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No. 102-JOHN O’KELLY-LYNCH of Limerick City|

.- {(By SEAMUS

LTHOUGH born in Clarecastle,

O’CEALLAIGH)

2Tmins. 19 4/5 secs.,

has been :
about his performances that I will

lnot venture to enumerate them

whilst Joe here. His Keautifully moulded up-

the subject of our article this Halpin, still happily with us, kept: ing body, the handsome head
week wag 6 Limerickman through the Shannonside name on top in it:fgdglricefuﬁirtoserax}:hi fearless,

residence in the city for many
yearg’ arid deserves a remembrance

-in our gallery of famous athletes

Irish dancing by
jig and hornpipe.-
‘¢ At Thurles, on September 17th,

winning the Irish

because of the great work he did 1899, T won my second ‘All-Ireland,’;
for the sport as Chairman of tae this time for the 100 yards, my time,

Limerick County

Board, and of 10 3/5 secs. That same season I

the Munster Council, for almost a also won the ILA.A.A. Championship’

decade o0f years, And in Limerick

— in Mount St, Lawrence — he
sleeps hig iast long sleep, may God Olympic Games

be with him there. )
Interested in athleticg from his

very early days, ‘ne was handi- nglish
capped in his schooldays and youth under the auspices of thea

by the fact that he got little op-
portunity of indulging in his fav-
ourite events, and it was not until
he went to Cork <City, on_being
called “to the king - Service,
that he began to make  his pres-
ence felt on the track,
however, anything spectacular in
the line of suceess. A few years
before he died he gave me tie
story - of his - early life. This gives
interesting details of hig many
games in football and hurling
while he was resident in Cork City
and in other partg of the country.

_HIS ATHLETIC DAYS. v
Coming to hig athletic days, Mr.

O’Kelly-Liynch’s story goes on:—
‘“Training on a path gixty yards

long, the air of Dunmanway
enabled me, in May, 1898, to win
the LAAA,  Championship of

Munster,-the first of a long string
of successes on the athletic track
that broughnt me a grand collection
of prizes- won in ‘the 100 and 220
ards, ag well as 440 yards, hurdles,
ong -jump, high jump- and hop,
step and jump. And T rethin ever
happy memories of the many fine
fellows ‘1 met on the- athletic and
football flelds of Ireland — grand
coplpawicions all, men whose friend-
ship ~will' be treasured by me all
the days’'of my life,
. “The -All-Ireland medal I missed
in football came on the double to

me in-athletics, The first, I won at

Cork Park on August 14th, 1898, it
was din.the 220 yards flat and my

time Wwas:23 seconds, equalling the-

previoug -best of J. J. Nolan in
1890, It 'was ten years later when
this figure wasg again recorded, by
T. J.: Kelly, of Limerick, and was
not bettered until 1911 when
another . Limerickman, mow Very
Rev. -Patrick J. Finn, PP, Kil-
meedy, who was a native of Bal-
linanimg, - Kilfinane, covered the
distance in 22 4/5 seconds.

LIMERICK SUCCESSES BY THE
LEE.

“TI well remember that August
day by the banks of the ILee and
recall. the grgat jumping of Paddy
Leahy to. win the high jump at
6ft. 3ins.. and the hop, step and
Another Lime-
rick -success that evening wag in
) which © Mick
O'Neill won in - the fine time or Kiely, of Carrick-on-Suir. So much

jump:at 48ft. 8ins.

the five -mile flat,

of Munster in the 220 yards flat.
“1 remember the revival of. the
in 1896, when a

{

flashing eyes, the shapely legs and
feet. and the determination not to
be ' beaten, made up -a combination
of mind and body that was Tom
Kiely.

WORLYYS GREATEST FAMILY|

F JUMPERS.

