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: AVING' a railway in
the towm, sitys the sta-
tionmaster 1 . Clare-

. MOFFIS, 5 a bit

: like having a
clock in the house. Michael
O'Reilly always has a fow

clocks in the "house: he col-

lects and restores them as a
hobby. When he started first,
the noise of the chiming and
nnging kept him awake at

" nmights; but now he finds that

it heips him to sleep, There is

' something reassuring, he says,

about the noise & ey make,
and the dependability of its
rhythms. .

S0 i is with trains, Whenever a
new train it wdded 10 the night
schedule, he has noticed, they %:_

[ ¥

complaints from people along

comprised entirely
first of a three-par
those who work on
they’re rotting

SAVING THE RAILWAYS, PART 1.

The end of

line that the noise i
their sleep. After a while, the
complaints dic away. Then, one
night when the train doesn’s rum,
F;m-pl: ing in to ask what has
appened. They couldn's sleep,
they say, because they didn't hear
the tram pasling.

Michacl will acknowledpe that
he is a sart of honorary raifway-
man  rather than  the :nlalr!.r
genuine  article.  Like most sra.
Bionmasters, he came in as a
clerk, nn'-l-'-tn'rig an advert in the
Railway Circular shown to him by
a_railwayman over 35 years ag,

& BEOuinG article i gelting
harder and harder to locate,

A railwayman was a special
S0t of man, & man with a lierce
love of something that few out.
siders could comprebend, an
almost obsessional pride in “the
job™ that. made him seem like a

disturbing

the railw

 line?

‘Many feel that the end

crank, a lsnguage and folklore all
of his own, 2 sacial life that jarred
with those of other workers, and
an odd propensity for looking as
unsuited to unform while wearing
it as he looked wuncomfortable
without it. Railwaymen were not
just . men who worked on the
ralways — they were the rails
ways, they brought the railways
to lite and earned their own
livings in returs, and the lives and
fates of the railway and its people
mtertwined and became a3 one,

 They spent their "days and
aights alongside the permancnt
way, in the shadow of signal
cabin, amidst the roar of locomo-
tive engines, breathing in that
unique railway concoction of
yeast afd. presse. their  hands
always Black from the newspring
of that MOfing's - papers, JI'i1|:_-.-
lived alongside the engincering

The future of
the Sligo line

il

the

-

product of the rationalisation
process of Irish railways will be a railway ‘system
of the Dublin to Co
t series, John Waters
ays, many of whom feel
away from neglect.

rk line.” In the

(left) talks to

miracle of - rail on _slesper, and
grew towards @t fike climbing
firses 1o a brellis,

The milways tended to run in
families, with somectimes the
eolire male complement of
brothers, uncles and sons bﬂ-ﬂ?a
ing to ane or other division of the
standing armies. of drivers,
shunters, signalmen, porters,
guards, milesmen, patekeepers,
checkers and other workers who
combine, minute by minute, b
make the trains run on time.

There was something uniguely
distingusshable and unmistakeable
about a railwayman, something
about the way Be moved in time
— conscious of ity passing but
fully cognisant of its dimensions
— which made him bath the child
and the prisoner of his calling.
But even if you did not belong to
the elite of warriors who
operated the railways (and [, too,
was for a -time an  hemorary
railwayman), it was impossible to
live close to & station or a lige

ind femain oblivious 1o jis mys- '

tery. You did sot understand
quite how the clock functioned,
but you could not cichpe  jis
incessant tick and tock and its
unerring ding and dong,

R WEfE — M — more
than methods of mn;Eum:im;
they are both & way of life and a
metaphor for it. They snake
through the countryside like
arteries, propelling the lifeblood
from the cenire hmm peripheral

ions. They throb through the
'?[:l while Iﬁ!"”wm?‘q.r?u;]um.
TE#}' provide the assurance of
wormality but are not boring,

Close your eyes and see Again
the steam cloud up from the leaky
heatee hose as the guard sweeps

m the doors of the paper train,
the bales af .F';m'.u i:fe Irrd’-rp:r:
dents piled up high inside with t
rclﬂtdp.ﬂbwudiu wﬂl’  Meizh  Times
balanced perilously ‘on top, The
driver tall in his engine as Clint

3 in the sddle, above
the frenetic order of the next two
minutes.

Two minutes of unloading,
swift but unhurried; hasie making

1 FO._CONCESSion, to carelessmess as
arm Lhe

& papers are (hrown oub.to be
torted _on the platform. The talk

+of politics or football as the labels .

mre serutiniged and the bales cag)

- this_way and that with the facility .

The map on the left gives an impression of the extent of the
' are nof, included for reasons of space,

rail network in the Free Stale in
Right, the present Iarnréd E;
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Tie bong goodbye . . . o vegular sight o any raildway sation, — (Photograph: Joe

R Ted Nealon, Fine
Gaedl TD for Sligo-
Leitrim, b5 adamant
that ihe line lrom Sligo to

Dublin is under imminent

, threat of closure unless ihere

is o rodical change of Gov-
ernmeni icy towards the

the railway nci-
Unless the Govern-
ment provide CIE and
larnrdd Elrcann In particalar
wilh sullicient Tunds o remew
the frack, it it dedtined 1o

wark.

g, he says,

Mr Mealss says that, carlier
ikis vear, larnréd Eireann hegan
a or renewal e el
it Bligo line, laying a webded
track nrl:# i dn.ﬁrlﬁrl of 1V
mlles hetween Sligo snd Role, al
an extlmated eost of £500,000, b
ﬂ'lll_' operalion was shoried wills-

*out warning three rr|‘|:|r|lru ago.

belicyes, B a1 clear

i This, he
indicatbon that the company b

carmnarked the Une Between BMul-
Engar and Sligo as the next targel
should flurther ralionalisations
proave mﬂ' . A3 a consg-
| ils condiibon, be sas
mlrﬂtﬂl gn the Hne i"r;
carrenily resincied fo obeerve a
maxigmum specd of 20 mile: per
hous, As & result, he says, i
takes an hoir lesger B fravel

! from Pasblis o Slige thas from

Dublin to Galway. Despite ihis,
mmnr Iralfic om the line s

ing up, Bul he does not
Esgligve chis w immg
Indefinsicly, :
the Bimd will be m -
the wing wsear. M. AL that
poind, bee n';rr. “The lime would
ehddeg el

“ Mr Nealon belleves ihsi ik
;:nbk‘q#l Irich Hall canmsd

solved by the comspany Hself,
st re m change in Govrorn-
meil palicy. [ & now Fine Gael
policy, ke poists oul, thal ihe
E‘mﬂﬁ-uu’ nefwork  should

maindained from  escheguer
fands, @& the swme way as ihe

Stsle s carrendly respasibbe Tor
ilee upherp of rosds. *'You don’t

mlkF_ privale losry owneri. res. . mainisin

Shaughnessy. )

ponsibde for the sate of dbe
roads,"” he sayi: The Governmend
sbspmld pow make ropreseplalions
withim the EC for  sicuciural
fands 1o meet the urgent nesds of
the mational rallway netwerk.
Mr John MeCarthy, Elhr;i
regianal mamager of larpre
Eircans, agrees that the Slign Bne
b “in peed of Investmen|', He
does not demy the 5 it
fgures mentisned by Ted Meakon,
but aseris that thore will b no
run-down of servioed an Che Slige
lBne For ai Ioag ai the publi
wishes o fravel by ifrain. **Wg

u'lﬂ[r tmﬁl:mhehﬁm be & safe
way. Az i wls older we
will redece the :-pq'ts."

