THE PARISH OF GLENOGRA.

SITUATION. This Parish is situsted in the Bar.ny ¢f Small
County and is bounded on the north by the Parish of T dadamor;
on the east by those of Tullybraces and Monasterane:zh; on
the south by Athlackagh and on ithe west by Monasters:isnegh
and Croom.

NAME. The name of this Parish is pronounced in Trish
Gleann Ogra, which signifies the Valleay of Ogra, the .atter
part bsing the name of an old Chieflioin whe flourisivwi here
in the times of Paganism, but to whom we havs not o o 378
discovered any historical referencs.

- The o©vld Church of Glenogra iz o rude building o wdlsld-
erable extent, measuring on tusz inside sixty nine fe in
length and twenty once feet :ix inchzs in breadth on mua inside,
There are two doorways on it onprsite each other, onc on the
south side £t the distsmuice of twenty feat from the we U gable
and the other on the north wal ne west gable hus - breach
on it at vhe ground 2nd contains o narrow 1154l windg w placed
at the height of about twelve fee: Jrowm the level of “he ground
and measuring oun the outside nbout three Teet six lre :8 in
height and seven inches in width.

The east gable containg three windows nearly roul at the
head, of which the most southzrn i by far the smallic:t, and
now built up with rough mesor work; tne middle one 13 the high-

est, being nine feet high and onc oot four and a hel! inches
structed

in width on the outsids., These threc windows are cuo
on the outside of cut lime stone. There were itwo windowsz placed
directly opposite each other on the side wnlls at the distance
of five Teet six inches from the eozn but trey ~re¢ now
both disfigared.

A lateral house or Tardem exten souttr wall of
this Church; of this the =outh le remedins and contiivs a 379
large Gothic window now wuch disfigurcsd. This latera’ apart-
ment was twenty nine feet six inches in length uud nlgaﬁeen
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feet in breadth. 1Its side walls are destroyed down to the very
foundations, The side walls of the Church are three feet four
inehes in thickness and about twelve feet in height.

A short distance to the west of this o0ld Church is the
Castle of Glenogra, situated on the bank of the Camoge River.
It is a very extensive fortress, consisting of a large bawn
fortified with towers.” The east side of this bawn is exactly
one hundred and fifty feet in length and the south side is one
hundred and eighty feet. The greatest height of the outer wall
(which is at the east side) is twenty five feet and the general
thickness five feet. It is very well built of square blocks of
lime stone cemented with excellent lime and sand mortar.

On the north east corner stands an octagonal tower of
curious construction measuring on the inside nineteen feet six
inches in diameter. It consists of four stories, of which the
second is a stone arch of very strange construction; the other
floors were of wood and each was lighted by three quadrangular
windows of considerable size. On the south west side of this
octagon stands a small square tower, to the top of which a
spiral stair case leads, and near this tower on the west side
of the octagon is. & very tall chimney in good preservation.,

The walls of this cctagon are six feet nine inches in thickness.

There are several vaults (four in number) of curious con-
struction in the north wall of this fortress, over which towers
eriginally stood, but the towers are now entirely destroyed.
This bawn was entered on the south side by a pointed gateway
measuring eight feet six inches in height to the vertex of the
arch and six feet six inches where the arch springs. The coun-
try people have disfigured the walls of this bawn by picking
the cut stone out of its face.

This fortress was bullt, according to tradition, by the
Barl of Desmond about the year 1400, but I do not believe that
the octagonal tower above mentioned is near so old.

In this Parigh is situated the Townland of Rockbarton,
anciently called Cathair A'Ghiolla Mhéir, from which Lord
Gillamore (O’Grady) took his title.

This Parish was examined by me and Mr., A. Curry.

J. O'Donovan.
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