“Then we had the Leahys of Cre-|

rane, the greatest family of jump-

wealthy American re-built the sta-' ers the world hag seen. It would. be

dium, It iq on record that the
Championships were

Athletic Association in 1866. Therce
wag no governing body in
until 1885, but from '73 to
championships were held "under
Irilsh Champignship Athletic Club
ruies,

first Athletic Championships
‘foll_ow:ing- year:

YIVID MEMORIES
“I have vivid memeries still. of

Michael Cusack, the founder, and:

well remember his militant nation-
alism. I can recall an occasion in
1899 when the Englishman, Sergt.
. Chandler, stationed in Limerick,
broke an Irish jumping record and

- .was receiving the congratulatoins

of all around  him when Cusack
broke in on the party and, address-
fng Chandler, said:  ‘You Saxon
dog! It was the air of Ireland ana
the soil of Ireland that made & man
of you.’ N

“In May, 1885, the L.A.AA. Wwas
founded and helg its first cham-
pionships that year. The G.A.A. and
 TAAA worked together in har-
mony for many years and athletes
could compete under'both. One of
the best -athletic gatherings ever
held ‘was organised by the -old
Limerick - Amateur Athletic and
Bicycle Clib at the Markets Field
in 1899. It was a memorable meet-
ing. We may say that in 1885 ath:
letics ‘took the floor’ in Ireland. but.
not until ten yeary later did it get
such a grip on the public as to hold
enthusiasm red hot for a decade
and a half,

IN CONTACT WITH THE
.. ATHLETIC STARS. .

“Practising athletics enabled me
to come in contact with the pum-
erous athletic stars of the time,

but first and, perhaps, the highest ;4
Board or Munster Council Chair-|.
man, were but very inadequate in-|:
stalments towards reducing a debt|:
that can never be repaid. One last|.
in conclusion. I must men-|:

in my. esteem is the handicapper,
Denny Power, of Ballywalter who
'is still going strong., Denny was a
member of the Irish ‘invasion’
team of 1888 to America. He wasa
great handicapper, an excellent
starter, kept a strong hgnd over
the ‘boys’ and gave fair play to
everybody. He encouraged the
youngsterg and was always ready
to give them advice.

“Po my wmind, the greatest ath-
lete Ireland hag produced is T.

i
i

¢

!

. On November 1st, 1884, the|ing was the poe
without, G.A.A. wag foundeq and held their,
the' shoulder high at Ballsbridge when

F. trackman England

first ' linpossible to tell how many cham-

held pionships
American  English—as well as

won—Irish'
internatiortals
against Scotland, besideg innumer-

they

Ireland' able other prizes. They were also
'84 Irish! top-natchers at lrunning, weightt-

throwing and -over the hurdies.

Paddy Leahy’s %racef_ul high jump-
: Ty of mation.

“Peter O'Connor whom I corried

he jumped 24 feet 113 inches, a
world’s record for twenty-four
years, and still an Irish record,
won several Olympic honours and

can be seen to-day at Waterford as!

he was almost half a century ago,
and giving sound legal advice.
“Peter O’'Connor and Con Leahy
won at the Olympic Games in 1906
and created a sensation when they
producedd & green flag with gold
harp and climbed up the official

flagstaff to wave it, thus denoting|
the nationality. following the re-|

fusal of the athetic authorities to
fly anything but the Union Jack in
token of their victory. The incident
zyas widely commented on at the
ime.

OTHER GREAT MEN.

. “Of course, there are many other{

great Irishmen I should mention—
Denny Horgan of Banteer; J. J
Buckley of Cork; Tim and
don of Lough Gur, cveclist.

recall all the. names of the great
athletés of Munster at the end of
the last century. It was my plea-
sure and privilege to meéet them all,
and the varietd activities of after
years never succeeded in supplant-
ing 'in  my memory the grand
storchouse of athletic thoughts
that I know I will cherish for ever.

It was consequently a happy duty|.

‘to  help athletics every way I
could in after years and any little I}
i as sports official, County

word
tion the present parish priest of
Murroe—home of the late Arch-
bishop Harty, Patron of the G.A.A,,
and . of. Rev. Fr. Hayes, founder
of Muintir na Tire—Rev. Father
Kennedy, a great athlete, who lit-
erally ‘ran away’ from the greatest

could produce
at the time.” .

written and recorded|’

and|:

Tom}"
-Garde, Castlemartyr, and Jim Con-
But I}
- must pass on. It ig not possible to