Ted Nealon . .. adamont that
the Shige lne @5 wnder threat
af claswre,

Mr MeCariby maintains that
ibtre s Ezmeranee
sbout the of expesditure
necesaalated by routing uplesp of
the railways, The sorm of owl-

rage which the announce:
ezl af the off the exclequier
sabvemtion o ClE i a refleclion
off ihis. ? -

W the enillisn designated o

lasnedd Eiresnn each year, he
L45 millllon gocs en uplkesp,
ﬁm"lﬂ on  inberest  repay-
meanis, and ibe remalnder oo day-
fo-day rennimg <osts, The owm-
pany, he . canmd win, *"We
et mumulied hecapse of the suhb-
vendion we gel, and becouse of
1t roonomics we make."'
e g m bol of moscy in
the raifway jusl la

L |
-

stand i, That 45 milfies a

VERF o maislenmnce; bl
what Is mecded on ihe Sligo line
= gmd other limes as well — b

meore  Than Basle sainlcnance.
What"s needed k. renewal, not
refarbishment, YWhal we're saying
Is that we shesld go oul and buy
a mew sk

He- abso mprees with Ted
Mealom's masertion that mﬁn
mand should be witemgd [
ohtzin EC struciural fumds for
ibls  purpest, There does not
appear to be sny dilliculty, be
poinks out, with eblaisiag such
graniz 1o bulld reads, Myovess
and hypasses, “We have to repair
ouF awn polholes,” he says, *“We
have demoastrated that we have o
cosl siruciuse mow thal B very
competitive. We're giving wvery
posd  valoe for momey. And
Bavinig done thad, we Peel that we
should gt a fair crack of the
whip in invesfment and so on.
Every compasy mends investmenl
16 comlioue bo sarvive.™

Asked whot the Implications
Enight be i such Invesiment I nod
forthesmning, Mr McCarthy lapses
Inip & oo eni ic mode of
i v g i

0 awE 1
says, Hut, yes, they will undoubt.
edly  Jose buminess should 1he

EBmit ea e Skigo  li=e
case wny more, The troubldes is
that berase the SEps line has

fewer iban
ather lines (it half the
nimber of jemrneys as the Wesd-

puﬂlhﬂﬂéhthdl“mullhm
L] Ipirjw?ﬂﬁl
P greater bevel of
mnaintemance than ke

f pasrngee
nembers  and owrmey  fime'.
Abilsugh he slops short of
=0, the only way ool of ¢
widiows rcle i povernmsent intee-
Wl i

But, he insists, “we waa'l clow
1ha line in s foces’™. While
theere i sulficken! demand lor (e
fine, it will cemiinue is operate.
“Wg wor'l over close dhe Sligo
lime. 01'5 the public whi willl closs
the Sligo Hne.™ -

=1

Tt I.:up'\.'ﬁi &g EIrewil GUE L o
ioried on the platfonm. The lalk
of politics o8 femball a3 the labels -
are sorudimised znd ihe Bales cast
this way and that with the faclity
of basketball players. The fitual
telling of begends of ﬁﬁ' -
waymen, - ipokem 5 though of
batilescaried warrlors: the
[iE] whi never wenl homse,
bai fived in o slecping=car in a
siding. at Ethe stalieh;
Desroyewikian slaticnmasiors wihs
sia their Mforms _in  the
ey hours ng [of someons
e ] o sack,

Railwaymen know what to ay
b one ancthsf B0 malice Wi
thoy g The _:hlu.'m afe Bt oEee
5 umiversal village snd 2 closed
LINEVETEE,

“The railways,” v ane rail-
wayman — ap Machally. a
depotl man 4 Westponi Station —
“are ‘an octupus-shaped town, i
tenncies spread all over the eoun-
iry. Mo matier where we come
Tﬁm.h'k: all bulong o the same

ace,

Bat here ia ke  fiscally-
comdcious Trelasd of ithe 19k, a
mine  malign  metaplor  xEsens
itscll. The railway  fown, like
masy mare conventional towns, is
dying — of Gnancial arvation

amd omic  negheet.  Though
Iarmﬁagi.mnn mE:I:a mend are
anxious 1o
on what 1
"mtlenalisation” of the railway,
talking wp thels pewsrdship in the
ot table. e e
1 table, the evidence
decay it everywhere:  sdimmed-
down scrvices, closed goods
stoges, slent wards, speod limils
because. of reducsd eainsenance,
railwaymen wio ik mare asd
mane aboal the good old days,
As with #0 many things,
decay B meodt visible in the west
of Ireland, Maay westcrn towns,
of course, like Ba reEd,
Tuam, Kiltimagh, Swinfard,
Charlestown and  Athenry, have
faneg Beem taken off the
rullsasd nerwork — for many
arg mow — wilh only the
flina  branch - along with the
miin lnes to Gialway, Slkgo and
‘-'I-"Hlpl:!rt remzining, Bug ke fiscad
ghiening grows’ ever mope
imsistent — and much of the falk

arpand the remaiming slafions has

o do with how much lenger can
their stations go on,
Urver the M) years, mesl

slations in It“'lﬂl have been
reduced 10 the status of hale, with
no Eumi:ium olber than as s

ing pinis (of passooger braflk.
¥ hwel OV Reilly i one of just six
italionmasters femainang on ke
M'«'-ﬂl. ?mnn:h:hq"h“m 2,

agy foal that what iz happening
i the west offers a glimpse of the
fisiare of Trish eailways, and (ha
tlse end-produsct of the rasonaliza-
lion  process _wlll 1;|¢_ u Failway
Eﬂ!!ﬂ m'gfﬂkrd entirely of the

ublin g line.

The cuibacks in some siabtions
hawe siopped only just shor of
I-l:rl.lllduun:. In Westport, ance a
thaoving frcight depot, wiih enor-
miist Wraffie thioughflow, nothing
remalng except the passenger ser
vice, Most- of (he remaining

ight is delivered by road fsam

na: - Guisness deliveries
made from Claremerms, The Ener
irdin, wiich ran mightly bo el
rﬂﬂ carrying anil-load fonlaimers
s the severs]l faciories seound

town, has been diveried o
Ballimz.

In Castbeber, PMayos STEELS
tewn, L only ont man i pow
employed ¥ the railway slation,
all operating  lencltions  having

-

P
Michael ‘THE

bocn transferred do 1he Masulla
Jusction - down  the road, The

on™ lise through the sintson,
which allzwed rrains 1o be furmed
and crosied theve, hps boen taken
up for use ms spanes for much-

aeeded repairs in other pace al

the rail system’

Encas MacMally has worked on
the raflways for abmost 22 veard,
iz biother, Willie, also works @
Westpoet Ration. "l'hﬂ; he o
x rudway [amily. . Their Tacher
before them worked at the CIE
garxge oo Westpodl Cuay. In his
wix decades on  the gh. EHVE
Esgat, the nalfways have dedined

statfonmaster in Claremorris, Co Mayo, with Signalman Tommy Whelan .
stationmasters remaining in the west where once there were 20, — (Photograph: Fat Langan.)

