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AN o DWYER - was .-

a Spﬂrts meeting in Helyeress helg
on August 15th, 1910, and. carried
off hig first pnza by Wmnmg the
- youths race.

- Dan. came ef geed’ Spertmg stock,
-and athletics came kindly to him,

byt for the wvery necessary en-

couragement in his early youth he the. 100 and 220—D. J.
can thank a popular and esteemed filling second place in the former

national teacher—the late Mr. J. P.and F. €. Murphy,
sports being next man in at the ﬁmsh of

" and the furlong: -

Connolly,
- meetings,

whe ergameed
‘donkey ' racing

friendl hurln matches for his
y g - came a short time afterwards, at

pupﬂs L
Our subject ﬂgured memly in
running - and - jumping at these
school ge.thermgg and also partlelp-
ated in an:occasional denkey rac
It 1s of mterest to recall that the
teacher had a ‘great donkey, which
was usually ridden at that time by
a youth, by name J. G. O'Dwyer,
well known in later years as
Major O’'Dwyer of the Irish Army
Jumping team. .
GREAT SPORTING FIGURES.

By S -f'-AM 1S C 0’ f

twelve Thls gatherm,c_a;
7 years old -when he llned up at curta.m for that particular season.

o, his novice days,

The Grange district beasted many !
great sporting figures in the first
decade of the century, amongqt
~ them the late Egan Clancy, Ned,

Treacy, Mick Bourke, Jack Clancy,i
W. J. Gleesen, Cen ‘Scanlan and
Jack Clifford.

I have alreadyr mentioned Dan
‘O'Dwyer’s success at the Holycrosg
meetmg' in 1910 and which he re-
peated the fellewmg season e.t the
same venue..
~ Half a dezen yeelrs Ieter we meet
" him a :Eullyi—ﬂed ged  novice, and
Holycross again witnessed his first
essay and vmtery——thls time in the
220 yards mnovice event. “Shortly
afterwardg’ ‘he attended a similar
meeting in Bruff and collected two

“seconds,” being: beaten by M.
Moloney, Ballycampmn in the
“hundred” and by W. J. ‘De,ly,

E‘mlv, in the “two-twenty.”

1918 was ‘a great season for the

Cahirguillamore “lad. ‘He swept the
boards at Kilteely, winning . four|
events, the-100, 220, 440 and  the
long' jump, _end gave an encore per—
formance at- Balliniscala, wmnmg
the same quartette.
Later that season he won the 100
and 220 at - Ahree sugcessive ap-
pearances—in ‘Banogue, Newtown-
shandrum ‘and Ballvsheseﬂy, ~ the
“100”" at Dromin: the 100 gnd 440
at’ Darnetewn and the 100 and 300
vards at a: seeend meetmg at Kll-
teely.

Dan contlnued hlS Wmmngt wWay
the following year, and’ had first
prizeg in the 100 yards 220 yards
and long jump &t no less thani
four meetings Elton, Kllteely,

| day.

Knockaney and Belhmscala be-
sides taking the 100 and 220 e.t
Kﬂme,lleek

HAD TO TRAIN ON HIS OWN
" "Despite the iabove: . 'successes,
Dan always had, the. gmevance that
through lack of.:any stlmulatmg
oppesitmn in hIS own 4drea, or
even an athlete Wlth -2 keep - in-|
terest "in ‘the Spe-rt—-mhe - Wag ~ob-{
liged to train on his own. Thle
heg did by ce,ntemng ‘alone for|
about an hour in. the evenmgs,
ve,ryung WLth leng walks ~on-
other Toccasions:” His prepara,tlen
for the long Jump wasg to do af
share of Jjumping ‘across wide
-trenches and bog holes.

Towardsg the close of the 1919
season, Dan was satlsﬁed he had
nothingt else tpo win in novice

ranks—no new laurelg to gain, and|

was comtempl&tlng retlrmg‘ Afrom/- Joe Quinlan of Kilfinane won the

the track.

t was then an athleties-leeklng-

n. approached hlm, ‘spoke about
the novice meetings; ‘stréssing--the
fact that he had ga,lned e,ll the re-
~ nown he eould in:th
..fmede, and suggeeted he
join . G.A.A. ranks,

‘should

The man wag no other than tha,t
flyer of the track—J. J. Keyes, who, |
when, O’Dwyer agreed entered him
for all his  favourits
- Caherdavin meeting,
September 20th, 1919. . The  result
wag a triple win: - for Dan top
prizes being secured for . the 100,
220 and 440 wards in each ef

which the second man home was
" none other than:that great Lime-
rick C‘lty“ S:pert—-—Martm IﬂWlOT

| brether,

particular -:-"m_eetmg ‘as "the Black and Tans

and - cempetet.
. ab the. . Jhigger. meelings. ..

“events at|-
held aboutt
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rang down the|

AT CORK DRAPERS SPORTS.
Dan was off bright and early in
1920, and tmvelled to Cork for the
famous Drapers’ Sports, at . ‘the
Mardyke Grounds. That hig jour-{
ney was werth—whlle can: bhe
judged from the fact that he won
O’ Leary

of Shandon,

His big achievement this season

Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny, where:
he won the 100, 220, 440 and long
Jjump — a falmlla,r quartette from

That was an exciting trlp for
‘Dan. In those difficult times, the
British - Government; »whose armed
forces occupied the whole country
then, ordained that permit: from
the RIC. was to be obtained by
all those wmhmg to travel any dis-
tance

Needless to say, G.A.A. mem-
bers did not agree with such for-
‘malities, and Dan didn’t get any
permlssmn for the Kilkenny jour-

- His travelling kit consisted
merelv of a pair of shoes and run-
riing togs, wrapped up m a. copy of
the “Limerick Leader,” with the
name “Daniel ODWVer” written
thereon.

