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Judge says incidents |

a ‘terrible tragedy’

W
Judge Tom O'Donnell: an upiulling situation that
young people in Scanlan Park are at each others
throats

By LEADEx REPORTER

THERE is a genuine
difficulty between
some neighbours liv-
ing in Scanlon Park,
Inspector John Mur-
phy told Judge Tom
O'Donnell during a
series of criminal
cases  concerning
allegations and
counter-allegations
by neighbours In
Castleconnell.

“A lot of it is petty, but
it's got to the stage
where it's next to impos-
sible to control. There 1s
someone coming to the
Garda station nearly
everyday, about threats,
abuse and gestures.”

said Insp Murphy, who
prosecuted the eight

separate cases.

mge O'Donnell said
hﬁ was li‘ﬂatlglbergastetll"
that a e ple
involved in a[lfeoihe
charges to come before
the court lived in the
same neighbourhood.

He called out the
names of 15 young peo-
ple from Scanlan Park
who were all before the

court on charges relat-
ing to one 'falmli.i' in
S&an]an Park, the Mock-
etts.

The charges stemmed
from allegations at a
debs dance and contin-
ued with incidents on a
number of dates to last
mid-December.

“I'm not stupid. It's
not just ‘about the inci-
dent at the debs in July.
It's a terrible tragedy
that there is incident
after incident. The debs
is supposed to be a great
night where young peo-

le go with the current
fﬂ\"&ﬁﬂf their lives for a
special night out,” said

udge O'Donnell.

He said the charges
before the court were
“very serious”. “They
are not the run-of-the-
mill public order
offences. People could

o to prison because of
these incidents of
insulting  behaviour,
assaults, dangerous dri-
ving and so on.

“I'm extremely con-
cerned that the gardai
in Castleconnell have to
deal with all of these
situations. It has to stop.
Common sense must
prevail here. Parents

must step in and inter-
vene to resolve this
decision.

“It's an appalling situ-
ation that young people
in Scanlan Park are at
vach others throats.

Judge O'Donnell said
he felt that the youn
Eenp]e invelved woul

e far better off forming
a strong football team
instead of fighting with
each other.

He was on the point of
adjourning all the cases
with liberty to re-enter
if anymore incidents
arise, when residents of
Scanlan Park in the

public gallery said they

want the situation
dealt with.

He decided to hear
every case on the basis
of the comments from
residents of Scanlan
Park.

Inspt Murphy said the
Gardai would not toler-
ate the continuation of
this “tit-for-tat feud”.

Garda P J Joyce of
Castleconnell gardai
told the court about the
difficulties they are
having.

“The hi%i:est difficul-
ty we are having is the
tit-for-tat between
young people. It has led
to allegations of
assaults and dangerous
driving.”

Judge O'Donnell said
it was fair to say that he
had dealt with some of
the young people’s par-
ents in years gone by
“It's now heading into
the next generation.”

John Devane, solicitor
for the Mocketts, told
the court about graffiti
on walls about the
Mocketts.

Garda Joyce accepted
that there had been a lot
of graffiti in schools; on
doors and on footpaths,

Ted McCarthy, solici-
tor for the Byrnes fami-
Iy and a number of oth-
er ]ie{)ple from Scanlan
Park, pointed out that
there was a divide even
in the vy residents
from Scanjan Park were
seated in the court-
room.

Garda Joyce agreed
that there was a divide

The quiet village of Castleconnell: Limerick Court spent two days hearing allegations and counter-alle-

gations about incidents between families in the area

Boy says he was headbutted

By LEADER REPORTER

JUDGE Tom O'Donnell
said that it was both a
“travesty and tragedy”
that so many young peo-
ple were involved in fight-
ing and feuding in Castle-
connell,

“Castleconnell is a love-
ly pleasant E;]ar:e and it
should be a pleasant place
to live." said Judge O Don-
nell after a full day’s hear-
ing on February 14 into
various assaults and inci-
dents that happened in
the village.

They included allega-
tions of an assaultona12-

ar-old boy and_ his

riend who were walking
in Scanlon Park when one
was headbutted and the
other hit in the face.

The juvenile told the
court of the incident on
December 16 when he was
walking in Scanlon park.
He called for his friend
and they were walking
along the road when they
were confronted by the
accused, Christopher
Muockett, 50 Scanlan Park.

He said that Christo-
pher Mockett asked them
if they had a problem. He
said that “we are hard
when we are in cars.”

He pushed his friend

boy. He did not fall from
the belt. -

The in,]::.;red party said
that Mr Mockett hit him
with a closed fist in the
temple. He said that he
then walked back home.
He said that they said
nothing to warrant the
attack. .

The 12-vear-old said
that he was with the pre-
vious witness when they
saw Christopher Mockett.

“He said to me have you
got a staring problem...he
said we were hard when
in cars,” he stated.

He received a heat butt
to the forehead which
hurt him, but he did not
fall. He saw him hit his
friend with his fist.

He said that they report-
ed the matter straight
away to the gardai.

Answering  solicitor
John Devane he said that
it was not true that they
made up the story and
they did so because of a
“tit for tat” disagreement.

A third witness, a 14
year-old also corroborated
evidence of the assault He
said there was marks on
his friends faces as a
result of the assault.

He also denied to Mr
Devane that they made up
the story to get his client
in trouble. He was not try-
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asked Mr Devane, ;

“I certainly don't like
what is going on" inter-
jected Judge Tom O'Don-
nell,

Sgt Dave Bourke told
the court he received a
complaint from the
injured parties. He saw
them and noticed the
marks on their faces. He
met the three witnesss
who gave similar stories
as to what happened.

He went to the accused
who denied the allega-
tions. He saw a mark on
his forehead but he had no
explanation for how he
got this mark. He would
not make a statement.

Answering Mr Devane,
Sgt Bourke said the
accused  denied the
assault. He said that there
was a verbal altercation
but he walked on.

Christopher Mockett in
evidence and answering
Mr Devane said that on
December 16 he walked
out of his house and was
heading to the shop when
a number of people start-
ed shouting at him.

Asked about the mark
on his forehead he said
that a box or pallet proba-
bly fell on him at work.

“Are vou seriously ask-
ing me to'believe that you
got the mark from a pallet
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got black eyes and other
injures at work.

He told Inspector Mur-

hy that the mark on his
Pa::e could have been from
a fall of a box at work.

“It was or it could have
been?” asked Inspector
Murphy .

“It was" said witness.

Asked why he did not
make a statement to the

ardai, witness said he

id not see any point in
this case.

“Why do you make
statement in some case
and not in others ? asked
Inspector Murphy,

“There was no pomnt In
this case,” he answered.

Asked how the injured
parties could  have
received marks on their
faces he said that there
were also fights at the
local disco's.

“You have 12-year—
old’s fighting at disco’s 7"
asked Judge O'Donnell

“Yeos" replied the wit-
ness “at the GAA disco.”

Judge 0’Donnell said he
was satisfied that the evi-
dence warranted a convic-
tion of Mr Mockett.

The case was adjourned
for 12 months with leave
to the gardai to re-enter
the case in the event of
any further trouble. Tf a
conviction on a new
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