15 submil himecll 10 cxamenalsan
on the company felchbook once a
yeas, His basse pay & £154, plus a
shift sllcwance of £33, The only
overtime now available it four
howrs on a Sunday, which mecans
that, io make a decent hiving. he
musi work withour a beeak for
monihs on emd,

fe has alw. loved] warking
of 1 railway; but with cach pew
Yrabomalisazon™  wonders

did ike right ikdng In givin his
jobr a5 bead erin m 'I:Eﬂuf;bur

| all of 22 years ago. V16 1 had
my time over again. [ wouldn't be

‘The railways are at once a
universal village and a closed
universe’

Tto the point of exnnction™.
Tweniy yeard ago, they wese
cifrying the bulk of ike freight

K oin oand aul of Wesiga
mm;r':;r Loww SR "n.-.’!i'u%. s
Lund, Toutmakeady to the
south to Achill in the north-west:
coment, fartiliser, Guanesis, wl,
m_lhiu, leaiber for the local
shod facioww, new cars on il
trucks, cigarctics, lve chickem
w o« dsday, he says, hardly say-
thing resnains.

Encas carrics out seven disfingt
Manstioni on the maidway, He 5 a
irained d, sigaslman, shunler
amd ¢ r, but he alio My
4 3 stMicn porer and cleaner,
and has ibe oacrall titke of wnaar
depol mED H_E WwinEks aillll henifs
asd A0 mEnutes per day, six days
|.m:-|:k,_|:||u warious shifts, He has

L]

"-
i

wWokn oa dhe  railways.” he
23, He Blames ermnend wio
have “serewed CIE 1o the wall™,
fmwcing the company e mard
and more cethadéks and
L while operating & beas
B favour of rosd transporl.

. Like masy of those railwaymen
in the “radlonalised™ - srshions,
Encas MacMally holds that the
changes & nod make economic
sensd, The cosmpasy sholishes
jobs im Wesiport and Casmtlchar

and ayvust tvertime {0 men in
Ballina asd Claremarris b da the
game work. Japnrdd Elrcann

managemenl repudiate this argu-
ment; disffel aporaleng managor
Gerry Glynn saws (bt whale, Tog
cxample. he compamy abolished
three L_ﬂ:.d--in the mosl recemt
rabonalalon of C'.ull!l:l:lr._ na

o

EXITE |odd were noquinod b]. thi
vramsfer of fusctions o Hallisa,
Dave Mekeon, the now-rerired
chiel olerk ar Westport  Seaiaon
:n:lai:ll.:l.i.n.': 1kat this is a red heg-
mieg. Becsuse the increasimgly
ceniralised sorvice is ket elficient
asul Indillag: -anal touch, ke
volume of fEaifie disminshes with
egach rowand of cuthacks, he Ry,
E-inlﬂ.' the imftreduction of
containermation for sundry bafdfic
in the enid-Ms, followed shosily
afterwerds by & sysiem of caged
palleis urq:llnued gemieally  froen
the Morth Wall, says Dawve
wickeoon, the redoced flexibilicy
and carrying capacity, allied 1o
the levels of pilterape 31 ik
central depot, have camsed this
form of traffic 1o ®il but dmap-
pear. “Thad was the start of dhe
red,” be says. Twenty years ago,
he recalls, llhl:!l:;Ij were ‘Ervnr al
4] Smple il (431
E'E..E.fﬁ: today these are 15,
aondy way they seem fo be gbic (o
ma money nuw.dnT;.‘ ARV
Dave MeKean, “is by Inying off
sl and reducing forvices.'”
The edee bemmprShed L}H-
ol &
an ' IENSpOST A8

WHNTNER ijh.'.l_l! abait the
national

bezng the oot of the problem,
CHbstre Belpeve ibe culs hgl'n: been
i d for polsiical reastons — 1o
debilitate the mdlways o0 o 102
meduce  their abality o oo te
with private ':ﬁm.m;[.mﬁE
management, most woarkers
acknowlcdge, has  boom caught
between & rockl and a hard place:
I:|'|.1.=lg|l musi combinwe Ao
“raticnalise”™ 0 oonder o plasate
ibeir political mascers: bal esch
rgund of cuthacics, while making
moderate  savings in ke  shorl
ferm, ondy further reduces traffic

J

« « Michael O'Reilly l|: ane of just

and ibe company™s overall ahiki

o rzcnvz:qpﬁzra::. ground. 'J'!hz
appeoach, they poant cul  agadn
and agam, 1 dowhly usstaomic:
the poads disinlegmte becagse of
the voleme of raffic, while the

railwnys pal away from neglect,
; J;ui‘lﬁﬁ safl speak of a moch
m reiencnskup  between

icmichves and the mew gencra-
tien of mannpemenst #nee the
split-ap of CIE imio three dsfferent
ompanses, there ane widespread
fears that the irom howse may
already hawve bolied, Far yean
there has beea  profownd de-
moralisation at peactically every
lewel of the mational ieanspesn
company, YWhal is regarded as the
disasteroud  management puhl:g
implemented over many years By
a peity and vindictive esiddle-
management, has  resuited  in
mm warkers lozing thedr sepss
of ideaifcaion with 1heir source
of em msenk.

cloeme  bond  which  omoe
exizfed between railway workcrs
everywhere has becn  fatally
wieakened, There is no bonger 1he

sxme pride in belonging.
“There was a timo when you
oul xnd proclaim (Bt

mll!bjo
Dil,iﬂd o1 Faibways,™
ET:.?; a cerk im Galway., "0 :l:'.'!:\-g

more ifhEn & pobc i was yowr life.
Bul mot Any mode. Mow you go
oul ard when someone asks you
where wou work you hem bnd
you haw. You come in o work
and sl in pour time, and ooul
the moeaths 10 Yo pensen.™

TOMORROW
The rallway Fanaties -
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SAVING THE RAILWAYS — PART 2

A header with |

the railways in
his blood

L1

‘In a hundred years’ time,
curse the dead generation
what we did to the railways’.
John Waters talks to the system’s best

Series,

our descendants will
¢ — that’s us — fpr
Continuing his

supporters — the railway fanatics.

O5T, but not ali,
railway enthusiasts
are male. By ne

means all eailway fanatics are
themselves ratlwaymen,
though, as often the enthu-
siasm is simply the adult
manifestation of the boyhood
faccination with (ran-sels,
there is the bBlood-bond linking
themt to the railroad.

Sean Browne became interesbed
in railways as o bay, Belping his
uncle,” a carler in Castleren, Co.
Roscommon, whao delivered
feeight 10 the fown in the
days when the local station still
had 3 poods storc. His uh in
Castlerea, once the Cnst imn,
but recently  pemamed “Hell's
Kitchen™, & an usodficial raf-
L museem, i walle  somd
ceilings lined with railwny
memegabilia; obsolete ool amd

wipment, lamps, poslers, boaks.
?nlm. tickets, signposts, a bell

rom one of the wains that Jeisc
James robbed on the Philadelphia

lime.

