristmas

demand on
Day  wis

Sorting the post

alwas something excep-
Linmal,

The nailure of poatal
delivery has changed oat
of &all recopnitien, Az
T Ak WA b ohit iR
Europe in 1935, coal for
Alram IFalms bEcams
almost entirely wnavall-
nble, Traine were fower
and, on the refarn of
p-r:n:t- in 1945, the number,
of trakne never m‘lﬁ'fﬁl
fo  their previons fre-

uency. From then on,
there wonld be ust ope
marning train from
Tralee to Limerick and a
relurs  train B the
evening neither carrisd
far ihe Moal OMTics. From
abot Uhen Eosh, Ehe provis
bon af & poftal dediver
on Christmas Day el
WAy Saturdays W 1a
follow, and the second

delivery In larger (ownd
also stopped
Last week, | came

Sross a lovely reaminis-
cenee In an old magazice,
wWritles by  posimas,
artist and gentleman, the
imte Michael J Healy,
raspunting his own easly
oxperiences as & young
man in the 'p-m.ul: SRTVICE
in Newcastle Weat [n the
rears  before the wmarn
eaiding It | dicovered
that it I= iaibie 15
bicome nostalgic even for
an 1ife which had lapaed
-g:udm bofore 1 was
I,
—MARTIN BYRNES