The name was not a very popur
lar one with the powers that be at
the tlme and Dan was as closely
watched in Castlecomer that night
as if he was Michael Collins. He
léarned the: reason the following
N. H. Ol)wyer a prominent
member of the Rebel forces, now
Cfonsulta,nit "Hngineer in Dubhn
was Spendmg a lot of his time in
Kﬂkenny on IRA wgrk then, and.
the- a.utherltles ‘were - keepmg a
sharp lTook ‘out. Then the similar-
ity of the name made them deubly-
careful.

Dan travelled that oecasxen by
train to .Ballyragget, bringing his
bicycle along also, and cycling the
remainder of -the Jeurney to
Castlecemer

NOTED FIGURES,
Competing that day were such

noted figures as J. L. Nolan of}
Rathcoole, Dublin, the Lemster |
champion; Rill Shanahan of
Thurles, a8 great man .in after

years, .and Gus O'Dwyer of Cahir.
There were' thirty-six’ starters for
the “hundred.” Dan was closely
Wa,tchmg J. La Nolan ‘and Shana-!

seeond I won the 220 and Jlmmy
‘Thompson of Limerick was second. '

“At O’Callaghan’s - Mills, Martin
Lawlor won the 100 and I was

I won the 100, 220, and 440.

“In 1922 I met with an acci-
dent which put me out of train-
ing for a good bit. The new Irish
Army had a sporfs meeting in
Nenagh in September; and I ran
there - for the last time. I was
leading in the “100” when. I fell,
and Jimmy Thompson won it. I
won the. long jump and the 440.
I stayed for a week in the bar-
racks  with Colonel Liam Fraher
and Major J. G. O'Dwyer.

“Handicappers I competed under
were Denny Power, Ballywalter,
Cork; D. M. O’C’enneil Ardpatrick;
Colenel Tom MeGrath OCalleg—
han’s Mills, and Ca.ptama Dinny
Harkins, of Athy.

“The best runner I ever met was
Jim Keyes, and a friendship took
root the evening of our first meet-
ing that has survived the years
and is, I am glad to say, as warm
to-day as ever it was,

“The sIhoe.&\ I wore during my
were those of the late O, D. Coll,
of Bruree,.and T returned them to
him shertlv before his all too eerly
demise.

“T usually travelled to the eports
meetmgs in which I competed by
bicycle or train, and often went
with' that grand old City Gael, M.
A. Lawler in his metor car, scarce

vehicles that time.”

OF GOOD SPOBTING STOCEK

I said at the opening that Dan
came of geed sporting ‘stock. His
father, the late John D. O'Dwyer,
who was a member of Limerick
Co. Council, won many prizes in
Ireland befere he went into exile
in America, ‘where he. joined . the
Limerick Guardg hurling' team . in
Phlle,delphm, and, also competed
at sports -meetmgs in Pastime
Park 111 that City, ' and won
several = prijas  there. The
O’Dwyers could also claim - re-
la.tlonshlp with two great weight-
threwerq of world renown—Willie
Real, of Pallasgrdan wand John
’Grady, ef Be.llybrlcken.

han in the fingl and felt he had!
them beaten when a runner with |
anly one arm—A. J. Nolan ' of!
Abbeyleix, made a plucky chal-
lenge and gave ‘him the race of
his™ life. 'J. Sinnot of Wexford was
secend in the 220 anc‘l 440, whilst
Bill Shenahap was runner-up in
the long jump.

I will let Dan: tell in his own

~words other events of that stirring

period:
- At -the Oeunty Beard Sp.erts-
on August 13th, 1920, in Lime-

rick Markets. Field J1m Keyes:
won ~ the ‘hundred’ .and I  was
seeend, ‘I won the. 220 and long
Jump. Jim XKeyes ‘did not eempete
in the 220 but I ran to his in-
structions. - Two days later, August
15th, I went to Gert where I won
the 100 and 220. Charll.e Helland
‘who Was: ‘second in the former,
is new 'a bishop on the foreigh

missions ﬁeld O’'Dowd from Sligo

was second in the 220. The Ilate
three mile eycle race and his
| Tim, the fwo mile cycle
race ‘that day.
“About - September,
in Clare, we had a very small

were very busy - and the ‘trouble’
was, gettmg very hot indeed. I
oL th:e 100 yarde end the 1eng
jump -

MANY OTHER WINS.
“ In May of the following year,
Limerick " ehamplensmps were held
~in Kilmallock but owing th the

e.t QOatfield |

times. the gathering was a small}

one. I won the 100, 220, and
440 yards champmnshlp of Lime-

rick. Later on, a big meeting was}

“held there. W. Clumson, of Done-

) raile, won the 100, and I was

B

second. -T won the 440. I finished
that season at Caherdavin, where

years running under G.A.A. rules.