Ouatside the pub he has instakled
a penuaing radhway signal, some 20
fect in height. When he ns
cvery moming, be puls 1he signal
mt green; (A6 dloang Ume, he
switches it 1o red. :

There appears o be nathing
ahout railways that Scan Browne
does pot know, He B 2 member
of the Railway Preseivalion
Society of Ireland, and of he
Tuam-based organisation,
Wesirail, formed to revive the
recently-closed  Alhenry  section
a3 B §leam raslway.

When he and his
began courting she ustd
him “Frve-foat ree’,
that is the distance between
fines of the lrish raitway. 1T he
detects an interest, he will bom.
bard the costomer with informa-
pom and anccdotes, delivered in
boen-meouath siylbe, belweon Fans (A
and oar to a storoicm 1o dig ol
old ‘photogrophs  and  books 1o
ifustrate his remarks

l‘|l“lr;| a ht.tdcr.';r. he d\'—'dﬂ;l:!-.
Wil ta‘m-!-ng;}-. “You think I'm
mad ,.." He loves the nailways
and the le whi work them
He bas 8 visitess book behind the
bar for raibeaymen (o Sgn wabecnt
they <all, “T've found 1hat all
sectians of mzilvay :EJIE e
soane of the finest mgii' uals 1"ve
pvef et They wers 4 commu-
pity among themselves, like an
arder of monky. The ralways ant
& vocation, People have it in their
bood. | was in Maynooth for
cags, and all over the place, bt
never foumd a crowd Dike
them.”
He understapds his own fanati-
cism, bat canmd ::q;hluarl. it, “It's
something fo do with those fwo

bits of mcial that ge down along P

iHe sleepers, Even when 1 go fo
whers 1h={rail‘wa 1I|int [
ong gone, my wile i raid thai
PSS 0 lchking, 1 where the
lines used to be. It's something to
do with the fact that the ralfway
had & right-ofaway ... A
can be put anywhere, but B8
mailway has to have rails, signal-
ting. bridges, cnirm-rcring. 1 count
it ns a disease. I's something that
grabs you, Tt's not tangible.
o%an have fellows wha are
mad nbout coeches; sibers abowl
signals, others about engines. 1t's
3 mysiery to outsiders. 1T & fellow
is ;ﬂin.; toe a maich around kere
he's n preat fellow, but i he's
going to look at a rain bes
considered & bit of a  head:
the-ball.”
I such enthusiasm were to be

road  second part of the

listener to observe wheiher the
enormity of ibe achicvement i

:pﬂ:mtﬂi.
1 telis of drvers dunng the
blackeut who could tell where
ghey were on ibe darkest of lines
gEl the sound of the line, He tells
the lbegends of the Achill
branch long since chosed — which
featured in the prophecies of 5t
Colmeille which foreiold thal an
jron horse woold leave Achill fof
alse first time af the endd of the last
ceebary, laden with desd beadies,
and would retura for the last time
in the same mMAannot.

The Er:dlcliqn me:rl accurale
on both eounts: an 1895, as the
kine was about 1o open, & ship
avermumed  in the  hasbous @s
ISSENEETS stampeded to catch a
glimpse of the iron horse, and
several lourists  were droened,
Their bodics Iefi by the first train
aui of Achill

Fatty-two years later, the line
closed, aspparently delying the
ediction; bal.
a week ker, 3 disastrous fire in
Eemiland resulled im the deaths af
a group of tatie hoker emigrants
from Achill amsd the line was
f-wg:nmed oy the fuperal Aran
which brought the badies home.

The driver of that last train fo
Achill was Par Dawson, whose
gon, Hughie, was himsell later a
driver for many years in Clare-
margis., Hughie's soq, Frank

., alibouagh e dofs not
himsell wark on ihe railway, i
founder of Westrail, the Tusm
body set up in 1985 o pressive

s
i o e i oL

Sean Browne .- -

Eireann control in the west of Ireland”—{Photograph:

IH:E-.- between Galway, Limerick
gnd Claremaoreis.

Ts this, then, the future for Brish
eallways, 10 be recreated by dedi
cated enthusiasis as kilsch
reminders of o past which was
despised while it was happening?
Sean Browne says; probably.
"Eoon there will be more pailway
equipment, in my pub than wnder
Taserdd émann cantral I 1he
west of Irglamd.”

restoration. They relaid sections
of the station yard which had
been uplifted, and gucgesded in
having their engane and ralling
stock g ran on the Tiee,
pow otherwise [alling into almest
natal dissse.

in Jume %86, X fan & day
trip to Claremoaris, the first ever
pri'-me!y--:w.-n.nd d_ir::cl-naultd
passenger train in either Treland
of Britain, with Hughie Dawion

_ “Ggon there will be more railway equipment i my

puls than
Pat Langan.)

Europe s now faking a mare
polive interest in haw we develop
zur inlrastructuse, Public opnien
is coming around ggain o the
folion of ralamys, 38 in ihe talk
aboul & lig,h:-rail systeen  for
Dublin,  Railway sysiems arc
being expanded all over Europe.
while purs is beipg wound down.
| hope that Ircland is going ta
look again and see how we migh
be able to benedit from the overall
I larenid
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HE HISTORY of Irish
railways may n
1 the blueprint for their
future devel ent, i the
the European
Commission shudy
Em' Transport 2000 Flas,
implemenied.

The repori sdvocates the
creation of a standurdiscd and
fmtegrated Europsan nelwark,

working alongside

companics om @ eampetitive

basis. lIrish railroad travel

ned as @ State-sponsored

vity bt frem the indtiative

of tke privale seclor, which

bulle rallwsys whenever and

wherever there wis 8 deenasd
far them.

The frst eallroad s Ireland
was the Dublin and Kingslown
Hne, which opened n 1534, This
was followed by: (ke Dublin ansd
Wicklow Raflway, which amals
gamated with the D & KR in
1854 to become the Dublin and
Bowth Emsterm Railway; the
Greal Souwibern and ¥esiern
Rallway, which reached Cork in
1849; the Midland Greal West
€ER R-EIH:E whose lings
reached both Clifden and Achill
by 1895; and the Grest Maorth-
ern  Rallway, which Heked
Trublin 1o E-:LIH im 1855,

In additson, there were iBng-
prerable smaller radlways, all
independently owned 1o heegin
wilk, some of which, |ike the
Co. Domegal Rallway, the
Cavan asd Leltrin Rallwa anid
the Londonderry asd
Gwilly Raitway, optrated oa @
OAFTOWET ZATEE track
] COMmpanics-

Iﬁrtr ik years, many of the
smaller euu:ﬂ:nlu WEFE
absorbed by barger oon-
gerns, in particular by the G5

The steam frain — symbol
of a bygone &ra.
& WR and the GNR. In 1924,

the Free Siate Govermmend
amalpamuted most of the coun.
try"s nlt;:{x as ihe Greal
Samthern Iwa Draring the
second Woeld r, ool =
ages mll but brought the rail-
ways o a standstill, mnd En
1945, the Gevernment decided
o dissolve the GSR mnd Corai
lompair Elreann was ereated
with & of all raflway

transport in ut

Tn 1987 CIE split wp info
three separale companles,
Dublin Bues, Bus Eireann
l"ﬂ-l.'-mlzﬁdlh rlﬁ:;n — mll sEill
un um B.
=

travelbed on ke Tuam e Adhenry
fne & few monihs 9go. and
pobody naticed.
= see i1 ail going withaul &ny
. Dt 1kme ?ﬁ:;’ hiad 1o pat
ure folices, bal now s
gone before you know it, What
they're doing with the Slipoe line,
for example. amaunts o the same
thing. ey're elosing by
grealih, U8 efosion. -
wpwe had a fear of them closng
gince 1 was g child, Bual now it's

ways, he says, is “like palng a
fishicrman }-i}n cha t'q'.-l T%al
feliow, he says, “would close Bis
granny s house™.

