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Council to rule on
new Opera Centre

By JENNIFER
O’CONNOR and
MAIREAD Ni CHAOIMH

A DECISION could
be made within a
matter of weeks on
what officials are
calling the “most
significant develop-
ment ever to come

before Council”.

The Opera Centre,
which will consist of a
42 000 square metre devel-
opment over four floors
and fronting five streets
including Ellen Street,
Patrick Street, Michael
Street, Bank Place and
Denmark Street, was dis-
cussed at this week’s City
Council meeting.

And while the decision
on the application is offi-
cially due on February 17,
planning sources say that

it could be up to a year
before permission is fully
granted.

Delays in the planning
process are expected with
issues such as requests
for further information,
objections, if the applica-
tion ends up going to An
Bord Pleanala or if
archaeological digs are
required all expected to
tie up the application.

The retail development
has been hailed as fantas-
tic by city councillors
who have expressed their
delight at'the prospect of
such a project coming to
the city centre. )

“It is a matter for every
councillor that the devel-
opment is appropriate to
the city It’s very impor-
tant for that area of the
city We have to bear in
mind that we have got to
see the value of the city

~will be increased so much_

such an impertant

development in that area

" premises

of the city,” said Clir Pat
Kennedy.

He said that it had been
some time since the ward
councillors had been
invited to give their views
on important develop-
ments and that in the case
of the new QOpera Centre,
they should be invited to
express their views on
the proposals.

“This is the most
important planning appli-
cation for a generation. It
is a wonderful proposal.
It will make Limerick,
and so it is very impor-
tant to get it right,” said
Mayor Diarmuid Scully.

Regeneration Develop-
ments have applied for
planning permission at
the 3.8 acre site, which
will be named The Opera
Centre in honour of Lim-
erick’s famous rags to
riches 18th century sopra-
no Catherine Hayes. 3

:Her  birthplace, : a
on Patrick

Street, will be restored,
and turned into a muse-
um. Catherine Hayes,
who was born into pover-
ty, went on to become an
internationally renowned
singer, and made an
important contribution to
Irish musical history.

The centre will be
fronted by two modern
glass fronted entrances,
set to become the flagship
features.

One of the entrances
will face the river at Bank
Place, looking across fo
Georges Quay and the
Locke Bar. The other
entrance will be on the
junction of Patrick Street
and Ellen Street.

The other stand-out fea-
ture to the multi-million
development is the Sky
Bridge, a glass and steel
pedestrian bridge, which
will link a new multi-

_storey car park on Den- .
“mark Street with the cen--

tre at Ellen Sireet.

‘take place )

OGENERAL INE

Other plans include the
building of a stand alone
three storey café / bar
and restaurant with land-
scaped plaza and decking
at Bank Place. Quinn’s
pub on Ellen Street will
be re-roofed and refur-
bished.

_ “This is the most signif-
icant development that
has come before Council.
We considered asking for
a scaled model, but as
most of the development
will be taking place
behind the street, we will
be getting digital images
on what the development
will look like. Without
doubt, it is the biggest
city centre development
we have seen and are like-
ly to see,” said Dick
Tobin, planning officer
with Limerick City Coun-

cil. -
A full official launch of
the Opera Centre.is to
: oming

Gardai are baffled by
chemical discovery

By CLODAGH O’LEARY

GARDAI in the city
remain baffled this week
as they continue their
investigation into the
discovery of toxic chem-
icals near the National
Technological Park at
Plasssey.

A small metal box con-
taining 12 tubes of lig-
uid was found by a pass-
er-by on Plassey Park
Road shortly after 1pm
on Tuesday.

“The chemicals appear
to have been hidden
away behind a cement
block in such a way that
they could not have fall-
en off the back of a lor-
ry,” said a Garda
spokesman. ‘

“They were individu-
ally packed and wrapped
and placed in the box
carefully We have sent
the chemicals away for
analysis. They appear to
be professionally packed
and prepared,” he said.

Gardai from Henry
Street and chemical
experts from the fire
brigade attended the
scene, and found that the
chemicals, were toxic,
corrosive and flamma-

| ble.

“According to the tech-
nical experts, the chemi-
cals would be dangerous
if mixed together. It was
fortunate that a respon-
sible individual found
the chemicals, as if it
was a child it could have .
resuited in a very dan-
gerous situation,” he |
said. i

Five units of Limerick |
City Fire Brigade and |
one unit from Cap- |
pamore attended the
scene for over two hours
on Tuesday afternoon.

Roads in and out of the
area at the back of the
industrial estat were
blocked by Gardai as an
examination was carried
out.

A chemist from Limer-
ick City Council was
requested at the scene
and the chemicals were
made safe.

- The 12 tubes have been
sent to Dublin to be
examined.

“The box was metal
and small to medium in
size. There were no logos
on the box, just symbols
denoting what the chem-
icals were. If anyone has
information on the
chemicals, please con-
tact us at 061-212400,”
said the Garda
spokesman.

B L T e s

Venue: Castletroy Park Hotel,
Dublin Road, Limericl
Date: Thursday 26" january 2006
Time: 7.30 p.m.
Key Speakers
Dr. Som Kingston, Consuliant Endocrinoiogist,
South Iipperaw General Hosplial

Ms. Cerrol Murphy
Sports Scientist, University of Limerick

Medical Representatives Will Attend
For Further Information Contact 086 — 3932891
Everyone Welcome

Sliderobes Pegple onn
THE WORLD’S MOST
STYLISH WARDROBES

No need to sacrifice style, for space and storage.
Sliderobes People get the best of all worlds.
Style is a very individual thing; that's why
SLIDEROBES ARE CUSTOM-DESIGNED FOR YOU

We have been making wardrobes for 20 years
WE PROMISE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

We use the finest door systems for
SMOOTH, SILENT, TROUBLE-FREE OPERATION

Siiderobes can be built intc awkward spaces
STORAGE SPACE INSTEAD OF WASTED SPACE

We plan and install around your schedule to
SAVE YOU TIME AND TROUBLE

FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE.
'FREEPHONE: 1800 352 352

o

Slioerobes

the ultimate wardrabe
Visit our Limerick Showreom:
~ Riverside Park, Dock Road

7 orwwwisliderobes.com




