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Railway Postcards

By GEORGE STACPOOLE

The world's first posicard was produced by the Austrian postal authoritics in 1869, and
by 1570 Britain had followed. The menopoly for the printing of postcards held by the
British post office ended in 1899, This brought Naphael Tuck & Son into business, and
the major period of posteard production followed, lasting up to the start of the First World
War, The first railway company 1o enter the business was the Furness, and by 1921 seventy
other companies had followed suit. The posteards include pictures of engines, rolling stock,
stations, local views, maps, hotels associated with the railways, posters, etc. Artists such
as A. Anderson, F. Barton, Cyrus Cunco, Hamilton Ellis, -ﬁ-tl.‘f: Fraser, John Hawall, A
Heaton Cooper, J. Heyermans, C. T. Howard, Fotunio Matania, R. Mayes, Chas, Mayo,
F. Moare, G. Parsons Norman, Eric Oldham, C, E. Turner, Bernard Way and N, Wilkinson
were occasionally used 1o depict the scenes.

The Irish railway companies which produced cards to promote themselves and help
revenue included the Belfast & Co. Down: the Cork, Bandon & South Coast; the Dublin
& South Eastern; the Cork Blackrock & Passage: the Dublin Wicklow & ‘M::l‘prd: the
Great Northern; the Great Southern & Western; the Londonderry & Lough Swilly, and
the West Clare. Many of the cards produced for these companies are now quite rare.
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Raphsel Tock & Soms “Olctee” serbes. No. 92, bullt 1881, No, X1 bail 190405,
I8

T R Y e ——_pr——

- ", iy ! i . b
T Ly
A S R

Raphael Tock & Sons "Oiletie® series, Mo, J21 baili 190405,
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Valentine Series: No. 25, “Glenart’, built 1864, severely damaged by Civil War deraiiment, 1922,
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Valenting Series: Mo. 114, built e. 1905, serapped 1932,
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GSWR scknowledgment card, 1907,
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Home-made postcard, ¢. 1920,
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Mo loeer. GSWR Ralicar No. 1, 1904, of Caabel Statica, opeacd 1904
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Milton Series postoard.,
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