#What's being sllowed to hap-
pen is & :Ir:smnr. It's anly when
we are dead and gone that the
decistars  that are  being made
now will be regretied, In a hun-
dred yeard time our descendants
will curse the dead penerafions —
that’s ws — for what we Wl b
the pailways.” )

foand amongst CIE managementd, railways in the region. driving- Frank Dawson docs not desur, chanee 0 climate. i ) 3
he says, there would nal :F}dny'he Liltg e Brownc, Frank had  Nobody took much nolice of The logical outcome of present Eireann are given the road, they I :.k’:f“lﬁﬂi ‘i{::{;iq::"d;: ﬂ: TOMORROW
u dobt hanging over the future of been a member of the Railway the -nw.s:}l prain, 50 hey ncquined  Governmend policy will be to F te i, . they are made. It seems 10 work
ihe raibways, ‘For the milway 1o Presepvation Socely im Clabeay, @ stcam engine — No. — peduce the ralway sysem to @ Sean Browne, howevef, & nol  jpe o chaan o oA - : :
run properly, the head men Bave bt was eoved the imminent which cost them £40,000 1o, curiosily. He lieves that  so coafident. He believes that the o ogy con pin down who's fes-
to love I, io come out and meet closure ol the Tuxm Gt ko resiore. This gummer, Westrail -~ larnrdd cEireasa is deing ailways dre being closed dob pﬂﬁib{c for ihe  decision. IU's
the peoplc who work an it and approach the raliway agthoritics will be runming stesm _specials  “memendous work” in ‘keeping - By 8 RS of sicalth, and that  pupvetious, really, how they are
bve off it” - and ask them to put mide plans o bewern Tuam and mhemi':'m'g' railways going in spite ol the thi peocess is the result of 3 goine it without anvone DOLICi

He will tell you that there were dismaniie the raslway infrassrece  Saturday until tbe end of Augus. :}»wrnt pntipaihy o disintesest peitive political decision.  pyjave jo know who ‘they’ .r:'_ﬁ'-
1900 people working on the tarc in Tuam. He found the The tmp includes “a, stop & litielans. But, he belicves, Seations, he posnts aut, no HRger . i
building of 1he Mayo line, aver SOmpasy =1 rative and Ballyglunip Statian, which while the lines remain in place, - get clased with thé sudden, shert, He hai no confidence in the ’
130 years age. ~To build a line encouraging, and before long had featured in The Cuist Man”. 16 there §s stull hape. Seifi shock of the “S0¢ and 'S0s, present Covernment to do wWhat 15 | ) ‘rupype of the railways.
geross bogs was & great feat,” he mowed tn several items of rofling  the future ihey hope b be abee 19 “f thank thai the saving of the  bul they are cloging just as surely, DECEIEATY- H_H'mf Seamus
gays, cxamining Ghe face of hs sioek amd a3 diesel engine  for have sbeam jrains runping Fegu - raibway might be in ke fact thet The last [arnréd Eireann  Lrae Brepnan responsible for the Hlll- C -

e el T T p—— m— e - e e

- T



SAVING THE RAILWAYS—PART 3

Getting out of
a spiral
of decline

‘Every office grouch and bar-room bore has a tale to
tell of a missed connection, a fare anomaly or an

afternoon s
train from

ralee,’

ent scething with thirst on a buffetless
writes John Waters, continuing

his series on the raﬂwayﬁ by talking to the managmg
director of Iarnréd Eireann, David Waters

IE has long been one af
the great national
punch . The indao-

lent, Hrl.'ﬁ‘-"- appy public
transport employee is one of
the great stereotypes of
~mpdern - caricature, here in
Ireland as much as elsewhere,

Over many years, the news-
paper headlines have painted a
congistenily similar picture: “TDs
Mmplilm about condition of
irakns™; I|1-re!!‘-:~.u'.-|'|r:§I linked o
lack of competition™: “CIE to
report boss™; “CIE losses of £100
mallizen rwul:d“' “CIE's losses
even worse al second look'; *MNo
EXIr  maney avitilable, Ml.rtli.!l:r
tells board™; “Tough line on aid
for CIE™.

Every offtce grouch and bar-
room bore has a tale o tell of a
missed connectiom & fare
anr.'lmal'_llr a besty :II:I1:HI.'IB¢ with a
company employee or an after-
noon spent secthing with thirst on
a buffetless train from Tralee.

The conventional wisdom is
that CIE in general, and the
rnilw:l.].": in paﬂmulu:r. conslifute &
masive drain on the sSLate re-
mur-:u larnedd  Eircann em-

jrlr:baw g8 point when
l:hc].r ;n].' they carry an wonfaic
barden blic opprobrium,
They :h'.n- justifiably  complain
about the fact that they get tarred
with the same brush as Dublin
busworkers; in fact, the indusirial
relations recond among  railway
workers i far better than in mast
Olher seclors.

Morcover, the performance of
the railways, in terms of servoe,
productivity and traffic, is
|rl'||:|r-u-1.rtr| all the bme. 1 I year,
afr:m'dmg te  [arnrdd  Eireann
managing director, David Waters,
the co ny carried more pas-
sengers than in any other year in
over & cenfury and a half of Irish
rmilways.

The root of the problem facing,
the railways lies in-the malleable
topsedl of public Fopinion.™ The
media regularly reports -“huge,

“massive  or ““astropomical’’
losses by the raillways, and the
public s :-Htpnﬁ' “shocked'

andl ::r-ll'll:-ll are B letile
W= i psreRiies . 3 et

i

It's the end of the journey for
passengers, but larnedd
reann siill has a long way to

EO.

port, Scamus Brennan, again
altered this arrangement, so that
the taxpayer “could see what il
WIS ].']ng for'”™, which had the
effect of wrning the company
back into a8 paper  lossmaker
overnight, with a rencwal of all
the atiendant problems of public
perceplicn and stalf morale. "'

¢ Tarmrtd Efreann is ca
clagsic double-bind of the semi-
State company. It must provide
an essential social service in arcas
that prwa1= Iunspu-rl will have no

reck with I:re: show swillimgs
Frubas r.'. r'l-| 'r o IJnn 1||.= |..-|-.u-. =4
o

he in the

The coOmpiny  pomis 1o the
revalution which oecurred in
private transport, I both  the
passenger  and  freight sectors,
over the past few I:Ii:i:ad:s.
placing the railways in a highly
competitive situation on the pro-
werbial uneven playing pitch,

David Walers stops short of
stating baldly that unless the
Ciovernmend  steps in o relieve
the ure, mare railway ser-
vices will shorly have to come in
for the ¢ ievertheless, such
an eventuality can perhaps be
detected between, as 18 were, the
lings his responses, He says
:haql in ;ddulmn to its current
outlay, the eompany requires a
capital investment nilrbuwm f
and £7 million per annum in onder
simply 10 rensw its assees,

e have 10 Ehe 41 ol
certain  lines wheare inceeased
investment in the infrastructure is
essential. I'm not talking about
operating; we're culling o the
np“all.rp; costs all the time. Bu
we've pol [0 FoReW Ouf  Assels,
and there iz a mqmrcm:m for
additional funding to do that., And
I su why I feel a bit sore is
that I felt :ha: in the EC strue-
tural fumds the railways were
very, very badly tecated, imsofar
ms the roads pot ilapp:d £600)
million, while public transport ﬁ
£3) milbion — mostly dn @
Dublin area — and not ane Ea
of track, not one yard of track —
has had any struciural support
culside the Dublin arca.
the managing director concludes,
with exquisite understatement,
i3 a pllllz: really”,

aters 15 reluctant to
c:ulul: as to the oot cause of

5 failure, ** ;IEM we haven'y
good epou g:ll:mg the

me u SCTOES,
feel i & moad |n'-r-=slm¢nt B
b:l:l:cr than & rail investment, I
can't gpeak mment  OF
ministers, One has got 19 acknow-
ledge that our meed 1o be

improved, but [ would maintain
also that the raill does as well.
*I h fo answer to Sl
Corporation quite recently on thig
izsue of invesiment, and [ said to

them arcund the tabls that T
huF:d the next onve thoy [

latnr e abinguakimge LLF g FEE

THE IRISH TIMES, Thursday, July 25,

Seamus Ratigan, a passionate defender of Irish railways, takes encouragement from the success of the DART. — (Photograph: Joe St Leger)
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Does DART signal the way?

SEAMUS RATIGAN has
been with CIE for 20 years,
Before that he worked for
British Rail. The railways
were in his family, alihough

the bug had ski the gen-
eration before . Some of
his grandfather's generation

worked on the rabllway al
Broadstone, and a granduncle
on the consiruction of the
Dublin to n Railway
in the -1830s. Seamus
currently works as a super-
vizar on Diablin's DART.

He has long been a Ewdd-l'lllt
defender of the Irish ra
ﬁur_h Ernmﬂﬁn philasap pla;!ﬂl
ewpolnt as thal of an employee
grd trade wrlonist. Waerking on
the railway Is not an ordinary
job. “'There's more
fo the place, the whole railway

premises, the track, ﬂerg.'lhlnz.
And. frl hel:n-n.lni the
fellows that ere,  Yiou
don't get rl.n.nj n El'l'
aititdwes 1o

thal you might tl in trlﬂl';r.
for example. 1 think it: bedanse

ﬂlhtmllmd in the 191k

cemtury. It was a hoge wnders
taking.

A lod of families gol involved
in the bul of ft. It was &
focus of n for everybody.
The povelty of i The power
that @ wnleathed. The whaobe
counfry being dug up, the track
AL S S i
the sfcam i a
m‘;ﬂnhﬂm fTect and a

el ey by "E.“;]’
Wil or stan x
Ization -u-t time all over the

country.”

The problem for the r-Ihrn;.-u.
bee snys, has been that, e in
Lmﬂl nuimlm' af th s,

¥ are nBo W'ﬁi profitable, so
private caplial no longer in-
t.ruud in being invelved.

“Anything they're mot Inlercsted

in tends lu- ghanted, or
ot of ﬂndr ar
ahialele, I:H::nusr they alwa

project themselves es being in-
berested in the pew lechnolajgy.
Eut there is mew lechnology on
the railway loo, &nd il can adapt
VEry eas to new techmology.
“Hut there's po way Chey can
get over the pruu'i_p!-t-ﬂl'ﬂﬂl
whesl on steel rail being the

-
1 '\- a

- mm:rﬂlnl r¢h1

ensicst! thi [ move along ithe
sarface of earth. Thal never
o, Tt

P P . B

still golng 10 be more economical
to do that, Il yom have o oeriain
load, Now, commercially, the
lvads are mof golng on  the
ralbways to the extent they used
o, are olher Infercsts
AOw, upﬂ'nﬂng the road syiiem;
the tro the hauliers, the road
builders. So there's a cliguwe, if
you like, of bulbdi mrnnn‘-nm
oo d'ru:'m:
ke

umtthln: nul of the road
systemn and wani to redice the
wmprﬂl[nn =y much =5 they

S The .I:‘Iﬂ'ﬂ'l{ has & strategic
natipnal value, It has o benefit to
the enviromment thal we can't gel
any other way. The environment
can come right up o the sdge of
the rallway and it ﬂm‘l gt

damaged. It can come in through
the tracks. You'll see Rrows
t docsn't

ing on the fracks
happen on & molorway: l:ht furmes
deaden everything on either side,
The railway knils in."*

Seamus Hatigan
there Bt been in this country

believes that

whal amounls 6 a subversive
gtbempt by wvested inderesis o
desiroy the ﬂHwiz\iq'sltm. Ciwil
servants and ans, he says,
have l:ulll.lliﬂl with  privaie
inferesis to dehilitate the rail-
ways, Mewspapers, ideclogically
hostile do rallways, prossole the
same anti-rallway ccomomizis and
hype wp each annpuncement of
losses by Inrnrdd Eiveann. It s
still going en. *“The iden thet you
don' spend moRey on madnben-
ance mus b subversive. We
don'l see Seamus Brennan as a
minister who I committed to
rallways, The Minister for Trans-
port is su pﬂuﬂ tir be taking care
af the railway for the public.™
The desiruction of the rallways,
h: h_:lr:, E’I aﬂﬂnr the muolern
absission private swnership,
and bas been deliberately fostered
to  undermine sur soclal eon-
schousness  and - simullaneoesly
limil individual fresdom
In & world where frecdam s to
have & car of your awn, we have
allowed purselves fo be convinced
that to de on public trans-
wr-l = & badge of both [eHure
and slavery. I allows fhem o
dominate more, They have every-
budy on @ mnnw:. n.n:’l em-_rv

body on a car lan, amd everys
by Enadividial and Fragmented.
This Is Thatcher's idea that there
b mp sech thing as society. That
wis juid code for saying that the
etoalzed  everybedy. There
sociely afl right, bul they keep
coniral of L.

“The finaneial institatfons, ibe
Cily of London, the banks —
they're the omes with the real
power. In the 19th-century it was
the ‘manufaciuring frontier af
industry that was pushing devel-
opment forward. ow things have
switched around so- that ihe
finnnciers dominate by swiiching
stocks and shares, gambiing on
the stech exchange, corporide
radar and ail that sort of sl

But Seamus Hattipan takes
:mrnﬁcm:u: from the succtss
of the DART spsiem, which has
transferred thouzands of
Dublirers from their cars back 1o
the railways. Popular epinion is
veering back fowards the railway. |
Shortly we will arrive al & ¢rois.

reads, he says; or, more
correcdly, ot & cross where -
declslons. will “have o made

unambiguously and In full view of,
the public. Everylhing now n:-.shs
lrrll!h the palekecper.




A

: - the " raifways,
puiblic  ja I:H:llip_in *shocked"
ardl “appabied™. re & little
resand the alternative ana-

ivEes whichk might guestion
whether  the annual sabsidy
Tarnedd Eircann gets represents
all that much of an investment in
i servere wheth, wore it allowed
o function o it pabential, might
overnbelmingly alter the coun-
ry's economie fortancs, CIE b
bong had o keep mum and cnduss
Ehe jibes of 5 detracion smo
the hired economic booiboys o
the private sector; bul oow that
years of enforced cuibacks have
slimmed the <zompany down 1o
within an "Nth of fatal
dismembermeat, il is begimning 10
broaden its defence  argumenl
beyord the nareow parameters of
transactional econemics.

A lack of public sympath
resulting  froen  the ecompany
negative prafile has orealed a
sparal i';i decline  from  which
larnedd Eireann must now propel
itsell. Dhaved Walers agnees El
there is 3 prablem with the public

mepleon of the madlways, ard

lieves that this has a lot 1o da
with the way the company's

-mﬂ_ﬂzrrﬂu 19 be presemied.

farnrdd Eireann carrently re-
coived  about E80 milkon moa
pavernment  dwbsidy, aboot D43
millicn of which goes imo routine
mainlenance of the permarcent
wiay., the national rail network.
M Waters poinis oui that, with a
ket of bses, iheir sisler
company, Dublin [!u.s.ﬂgu.u. road
tix of just abour £330, Fcr
annam, In the pass foer to five
years, he says, these has been
more public money speat on road
repewsl i@ Lo Mayo alone than
f::-rl tiack menewal of ke enlire
natienal raill metwark. “Thore has
been a tendency in Evrope of Lxe
to acoopt that there is an imbal-
dmde there, and that the responst:
I:!.ili.ﬁ:f_ far ike infrastructuge =
certainly from  an  sccountancy
point of view, & waulda'e
advocate B ooiber than frem am
micounlancy  podnt wiew
should be scparated out and be-
coang  the nespongibality af the
Siate. I do believe that an EC
dhireciive will come owt shartly on
that parficalar Esue,

*“Ome has gof to recognise that
the l.'il:m:rru'ncnt has  sepposied
the railways ower ibe vears wilk
the level of subvemibon we get,
But 1 do believe in poople’s
pErCEpRiong ansd hiw Gdar aceounis
are preseated. It docs give the
impression thar this is an awdal
Imn'n- on Mate resources. [8'% our
i::':b in the railways fo give the

1] le wvalue for momey.
and that’s what we're shout in all
our managemend siralegies.”

Mr Waters concedss that the
current approsch has comtribated
be mossle problems amoag rail-
wnly glafl, Same years ags, he
paimis oul, when the Govermment
agreed e ireat the company’s
stooaimle e the manner of ather
European coontries, and the
accounls began o show a profic
for the frst Gime im vesrs, sioff
morale  immediately perked up.
“It's nmazing that such a smple

thing im mccountancy practice
mpade such a dilference. We dad
make B profi, and B was a

gemiine profit, and soddenly the
railways, and railway people,
could feel pood again ::l!-nut them:
Eelives.”

The presemt Mindster for Trans-

the

that private tra ri will have
WFEF:‘iIh.I anm show willing-
ness bo oabide within the laws of
the competitive markeiplace. Tis
employer — ‘the public — con-
stantly makes demands which are
mutually conteadictary  and
ultimately sclf-defeating of oo
anothee. The company i@ unRabic
to be either private fish or pablic
fowd, is constantly being squashed
between condlicting demands,

‘By and large
we've got an
excellent caternng
service’

ES e e

Sate subvenipon, rudgi
piven anel leaded niltlfgrmrgmzl‘qﬂvg
fomditiond and ultimaiwms, serve
largely to exacerbate ihis
ﬂ;m:rh w||:1rl of ecomonmsic

1 t, they serve cnly o
hlmnﬁm] ineuit:hh}lh:wg,m agaul
in 2 bess direct, more ambiguous
manner. Rather than have the
public make n chodge between a
service colSing of colinaing on
its own merits, they allow the
service &0 pirophy [0 the point
wheee nobody notices when it
fenally expires.

In & sense, Siate suhveptions,
particularly those that are insuffi-
cicnl and lacking in goodwill, are
merely amo ns for  palit
ciang and tbe public to hide from
the contequences of the lack of a
proper social policy, Meanwhile,
the direct comsequences of swch
policy as exists are, from a social
me-uJ view, highly qussnsasbie
1 A

ml'nd'mng.m of the national Irarh.s-
COMpPENY ML frempet Ehe
'=I|!'|f.'1'v:n5:i-¢snpli 'n:r-hi-:h ted 16 their
discarding over hall their works
Fﬂﬂl:l — me Chan 10,000 pmﬂlg
— #aet he mid-seventies, while
the same palificians who Ensisted
Off such measares scraich their
heads apd wonder why we Bave
such a “shocking™ and “gppal-
IinE:' unemplovment pmbl-tm_

sroas -

mroand the table tha
sed the npext time they

RN are m:; SArus-
fural fumds that they'll remember
thai there's & second roasd our af
Slige, and that's the . raalroad,
Feople tend w forger 1hast — to
:hm‘l‘hna': larnrdd Eircann's

“ Bug it's part and parcel
of the Inl‘muunuﬁ amd aof the
lite of the people. The Qovern-
ment have rmghtly, over the lass
number of years, required m 1o
improve our performance. And 1
must say that the railwiy has
performed — and I'm mat laking
credit for this because it wat
before my time 2 much as duning
my bme — much, much beller
ithan o bor of people appreciate.

“la e four wyears since we
became a scparale company, we
I.Edaﬁl:ll our stafl numbers - by
h v, That's not geneeally
known. Since 1984, our depes-
dericy on the Stxie has been
reduil bj;mm\:r 23 per cent,
which & a hell of a mrf:rmnm,
ll'ldl hdi been dome without any
major disruption to ike  work-
force, and while maintsining the
basic infrastructure, B}' and Fargq:,
and working within the con-
grandls  that we have w owark
within, we give & peenty  good
service."

There has beem, he scknows
ledges, a problem in conveying to
ke general public the extent of
the improvement. That. for
instance, aboat 93 r cent of
trains now arrive st their destina-
tions withén ten menuwies of their
scheduled time. That the Cork
Ene is sl ike mosd elficsent
mede of land transport in ik
ooEnery, with an AvVErage !-pl.'ll.'d af
A0 kilomedres per B,

Oiher problems anc also being
slowly and carcfully mroned out.
Fare struclures are constanily
being examined with a view fo
maximising passenger  numbers
with due reference to boll prafit-
ability and publ'u:_ service, One
mpparent Miam:th' i that It costs
Approxemaneiy LENL  Ae
iﬂn“un'ﬂ I'rw1m1 Dimig‘m ather

tH0es &5 10 ] OppIsiic
directios, ‘I'hiiﬁﬂ.y be conlibist-

.mrfm:ni- i

David Waters ,
« = "In the EC
slirwctural
funds the
railways were
VELY, VITY
hadly
treated.’” —
(Photograph:
Pat Langan,)

ing o a situation wheeeby aboul
twice ms many people uie the
train to drawed from most peovin-
cial towns snd eitics 1o Dublin a5
there are travellers in' the olber
direction. The company has in the
sttempied a more equalised
are structore bal has, says David
Waterd, “been  badly [
will, however, be making
fu atlempls 1o address the
imnbalances.

THE following statement
wus received from  the
Department of Transport,
Tourism and Communica-
tions, Iﬂnﬂﬂmpmm I? the
polnis ng oul of this
serles of arl.IEF-uu

porl; Tourism and Commundca-
tiome haz no propoxals from CIE
for lnd closures. The Gavern-
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**The Deparimend of Trans:

— e

over £1

by £110

carrently run al
St Bl

miflion annum}, MNearly 80
per ool of dhe subvention goes
to the prosvislom of suppart for
the raihways, Including makn-
Iemance of I:.-I'!: permancnd way

o propaials from CIE for line ::m.m.*.-

What the Department says

meni Fm}cﬂ‘ﬁlﬂﬂ EII:'. ﬂjm n
Eenenoms (1] [ -
port o previde essembial |nﬁ-

peart -
“This bkevel of support s

in CIE hat to be consddered by
it Covermment in the condexl
of the mamy other competing
astl presiing demands om it for
I'I.IME. EIE closure of the
Sligo lime Is ol on the mpenda.

Recent road  develop-
menls presend a challenge o the

to win mére podten-
pers."

o]

As to the wvexed question of
l'nn_lmijdlmng. fucilicics, the mans
m:ﬂ{ maindaing that such

are now rare. YRy and
large we've got am  excellend
calering service. We don’t have
dining cars on every route, hyg
our ambition & o wr;ﬂmm
RETVECE On every route, W
don’i have tl:in?ln] caes we have a
trofley service "

The saving of the raflways may
ome  down  evenfually o the
incresied  awarensess Enviran:
mental factors. One locomaotive
pulling a train carrying 300 pas-
genpers has the same bevel af
toas emission &5 a ¢ar with onrc
pastnger. A railroad akes up
caly a fifth of the space required
by a rosd with similar capacity
and & four times & efficient as
read; feeight transpost in lerms of

fucl. condumption. Witkin the
Ewropean ammunity, roead
roximately 5

ImaEEpor causes m i
fimes more denths than rakl
scczdents ench year.

Even 1o keep the argument an
ecomafms one: each  pound  of
public money Envested 0 road
femdwal adds also io the dizin on
public funds for hospitals,
whereas invegiment in fafl teass-
port would  greatly reduce such
expenditure

arnedd  Bireans rightly paints
gut that sech “extemal™ costs of
rond tavel are pever allowed into
the equation. Il the State wishes
o omdicme ik insistence  that
i bz made te compeie
equaliy with roed cperatoss, &
mich more sephisieated sysiem
ol measurement, bath quaalitative
and guaniitative, is required. This

¥
b

ﬁm‘mng environmenlal awarcness
as achieved whal yeam of
lobbying by mailway evangeliis
failed 1o impress.

With the looming change of
emphasis in European ikinking,
and peynaps ¢ven & shift in puble
apingan tewands raflways here in
Irefand — as evidemsed by the

there's a lolal management cons
mi_lu:rrnl bt the _upﬁrgﬁing_ af a
railway system in this coumiy.

Having sasd ibat, it makes scnse

to alse sxy that it rcally degends
on the level of fanding. It

without saying that if vou don't
have emough fending 1o renew
YOUf atictl in any busshess A

‘In the past four to five years there
has been more public money spent on
road renewal in Co Mayo alone than
for track renewal on the entire
national rail network.’

growing suppest for o light rail-
way for Dublin = Jarorkd
Eircann  believes  that railways
may be an idea whose time has
Come in, )
Mr Waters says that, contra
ko the view promalgarcd theou
the media, ikers s a great deal of
blic ssppart and appreciation
of the railways. Recool specula.
s about downgrading of mil-
ways hat, he says, created
"rﬂl:rhzgm" 2l owver ihe couniry.
Al the request ul' POWE COLE,
and local suthorides, Be has re-
cently attended upwards of a
dharen meetings i varous pafs of
the comniry where concern was

expressed 10 him sbost ke futuse-

the local railway services.
*“] have been able to reassure
ihem, as [ reassure you now, that

'b,l

Eﬂ:ﬂm nrises, | wouldn't deny
ne,
“I don’ ihink,” Mr Wabsrs
Ly + “ihaf in the ‘past
:ﬁl' m‘;mpa:" h:rbuu at
1 1 FRISEAYE
'|-lr-|:'|:2.i all abgut, how lhey'::r':
funded. To a certzin extent all of
this bhullabaloo shout  possible
dawngrading has given us the
oppartunity of putting the rail-
WEVE ﬁ"’ﬂ of wview across, It's
up 1o the public o decide whether
1{2':': with fupposding or not.”
£ David Walers says, it is, of
shouald be, up to us, the public, w
deside. W, it nod be & gHeal
pity i we were ip allow the
proccss of coonomic alrophication
to fatally immobilise funber sec-
tsond of oar madlway netwark at

it very timse when there s a -

4

growing warldwide feeling that
part ol the ans=er fo cscalating
trasipart problems of congestion,
ENEFgyY consumption &nd
eavitoamenial deterioeation liss in
i ghilt back to am improved mode
of railway tramsport?
Even in Britzin, which in the 12
ari of Thaicherizm almost neg.
cted its railway network ouroof
existence, the Tomes under Jokn
Major have recemily effested @
total seversal of polley bowards
ail. A recent report of the work-
irg lnuE. Transpost 2000, st up
by the Europzan Commiisian o
review transport policy, identifed
:. koming “glis.'i‘s im E L ﬂ
ran “which can on
EYﬂmqb}' immediate and  degi-
sive mgiom™. It recommenidey
inter alin, increated jmternational
eo-oparation  between raiiway
corporalions, and the  develop-
ment of '"a h:rmunjsef,
standardiced and ;ﬂ!r;gtagn:l Eura-
pean raifway svelem', ;
The report Else advocated the
abolition of the old state-bownd
monopelics and the openiag up of
the rail iotradnsctures o new
cperaors, the spliting .up of
franspent and Enfrastructure, func-
toss and the ent  af
intcgrated policies in both arcas
1o “avedd, or a3 least reduce, the
negative effecti™of the  presem
z_m%uu on road framsport’’, -
“Trangpart is mot oo iedepen-
dent grea.” the repori noded, 0t
camnol be undersiood ouidde the
ecanomic, political 2nd  social
enbiy which it is paenly fespon-
sble -for structuring.  and by
which it is itseld structured.”
{Series gonchided)

i
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